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(10332) No. 1. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Apri 1.) 
St, Petersburgh, April 1, 1907, 


(Telezraphie,) DP, 
RUSSO-JAPANESE negotiations, 
tauuderstand Minister for Foreign Affairs hopes to eonclude Conventions. bofore 

the Russian Buster, that is, in about five wooks from now, T trust tent Govern. 


‘ment will communicate with me within next few days as to Porsia and Afghan 


(His 


ee 


(10328) No. 2. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Heceived Aprit 1) 


Tehran, Aprit 1, 1007, 
and the local staft 
ievance being the low 
ing kept quict by tho Manager of tho Bank, 


(No. 72.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, 

THE mative telegraph employés have organized a serious a 
of the Imperial Bank threaten to follow their example, thelr 
Tato of the salaries paid them, They are bei 
but the situation gives ground for anxiety, 





(10335) No. 3, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edioard Grey.—-(Received April 2) 
(Se.1n) a a 


A NOTICE that in the Russian draft Conv 
specifying the nature of the Conc he 
in the zone of the other, the Russian Govern 
fis Halon er part engiges not to seok for ier own econ or 
Hassian] subjects, or in facour of subject of third Powerg any 
Reais, i Htalies aro an‘ interpolation which perhaps 
Tetained. 
‘ilough Mf Tsvolsky objected to the mention of thitd Powers when dealing with 
ju ttitude which the to Goveruments should respect ame tov i 
iy the neutral zones of Persia, Iventure to submit uhet we, 
i Teference to third Powers in treating of the British 
exclude the possibility of the Ru 
of foreign enterprise int i 
this point to d already been remarked by you, but 1 
desire to be that you admit the addendum, 
naa] B 


its it would 
ourings the introduction 
ive me for bringing 








B 


With respect to the “neutral zones,” I would propose to submit to M. Isvolsky the 
following draft, or words to the same effect, of an Article HIT 


“Russia, on her part, further engages not to oppose, without previous arrangement 

h Great Britain, any grant of Concessions to British subjects in the regions of Persia 
outside of the lines mentioned in Articles [and II. Great Britain undertakes a similar 
engagement ag regards the grant of Concessions to Russian subjects in the afore- 
mentioned regions of Persia. 

“All the existing Concessions within the lines mentioned in Articles T and IX are 
maintained.” 


Tt might, perhaps, be well to avoid any montion in the Convention of “zones” or 
“sphores,"' and T have therefore ventured 10 suggest the above wording. 

Article IV would refer to the customs and other pledged revenues, and T submit 
tho following as a draft for Article V— 


“If thro should be any question of the non-payment of coupons, ant of the 
ibility of cing established over eustoms or other pledged revenues in 
ions within the lines mentioned in Article II, Great Britain would be prepared 
to undertake the collection and remission, to Russia of the due proportion of such 
‘48 may be tilfected to the service of loans contracted by the Goverment of the 

Shah in Russia, 

‘Tn similar circumstances, as regards customs and other pledged revenues in the 
rogions iwithin the line wontioned in Article I, Russia would. be prepared to undertake 
the collection and romission of the due proportion of such revenues as may be affected 
to the service of lonns contracted by the Government of the Shah with the Imperial 
Bank of Persia.” 

Thave, &e, 
wl) A, NICOLSON. 





{10340} 


Sir A. Nieolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 
(No. 17) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 20, 1907. 

1 MENTIONED to M. Tavolsky to-day my hope that he would shortly be able to 
give mea reply to the amendments which His Majesty's Government desired to s 
introduced into tho Russian Draft Convention ais to Persia, and also that T should be 
favoured with the proposils of the Russian Government in regard to Afghanistan. 

‘6 Excellency said that he trusted to be in a position before long to give an 
Answer in round to the first question, but in respect to Afghanistan the matter was not. 
in his hands, but was being studied by others. 1 remarked that I trsted that the 
proposals, whon formulated, would be of such a nature as would be acceptable to His 
Majesty's Government. 

M. Isvolsky said that he understood that there would be a proposal to establish 
Commercial Agents in Afghanistan ; that some security should bo afforded against tho 

srs troops being organized by Anglo-Indian’ officors, and against strategical 

'4 heing constricted with assistance from India. ‘There were also questions in 

ward to treatment of fronticr affairs, and other matters generally, which would 
reassure the Russian Government that Afghani would not be transformed from a 
“Tyulfor State” into an avant-garde of the Indian Expire 

T observed that, in respect to Con ‘Agonts, we ourselves had none in 

hanistan, and that we had already made ‘a5 to intercourse between frontier 
ollicials, [did not wish to enter at present into other points, thongh 1 should remark 
that wo expected Russia to recognize, as sho had already fat Afghanistan was 
outside of tho sphere of her inllueuce, M. Isvolsky said that, of course, it would be 

proposils which were not before us, but he thought that we had a 
Tsiid th no Resident, but simply an Agent—an Indian 
would only repeat the hope that the Russian proposals, when 
ill be of a nd that it would be remembered 
that Groat Britain had the external affairs of Afghanistan under her guidance. 

M. Isvolsky then mentioned that he had received from Count Benckendorft a 
“ Rormula,” which you had communicated to him, in regard to some understanding as 
to the districts neighbouring to the countries in regard to which we were treating. His 


3 


Excellency said that he had read the commmnication from Count Benckendorff hurriedly, 
and could not remember the exact terms, He sent for the paper, but it could not be 
found at the moment, and he said he would let me have a copy of it later. 

Texpressed the hope that, now that onr negotiations were attracting the attention 
of the press, and that incomplete information in regard to them was oozing out, it 
would be possible for us to push on with our discussions, as the sooner they were 
concluded the better, His Excellency said that he would do his best, but that ho feared. 
that question of Afghanistan inight create some little difficulty. I told him that I did 
not see why this should beso; but I did not pursne our conversation, as, being his 
reception day, there were many waiting to seo him. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





[10347] No. 5, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2, 


(No. 155. Confidential.) 
Sin St, Petersburgh, March 25, 1907. 
Y, I SPOKE to M. Isvolsky this morning in regard to the Zil-es-Sultan, and told 
him that his Highness had rendered at times considerable services to British 
commercial interests when he held a post of influence in the South, Owing to the 
uncertainty always attending the fortunes of Oriental and especially of ‘Persian 
personages, the British Legation had in the past assured his Highness that in the 
event of his life or property being in dager, it would do. its best to protect them, 
provided always that he remained loyal to the Shah, Should Tspahan, as the result of 
an Agreement, in regard to Persia, come within the Russian zone, it seemed desirable 
that the position of the Zil-es-Sultan should not be left out of consideration, and T 
should be glad to know Government would be disposed to take any 
steps on ig i ‘ent of his life or property or those’ of his 
family being endangered. ‘The Russian Government might perliaps be willing to 
ve some assurance on this point cither to His Majesty's. Government or to. the 
Sultan himself, and it was with this object that [ mentioned the matter to him, 
ould tell him frankly that I felt that we were under a certain moral obligation to 
‘he Prince in this respect. 
M. Isvolsky said that he must confess that he knew but little about the 
les-Sultan, and inquired where the Zil was at present and what he was doing, T 
id that: I understood that he was at Tehran and that there was a movement against 
returning to Ispaban, He had, I believed, considerable properties in that neigh- 
urhood, and it would be but just and humane to see, if possible, that no harm 
happened to him or his property and fainily 
Tlis Excellency said that he would be grateful if I would write him a private 
letter on the subject. I said I had no objection to meeting his wish, and beg leave to 
inclose a copy of a letter which I have adilressed to him. Es 
T have, &e. 
(igued) A. NICOLSON, 


Inclosure in No. 5. 
Sir A, Nicolson to M, Isvolsky, 


Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 12 (25) Me 

eee le 12 (25) Mars, 1907. 
tare ent Hotre conversation de eo matin, voici ch owe ey ob A titre tout, 
{fait privé, un coust résumé de mes observations, Jo. sorais heureux de savoir si le 
foureruement Impérial, dans te eas of la vie ou les biews dt Zil-es-Sultan ou do ga 
Fanilleseront en danger, serait dispos6 A faite quelques «démarches en sa favens, ot 
dimmer des assuranges A eet effet mon Gouvemement on at Zil-es-Sulfan luisméme, 
S condition, bien entendu, que ev personnage reste toujours fdéle au Schah eaux 
inatitutions de son pays. Je me suis permis de vous expliquer ce matin Jes motifs de 

rvations, qui ont été suggérées par I'éventualité dun accord sur la Perse, 

Veuillez, &o. 
(Signs) "A, NICOLSON. 
























































[10348] No, 6. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

(No, 156.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 25, 1907 
M, ISVOESKY told me this morning that he was now in a position to commu 
cate to me the measures which the Russian Government propose to adopt, should the 
situation in Porsia become acute, for the protection of Russian interests in that 
country, ‘Tho main points, to his mind, were to safeguard that the customs revenues 
plediged to the servieo of the Russian loans wore not diverted from their purpose, and 
Also to show by @ practical demonstration that Russia would not permit her interests 
The Russian ( nent were fully determined to abstain from 

the internal affairs, and would take no steps unless the cireum- 
cly called for some action, At the same time, it was well to be 
nd he wished to hand me a pro-memorié, of which I have 

with a copy, detailing the measures which were contem- 
in complete accord with His Majesty's Government in all 
a, and he would, therefore, be glad to know what steps they 
side, Twould observe that the measures proposed by the 
case of necessity, to the occupation of certain 
sked me to tell him my opinion as to the steps 
proposed to take, and whether T thought that they 






























5 impers 
prepared for contingenci 
tho honour to inclose 
plated, He wished to a 
matters concerning Pers 
proposed to take on. the 
Russian Government 
customs in the north of Persia, 
which the Russian Goyernme 
ould! create a salutary impression on, the Persian population. 

T told his Mxcclloney that I was 4 little puzzled to give an opinion, and that 1 
would profer to await your views, Personally it seemed to me that the measures 
would be ‘al for dhe purposes for which they were intended, and I hoped that 
tiey would, if omployed, impress the population, Sir ©, Spring-Riee, who was on the 
spot, wan, Lk Ibstoution should he observed to the last possible 
pitent, aul sures were required, would do more hur 
than good, 

Ni, Involbky said assure mo, as he had done on previous occasion 
nothing but urgent, nec ‘ould induce the Russian Goverument. to i 
moasures at alle What, ho inquired, did I think that my Government would do? 1 
Suid thal T helieved that We Were disposed to lo no more than afford 
fontliorn ports, Woitld we, he asked, alsa ocenpy cnstoni-houses ? I said I could gi 
iin tio roply to. that point, but that doubt 
studied the Memorandum which he had given me. 









































ow, of opinion that, a 
Vad measures, if any mn 





that 





























Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSO! 
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Pro-menorit, 





LAA situation dans los provinees septentrionales de want. de plus en 
plus imquidtiante, le Gouvernement Impérial a «i envisager ité Wun état do 
quiil’ constitnerait, une menace directe aux intérets de Ia Russie ot 

‘cution de mesures elfectives pour Ia sauvegarde de ces 










clioses. te 
sitornit hi mise A 0 
ats 
‘Apres nitire wéllexion il a été reconnn que dans le eas de besoin urgent il y aurait 
iow ( Poccupation mani miliari do quelques douanes Persanes sur notre frontibre de 
torre, aitist que sur le littoral de la Mer Caspionne, afin de garantir le service régulior 
dw Tamortissement des obligations pécuniaires du Gonvernement Persan envers la 
Les points que. nots. nous proposons Woceuper éventuellement seraient 
Djoulfa, Astra, Kuzcli, Mechedesser, et Bender Ghing ; cot effet des contingents 
de troupes so Uontront prois pour étre divigés sur les poms indiqués, dis que la 
di «© presenters, 

it Tunpérial se fait un devote d’en informer au_ préalable le Cabinet 
ant de yonloir bien Ii eomniuiquer les Uéeisions que I’Angleterre 
prendie de gon ct, en vue Wétablir un accord complet dans 
mux Puissinees. 
















































































[10617] No. 7. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2, 
a) ns oe 
(Telegraphie.)’ P. 

MY despatch No. 125 of th 

L have reeeived a pro:memor 
the 10th March 

_ Russian Goyerninent state that, in consideration of the great importance which 
Tlis Majesty's Government attach to the point that the proposed line should terminate 
at Zullicar and not near Kubsan, and further, being desirous of affording undoubted 
proof to the Cabinet of St. James’ of the firm intention of the Russian Government to 
arrive at a solid understanding with His Majesty's Government, they might declare 
themselves ready to meet our wishes. Before, however, giving a definite reply on that 
subject, as well as on oflier questions to which the Memorandum of the 10th March 
allules, the Tmperial Goverment would wish to have the following points made 
clear ;— 
. With regard to collection by Great Britain of revenues pledged to Russian 
loans in British zone in ease of default by Persia, the pro-memorid points out that, in 
virtue of the loan contmet with the Persian Government, Russia lias, in case of 
non-payment of coupons, right to control Persian customs. Tt is therefore indis- 
pensable first to decide whether this right can be ceded to a thind party, or whothor 
such a transaction would justify protest on the part of Persia, ‘ho Russian 
Government would also require full information as to the rights acquired by the 
Hrs Govemment in the event of interest on British Inns no Doing pais that 
e Imperial Government might know exactly what obligations acceptance of 

propose transaetion would fatal ctly what obligations acceptance of the 
| 2 Russian Government propose that allusion to third Powers in rogard to 
Conecssions in neutral zones should be omitted. This I verbally consented to (oobiniy 
despatch No, 132 of the 13th March), They presume there would be no objection to 

iprocal undertaking on our part 
ro-memorid contains no mention as to our proposed addition to last paragrap! 
Arliole 11 of Russian draft Convention, of as to mdtatensnoe of 6 dating uae 


transfer log ine: anti i i i 
a rani of telegraph Hines, but L do not anticipate that these poiuts will occasion 


St. Petersburgh, April 2, 1907. 





th March. 
in reply to Memorandum communicated by me on 
















































(10616) No. 8 
es i) Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 
Telegraphic.) P, 





STIDATON in Pons Tehran, April 2, 1907, 
Forty Persian Coss 
Russian Vi 


ie sian Cossac 






ss ave been dispatclied to Sobz 
Consul from Meshed is on his 
drown from ‘Purbat-icHaideri 
Apu the Persian Governor raised objections, 
ie popular party at Tabreez have seized ninety eases of arms addressed to the 
s beon lodged by the Russian Consul-General, who says that he 

for the lives aud property of Russian subjects unless hw gots 


nvar from ‘Tehran. 
fay. to Scbzowar with about thirty 
aid Meshed. On his arrival at 
disregarded. 























Shah, 2 
will decline resp 
a satisfactory reply 








(10158) Nod: 


ede Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 


(Telegraphic.) P, 
PERSIAN situation, 
Seem a No. 30 of the 26th ultimo, 
: wing ports in the Persian Gulf will be visited by His Majesty's shi 
a a u visit is Majesty's ship, should 
e nasi arise, viz, Bushire, Henjam, Bunder Abbas, Chabbar Jacke, nd Linea: 
© 


Foreign Office, April 2, 1907. 
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i icati fect to the Russian 
A ds making a communication to the above el 
Gaunoune have told Sir A. Nicolson to use his discretion. But, of course, we 


should resort to active measures only after previously communicating with Russian 
Government and when a really serious emergency necessitated such a co 





(10158) No, 10. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
No, 186. Confidential.) se ER 
"Vit reference to my telegram No. 43 of the 262 ultino,relativeto the situation 
in Porsia, I transmit to your Uxcelloney herewith copy ofa leter from the Admiral,” 
specifying, tho measures which it is proposed to take for the protection of Brit 
imorests inthe Persian Gulf inthe event of disturbances arising in that country, 
tauethor. with copy of tho roply which I have caused to be roturmed to tha 
CE a i rable, ¥ inform the I 
sur Excellency thinks such a course desirable, you may inform the 3 
Min et, Reelin Atars in a general way of the steps which This Majesty ' Govern: 
mv are prepare to tk in he event of newest arian, but in dong 40 pou ott 
impress npon him that active measures, which shou possible bi ted, will only 
He oe igo ofa vrious emorgeucy, aller provious communication with the 
Russian Government. 



























Tam, &, A 
(Signed) E GREY. 








(10158) No. IL. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
Cale Foreign Office, April 2, 1907. 
i, 





ir Baw cknowledgo the receipt of your 

nected by Seeretary Sir Rdvard Grey to, acknowledge the receipt of your 

Weior Pe Sat uiking. alaGog, the measures sich Vice-Admiral Sir B: SPs 
rocommonds that His Majesty's Goveramont should take for the protecti 
i nif in the event of mneos arising in Persia. 

an hours in the suggested programe, 

included in the list of ports to he 














and is of op 
visited by ono or moro of His 

Sir 0. Groy will not fail to appr 
soon ais a situation arisos which 
measures imperative, 





osty's ships ‘ 
6 the Lords Com 
view, renders the 


joners of the Admiralty so 
amediate application of these 






Tam&e 
(Signed) -E. GORST 





(10644) No. 12. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 3.) 





{f Stato for India presents his eomplimes 
Seeretucy of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and, by, direction of Mss Se 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary as 
o tho Viceroy, dated the 28th March, relative to the situation in 


India Office, April 2, 1907. 


IB Under-Secretary 








retary Mor! 
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0, copy of a telogram 
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Tnclosure in No. 12. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, March 28, 1907. 
PERSIA. 


Please refer to telegram of the 19th March from His Majesty's Ministor at ‘Tehran, 

In telegram of the 25th March His Majesty's Ambassador at St Potersburgli 
reported receipt of Memorandum from Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating 
that, in order to secure regular servies of Russian loans, Russian Government proposed, 
in case of necessity, to effect military occupation’ of Persian custom-houses at 
Bundergez, Meshedin, Carpfa, ‘Tamara, and Enzeli, and that for this purpose troops 
would be held in readiness, With a view to establishment of complete accord, Russian 
Government expressed a wish to be made acquainted with measures contemplated by 
His Majesty’s Government. 

In reply, Sir A. Nicolson said that proposed measures seemed practical for 
attainment of purpose, and he believed fixed limit to our protection of southern ports, 
but he would prefer to await: the views of His Majesty's Government. He addod. that 
Sir C. Spring-Rice was in favour of abstention as long as possible, while deprecating 
half measures. 

M., Tsvolsky said that Russian Government adhered to policy of non-intervention, 
and would only take proposed measures in case of urgent necessi 

‘The language hold by Sir A. Nicolson was approved in a telogram dated the 

eh and hie was informed that his reply to M. Isvolsky was in accordanco with 
ws of His Majesty’s Government, 















(10795) No. 13, 





P. Tehran, April 4, 1007, 





) 
SEISTAN, 
Reparation has now been’ made for the attacks on Tis Majesty's Consulato in 


eel in accordance with the conditions laid down in your telegram No, 3 of tho 
‘9th Jannary, 








(20802) a 





Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edioard Grey—(Received Aprit 4.) 








graphic.) P. Tehran, Aprit 4 i 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia and National Bank: My telegram Neo toe 
sad letter from the Imporial Bank reminding the Finauice Minister of the payment 
of interest due to-morrow was handed by me to the Minister for For ign Affi who 
benued for six months! grace. I replied that I had no authority to grant delay, and 
would lodge a protest if the amount was not paid on the stipulated dato, 1’ then 
asked if the terms of the National Bank’s Charter were tunder consideration. “Ho said 
gi view of my lettor, ho had sent for tho text; that he and the Financo Minister 
Wine. tamine He together; and that the Assembly would be approached on the 
‘The enstoms revenue is paid directly into the Russian Bank, so that paymont o 
erest on the Russian loans will probably not be delayed, No such sie 
5; nor is there any definite clause in ou loan contracts a8 {0 our occupying 
of failure to pay (see inclosnre in Sir A, Hardinge's No, 164 of the 
and No. 165 of the 3rd September, 1904). 
esiel on rainy that Re ver clause be eliminated 
a Sharter, and meanwhile we might press hard for payinent, 
t action on the part of the Russian and Naat tanks aga ne SHEEN 


Se jg Laperial Banks always possible (ee Sir A. Hiardinge's No, 10 


es 



























ports in 
80th Nov 
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{10796} No. 15. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edcard Grey.— (Received April 4.) 

(No. 76.) 

(Tolographic.) P. Tehran, April 4, 1907. 
TRRIGATION scheme on the Karun, My telegram No. 70 of the 28th ultim 
Sheikh of Mohammerah would propose to keep things as they are. He is not 

anxious for « foreign Company. At present thore chance of establishing a 

foreign Company here, and Duich Ministor has no news of its formation. 

T propose to keep the Sheikh informed of the course of events and to remain 
neutral 





(10857) No. 16. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 5.) 


igraphic.)_P, Tehran, April 5, 1907. 
HOLLOWING sent to Government of India :-— 


jt of squadron to Persian Gulf. 
According to a telegram which has just reached me from Bushire, a squadron isto 
arrive at Bundor Abbas on the 8th. 
The Consular gua demonstration 





(10886) 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 5.) 


.) 
phic.) P. Tehran, April 5, 1907. 

YOUR telogram No. 12 of the 4th February and my telegram No. 35 of the 
24th Rebruary. Bakhtiari rout. 

According to a telegram from sul at J st March and 
received to«lay, the Tikhini and Tbeggi of the Baklitiaris refuse to delegate full powers 
to the Chiefs now in Paris, ‘Chey insist that questions sliould. be referred to them in 
person, 





(9985) No. 18. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 5, 1 
WITIL reference to my letter of the Lith February, relative fo expenditure on 
Consilar establishments in’ Persia, Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
init to you herewith eopy of a letter from the India Olfice,* stating that the 
© Government of India re by . subject of the questions raised in 
your letter of the 26th Janua mud suggesting the 
iment of an Interdepartmental Committee to consider the best method of 
tujusting in future years the claims between the Lmperial and Indian Governments in 
respect of the establishments in Persia and ‘Turkish Arabia. 
Tam to inguin ply the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury would wish 
to bo returned to this proposal, 


Tam, &. 
(Gigned) EB, GORST. 





* Seo Part IX, No. 233. 


{10889} No. 16*. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 5.) 


{tthe 
‘lographic,) P. 
Bahey Potroleum Syndicate, 
cording to a telegram from Vice-Consul at Ahwaz, dated the 25th ulti 
A : rn c , 6 25th ulti 
Twosived toy, the Tikheni and Mheggi, of the Bakhtiari, hve. quarellel. the 
Shaliab-ceSaltanel (die beg has, come secretly to the Vieo-Consul and hinted that 
ie wou be poset inde the Sha to give Tin (the Mboggi) sole control of all 
wattes connected wit the Oi! Syndicate and the Baki toad, Ho. gave tho 
Hise Conga a ten underakivg dav i tis wore done and all payments made to 
allow the § pay the gnards themselves and deduct. fi 
amount due to him the sums thus expended, and would PASC ett 
Bands, with tho extta allowance of B00L ‘alieady conceleg, “AY oeant ee eat 
ands, with the extra allowa already conceded. At presont ‘ 
minor Chiols are in Tehran, ‘Thoy aro apparently inthe pot nt hsirelions have 
given to them to consult the Legation should occasion arise, me 
he Mogg offer, Captain Loriner thinks, should bo acepted 
ve replied that I will take no in the nub am rea i 
any proposal submited to me by the Chiefs now ia ema” et TOMY Wo consider 
., Captain Lorimer states that, as far as the immed 
situation locally is satisfactory. 


Tehran, April 5, 1907. 


we future is concerned, the 





tm 





(11049) No. 20°, 


Sir @. Spring-Kice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 6,) 
(No. 80.) 
(Telegraphic. P, Tehran, April 6, 1907, 

IMPERIAL Bank of Persia and National Bank. 

My tolegram No, 75. 

Tam informed hy Minister of Finance that he has delayed the signature of the 
National Bank contract for the present. 

According to him, and I haye the same impression, no hostile action against the 
Imperial Bank is intended by the Assembly. He hopes to secure the withdrawal of 
tte silver clause from the National Bank's Charter by using the arguments advanced 
by you, 

The instalment of interest due yesterday was not paid. He asked what His 
Majesty's Government would do, Treplied that no instructions had reached me. 





(1741) pe 





[11007] No. 19. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received April 6.) 
jal. 

pees 2 Admiralty, April 5, 1907, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, and to Sir C. §, ring-Rice’s 
telegram No. 77 inclosed with your letter of the 5th instant, respecting the proposed 
ernise in the Persian Gulf, T am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
copies of telegrams dated the 4th and 5th instant respectively, which have been 
dispatched in cypher to the Commander-in-chief, East Thdies, with reference to the 
present situation in Persia. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) C. I. THOMAS. 


SS 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 19. 
Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Sir BE, Poé. 


(Telographic.) P. Admiralty, April 4, 1907, 
Tis thought by Sir E, Grey that list of Persian ports, which His Majesty's ships 
should visit in case of emergency, should certainly include Charbar. 
Until, however, you receive from Admiralty definite instructions, you should take 
no steps in the matter, 





Tnelosure 2 in No. 19. 
Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Sir B, Pod. 


(Telegraphic.) P, Admiralty, April 5, 1907. 
VISUD to any Persian ports at present time is thought by Sit I. Grey to be 

imdesirable, as, if British squadron arrived suddenly, the population might believe 

that joint action is being taken against Persia by British and Russian Governments, 
You must therefore Postpone cruise to ports in Persian Gulf for the present, 





(11047) No. 20. 


India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received April 6.) 
Sir, ; India Office, April 6, 1907. 
.__ IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 22; id ultimo, relative to the probable 
inability of the Persian Government to pay the instalment of the advance made to them 
through the Imperial Bank, which falls due early in April, I am directed by. 
Mr. tary: ones to request that you will draw Sir B, Grey’s attention to the last 
Paragraph of Sir H. Walpole’s letter of the 4th October, 1906, and to say that he 
concurs in Sir E. Grey's Proposal to authorize Sir C. Spring-Rice to send in a note of 


formal protest to the Persian Government, but at the same time to adopt a lenient 
policy in the matter. 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


ee 


(1741) D 
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[10006] No. 21. 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©, Spring-Rice 
(No. 39.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. 
VISIT of squadron to Persian Gulf, 
On receipt of your telegram No. 77 of the 5th instant, instructions were sent to 
Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, that cruise to Persian ports should for the present be 
postponed, 


Foreign Office, April 6, 1907. 





(10802) No, 22. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
fii 40.) 
‘olegraphic,) P. 
VISIT of squadron to Persian Gulf, 
In reply to your telegram No, 77, Admiralty inquire whether, if notice were given, 
there would’ be any objection to the Bust Indies squadron visiting ports of Gulf in two 
weeks! time, 
If this is undesirable, no visit will be possible to Persian ports during present 
eruiso of the squadron, 


Foreign Office, April 6, 1907. 





(10335) No, 23. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, april 6, 1907. 
1s correspondence relative to the proposed Anjlo- 
rd to Persia now in course of negotiation, I am directed 
Sir Hdward Groy to transmit to you herewith ich fron 
lis Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh? containing 
suggestions which his Hxcelloney desires to offer in connection with the draft 
Convention submitted by the Russian Government, copy of which formed. the inelosure 
in my letter of the 28th Rebruary. 

With regard to the first paragraph of Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch, Tam to infor 
you that Sir, Grey has already informed his Excellency that His Majesty's 
Goverment desire the reference to third parties as regards concessions in the British 

special zones to be maintained, ‘This information, which was con 
olson in Sir Bi, Grey's telegram No. 89 of the 13th ultimo, had not reached 
eney at the time when his despatch was written. A copy of the telegram in 
question is inolosed. 

On the 114 ultimo Sir B. Grey addressed a telegram to Sir A. 
copy of which was forwarded to you the samo day, stating that His Majesty 
ment were only interested that British concessions should 1iot be opposed in the neutral 
zone without provions agreement with them, and that they were willing to 
reciprocal enzagement on this point, 

‘The draft of an Article ILI proposed by Six A. Nicolson is intended to give effect 
to tho viow of Hlis Majesty's Government on this question, Sir E, Grey considers it 
satisfactory in principle, but would prefor to substitute the words “same regions” for 
the words "afore-mentioned regions of Persia” at the end of the first paragraph, which 
would, in his opinion, improve the language of the Article without altering its sense. 

Hoe would accordingly propose, subject to the concurrence of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
to autliorize Sir A. Nicolson to submit this draft to the Russian Minister for Foroi 
Affairs with the slight verbal alteration above indicated, 

Sir B. Grey concurs in Sir \, Nicolson’s view that it would be well to omit from 
tho text of the proposed Agreement any specific reference to “zones” or * spheres.” 

Sir B. Grey is of opinion that Sir A. Nicolson’s proposed draft of an Article V 
represents, in principle, the views of His Majesty's Government ou the point with 
which it deals, He would prefer, however, to omit from it any mention of the possible 
establishment of controllers of the one nationality over customs or pledged revenues 


Nos Seo Part IX, No. 205, 
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in the sphere of the other Power, a contingency for which no specific provision is 
made in the loan agreements concluded by the Imperial Bank of Persia with the 
Persian Government. He would further suggest that the idea embodied in tho Articlo 
would be more precisely expressed if the following wording were substituted for that 
submitied by Sir A. Nicolson :— 


“Tn case of the non-payment of the interest on loans contracted by the Govern- 
ment of the Shah in Russia, Great Britain would be prepared to undertake the 
collection and remission to the Russian Government of the due proportion of tho 
customs receipts or other revenues pledged to tho service of such loans in the regions 

within the lines mentioned in Article II. 
“In similar circumstances, Russia would be prepared to undertake the collection 
and remission to His Britannic Majesty's Government of the due proportion of the 
receipts or other revenues pledged to the service of the loans, contracted by 

oyernment of the Shali with the Imperial Bank of Persia, in the rogion wi 
nes mentioned in Article I.” 


Sir E. Grey_proposes, if Mr. Morley should see no objection, to authorize Sir A. 
Nicolson to submit to M. Isvolsky the draft of an Article hese terms. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GORST, 





(10617) No. 24. 


Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 6, 1907, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the nogotiations for an 
Anglo-Russian Agreement with regard to Persia, I am directed by Secretary Si Bdward 
Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a tologram from Mis Majesty's Ambassador 
at St. Potersburgh,® enumerating certain points on which the Russian Government 
desire explanations in connection with this subjec 
With regard to the first of these points—namely, the question whether the Russian 
Government ire justified in ceding toa third Powor (ie., to Creat Britain), as far as the 
proposed British sphere is concerned, the right whieh is conferred upon them by th 
Joan contracts with the Pe) nent of controlling the Persian revenues pledged 
to the s ment of the interest, Sir By Cre 
ileration of Mr. Secretary Morley the followi 


order to insure the proposed collection of the pledged revenues by the one 
party in the sphere of the other, it does not appear to be necessary thiat, these rovention 
should be ceded to the former. "The party to whom the collection was intrusted would 

ing. as the agent of the other, and it does not appear, therefore, that. the 


Persian Government: would! have any right to object to such a proceedin, 

With reg coud point—namely, what. rights Tis Majesty's Government 
possess of taking action in the event of the non-payment of the interest-on the. Britiah 
loans, aud, consequently, what would be the responsibility incurred by tho Russian 
Government should this’ contingency: aris, Sit E. Grey would observe that the loan 
contracts concluded by the Imperial Bank of Persia with the Persian Government do 
not expressly provide for such a case, Ho is, however, of opinion that, the right. of 
‘control be held to follow inherently from tho 


ey's concurrence, to 

Q au Goverment in (hie 

sense of the above observations, in reply to their pro-memorid, and to indicate to thom, 
the revenues upon which the British loans fo Persia are secured, 

With regard to the proposal of the Russian Goverument, embodied in the 
paragraph of Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram numbered 2, Mr. Morley is aware that 
Excellency has already been authorized to inform M, Tevolsky. that Mis Majesty's 
Governinent consent to the omission of an allusion to. the subjects of third Powora in 
‘connection with concessions in the neutral zoue, and that they aro willing to give a 


* No. 
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procal undertaking to that effect. As, however, the Russian Government appear 

Ho (lesire an aestranco' of the kind ing cd, Sir E. Grey considers that His 

Uisy/s Government would do well to emphasize their readiness to give one, and 

would propose, if Mr, Morley sees no objection, to authorize Sir A. Nicolson to make a 
« ication in this senso to M. Isvolsky. : s 

© Sie 8) Ghey Would Ne ald Ga be ceed tae Morley’s views on the foregoing 

questions at as early a date as possible. eae 

(Signed) E, GORST. 





(10802) No. 25. 
Foreign Office to Tndia Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 6, 1907. 
" TAM directed by Seeretary Sir Bdward Crey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a telegram from His Majesty's Ministor at 4 hran,* relative to the inability of the 
Persian Government: punetually to offeet the payment of the interest due on the loans 
‘mado to them by the Imperial Bank of Persia, 7 
With regard to the point raised in the Second paragraph of this eer: 
Sir 1, Grey's views on the subject of the right of His Majesty’s Government to control 
tho roventies pledged to the service of these loans in the event of the non-payment 
of Mg Hvar ag se forth in ny Tetra toy. sce 
Should M retary: Motley concur in that expression of opinto r 
Sui proposo to nddregha tologeupy in. that Ronse toroie GO, Se ng-ltice which would 
furnish hin with the necessary indication of the attitude of His Majesty's Government 
this point. ne eh rod 
Nino: Grey youll borer augue en Morley agrees, to approve Sir ©. Spring- 
Rico's proposal to postpone the demand for the immediate paymont of the interest on 
condition that the clause in th charte of thi Now National Bank, granting it priority 
inv the importation und sale of silver, is eliminated, teat, ‘ 
(Signed) GORST. 





[11083) No, 26. 


Sir @. Spring-Rice to Sir Biward Grey.— (Received April 7,) 
iwey ic) I Tehran, April 7, 1907, 
VISIT of squadron to Persian Gulf, Your telegram No. 40. , 4 
sit of u squadron at present would srve rise, I think, to rumours of impending 
intervention. It should be borne in mind, how ‘er, that we may be forced eventually 
‘ction in the south, and naval and military forces should be available in ease of 


sity, 2 , . 
Robberies vill soon bein in the south, for the tribes are now on the move. ‘This 
iiight give a pretext for other Powers to intervene if we abstained. 





(11095) No. 27. 
Sir BE. Goschen ta Sir Rdward Grey,—(Received «April 8.) 


ge eee Vienna, April. 5, 1907, 
WITH referince to your despatch No. 22 of the 30th ultimo, T have the honour to 

report that his Highness abiegsi\zam called upon me to-day : 
Mor informing me iat his appointment as Grand Vizier was not yet definitely 


18 


decided upon, his Highness enlarged upon the diffcnlties of the post at the present 
juncture, and said that, unless he could get the Shah to sharo his views, hewould 
certainly decline to take office. His vi 

was bad, and that the new system ha 

its present state left also much to 

Assembly had had no time to learn 

to arrogate to itself su 

‘To eradicate this erron 


Persia must go with the times, and that 
as the country was for representative institutions, 
less the Shah accepted theso vi 
accept the post of Grand Vizier, His impression was thy 
hold these views, and that His Majosty’s present. entourage wi 
ke a sort of coup d’Btat and disni 
persuade him to give up this idea 
was excessively intellige 
a coup @’Btat’ would ho 


able troops 
hopeless to look to the 
sullicient capital at its disposal, aiid. such 
‘ro had, perhaps justly, such a deep-rooted mistrust of Ponto 
at they would Sooner withdraw’ their deposits than seo theny adveceog 
his brought his Highnoss gently to tho question as to wlntiee 
His, Majesty's Goverment would be inclined to advaiee a certain sar ie eee, 
yt amistiould he accept ofic, to deul with the situation during the nocoseary 
interval which, would. bo required for selting Persian alluina into sone segue 
1 thon informed his Highness, in uecardance with your fistrucions thet eine ee 
# of the Russian Goverment and the assent of tho Persian Governor aca 
prmbly, His Majesty's Goverument could not affonl him: ay, Ananotal 
il to him that as loug as the Persian Goverment ovo 
ain dn security the lives and proporty of British and othes foreign oehjec 
Giana He eoneessions and. obligations which they bad undertaken, Ihe Meio 
3 he desire nor the intention to intervene in the faternal ater, 
rigness said iat the Persian Government ould eortainly.keop to. ite 
Shangements, and. would da its best to protect foreign subjecte, but Wo med regi 
wie tha ‘icieut police was roquired, aud that, aguin, coat mone 
Un proceeded to stato that it vould e his lit ondeuvoun he 
mouey reqtired for adininistrative reforms wad otk cary 
he contre itself and_ that he proposed to do all in his powie eet 
Hut heh doubts of boing able to do tis, asthe mead ye 
amin 5 Hal mise people oxtoodingly shy. of alvancing money ty 
Toments and Le would like. to kaowy ¥f tho. Persian Govarument en eee 
conor tacit loan, whether it should apply to eer lity Majong a 
vont othe Russians Government alone or to both stultaneousle rep 
unggred to me; from what you had said with regard tthe inability ef 
mer arnmnent to: wake an advance withont the eo-opomation of tec hougee 
Aevernment, that the same sould tio true of the Russert ere enty and that 
therfore the two Governments should be appruichod atic: This was. a 
owerer, on which he should consult. Wea olin. 
; Highness then re 
inforssed him, Heh 
which wore being 
catively relieved whon | told hits 
ished hinn to bo a nus being discussed which could 
Tell in ans prejudice to the independence and intestite of Prose 
ing CikIDR Weave: OF me his Highness again’ selernel to the crormious dificulty of 
bringing the National Assembly ou the one heard, and the Administration 
on the other, to a proper seuse of their mapeel tions, and he asked whether, if 
apport ot vail, and he undertook this thorny’ tasky He coud see upon the 
Support of His Majesty's Government 
(i741) 


the two: 


E 
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T replied that I felt assured that any efforts on his part to bring Persia into the 
paths of moder progress and to tranquillize the country would most certainly meet 
with the approbation of His Majesty’s Government. 
T will not fail to communicate to my Russian colleague the substance of the above 
conversation, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. E. GOSCHE! 





(11056) No. 28. 
Admiralty to Roreign Office. —(Received April 8.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 6, 1907. 

TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a 
tologram which has been received from tho Commander-in-chief on the East. Indies 
station at Muscat, dated the 6th instant, 

Tt will he seon that tho Commandor-in-chief, East Indies, entirely excludes a visit 
to Persian ports from this programme, 

Before approving this revised cruise, my Lords would be glad to be informed 
whether a cruise to Persian ports, on the lines suggested in the programme inclosed in 
Admiralty letter of the 26th March, could be carried out in a fortnight’s time if notico 
Wore iven, or whother the tologram No. 77 of the 5th April from Sir C. Spring-Rice at 
‘Tubran is to be understood as deprecating any visit by a British naval squadron. to 
Porsian ports within tho next few weeks, in which case it would uot be carried out 
during the present cruise of the Bast Indies Squadron, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) W. GRAHAM GREENE, 


Inclosure in No, 28. 


Vice-dAdmival Sir I, Poé to Admiralty. 

(Pelographie.) April 6, 1907. 
PROPOSD to leave 8th April for Koweit, and from there visit Bussorah in Royal 

Indian Marino ship “Lawrence,” and retura to Bombay, 





(11083) No. 29, 
Voreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1907. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edvard Grey to inform you that, on the receipt of 
your lottor of the Gth instant relative to tho situation in Persia, he addressed a telegram 
to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, inquiring whethor there is, in his opinion, any 
objection to the Bast India squadron visiting the southorn ports of that country in about 
Scloringhte tina aller givin louea of nie tatenton oats so, and adding that the 
Squadron would otherwise be unable to visit those ports at alll during the present 
crise, 
Tam to transmit to you herewith copy 
from Sir ©. §} 


y considers that no 
e for a visit, which, 
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[10886] No. 30, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 7th February, relative to the visit to Europo 
of two of the Bakhtiari Chiefs, Iam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform. 
you that he has received a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tohran, stating 
‘that, according to a message which reached him on the 5th instant from His Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at Ahwaz, the ruling Chiefs refuse to delegate full powers to their colleagnes 
in Paris, but insist that all quostions should be referred to themselves personally, 
am, &, 


T 
(Signed) "5, GorsT, 





(10889) No. 31. 
Foreign Offce to Mr. J. R. Preece, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1907. 

1AM directod by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has recoived @ 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, repeating a messago from His 
Majesty's Vico-Consul at Ahwaz, dated the 25th ultimo, to the effect that a disagree 
ment has arisen among the ruling Chiefs of the Bakhtiari, with the result that the 
Shahab-ee-Saltanoh hag hinted to Onpiain Lorimer, in tho epune of x aide akin he 
paid to him in secret, that the Shah might be induced to place under tho Shahab's sole 
control all matters connected with your Syndicate and with the Bakhtiari road: 

The Shahab gave to Captain Lorimer a writton undertaking that, in such an 
event, he would, ifall payments were made to him, permit the Syndicate themselves. to 
pay the guards, and deduct the amounts expended, and! that he would adhere to the 
existing agreement, with the additional allowance of 5001, already azreed to, 

Captain Lorimer believes that tho lessor Chiefs now visiting ‘Tehran aro partios to 
this plot and adds that they have been instructed, if necessary, to cousull Ilis Majesty's 
Legation. He recommended the acceptance of tho Shahab’s offer, 

Sir ©. Spring-Rice reports that he has expressed, in reply, his willingness to 
consider any proposal made by the Chiefs at ‘Tehran, but his declined to tako the 
initiative, 

Captain Lorimer considers the local situation satisfactory as regards the immediate 
future, 
Tam, &o 
(Signed) Gorsn, 





(10285) No. 32, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 53.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April’9, 1907, 

‘THE Netherland Chargé d’Affaites called at this Office on tho 28th ultimo, and 
{eft 9 note, copy of which is inclosed,® inquiring as to the accuracy of a report revolved 
by his Government from their Minister at ‘Tehran, to the elect hat you hind. beew 
instructed to declare that His Majesty's Government’ had vwithdrawn their objection to 
the grant to a foreign Syndicate of a concession to utilize the waters of ihe arin for 
purposes of irrigation. 

It swas explained to M. van Roijen, in roply, that you had been informed that if a 
concession were eventually granted to an international Syndicate, Ilis Majesty's Gaverne 
ment would, in certain events, adopt a neutral attitude, but that they fae thet tho 
Pies of the Sheikh of Mohammerah must be considered, nnd they wore now waiting 
for further information from you on this subject, 


© Seo Part IX, No, 297, 
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Mi van Roijen expressed the fear that the Germans were making offers to the 
Sheikh which might be detrimental to the Dutch scheme, and asked that he might be 
furnished with a written reply to his inquiry as soon as the necessary information wes 
received from Tehran, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





110348) No. 33. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4, Nicolson. 
(No. 147.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 9, 1907. 

T HAVE your Bi despatch No, 156 of ihe 25th ultimo 
recording i con x for Foreign Affairs relative to the 
situation in Persia, uurse of which M. Isvolsky inquired whether His Majesty's 
Government contemplated ocenp ustom-houses of the southern ports in tho 
event of disturbances in that eownt 

Your Excelleney is authorized to inform MF, Isvolsky, in reply to his inquiry, that 
is Majesty's Government would afford protuetion to British aud other forciga subjects, 
anid would! maintain order in those ports, but that the custom-houses would only be 
oveupiod in the event of the Persia iment showing signs of suspending the 
Piyment of tho interost dis on the 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





(10796) No. 34, 
Sir Edward Grey to M. van Roijen. 


Foreign Office, April 9, 1907. 
Honour to acknowledge ihe receipt of your note of the 28th ultimo, 
‘utilization of the waters of the Karun for purposes of irrigation, whieh 
od by vou to Sir rie Darrington, 
fe the honour to 
t Tehran, reporting th i of Mohammerah has no desire: for the 
ion of w fore for the purpose i ind would prefer a. 
coittinaice of the pr ation. 
Sir ©, Sprint cl inister at Tehran is not awaro of 
tho formation of such Company, there is at prosent little chance of the 
establishment of such an enturpri capital. 


Majesty's 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) 





(11473) No, 35, 


Nicolson'lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received: April 10.) 


St. Petersburgh, April 10, 1907. 
despatch No. 116 of the 20th ultinio, T was told today 
pared to give the assurances which T suggested in my 

Sth ultimo to Zil-es-Sultan, and that he would cause hie 
informed of this deci 





Ww 


(41474) No. 36. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 
St. Petersburgh, April 10, 1907, 


tabeg had applied for assistance, 
ernment, would facilitate his return 





No. 37, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, aprit 10, 1907, 
THE Persian Chargé d’Affaires inquired to-day about our negotiations with 


He gathered from the press that they were in an advanced etato, and he would 
like to bo told privately what the conditions of them were. ‘ . 

Tsaid T had already stated tho goneral character of to negotiations, which was to 
prevent Russia and ourselves from coming into conflict in any of the countries in the 
region of the Indian frontier. I had aided to this that thore was nothing in the 
negotiations which affected the independence and integrity of Persia, ’ 

In reply to further requests for moro details, I oxplainod that, until the nogotia- 
tions were completed, it was impos tly what their preciso form might be, 
T could only repeat the assurance that they did not coneern tho independence and 
intonrity of Persia; there was, therefore, no occasion for Persia to bo a party to them, 
and I could ¢ no further statement about them. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) E, GREY. 





(11568) No, 38. 


Sir ©. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received April 11.) 

(No, 82) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Persia, 
Tam informed by Minister for Foroign Affaire that a satisfactory settloment has 

now been arrived at with regard to the murder of a Russian subject a¢ Sobzewar, bat 

fuatjauother incident has arisen at Turbat-ilaideri, where anothor Tussian subject 
S been attacked. 

‘ton the provinces the reports aro satisfactory on the whole, Outrages aro not 
Thor frequent than formerly, and the country does not seem worso off than botore, 
though there is neither Government nor money. 

The Court party openly talk of the necessity of calling in foreign help, and somo 
Site Russian Agents aro apparently using provocative language. ‘Tho Iurciny 
Minister tells mo that the Shah will probably soon apply to Great Dritain and Ruste ae 
money, with or without the consent of the Assembly. 

xen if the views of the Russian Governm mt undergo a change, I hall asyume, 
Upless hear to the contrary, that the instructions contained in your telegram Nev 1g 
of the 12th February still hold good. 


Tehran, April 11, 1907, 
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[11569] No. 39. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Hdiovrd Grey.—(Received dpril 11.) 
(he BB a 
eles ic.) PB. 
PERSIAN Gulf quarantine. 
Our control of the quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf will probably be 
attacked shortly. I trust stops will be taken to secure the maintendace of the 
present system, 


Tehran, April 11, 1907. 





[11095] No. 40, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 


(No. 41, Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Foreign Office, April 11, 1907, 

SIRt E, GOSCHEN was informed by Atabeg-i-Azam, when at Vienna em route to 
Porsia, that Shah had not yet decided on his appointment as (rand. Vision 

His Highnoss, in speaking of Persian affairs, condemned old. systera of Gov 
ten but disapproved also of the Assembly. ‘The latter was endeavouring to acquire 

preme power in the State, If he took office ho was detormined neverthelocy to 
{phold Uerliamentary institutions. Ho would, however, refuse the appointment, of 
(rand Vizier wulegs ho could induce Shah to adopt his views and reject those of Hee 
Majesty's entourage, who wore trying to induce His Majesty to dissolve Assembly. by, 
crip Wetal, The Persian people wero shy of lending to their Govermnent, and. he 
therefore had but litle hopo of boing able to tuise’a los im We Until, 
However affairs had boon put in order, thore was need for money for the prevention of 
disturbances and for dealing with the situation, 

Acting on my instructions, Sir E. Coschen, when questioned by the Atabeg 

nfGriwed him that no finanetal aid could bo afforded hitn by’ His Majesty's Government 
Without the cooperation of the Russian Government and the assont of the Pemiag 
Assombly and Government. ‘Thore would be, his Excellency added, no intervention on 
the part of His Majesty's Government in the internal affairs of Persia so long ae Deitch 
‘nl othor foreign lives and property wore protected! by the Persian Governn ant. 

Sit By Goschen informed his Wighness that nest 1g was being discussed in the 
Abglo-lnssian negotiations whereby the integrity or independence of Persia could be 
affected, 

Sir [, Goschen communicated the substance of the above conve 
Russian colleague at Vienna 





(10988) No. 41, 
Foreign Office to Mr. J. R. Preece, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 11, 1907. 

TAM ditoctad by Secrotity Sir. Eilward Groy to trausuit to you herewith copy of 
a Meuorindum,® drawn up by M.BMouard Kitibji, on the subject of the difiesiics 
with which the Oil Concessions Syndicate are medting in the prosecution of thee 
‘enterprise, 

‘This paper lias been received from Lis Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, who state 
forwarding it, that M. Kitabji has been of considerable sorvieo in arranging Ul 
ubiect of the (Oil Concession should not arouse the opposition of the Persian 
Assembly, 

Sir ©. Spring-ltice considers that thore is some justice in M, Kitabji’s remarks as 
to tho advisability of reserving the interforence of ty's Legation as a last 
Tesource, and of not trusting too much to the respect of the Bakhtiari Khans for the 
lotter of their contract, 


* Seo Lnclosure in No, 49, 


a) 


He adds that he has had some conversation with the Shuja-es-Sultan, who is the 
chief opponent of the Concession a Tehran, in the course of which, without entering 
into a detailed disenssion, he pointed out to that Chief that, if tho petroleum enterprise 
is abandoned in consequence of the opposition of the Bakhtiari Khans, they themselves 
will be the principal sufferers, 





(11610) No. 42. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Reccived April 19.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorwtary of State for Voreign Affairs, and, with referenco to India, Office letter, dated 
the 2ud ‘prt by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, for the informa- 
tion of the Secretary of State, copies of telograms from and to the Viceroy relative to 
the situation in Persia, 

India Office, April 11, 1907. 

——————— 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 42, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 
(Telegraphic) P. April 8, 1907, 
SITUATION in Persia, Your telegram of the 26th ultimo, 
Ne shonld be lad to have a repetition of passage commencing “In reply, Sir A. 
Nicolson,” and ending “ views of His Majesty's Government,” and of names of Persian 
custom-louses, occupation of which is proposed by Russia, 


———_— 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 42, 


Mr. Morley to Government of Initia. 


phic) P, India Office, April-4, 1907. 
SITUATION in Persia, Your telegram of tho 3rd instant 
Sentenco of which repetition is requested is as follows :— 


‘ds reply, Sir A; Nicolson said that propoved measures seomed practical for the 


purpose, and, he believed, fixed to our protection of southern ports, but he would 


‘ews of His Majesty's Government.” 
Please. refer to my telegram dated the 18th February, in whieh policy is stated 
that, even if protection of foreigners rouslors show of fores absolutely neeoseany, bor 
bo confined to ports for physical reasons, 


dllowing are Persian custom-houses named by Russian Government; Enzeli, 
Bundergez, Mash-hadi-i-sar, Julfa, and Astara, 





{11609} No. 43. 


Admiralty (0 Foreign Offce—(Neceived Aprit 12,) 
(Confidential,) 
Sin, Admiralty, April 11, 1907. 
NILTH teforenes to your letter of dhe Sth instant, Tam commanded by my Lardy 
Getamissioners of the Admiralty to transuit, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, «. paraphrase of tolegram dated toxlay, which te Teen 
“ent 19 the Comimanderin-chief, Bast Indies, relative to the situation in Pasa, 

‘This telegram has been addres is Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire, 
Heit a request that he may communicate it to the Commander-in-ohieh who ie ancy 
Koweit to-day, 
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Tnclosure in No, 43. 
Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Sir E. Pot. 
(Telegraphie.) P. Admiralty, Aprit 11, 1907. 
WE approve your telegram, 
You should keep ships ready, so that, if you are so ordered, yon can start at short 
notice for ports in Porsian Gulf. : A 
For the noxt month you should report in advance movements which you propose 
to make, 





(11473) No. 44. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 43) 


‘Pelographie) P. Foreign Office, April 12, 1907. 
ee TAST sao to my telegram No. 30, dated 20th ultimo, respecting Zil-es-Sultan. 
British Ambassador at St. Petersburgh has been told by M. Isvolsky that latter 
Il cause his Highness to be informed that Russian Government are willing to give 
assurances of a similar nature to those which British Government gave in the past. 





(11807) No. 45. 
India Office to Koreign Office.—(Received April 18.) 


Sir, India Office, April 11, 1907. 
1AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir B. Gorst’s letter, dated the 
th March last, with which was forwarded copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
sador at St. Petersburgh, transmitting the draft of a note, to be annexed to the 
an Qonvention with regard to Persia, for effecting the transfer of the 


1 ‘Tohirin telegraph line to Russian control, and that of the Meshed-Seistan line 
ih control 
In reply, 1 am to inform you that Mr. Morley approves the terms of the draft note, 
‘and concurs in Sir B, Grey's proposal to authorize Sir A, Nicolson to communicate it 
to the Russian Government, 
Tam, &e, 


(Signed) A, GODLE 





{11807} No. 46. 


‘dward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No, 48, 
(ring a) B, Foreign Office, April 13, 1907. 

T HAVE received your despatch No. 132 of the 13th ultimo, respecting transfer of 
Porsian telegraph lines, 

‘You may communieato to Russian Government the draft note which you suggest, 
and tho ters of which have my approval. 





(12194) No. 47. 
Sir G. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived dprit 16.) 


Tehran, March 20, 1907. 
HIS Majesty’s Consul at Mohammerah writes that M. ‘Ter Meulen, who was at one time 
jan Consular Agent there, and afterwards Agent for the Hamburg-America line, has 
informed him that a Company has recently been started to trade from Ahwaz with a 
capital of 10,0000,, under the name of “Ter Meulen and Gratama.” 
Voth these gentlemen are Dutchmen ; and in view of the Dutch scheme for floating 
4 international Company for the Karun irrigation works, I would suggest that inquiry 
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might be made in Holland as to the composition, scope, and objects of the new trading 
Company. 

AM. Gratama visited the Karun a year ago, and M. Ter Moulen has been engaged 
for several years on various scheniés of a more or less adventurous’ charactor at 
Mohammerah, 

He is not, or was not at one time, on friendly terms with the Sheikh. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(12195) No. 48, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received April 16.) 


(No. 51, Confidential.) 
ir, Tehran, March 20, 1907. 
LHAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which I have received 
from His Majesty's Consul-Goneral at Tabreca, reporting the disturbed stato of that town) 
and the excitement caused by rumours of Russian intervention in the near future. 
Thave, &e, 
Gigned) " OECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No. 48, 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 


(No. 14. Confidential.) 
Sir, 


ch roputa 
ight in the upper part of 
id the bullet passed through his neck into 
were a wound is necessarily dangerous in 
jan of the American Mission, who is attending 
some hope that his life may he saved, 

Haji Hassan Milanlii seoms to” have no personal enemies, and the motive for the 
crime is assumed to he political. Several persons have been arrested on suspicion, but 
have been released for want of proof. The public generally consider that the attompt 

instigated by the Shali in order to intimidate the members of the Enjumon, and tho 

ing state of unrest has been much aggravated in consequenc 

The internal dissensions which I have proviously reported seem to be increasing, 
The Senior Ecclesiastics have formed an Fujumen of their own, to be guided by Short 

© entirely severed the mt with the 

nd te aceept is nomination as an Azerbaijan 
deputy, retu ‘ some ten days'ago, and seems tobe working for his own 
hand. “He has a large followingof Seyids, Many believe that he has been hought over 
dy the Shab, and is sent. to Tabroez as an “agent provocateur” to excite disturbances 
and afford a pretext for Russian intervention. 

‘The reported concentration of Russian troops on the frontier ik generally credited, 
Tn this connection Lam informed by Mr, D'houct, the Acting Director of Customs, who 
came here from Julfs a fortnight azo, that when hie left a hundred Cossacks wore daily 

ted, and that the Russian Customs Director had been warned of the approtchingg 
arrival of another hundred for whom he was to provide stablings Rumour naturally 

r beyond these numbers, but I ave received no further confirmation, 

The public here express great anxiety and indigaation concerning the probability 
of Russian interference in Azerbaijan at the request of the Shah, Some hot-headed 
individuals talk wildly of the desirability of sac net—a Consul for choice 
—in order, as they think, to ensure the counter-intervention of another Power. Further 


7] G 
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anxiety is due to the rumour that Ferman Ferma is shortly to be sent with troops to 
Teassert the Shal's authority in Tabreez, and open resistance is threatened to such a 
mission, 
‘Allogetlier the situation appears even more disquieting than hitherto, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 





(10988) No, 49. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 16.) 


Tehran, March 22, 1907. 

WII roforence to previous correspondenee on the subject of the D'Arcy Oil 
Concession, I have the lionour fo transmit herewith a Memorandum drawn up by 
Mx, E. Kitabji on tho subject of the difficulties which the Company are now mecting 
in the prosocution of theit enterprise. 

Mr, Kitabji, who is chiarged with this despatch, has been of considerable service 
in arranging that the subject of the oil concession should not arouse the opposition 
of the Astombly. He is no doubt anxious to be employed as Persian agent of the 
Company. Mr, Preece will be better able to judge of the advisability of such an 
appointinont than Lam, and I accordingly offer no opinion on the subject. 

‘At the same time there seems to me to be some justice in his remarks as to 
tho advisability of reserving the interference of this Legation as a last resource, and of 
not trusting too much to the respect of the Bakhtiaris for the letter of their contract, 

{have lad somo conversation with the Shuja-es-Sultan who is the chief opponent 
hore of the concession, but I have not entered into a detailed discussion, mercly 
obsorving that if the petroleum enterprise is abandoned in consequence of the 
‘opposition of the Bakhtiari Chiefs, they themselves will be the principal sulferers. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure in No. 49. 


Memorandum by Mr. Kitabji on the Affairs of the D'Arcy Oil Company in Persia. 


WITTE respect to the contract concluded between Mr. D'Arcy and the Bakhtiari 
Khans, T understand that the Persian Government point out that it should have been 
first submitted to thom before being signed, and that they have opposed the contract 
on tho ground that the scope of the contract includes somo. territory whieh would 
appear fo belong to the Persian Government. Should they ratify this contract, they 
would admit that the torrithry in question hiclonged to the Bakhitiari tribe, 

Besides this, another contention can be raised by the 
a8 4 portion of the land included in the contract 
endowment), This Iand having been taken by for 
litigation. 

Whit hias been the cause of the misunderstanding so far? Tt should first be 
observed that ono of the Chiefs who most severely contests the contract is Sliuja-es- 
Sultan Bakhtiari, clder brotler of Stiabab-es-Sultanch the Mbeggi. ‘This Chief has 
boon for soveral years attached to the present Shah at Tabreez and is now in the same 
capacity at Weliran, Is it not likely that his present opposition bas something 
underhand in it which it would be desirable to counteract ? 

Tn the seeond place the Company perhaps tried to follow too closely the letter of 
the contract, forgetting that thoy had to deal with people who are unacquainted with 
law aad contimets, and who, as woon as there was difference of opinion, thought they 
had a right to ignore their engagoments, and resorted practically to blackmail in order 
to carry out their designs, 

On the other hand, at the first misunderstanding, the Company availed themselves 
of the ultimate means of recourse at their disposal, that is the intervention of the 
British Legation, When Tsay that the ultimate means of recourse were employed T 
mean that such recourse should have been actually withheld until the last moment, 
and should have beon avoided by all possitle means, and held out to these Chiefs as a 
Kindof threat, It should not be forgotten that the Persian Government, if even well 
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Aisposed towards the contract, have not at their disposal the means of bringing 
effective pressure to bear on the Bakhtiari tribe. This point sliould have been taken 
into consideration at the beginning, and) though a contract had been concluded, it 
would still have heen good poliey fo try and win the friendship of the Chiefs and of the 
tribe by showing them the advantages which they themselves would gain. Further- 
more it would be advantageous to win over the goodwill of the local councillors of the 
Chiefs. 
Tam of opinion that all these difficulties can now be overcome, but with some 
ie, which would have been ayoided if the matter had been taken up. in 


One of the first steps fo be taken is the appointment at ‘Tehran of an agent of the 
Company wlio would have fo deal with the Persian Government in all matters 
concerning the Company, I should here observe that Mr, D'Arcy lias already 
distributed au important sum of money both in cash and in shares among those persons 
who were in a position to assist the enterprise, and this should not be lost. sight: of in 
attempting to settle the present difficulties. These persons should be made to seo the 
advantage of lending their aid, which would eventually, if successful, further their own 
personal interests. his process eannot, however, be put into effect by any one having 
an official standing, . i x 

‘The Company has furthermore no enployé on, the spot who is acquainted with 
the customs of the country. Itscoms therefore desirablo to send out some person 

such experience, whose duty it would be to create an influence favourable to 

y's interests. This agent would, with this object in view, be furnished with 

orders issued by the Persian Government to those persons locally concerned, declaring 

that he was authorized to deal with them on the spot with the purpose of settling the 

differences which had arisen or might arise between them and the Company. Ile 

would, in short, be the intermediary between the local administration of the Company 
and the Chiefs and natives, 

‘Therefore in the actual conditions of the country it would scem that immediate 
friendly measures would be more efficacious, and it would pexliaps be advisable 
to ignore the fuct that the matter has been placed in the hands of the British 
Legation. 


‘Tehran, March 21, 1907. 


(11852) No, 50, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 15.) 
(No, 54. 
Sir, Tehran, March 25, 1907. 

IN my despatch No. 85, of the 24th ultimo, Thad the houour to. transmit copy 
of thie note whieh T presented to the Persian Government, after consultation with my 
Russian colleague, on the question of the Customs Administration 

Tnow have the honour to transinit the reply of tle Mushir-ed-Dowleh, in which 
ho assuros mo that the resignation of M, Naus will not chango the Customs Adminis- 
tration, which will retain its present character and not be farmed out 

‘As you will recollect, both M, Naus and M. Priem, his first assistant, were dis- 
missed at the same time, "Since then, representations have been made to the Persian 
Government to retain the services of M. Priem, It has heen found impossible, liow- 
vor, to induce the Assombly to withdraw its objections to M, Priem’s retaining the 
Dircetorship of the Customs, which has been confided to M, Mornard, who has been 
cinployed in Azerbaijan, M. Priem has, however, been promised the post of financial 
adviser to the Persian Government. M, Naus, who is shortly leaving for Europe, 
oxpresses his intention of returning in a year, when it is presumed cirewmstances will 
haye chianged considerably. 

Tam given to understand by the Finance Minister that the administration of the 
Customs will remain in the hands of a Bolgian Chief, under the nominal control of a 
Persian Director, ‘This Director will act on the advice of a Committee of Control, 
composed of Danes or Swedes, who will have aceess to all the books, &c., of the Belyian 
Administration, 

‘he Minister of Finance informs me confidentially that M. Naus had enjoyed 
turte blanche as to the expenses of administration, and that no eoutrol of any kind had 
deen exercised hy the Persian Government, ‘The Sadr Azam, to whom Mf. Naus had 
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alone been responsible, had apparently used his position in order to claim a share in 
Mieco tae Gxcalerog ail oe belicrs Gat even tho seresce ini bead aft oF 
Customs duties, the net proceeds of the Belgian Customs Administration had been 
proportionately greater than under the farming system, while the burden on the 
merchants had very much inereased, 

Te has been for some time engaged on an examination of the documents, which 
have revealed a condition of affairs truly astonishing. He made no direct attack on 
M, Naus! integrity, but implicd that “his actual profits very greatly exceeded the 
stipulated salary of 50,000 franes, 

‘You will observe that, should a loan he concluded abroad, his profits and power a3 
chief negotiator and disbursing officer would be very considerable, and that it is quite 
intelligible that he should he regarded by the Russian Government as an invaluable 
and devoted agent in their financial policy. His contemplated return after a year’s 
leave is not without significance. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Tnelosure in No, 50, 


Grand Vizier to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 

(ransiation,) March 5, 1907. 

1 ILAVEE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your private note of the 20th 
ultimo respecting M. Naus, and thank you for your private suggestions in the matter. 
In reply, | have the honour to state that as T lave already informed you verbally, the 
change in the position of M. Naus docs not in any way change the Customs Admi 
tration, and itwill be administered “amami’ (not farmed out), as it has hitherto 
been done, and the instalments of the Ioan will be regularly paid as before. It is 
obvious that the Persian Government: will, in view of its duty, take suitable measures 
for the proper admi 


(11853) No, 51. 


ward Grey. (Received April 15.) 


(No. 


Tehran, March 25, 1907. 
i the Ist instant F had the hon 
translation’ of the draft lon whieh is) ted between the Govern- 
mont and the National Bank, Ono of the clauses contained in it provided: that 
40,(00L aevoar sliould be paid ty the bank out of the proceeds of the Souther 
Customs. Th fie sane despatel L inglosed copy of the note i 

1 Government potting out, in get a contract later in point of 
tiie could ot invalidate the contraets ady. sanctioned by the 

i neh T explained t6 him 

i negotiated with the Imperial Bank of Persia were secured 
ou the proceeds of the Southern Custom agement entered into with the 
National Bank could only have the chareter of a second mortgag 

T now ww draft contrict which lias passed the Assembly, 

And whieh appears to liave heen ratified by the Shab, Tn this new draft the 
ilvand it is now arranged that the yearly instal- 
by the Government should: be subtracted from the general revenues of 

tho State, which are payable to the bank, 

With regard to the general terms of the Agreement, it will be seen that the bank 
anudertakes ti -quarters in cash, and one- 
quarter in bank shaves half in thy ix. With this 
money so acquired the Minister of ci abilities of the 
Government up to the end of 1906-1907, using his discretion as to the validity of the 

aims put forvard. ‘Ihe Minister of Finance informed me that his position was a 
vory disusrecableand deli tlie amount of the claims to be settled greatly 
lis disposal. It is instructive to observe the jealousy with 

which the Assembly watches the interests of the exchequer; for it Wwould ‘appear 
fiom the Bill passed be the House that all claims priot to April 1907 should be 
finaily settled on paymient of a fixed sum. No stich pledge was offered by the 
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Persian Government when the advance of 400,001. was being negotiated with the 
two Powers, and it is probable that whatever “justifleation of the expenditure” the 
Persian Government would have afforded, the money would have been spent by the 
Ministers and the Court according to the time-honoured Persian tradition. 

‘The Minister of Finance and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in speaking to 
me of the financial situation, stated that the Government would be unable to pay the 
instalment of 23,2701. due on the 4th April on the loans of 1903 and 1904 (seo 
Sir A. Hardinge’s No. 165 of the 3rd September, 1904), and bezged that a delay 
would be allowed. I replied that T would refer the request to my Government, 
Dut that if the instalment were not paid I would at once enter a formal protest. 

You have instructed me to take steps in order to secure the modification of an 
objectionable clause in the Bank Concession (which comes into effect as soon as the 
Joan is paid), securing to the National Bank priority, on equal terms, in the right of 
importing silver for coimage, There is another clause which may give rise to 
difficulties, namely, that which secures to the National Bank the monopoly of pearl 


prosperity of their enterprise, and they will have recourse to every possible oxpodient 

in orderto obtain it. I fear, therefore, that there is little hope of obtaining favourable 

consideration for the claims of the Imperial Bank from the promoters of the new 

in 1, oF from the popular leaders who are closely bound up with the National 

Bank, or like the President of the National Assombly, intent on the ilea of Gorman 

financial assistance : 

T have, ho requested a gentleman who is in close touch with the popular 

ders to represent to them the da ir cause of adopting an attitude which 

vod ground for thie accusation t yy are opposeil to foreign entonprise in 

nd T have at the sam private Memorandum. to the Minister for 

Affairs and the M of Finance, translation of which I have the honour 

ose herewith, whicli they will probably make use of in order to. obtain a 

rable hearing for the claims of the Imperial Bank. At the present moment 

they can hardly be anxious to run counter to Britisli financial interests when thoy 

are appeiling to [is Majesty's Government for delay in the payment. of the instal- 

ments on our loan, and when, as they are aware, a loan of the Imperial Bank 
made over and above the amount allowed in their Concession ts long overdue, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) C1L SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 51. 
Form of Bill which passed the Assembly on March 16, 1907. 


THEE National Assembly approves that all th debt of the Goverment on account 
of the yearly statement up to the end of ‘ Yunt-I1”” (1906-1007), shall be settled and 
closed by his Excelleney the Minister of Finance, by the sum of 2,000,000 tomans, 
borrowed from the National: Bank, of which 1,500,000 tomans cash and 500,000 tomans 
Dank shares ; on condition that in all cases of Goyernmentindebtedness due observance 
should be made of the importance or necessity of the expenditure, and the rights of 
those having claims, in such a manner that immediate and pressing expenditure and 
the rights of those haying claims should all be settled, and the shortage should be a 
red cordance with equity and justice from the claims of those persons, and 
& statement of the manner in whicl thé sum is divided should be submitted to the 
Assembly, 


pi7s1] 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 51. 
Loan Agreement. 


ARTICLE 1. ‘The Imperial Government. borrows the sum of 2,000,000 tomans 
from the National Bank, with the approval of the National Assembly, 

Art, 2, ‘The bank will pay 1,000,000 tomans of the above sum during the course 
of three months from the date of signature of the Agreement, against the drafts of the 
Minister of Finance, 

Art, 8. he balance of 1,000,000 tomans will be paid by the National Bank 
during the course of six months from the date of signature, in the following 








Tomans, 





Art. 4 Tho int Joan 
will bo at the rate of 9 per cent, por 

Art. 5. Repayment of the loan of 2,000,000 tomans will be made as follows: ‘The 
Government will’ repay during the first three years at the rate of 200,000 tomans 
a-year, and after three years at the rate of 250,000 tomans, on account of the principal 
and interdst; and this ‘sum of 250,000 tomans will be paid thereafter yearly by the 
Government to the bank until the whole debs is extinguished, 

Art. 6, ‘hw Government may, whenever they wish, pay off the whole of the loan, 
or pay any sum over and above the instalments. 

. Art. 7. The National Bank will subtract the yearly instalment, which is payable 
by the Government, in accordance with Article 5 of this Agreement, from the general 
rovenues of the State, which, in accordance with Article 2 of the Concessi 
payable to the bank, 





which the Government will pay to the bank, 
umn, 























Tnelosure 8 in No. 51, 
Current Account Agreement, 


WHEREAS, in accordance with Article 2 of the National Bank's Concession, it 
is stipulated that the revenues of the State are payable to the bank, and that the bank 
will pay the expenditure of the State against the drafts of the Minister of Kinance, 
this Agreement is made in amplification of the above Article. 

Article 1, In accordance with Article 2 of the Concession, the State revenues will 
Do paid to the bank, and the State expenditure will be paid by the bank against the 
drafts of tho Minister of Rinance, and for this purpose accounts entitled “ Current 
Account.” will be opened between the Government and the bank, 

Art, 2. ‘The rate of intorost on the bank current account will be as follows, to be 
calculated yenrly : If the Government should have a debit balance with the bank the 
attor will recoive 9 per cent. from the Government, and should the Government have 
a credit balance they will receive 44 per cont. from the bank. 

Art: 3. On the State revenues collected by the bank, up to the extent of 
6,000,000 tomans, the bank will charge 1 per cent. commission; and should thoy 
exceed 6,000,000 tomans the bank will charge 4 per cent, on the surplus up to 
12,000,000 tomans, and on any sums exceeding 12,000,000 tomans they will charge 
+ por cent. commission, 

Art, 4. The expenses of transferring the funds encashed by the bank from one 
place to another will bo charged to the Government, 

Art, 5. The Agreement as to interest on account in Article 2 and as to com- 
mission in Article 3 will hold good for ten years from this date in the year ( . 
After ton years, by common agreement of both parties, in accordance with the necessities 
of the time, the rate of commission will be fixed anew, but in that case the minimum 
of commission to be paid yearly to the bank must be not less than 7,000 tomans. 
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Tnelosure 4 in No. 51. 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Ala-es-Sultanch, 


(Copy sent to Nasr-cl-Mulk, Minister of Finance.) 
(Private,) 

IN thie Concession of the National Bank it is stated that the new bank will haye 
the prior right to import silver for coinage; that is, if another bank offers to bring 
a certain amount of silver to Persia at a certain price, the National Bank will 
be able, by offering the same terms, to secure the right: to import the silver itself, 

As I have often talked the matter over with your Highness, it is, I hope, unneces- 
to point out that it is against the interests of Persia to impose any restrictions 
whatever on the importation of silver for coinage. It will be a long time before the 
rate of exchange will make it profitable to import: silver, Now, as you know, 
silver is being exported in great quantities, But the time will no doubt come 
when exchange will fall to the point which will allow of the import of silver. 
When that time comes every one should be freo to import silver, as the misfortune 
of Persia now is the scarcity of the coinage. ‘Therefore, in the interest of Persia 
itself, it would scom that the clause in the Concession should be modified, 

Another objection to it, which is, from my own point of view, a strong ono, 
that it is really a direct attack upon the privileges hitherto enjoyed ‘by the Lmperial 
s needed, Tt will certainly 
eganded, and I need not tell you how unfortunate it would be at this 

it were to he generally considered that the Persian Government and people 

were inspired hy sentiments hostile to forcigners and especially to existing fo 
‘enterprises, 

T venture to rei 

ite prudent or 4) 
































Bank, which has always imported silver when silver ws 
be as 














ind you that the Imperial Bank has gone even farther than was 

zal in its desire to oblige the Persian Government, and I 
should be sorry to have to report that their appeals for fair and equitable treatment had 
failol to obiain a heating. Such an announcoment would, t four, havo 9. vory 
unfavourable effect on the attitude of the Directors towards the Persian Government, 
and would also incline my Government to be less indulgent than I should wish, 
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No. 52. 





ir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 16.) 
(No. 56.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 26, 1907. 

IN my despatch No. 41 of the 27th ultimo, Thad the honour to report the various 
attempts made by M. Naus and the Russian fi Agout to obtain money for the 
payment of troops on the ground that disorders were imminent, 

Since then I received, through Mr. Churchill, an intimation from an Armenian 
gentleman connected with the reactionary Naib-es-Suliauely, and who is also understood 
to bo in Russian employ, to the effect that the situation in Tehran was critical, that 
bombs were being manufactured, and that the Legations would be attacked. 
Mr. Churchill's informant suggested that this Legation should take the initiative in 
aildressing a note to the Persian Government, calling attention to the critical state 
of affairs and asking for protection. On the next day a colleague who is in close touch 
with the Russian Legation called upon me, and made a somewhat similar suggestion. 
T consulted my American, ‘Turkish, and French colleagues, and we were all of the 
opinion that, whether the supposed danger was real or imaginary, a collective note 
to the Persian Government asking for protection would be taken as tn appeal directed 
against the action of the Popular party and of the Assembly, and would create the 
danger of an anti-foreign movement, if it did not already exist, It would also be 
taken a5 a justification for foreign intervention, which wo were all of opinion was not 
measure which was called for yet, as there was little or no sign of a movement 
against Christians or foreigners as such, although the Popular party is demanding the 
exclusion of foreign influence from the Persian Goverament and Administration and 
from the commercial exploitation of the country. 

AM. Hartwig has never directly mentioned the subject to me, and as far as I can 
remember has never suggested the advisability of addressing a collective note to the 
Persian Government, We were agreed, however, that the state of affairs was such 
that our two Governments should be warned that they must be prepared for the 































sibility of an outbreak and I telegraphed in this sense on the 4th instant. Iwas” 
vemmawhay taken aback by the telogram sent by Sir A. Nicolson, No. 41 of the 
Bill instant, containing the Russian version of my conversation with my colleague and 
the proposal for a joint note of protest in the sense already indirectly indicated to me 
from various sourees, which could he traced either to the extreme Reaction ty oF 
to tho Russian Lex jyou accepted the Russian proposil, my situation here 
Would have. become extremely embarrassing, for E havo consistently maintained that 
Hig Maj Tornniont were ehtirely opposed to, the idea of intervention (except in 
jon which. would! directly lead to intervention, 

nen that M. Hartwig has not again approached me 

on the subj ‘ 

T venture, however, to point ont that, as is only natural, the whole weight of the 
Russian Logation here, and of Russian employés pecially the Financial 
Agont, iy thrown on ie side of the Shah in the struzale with his peop 
becomes iore and more probable that the Shak will have ti 

pported by foreo, the Russian agents here aro naturally anxious that the + 
iutanee should be supplied, and supplied from Russia. Such a desire is 
| for should tho popular movement succeed, and the 8 
inevi ni join with his people, it will be quite impossible for Ri 
Maa areontel {he policy of the Persin Government as they liave done for th 
‘Anu, ivshould’ he added, there 
vmpathios of the Russian agents here, or, at any rate 2 
Mhey appear to bo convinced that the Liberal movement in Persia is a grave di 
Ruwssian interests, and ti uuppressed at any Cost. r 
info ther Mis Majesty's Governt stared 
yy hound, as part of their rumoured agreement with Russia, to take 
joints ainsi he spread Of Liberal principles in Asi ; 

T propose to maintain the attitde which I have taken up sinee I came bere, 
namely that of strict thowh benevolent neutrality, Although T fear this may 
fltogethier ineot {he wishes of the Russian authorities, I would venture with all dive 

We to augigest that it is not by any means certain Hat intorvention would be a 
al ervention of an effective Kind, Half can only 
finug effect, anid sorve. mote to provoke than to protect. Such measures 
will no doubt he advoe those persons who desire intervention. But before 
indorsing such a pol irable-that the Governments concerned should be 
prepareil to fee the ed anil to count the cost. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) IL, SPRING-RIC 





(11855) 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 
‘Tehran, March 25, 1907. 


(No, 87.) 
§ 


“IN mmy despatch No, 55 of the 25th instant Thad the honour to transmit the 
revised version of the Loan Contract with the National Banl = 
‘Aldhiongh only 800,008, is required in cash, and that withina delay of six months, 


T understand that thore will beg in collecting this amount, partly: 

Decause of the general state of the tly from the scarcity of 

silver coinage resulting from the impossibility nt rate of exchange, of 

importing silver for coinage at a profi 

Pehe Russian Bank, tyler ML/Grube’ management, as during the Taste 

advanced la sums to local me on the security of Russian goods which hi: 

Tien imported in exeess of the local requirements, partly at the expense of the 
in Bank itself, ‘The result of this poliey is the I indebtedness of the 
merchants to the Russian Bank, whieh is now tl 

to recover its debts, Ln this manner strong pressure is hei on the local 

\l the promoters of the bank, and the difficulty of 

crostly in ll. > 
he Imperial Bank is also creditor to > and was at ‘one time 

instriicted to recover all debts due from the promoters of the National Bank. “These 

Onlers were, however, reversed by the Directors in deference to your representations, 

Such a poliey would certainly be dangerous, as the Imperial Bank, having the note 
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monopoly, is more or less dependent on the sympathy of the public, Tt would also he 
yery embarrassing to the British colony here and this Legation, as openly hostile 
action azainst the National Bank would be equivalent to a declaration of war against 
the popular movement. 

‘M. Hartwig has pointed out to me that, in view of the scarcity of available 
funds and the known sympathy of the President of the Assembly for the Germans, it; 
is not unlikely that in spite of the prohibition of foreign capital the National Bank 

wromoters may ask for finanefal assistance from the German agent when he arrives 

ere. He hias also suggested that in order to provide against this danger the two 
Yanks (English and Russian) should themselves participate in tho foundation of the 
National Bank, and thus acquire the right to participate in concessions for railways 
and other enterprises in Persia, 

Both the Persian Government and the principal bank promoters are indebted to 
the two lanks, and the operation could be merely a book transfer of debts, ‘Tho 
objection to making such a proposal is the profound aversion which at present exists 
here to any form of Anglo-Russian financial enterprise, Another consideration of a 
technical ature is that the Imperial Bank possesses the only supply of silver availablo 
in the country, and that in view of its note monopoly it is essential that this supply. of 
silver (which’ in consequence of the present rate of exchange cannot be increased) 
should not be transferred to its rival, the National Bank. 

T communicated M. Hartwia’s proposal on the 8th March in my telegram No. 49, 
Not, however, having received any reply to my communication, I haye taken no 
further action in the matter. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 





(11856) No. 54, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 


. Tehran, March 26, 1907. 

SINCE the fall of the Ain-ed-Dowleh the Government of the country has been 
nominally in the hands of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh ax Sadr Azam. You aro familiar 
with his character, It is not surprising that all parties wore discontended with o 
Prime Minister whose sole policy appeared to bo to agreo with overy suggestion mide 
to him ; to promise everything and to do nothing, ‘Whe immediate cause of his fall 
was the hostile action taken against him by the Kashan clin, which is now pro- 
dominant.at Court, who wished to secure his plice for one of their number, the 
Vazir Makhsus, Governor of the town, Fortunately for himself the Shah shrank 
from the unpopularity which he would have incurred by such a nomination, ‘ho 
result is that the post of Sad Azam is vacant. 

Tealled on the Mushir-od-Dowleh on the day of on, and expressed 
with truth my regret at the cessation of our official relations which his Hivhness’ 
courtesy had always made of the most agrerable nature, Ho told me that it had 
decome impossible for him to retain office, He had all the responsibility, but: none 
of the power. ‘those who had the power had no responsibility, and he was determined 
no longer to shield by his nominal office those who really guided the policy of the 
Government, 

Whit his Highness meant was that he has consistently recommended to the Shah 

ith regard to the national movement, and has deprecated violence, 
iat, if he had any real sympathies at all, they are on the side of 
the Assembly. At any rate his sons appear to have been guided by Liberal principles 
{i their resogt action.” But such a poliey lad met with the strong dispprotation of 
the Shab, who liad tumed to his unofficial advisers of the Kashan clan, and had 
preferred to take their advice as faras hie dared, ‘ke final result’ was an imperative 
summons from the Sliah to the Sadr Azam to tender his resignation at once. Tis 
Hi even intimated to me that he was at one time in considerable danger. I 
reminded him of the action taken by this Legation on the occasion of the resignation 
of the Amin-es-Sultan, aud said that he could count on my friendly intervention if 
danger became imminent. He thanked me, but said that he thought that tha crisis 
was ov 

With reference to the question of his successor, it is generally believed that the 

‘Amin-cs-Sultan has been recalled by the Shah, who believes that le alone is capable 
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Thave, &e. 
(Signed) 6 





IL, SPRING-RICE. 


Tuclosure in No. fil. 
Memorandum by Mr, Churchill 


‘MUTE Shah thas again telegraphed to Amin-es-Sultan to come to Tehran, and T 
Haye emnthored some interesting facts regarding his relations with the Shab, and his 
probable political inclinations should he accept, the Premiership on his return. to 
Pors his brother anit prinefpal agent V ultaneh, with whom Thad a 
Jone conversation toalay, and of whieh the follows ‘summary. 

‘AmineesSultan could have come, back to office on the fall of the 
last antimn, hut he was advised by his friends not to dos at that juncture, as the 
popular movement for freedom was at that time only at its commencement, and. th 
Fonsi a great many difficulties for those concomed, hoth in office and in opposition, 
Dotter to allow the movement to take its own course, and for the 
disoredit which would inevitably follow to fall on other shoulders. ‘The Mushir-ed- 
Taslohi was the bost man to take the responsibitity of office at that eritieal juncture, 
owing to his colourless character, Tt suited the Ami ch events and 
to [ot the Mushir get disodium ah of not hi able to cope 
{vill He movement, if not of aided it. The Shah was now being told 
by his surrowling and other react isers that the Mushir was 
responsible for the prosress of the movement. conrse untrue, but the 
Shah believed it, and i his difficulty t “Sultan for help, hoping 

le to restore thie old order of things. 

nz what action he should tal the Amin-es-Sultan must have 
ttriDuted some considerable w ppreciation of his brother and principal 
agontion the spot of the situa Tis views, if genuinely related to me, 
Which is of course open to doubt, seemed, T venture to think, remarkably sound. Ie 
he said considered that the movement w 

of the poople against oppression and misrile. ‘The system of Government, which Ami 
‘os-Sultan bad tried when he was in office ineffectually to reform, was a vicious one 
‘Tho strong took from the avenk; those who robbed wer in turn robbed; and every 
ono without exception suffered from the system, though those high up in the scale 
Gimetins keptoft the evil day, but they were eventually despoited by more powerful 
tobbets, Aminses-Sultam tind himself suffered from the system. ‘The present 
thovement could not, and should not, be checked. He therefore advised his brother 
on no account to throw in his lot with the reactionary party, but to make conditions 
with the Shah before agreeing to return. 

‘Whe conditions I gathered to he the following — 


1. That Ke should be granted permission to come back to ‘Tehran, but not 
summoned to office, He would after careful study of the situation accept office, 
Dut oft condition — 

2, That the Shab should not ask him to take high-handed action with the 
Assembly. A 

3, That theShah should undertake to abide with the Constitution which had been 
formally granted. 
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Amin-es-Sultan sent his relative Amin-es-Sultanch to Tehran with a yerbal 
communication in the above general sense. 

Tis brother was of opinion that the time was now ripe for his return, He should 
endeayour to bring about a good understanding between the Shah and the Assembly 
ty Keeping them both to their respective limitations, ‘The country required at this 
moment a firm hand to direct it, he Shah was young and inexperienced, and 

1-Dowleh was notoriously ineapable 
aleinent which 


their best to Keep open the breach, Tt was therefore very necessary for 
onal influence to come between ti 10 parties, and to reconcile their 
ich would be in fact the realization of Amin-es-Sultan’s greatest 


Amin-es-Sultan’s Carcer,—Born 1854. Appointe wy Nasr-ed-Din 
Shah in 1885 at the age of 81, Dismissed by Musalfer-cd-Din Shah the 
24th: November, 1896, Reappointed Prime Minister the 10th August, 1598, and 
remained in offies until the 14th September, 1903. During these five years the 
Amii-esSultan greatly furthered influence in Persia and became very 
unpopular, He conchided the first Russian loan of 2,200,001, in December 1899, 
anid the second Russian loan of 1,000,001, in 1902 He concluded the Bi orsia 
1902/The Russian veto on railway construction was 
ember 189 

his fall in 1903 was his refusal to make another oan from 

exponses of anoth Siiah fo Europe, ust: before 

financial rete impossible to 

Ho hind 


A bull of excom ication was widely circulated in Persia in November 1903, 
It was supposed to have been issued by the four great Mujteheds of Nejof, and 
described the Amin-es-Sultan as a “traitor to the faith,” and the Muj 
yorsonal baseness, ingrained infidelity, and religions heresy.” “It was 
ther the document was genuine of not. 
‘Tho Amin-es-Sultan arrived at Peking at the beginning of November 1903, 
Tie had an interview with Sir B, Satow, but: did ni ss polities, tle then 
Jed to Japan en route for San Francisco and Europe, with the object of porforming 
image to Mecca tlie following February, 
the AmiivessSultan conversed on political topics with Sir, MacDonald 
Griscom, the inister, who was. p 
at Tchran. He said he had resigned because the SI 
tive of doing so or concluding a loan of 20,000,001, [sic] with Tussin on 
the severest conditions, including a Railway Concession from the ‘Trans-Caspian 
Donler through Seistan to the port of Charbar, and the cession of that port. Ie 
posed as the high-principled statesman who preferred to resign rather than be a party 
to such a betrayal of his country's interests. He was, he said, confirmed in 
decision by a remark which the Russian Minister had made to him, that he must 
aweopt the fact that Persia would become a Russian dependeney like Bokhara, Io 
finally said that he had seen in Manchuria an object lesson of the manner in whieh 
Russia extended hier ascendency, and lie liad recently come to believe that.a friendship 
With England was the only way of securing his country's independence in the futuro. 
Hie asked whether England was his friend, and said he was prepared to pursue an 
Anglophile policy. should he ultimately retun to Persia, Sir C. MacDonald was 
authorized to say in reply that His Majesty's Government regarded him with sincero 
gooi-will, and would welcome his efforts to co-operate with us in our attempts to 
Promote the interests of Persia, 
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G. P. CHURCHILL, 
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“Tehran, March 28, 
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foreed therefore to sarees in the occupation of his premises, which were of course 


by the invasion, 


‘This Legation received a number of telegrams from the adherents of both sides, 
which were duly forwarded through the Sadr Azam to their destination. 


T called on the Sadr Azam, ‘md pointed out to him the extraordinary sitnati 








n took action in a matter in which they had no sort of interest. 
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Suir Azam’s request I called on the Chief Mujtehed, Seyed Mahomed, and also on 
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post at once, 
On receipt of the news the refugees left the Consulate. T propose to approve 
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(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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Tuclosure in No. 





Sir A. Hardinge to Zil-es-Sultan. 

Seigneur, Le 12 Février, 1907. 

MR. SPRING-RICE m’a montré une lettre par laquelle votre Altesse Impéri 
ef Royale lui demandait, entre autres choses, siles assurances de protection qu’ 
regu de mes prédécesseurs, Sir A, Nicolson et Sir M, Durand, au nom du 
| mont de Sa Majesté Britannique, restaient toujours en vigucur. 
! Jo m’empresse Uassurer votre Altesse Impériale et Royale qu’aucun chai 

nest interven dans les dispositions A son égard du Gouyernement de Sa Majesté 

Toi, ct qu'elle peut compter, au besoin, comme par le passé, sur la protection de la 
Uégation de Sa Majesté Britannique en ce qui concerne sa sfircté personnelle et celle 
de sos angustes enflants, Tl va suns dire que nous ne saurions, sans empiéter sur les 
droits indiscutables du Gouvernement Persan, prétendre garantir A votre Altesse 
Tinpérinlo et Royale la jouissance des hautes fonctions qu'elle remplit & Vheure qu'il 
eat, ni Vappuyor dans tout litige ou autre alfaire @ordre public ou privé A laquelle 
elle pommait: Se tronver méléo; mais je serai tonjours heurenx en pareille matitre 
dy Tufiapporiae, aw ens/ot lle daignerait Vinvaque tout Te concours compatible 
veo mes deyoirs tant envers mon propre Gouvernement qu’enyers celui de Sa Majesté 
| Tmpériale le Sclial. 











































Tai, &e. 
! (Signé) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 








(11858) No. 56. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—( Received April 15.) 
(No. 60.) eu i 
Sin, Tehran, March 7, 1907. 


| DURING the agitation whieh forced the Government to dismiss M. Naus, the 
Russian Minister informed me that he had no Cossack guard in his Legation, and that 

Ne had urged his Government to dispatch one at once, ‘About two months 

1 men arrived from. Russia and were accommodated in the Russian Legation, where 

| quarters for upwards of twenty Cossacks with their horses had been the 
autumn 

Barly in March nineteen Cossacks arrived at Tabreez to reinforce the Russian 
Consular guards at Pabroer and Urmi, where there is a Russian Nestorian Mission and 
‘a number of Orthodox converts, 

‘On the 17Uh instant, while the Assembly was in session at ‘chran, the proceedings 
were interrupted by the announcement that a large force of Russian Cossacks had 
erived in the town, ‘The news spread rapidly. A deputation of merchants and Mullatis 

onthe Sadr Azam and demanded an explanation, and a special meeting of the 
Ministers vas called, ‘Tho same evening the Shah intimated to the Sadr Azam that his 
resination would be accepted, and the next day the announcement was made, which 
inuch increased the general excitement. 

Te vas rumoured in the town that Russia and England had come to an understanding 
with the knowledge of the Shah, who was to suppress the Majlis with the help of foreign 
troops; that a large Russian force had fonded in the north, and an English force was 
advancing from the south, As a matter of fact, at, this precise moment the Seistan 
Consilar suard was being changed, and ten sowars had arrived at the frontier, ‘The 
correspondent of the “ Daily Mail,” a gentleman who is under financial obligations to 
the Russian Bank, and who has been for some time engaged in sending alarmst accounts 
‘of tho Persian. situation, appears to have telegraphed to his paper that English troops 
were being brought in from, the south, and the statement seems generally to have been 
believed, 

Thad received no sort of intimation of the approaching arrival of the Russians, but, 
Ihnvinig ascertained by inquiry that their number was inconsiderable (about twenty), and 
that they were destined to reinforce the Consular guards at Ispahan and Kermanshab, 
whore tliere were at the time disorders, T requested Reuter's Agency to telegraph the 
truth, and to add that no British troops were being landed in the south, 

{ subsequently received a private letter from M. Hartwig, stating that the total 
muuber of Cossacks brought into Tabreez and 'Tebran was about thirty-six, and that the 
object of bringing them in had been to strengthen the Consular guards of Ispahan, 
Kermayshah, Tabreez, and Urmi, 

































































‘As soon as the facts became known the excitement rapidly died down ; but I have 
since heard that at one time it assumed a very threatening character, and that very 
Strong language was used in the bazaars against the Shah, the Russians, and, indeed, 
wainst all foreigners. ‘The leaders of the Assembly and the chief priests used all their 
fafluence to put a stop to the excitement, and, as it was easy to prove that the rumours 
had been greatly exaggerated, their efforts were soon successful. 

Teonsider, however, that’ the incident is instructive, ‘The Russians were brought 
here in four days from the time of landing in four wagons with arms, but without horses, 
‘The Customs authorities had not been informed, nor had the Persian Government 
received any intimation, If was generally believed that the Shab alone knew what was 
intended, 

The 














adr Azam told me that the first intimation h had of their arrival was 
message from Kasvin, It then appears that te telegraph line from Enzeli to 'Tebiran is 
ot, as far as concerns Persian allairs, in good working order, 

Ti has also been pointed out that, though it is easy to land a small force and 
ts arrival at the capital has caused a profound excitement, whieh 




















» the coast, which, as Mr. Grant Duff remarked, is several weeks? 
don Gorst on. 






the above sense. 

Te appears to me evident that altliough a guard of bventy-five men would suiliee to 
save a Legation or Consulate in case of a sudden attack, the force would not be 
Sufficient to sustain a siege, even if food, water, and ammunition could be relied on. At 
he present moment the dispateh of reinforcements woull lead to great popular oxettes 
tient, and Ethink an attack on the men on march would not be out of the question, T 
‘ould nov therefore recommend the dispatch of additional Consular guards in Noob 
and Central Persia. 

There are, however, certain measures of precaution of a different character whieh T 
have ventured to recommend, His Majesty's Government is not, as 1 understand, 
prepared to make any considerable sacrifice in onder to defend British lives and property 

this country, It might therefore, perhaps, be considered desirable that His Majesty’ 
‘overnment should intimate to the Missionary Societies that in ease of an anti-Christian 
outbreak they should not count on the dispatch of a British force to protect them, and 
that in consequence they should be careful not to provoke such an outbreak by infringing 
the local law, which, as they are aware, forbids) proselytizing among, Mussulmans. "At 
the present, moment Mr, Baruham reports from Tspahan, thal a gins shoo, of the 
existence of which he lind not been informed, is conducted by: the English Mission at 
Tspahian, at which girls are taught who were formerly Mussulmans. Iv is also reported 
in the press tat proselytizing is openly carried on in the mission schools, ‘The ettect 
‘on popular opinion here is unfortunate, and I consequently ventured to telegraph to you, 
Sie th beg your intervention. have not received the Nonour of « reply, but. will soon 
Lave an opportunity of a personal interview with Bishop Stewart, in which I will eall his 
attention to the whole subject. 

‘Another point which I had the honour to submit to you is the following -— 

Since the publication of optimistic articles in the British press as to an agreement 
with Russia, popular feeling here has been deeply stirred, To quote the words used to 
Tne by a popular preacher: “Lean say no word in the pulpit in favour of England. No 
one would Hsten tome, We havealways trusted to you to save us from the Russians, 
We trusted to you the more since you have a Liberal Government with popular 













































































gyimpathies, Now you say yourselves that you have handed us over to Russia and care 
To more about us, 80 proud are you of yournew friendship ; and you, the free nation, and 
the Government of freedom, have openly said that you care nothing for the cause of 
freedom here, and that you will abandon us who have trusted you. And now you who 
here our friends and the friends of liberty are about to join with our enemics and the 
cnemies of liberty in destroying as and our new liberties, in order to share our property 
hetween you and treat our people like a flock of sheep to be divided between two 
shepherds.”” ‘ 

Such are the opinfous of this misguided people, and I fear that they may produce a 
sination of some danger to British residents here. It was from this point of view that 
T ventured to suggest tint the security of the British colony here might be affected by 
jublishell statements as to co-operation with Russia in coercive measures against Persia, 
T noticed thata statement somenhat of this nature, apparently based on a communiqué 
from London to Reuters Agency, reachicd Telran shortly after the date of my telegram 
in the above sense. 

Tn conclusion I yenture to add th 





































Tadhere to my opinion that, although there é 
undoubtedly a strong, feeling against foreign, interference, politieal or com 
Persian affairs, the leaders of the popular movement, both civil and religious, are 
determined to use all their intluence to provent any outbreak against the lives or property 
of foreiwnets, ‘This, of course, does not apply to cases where, contrary to Mussulman lay, 
Christians have had intercourse with Mussulman women, or have openly attempted to 
provelytize, Inv these eases the efforts of the moilerate leaders to restrain the ‘populace 
Hee notlikely:ta he successful, But should forcign intervention take place, 1 think there 
can be little doubt that no further attempt will be made to control the people, and that 
the consequences may be such as to necessitate operations on a scale both considerable 
and expensive, 






























Thave, &, 
(Signed) CE 
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Memorandum by Colonel Douglas respecting Proposals that have recently been made and 
Monsures taken for the Protection of the Lives and Property of British Subjects in 
Persiu in case of Dislurbinnces. 






IN Decomber 1905, owing to the disturbed r 
possibility: ot consequent trouble in the north of Persia, Tis Majesty's Chargé d’\ititres 
AW Tehran recommended that the question of sending troops to reinforce existing 
Consular euards in certain eventualities should be considered. The Foreign Office 
‘and Instructed Lins to concert with the Government of India as to the best means 
‘of instirines that a foree should be available for dispateli in case of emergent and with th 
Cnisul-cioncral at Bushite regarding arangements for their onyard journey trom ther 
‘hin resulted 1H 110 cavalry being hel in readiness to be sent if necessary—50 to 
‘Vohra to Iypahian, and 10 to Shiraz, 

Ii August 19106 someiliat serious disturbances ovcurred at Shiraz, and an at 
the Inperil Bank was (hreatened, Preparations were at onee made to send a party 
Of thirty-seven mon miler a native offieer trom Bushire to Shiraz, and to replace 
then at the former ton by troops from India; ut the situation quieted down aud they 
were not siait, 

‘Phe troops at Kurravhve continued to be held in readines: 
the Government of India urged the reconsideration of the whole scheme, partly on 
account of the difficulties of supply and transport, but ehietly owing to the objections 
raised by he willy: authorities fo sending small parties of troops about: the country 
AL atime when poplar feelings was es Tis Majesty's Minister at Tehran coneutre 
with the proviso Chat, though troops need no longer be actually held in readiiess to 
move, the military authorities in [udia should: consi 
for the dispateh at short notice of a sinall mobile 
emizeney 

‘Ai the same tine that the question of the shipment of troops to South Persia was 
raised, hes in January 106, it ava feared that any disturbances at the capital might 
spread to Meshed aid Seistan, and it was therefore cousidered advisable to arrange 
for the support of thse phices, With this view, at Mr. Grant Duif’s suggestion, a 
double company of infantry (200 men) was sent from Quetta to Robat, and they took 


mdition of the Caucasus and the 
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with them additional arms and ammunition for the Consulates at the places named. 
During subsequent disturbanecs in Seistan in connection with precautionary measures 
against plague, our Consulate there was attacked, and it was then considered advisable 
to bring in the arms and ammunition which were still at Robat, and to increase the 
strength of the guard by ten men from that post, who were afterwards replaced 
by a similar number from India, ‘The arms for Meshed haye since been sent on there. 

Th June 1906 Messrs, Ziesler’s European agent at Yer struck a Persian boy. who 
was rude to him. His life was threatened, and hie was obliged to, leave the town, where 
astrong feeling azainst all foreigners was displayed, In reporting. this by telegraph, 
Mr. Grant Duff stated that, in his opinion, the time had come when our Consular guards 
thronglout Persia should be increased, ‘Po this Sir P. Grey replied that Consular guards 
eoulil not give efficient protection in the event of disturbances, and that we could not 
send an adequate force so far inland, He suggested that, if there was. real danger, 
British subjects should remove to the coast 

Tn a despatch dated tle 17th July, tis Majesty's Chargé dati 
Yeud was several weeks' journey from the sea, and that a Consular guard of, say, twenty 
five men would reduce the danger of an anti-foreigi outbreak to a min ‘hi 
was referred to the India Office, and Mr, Morley stated that, though not convinced of 
the necessity for immediate action at Yezd, he would be ready to send the Goverument 
of India instructions for the immediate despatch of an escort if Sir P Grey thought 
that circumstances required such action, On the receipt of a detailed report, of the 
of the occurrence and of the state of affairs at Yea, the Secretary of Stato for Foreign 
‘Affairs decided that no action was necessary for the present. 

‘The disturbed state of the Province of Fars during the autumn of last year, the 
general insecurity of the roads, and the fear of widespread disorders on the death of the 
Tate Shab elicited from His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz a proposal to send sinall partios 
6f troops to protect the telegraph stations letweon there and Bushire; and a 0 
was also put forward for he escort of travellers and caravans by a few sowars to be 
posted at various points, both along this route and between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, 
where robberies are of frequent occurence, In both cases ib was considered 
inadvisable to scatter small parties of two or three men about the country, a course 

night easily lead to regrettable incidents and involve action which! we wished 
to avoid. 

‘The net result of the various proposals made is, therefore, that a detachment of 200 
infantry is now stationed at Robat, the guard at the Seistan Consulate has been increased 
by ten men, and a reserve supply of rifles and ammunition is kept there and ab Meshed, 

in regard to the supply, and Gansport of troops, should the necessity to 
send then arise, Have been prominently brought to the notice of the military authorities 
in India, and they have doubtless considered what measures will be necessary if thoy are 
to-send a small mobile column to. Persia for the protection of Hritish 








































































nd propert 
whole question is one of considerable difficulty. ‘The present detachments of 
six or eight men which, exeept in the Bast, are attached to Consulates, though sullicient 
for onlinnry purposes and for providing. shall ecors for oleer when tealing, tn 
hardly he considered to afford efficient protection in case of attack by a moby whieh 
mist in the present state of Persia be looked upon as a possible contingency. In such 
f ease nothing under twenty men would be likely to, be of much use, and if Hl 
Majesty's Government think it advisable to provide for the defence of Consulates during. 
tlie time which must elajse before troops could arrive either from Russia or India, f 
would urge the reconsideration of the scheme proposed by the Government of India 
in their Secret despatch of the 7th May, 1903, or some modification thereof, 
From the military standpoint it has the additional advantage of providing an organization 
for the Consular guards as a whole, and the consequent better maintenance of 
discipline, 
Should circumstances ever req 
protection of British subjects, 






























© the dispatch of troops inland for the further 
or possibly the restoration of order locally, there is little 
doubt that they would best be organized in small flying columns. Such columns. should 
De of a strength of not less than 200, and they should bring at least a portion of their 
transport and supplies with them. 

For many reasons it would seem advisable that the detachment at Robat should 
remain there for the present. 


Tehran, March 21,1907. 
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(11859) No. 57. [11860] No. 58. 
goa. Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 15.) Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reseived April 16.) 
in ‘Tehran, March 27, 1907 (No. 62.) 7 
: > i i : ich I ha i “shran, March 28, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of the reply which Ihave fie) stu abn me (SnGe Onan aReeLNET i preene alee 





received from the Persian Government to my note on the subject of the alleged 
Agreement of 1822 with regard to the statns of Bahrein, 

‘A copy of my note to which this is a reply will he found in my despatch No. 3 of 
the 3rd January last. 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC: 





A copy of my reply to the present note is also inclosed. 








Tnolosure 1 in No. 57. 





































Grant Fistral Seca Osprey Rice He is probabl who feel that their 
(Trauslation,) February 5, 1907 own power lis in danger, and though in order to keep up their influence they must 
TN repli: to your note of th ast respecting the Tsland of Balirein, T rota to favour the popular movement, they know that in the end it will be fatal to 

the ono to state that the obj ing to the Agreement of 1822 betiweon Themselves : 
ialness lho Finan Firma of Fars and Captain Bruce was not that the Tie Shab has now a Russian doctor who is in constant attendaee on Nim, He and 
oyorumnont should nove say dat it has been disavowed. Besides tho fact that other Russian Agents at Court are apparently urging the Shah to uct cautiously ngainst 
piv is one which lias been made between the offcials of the to Governments, file Assembly, to lean on Russia, and with her help to suppress the popultr movement. 





Tt does not appear, however, that the Russian Government has hick! out hopes of an 
intervention in foree at Tehran; and without such a promise the Shab vould be rash to 
n advised in this sense by one of the foreign Representatives, 
who has impressed on him the extreme danger of his present position, destitute as he is 
Of a religious or national sanction of his tenure of the throne, and surrounded as he is 
with enemi 


who consider 


Hrogition of itis not at alk 
cially appointed British officer (all the 


it bindings, the object of my note was that a 
British officers always heen known for their experience and knowledge) his 
recognized the nit over the island in question, and 

ovidenco as to the status of the island at that time, testifying to the rights of Per 
























































ference to ¢ sires, had, as supposed ‘he national party, believing that England has now jomed hands with the 
Dy the British Governnient, be ted, that would not settle the matter, amd the Russians, is looking for other means of assistance. The Governments spoken of as 
Potsinn Goyermuont hopes, in view of, the justico which is always expected from Tikely to help are those of Germany and Turkey. ‘The President of the Assembly is 
lc British Goyerumont, that the latter will nob lose sight of the ancient rights of the stromizly in favour of Germany. 
Persian Goverumont, which had iu differont cases heen reeoguized by her, and will not The power of the Assembly has ratlier increased than dituinished, but the amount 





‘of practical work done is small,” It has acted as a check on the Sovereign's power and 
has prevented a foreign loan, It has not yet been able to supply the Government with 
N.1.—The Persian text of this note is vory confused. funds, although it his promised through the National Bank to provide a sum of 
400,000. in six months in full satisfaction of all claims against the Government, Unless 
this sum is paid down the Government may be forced to resort to forcign assiatan 
The Assembly would prefer to apply to Germany and the Government to Russia, A 
warning has reached me that the annual instalment on the Bnglish loan will not be paid 


roftain from acting in harmony on all occasions, 











Tuolosure 2 in No. 57. 
































2 Sir C. Spring-Rice to Grand Visier, when due. Here ia a 
cent : 7 M, Naus is still here, though he has announced his departure on Teave for n year, 
Aaa ee Poa 2 ee eR ‘Whe Customs Administration is in the hands of a subordinate, and M, Priem, who has 
FA See OARS RAKE he rece (of you ighness! noto of the ately received @ high German decoration, has been recommended for the post of 
be aOR Ete aed BOATS HIS Of ue ean OS ae ‘i Financial Adviser. He is receiving Russian support, but there is strong opposition in the 
T uoto with surprise that your Highess states that the Persian Government know Teoete e 
Horr, oF uh suai ite th Ae ea of 1822 between Captain Bruce and the In the provinces there have been considerable disorders, notably at, Kermanshal 
Re EA PORaE Ga SaS Aor ns Caer ; bind: nes and Ispahan, At Ispaban a popular uprising fomented by the chiet priests expel 
‘As you are, of cons , no engugement between nations is binding until it the Zilses-Sultan, ‘The priests have now perceived their error, and ave already i 


has Pay PAINT Gita pause au Osa arias donb negotiation with the Zil to bring about his return, ‘The Russian Consul played a 
Aenea hicdaininsn sion, and which is doubiless’ also to be prominent part in these events, and the fall of the Zil is regarded as a blow to British 
found in the archives of aly: was the Treaty disavowed ae 


by the propor Representatives of His Britannic Majesty's Go , but His Majesty Without informing the Persian or 








lish Governments, Russia has reinforced the 















the Shah refused to recownize its stipulations, anil expressed his displeasure that th i, 
Prince of SI Tayo enterc cingacen th a ie Consular guards at Urmi, Tabreez, Ispalan, and Kermanshab, An attempt was made, 
a ‘ psi Moola Ase to any engagements with the British Government but without success, to occupy the t of Tulikapun, which commands the shortest 

ige or instructions. route from the Caspian to Tehran, on the plea that property there had been mortgaged 





to the Russian Bank. ‘The vigorous resistance of tlie Assembly made it impossible for 
the Government to yield. 


‘of the Russian agents here appears to be to press Russian influence 














forward with every means in their power, and to encourage the Shah to destroy the 









popular party, which is the great obstacle in the way of Russian supremacy. A year ago 
the popular party would have looked to Englind for help; but this is, of course, now 





out of the question, aud iL is to the interest of Russia to induce England to. take joint 
action with her invorder to secure the overthrow of the new institutions; for joint action 
Tot only inereases the pressure which is, brought to bear, but makes it impossible for the 
threatened! party to look for English help. 

{ venture lo suzvest that in the present state of af 
financial, it i hard to believe that Russia really desire 

ide in Persia with or without British 

well lead to greater o 








rs in Euro, political and 
armed intervention on a large 
ssistnnée. But small measures of coereion may 
. And yet there appear to be grounds for the suspicion that 
or it aniy rite its agents on the spot, are in favour of minor 
jor of what might be described tion, 
itself as to low far this L 
such a policy, or, in fict, to interte ny Way in. Persi 
justified on the ordinary principles of the law of nations. 

Tam uninformed as to the progress. of negotiations elsewhere, but, looking at the 
matter frow the Persian point of view, [ yenttre to observe that the time appears near 
wwlion this, Legation must either refuse furtlier co-operation with the Russian agents or 
enter jointly into an open campaign against Persian uational feeling which may well lead 
to the most serious consequencis, 

Writing as L nuyt trom the purely local standpoint, 1 yenture to. expre 
opinion that it will be quite possible to a iything like an open breach, w 
Russian wuithorities here if they are given clearly to understand that the friendly 
conoperation 
ralba 
Government gave w promise to maint 
roygards one party as well as the other, 


























‘he question naturally pr 























romised by His Majesty's Governuient does not inply a promise of jo 
ion against one of the sarin 








factions, and tliat when His Majesty's 
iy tat promise implied neutrality ‘as 
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SprinysRice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeetved April 15.) 


(No, Git) 








Sin, ‘Tehran, March 28, 1907. 
WILL voferenice ty the correspoudouce ending with Mr Grant Dulf’s despateb 
Nowdt of the 27th Feb 106, on the subject of the Urmi murders, I ave the 


Hovour to transiit herewith 4 report which 
Aineicaty Minister onthe death iniprison of 
vis arrested for couplicity iu the murder of Mr, 1a 





heen com 





ed tome by the 





(Sigued) "- GECIL SPRING-RICE, 





Inclosure in No. 





Mr. J. Tyler to Mr. R. Pearson. 
Sir, 





American Legation, Tehran, March 24, 1907. 
IN compliance with your instructions, T bey to state that I haye been to, the 

ni, in company with Hussein Kuli X ), the Secretary in the Ministry 
Miaits in charge of American inte sited the prison where King’ 
prisoners are coulined, and saw iu the courtyard a body said to be that of Mir 
ne of the murderers of the lite Mi, Tabsree, wasted and laid out for buri 

‘Micr ascertaining that life was extinct, 1 asked of the official in ch & 
of deni ind was told diareliowa, but from. the emaciated state of the body T should say 
dysentery: was probably the active « 

The body was that of a mau of ui 

























use, 
Tout 5 ft. 5 in. high, and apparently: 35 or 36 
yours of Tu life the faee must have been decidedly plain—a flat nose and dark, 
Dverhanging brow—which in death was almost repulsive, So far these features 
cortespoudedl with my private ideas of the u 
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‘The inner side of the right thumbnail had been cut away, possibly by a bullet, 
Dut as the disfigurement was thoroughly healed, although not under the treatment of 
a surgeon, I am unable to state how old the wound was. ‘There was also a dark blue 
qmark, about the size of a Persian two-Kran piece, on the left arm above the elbow, but 


in this case I should not think the flesh liad been 
appearance of a bruise. 
‘The late Dr. Cochran, in a letter dated the 


cut away, as it had more the 


20th May, 1904, states “his 


(Air Ghaffar’s) left thumb has most of the nail blown off by a bullet shot,” but T think 
it is possible that a mistake may have been made regarding the hand, either by 
Dr. Cochran, who, I believe, had never treated Mir Ghaller professionally, and 


consequently did not speak from personal observ 
reported the defect of the murderer to him may 


for the person or persons who 
ionally or ignorantly have 


misled him. From the gene earance of the features in death the deduction was 


natural that in life the man was a dangerous r, 
‘The short extract quoted above from Dr. Cochran's 


Tetier was the only information 


Thad to «uide me in my examination, and the results showed the difference only in the 
hand. The officials assert and asseverate that the body was that of the murderer, and 
out coumitting myself to more than a presumptive opinion, I think it highly 


probable, if not demonstrative, that it was. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. TYLER, Interpreter. 
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Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 


(No. 65.) 
Sir, 


Tehran, March 28, 1907. 


T BEG to inclose a Memorandum drawn up by Mx, Churchill on the proceedings 


of the Persian National Assembly, 


T venture to draw special attention to the financial reforms, particulars of which 


fare inclosed therein. 


T have, &e, 


(Signed) 


CECLL SPRING-RIOL, 


Inclostive 1 in No. 60, 


Summary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly from February 28 to 


March 28, 1907. 


Thursday, February 28.—The proposed loan by the 


National Bank to the Goyer. 


ment was discussed, ‘The account of immediate payments to be mado was submitted 


to the members and amounted to $29,000 tomans, but 
$79,000 tomans, composed as follows 


Aun of wpa lan fo banks (oumanints 
Pots: 

vi Ofee 

Court espns 


Mal Gs ne Ae 


was subsequently increased to 


239,000 
100,000 
100,000 
190,000 


1000. 


During the debate the Ministers in office were more than once referred to as 
© those thieves,” the Minister of War being particularly the object of dislike 

Whe Finance Minister's proposal for financial reform: was discuss 
was agreed that the reform should be carried out on scientific lines (see the 


2st February). 
Saturday, March itting was devoted to 


Bank project and the loan required by the Government. 


a discussion of the National 


__ Sunday, March 3—The sitting was eld with closed doors. ‘Ihe subjects under 
discussion were the troubles which had arisen at Resht and Kazyin in connection 


with the elections, ‘The Minister of the Interior ae 


two Commissioners should be sent, one by the Assemb! 
{i741} 


resent and it was decided that 
ly and one by the Government, 


M 
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payable in kind should nof, as has been the custom hitherto, be calculated at a 
fictitious rate and paid in cash. 

These proposals were unanimously agreed to, and, after some discussion, a fourth 
Article was added, as follows :— 

4, ‘hat the system of fiefs should be abolished. ‘The system of giving land in liew 
of pensions was generally condemned, and it was agreed that the principle should be 
abolished, 


During the course of the morning a special meeting was convened by the 
President to discuss the questions arising from the resignation of the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh and the arrival of the Cossacks. A Deputy was sent to'the Palace to request 
an audience for Sani-ed-Dowleh (the President), and Saad-ed-Dowleh (the leader of 
the Opposition), and a letter was addressed to the Foreign Minister respecting the 
Cossacks. ‘The Shah, in reply to the deputation, said that the Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
preferred to resign rather than accept the post of Minister of the Interior which His 
Majesty, had offered him, as he did not think that a Grand Vizier was necessary 
‘at that moment, ‘The eight Ministers in office would present: themselves to the 
‘Assembly at their next sitting and would accept full responsibility for their respective 
‘Departments. 

‘When the question of the Cossacks was raised in the course of the afternoon 
sitting, the matter was lightly dismissed as not worthy of notice. 

Thursday, March 21.—he new Cabinet attonded the sitting. ‘The only changes 
were in the Ministries of Justice, Commerce, and Education, ‘Whe following is a list 
of tho Ministers :— 


Minister of the Interior and Head of the 
Cabinet FG 
War (sent a representative). 
Foreign Affairs +. f 
Finance 
Justice 
Education .. 
Commerce .. 
Mines, Roads, &e. 


Vezir Afkham, 
+ Naib-es-Sultaneh, 
+ Alfces-Sultanch. 

{ Naser-ul-Mulk, 

i + Parman Farma, 

é | Mukhtber-es-Sultaneh. 
) Yeuir Homayun. 

{ Mohandis-el-Mamalek. 


Saturday, March 23—The number of members present was ninety, being the 
Tnngest total recorded so far, ‘The Customs and Postal employés at Tabreez having 
struck some days bofore, declaring that they refused to act any longer under the 
onlorsof their Belgian Chiefs, telegrams were read by some of the members from Tabrecg 
on the subjects Tho Assombly decided that the complaints of individuals could not 
properly dealt with by then at their general sitting, but that a Committee of twelve 
porns would be appointed to investigate all personal complaints. In the meantime, 
The atiovances of the Tabrect officials would bo referred to the Government, Saad-ed- 
Dowleh, in this connection, brought up the question of the right of Russia, under her 
Joan contracts, to support the Belsian Administration. He said that the loan contracts 
should’ be submitted to the House and carefully studied, as the nation was under the 
obligation of paying off thoso debts, He did not think that the Persian Government 
Tal pledged themselves to Keep the Belgian Administrators until the debts wore extin= 
suished, Hoavailed liimself of the opportunity to express his high opinion of the 
Russian Minister, whom he described as a sincere friend of the Persian nation. ‘This 
mattor was then dropped and the financial question was raised. Saad-ed-Dowleh 
jmmedintely intervened, remarking that it was quite useless to pursue financial ques: 
tious in the absence of {he Finanee Minister. Saad-ed-Dowleh was thereupon accused 
of invariably and wilfully placing obstacles in the way of the Assembly and of 
endeavouring to impede thieir progress, Considerable disorder ensued. 

‘Sundays Moreh 24—ho debate on financial reform was again resumed. Tho 
first proposil of the Finance Committee, as read on the 10th instant, was voted upon 
nd carried by a majority of 68 to 4; 12 members did not vote. It is hoped that by 
the reform tho Treastiry will benefit to the extent of about. 2,300,000 tomans a-year, 
and that the ratepayers will only be called upon to pay the legal taxes, and not be 
fleeced as hitherto by the local Goyernors. ‘The deficit of the Budget was said to be 
bout 8,000,000 tomans, and it is hoped that through the suppression of fiefs, and the 
exchange of taxes payable in grain into cash, which is always done at a very low rate, 
fu saving of 2,000,000 tomans will he effected, It-was proposed to make up the balance 
by a reduction, or in some cases a total suppression, of certain pensions. 
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Tuesday, March 26,—Saad-ed-Dowleh resolved on Monday to resign his seat in 
‘consequence of the demonstration made against him on the 23nd instant. He even 
sent in his resignation, but was induced, after considerable difficulty, to withdraw it, 
‘The general opinion is that hie is not sincere to the cause, 

On the resumption of the financial debate the question of the suppression of ‘flefs 
was put to the vote and carried by a majority of sixty votes. ‘The payment of taxes 
in kind and in cash, without the option of turning into cash those payable in kind, was 
also agreed to by a large majority. Finally, the grant of pensions to the extent of 
30,000 tomans out of the increased taxation in Seistan, Kain, and Kouchan was voted 
upon and declared abolished by a majority. ‘The proposals of the Finance Committee 
WPGubinitval tothe House on the 10th instant wero therefore all cared, 

‘A telegram from Resht was read to the effect that the people refused to pay 
taxes, on the ground that they were no longer ealled upon to do so in accordance with 
the terms of the “Consti ‘This gave rise to some merriment, and a suitable 
telegram was drafted in reply. It was, however, generally agreed. that the ease had 
been misrepresented hy the Governor. 

‘The Sand-ed-Dowleh attended the sitting, but took no part in the debates. 

Although the National Bank scheme has passed the HTouse, there seems still to be 
some difficulty in putting it into effect. Tt is understood that the funds are not all 

‘and a deadlock has been reached. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 60. 
Draft Contract und Agreement between the Persian Government wid the National Bank, 


(Translation.) 

1, To lend 2,000,000 tomans, 

2, The National’ Bank, with the approval of the National As 
advance to the Government 2,000,000 tomans, to be expended on Government 

Js with the approval of the Assembly. 
Assembly, having approved of the advance of 900,000 tomans to be paid to 
the Government on stipulated terms, the bank will now advaneo 900,000 tomans. 

‘The balance, 1,100,000, will be subject to the produc the Minister of 

inance of a suitable account of the balance of Government, ture for the your 
“ Yuntil,” showing all the sums due by the Goyernmont to pensioners and Government 
officials. 

‘After the production of this account the Assembly will have to approve it, in 
which case either (1) the bank will pay out of the above sum 600,000 tomans against 
Government bills to those persons to whom money is due, and will collect 600,000 
worth of receipts for moneys due to the people and give them shares in the bank in 
excliange and charge the same to the Government; or else (2) the bank will pay the 
wwhole balance of 1,100,000 tomans in two years in sixty equal instalments to the 
Government against their drafts, 

3. Interest is at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, and will bo calculated from 
the date of advance to the date of repayment, but after three years the sum of 
250,000 tomans will be paid by the Government: on account of principal and interest 

the prine icht be paid, 

J. (he source from which the yearly repayments on account of principal and 
interest will be drawn will be the customs of the south. 

5. On the general revenues which are paid into the bank 1 per cent. commission 
will be charged upon the first 6,000,000 tomans ; from 6,000,000 to 12,000,000 tomans 
ive, on account of the second 6,000,000 tomans), + per cent. will be changed ; on any 
further sums } per cent. will be charged. 

Should any sums be placed on deposit by the Government with the bank in 
current account 4} per cent. interest will beallowed, Should the Government overdraw 
their aecount with the bank, 9 per eent. interest will be charged. 

The stipulations of Article 5 will hold good for five years, and will afterwards be 
Tenewed by mutual agreement. 

6. Should the Goverament require to borrow from the bank any sum in excess of 


(i741) N 





46 
capital, it can be done according to the necessities of the time by 
7. Whe transfer of Government funds from one place to another will be at 


Government expe 


8. For the present, after the payment of the present loan, no drafts must be made 
‘on the bank in excess of such sums paidsimto it, 


(11864) No. 61. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Eacard Grey.—(Received April 15.) 





(No, 66.) 
Bir, Tehran, March 28, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in 
Persia which haye not been recorded in separate despatch 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 


No. 4,—Monthly Summary, 


Nowruern Pensra. 
Tehran. 


MIE Zil-es-Sultan was dismissed from the Governorship of Ispahan on the 
16th instant, and Nizam-es-Sultanch was appointed to replace him. ‘The people who 
had taken refuge at Iis Majesty's Consulate-General in Tales however, refused to 
leave before the fact of Highness’ dismissal was notified to them by the 


pen Assembly, ‘The “Zil-es-Sultan proposes to travel in Europe in a few weeks? 
ime, 


The Sadr Azam was dismissed on the 17th instant. The Kashis were too strong 
for him, and mado the Shah believe that all his present troubles were due to the 


Prime Minister's weakness, if not. actually to his leaning to the National cause, ‘The 
Mushis-ed-Dowloh loft the following day for his eountry house, and proposes to go to 
Burope shortly, His oldest son, Mushir-ul-Mulk, is no longer Minister at St, Peters. 
burgh, and will accompany his father in Nonourable exile, ‘The younger son, 
Motatnin-ul-Mulk, will remain at Tehran, 

‘he new Ministry is composed of eight members, including three new ones. ‘Tho 
Farman Ferma, Vozir Homayoon, and Muklibe tanch; the latter isa brother of 
President of thy Assembly, and accompanied the tan round the world, 
he new Cabinet pr themsolyes to the Assembly on the 21st in 
Vorir Afkham, th ister of the Interior, read the Shah’s Rese 
the ‘whole administration of Government under ight rosponsiblo 
follows :— 


‘arman Karma. 
uultanch, 

Interior Vezir Atkham, 
Finance +. Naser-ul-Mulk. 
War ‘aib-es-Sultanch. 
Education Mukliberes-Sultauch, 
Publie Wor Mohandis-w-Mamal 
Commerce +. Vezir Homayun, 


Under each Ministry a list of the subordinate Departments appeared. The 
Ministry of Finance was placed at the head of the Customs, the Crown lands, the 
Mint, Pensions, &e. ‘The Minis ry of the Interior included Police, Municipality, the 
‘Telographs and Posts, and so on. ; 

‘The Shahi has again telog: phed to the Amin-es-Sultan} who is still in Switzer- 
jand, to come to Tehran, He will probably be pointell Minister of the 
Taterior, and then take his place at the head of affairs as before. 


aT 


M. Priem has been given the title of “Consciller des Finances.” ‘The Postal 
Administration has been given to Moavin-ed-Dowlch now that Vezir Homayun has 
been appointed Minister of Commerce. Vezir Makhisus, Governor of Tehran, has been 
appointed Minister of the Court in the place of Ala-ed-Dovwleh, 

The new Governor of Resht, Sepahdar (better Known as Nasr-es-Snltanch), 
borrowed 140,000, from the Russian Bank, against which he mortgaged, or at an 
rate engaged to hand over the produce of liis lands in a district known as“ Mahal-i- 
Saliseh,” north of the Elburz mountains, between Mananderan and Ghilan, he 
villagers lately revolted against their landlord and Governor; and the Russian 
Legation took the matter up on behalf of the Russian Bank, “An official note was 
addressed by the Russian Lezation fo the Foreign Office, saying “if you are not ina 
position to protect the Sepahdar, we will.” ‘The district being easily aecessiblo by sea, 
the Russians are in a position to give effective support to their protégé, Tn the mean= 
time Sepaldar has been dismissed from the Governorship, and Prince Motamed-ed- 
Dowleh has been appointed to succeed him, 

On the 20th instant the artillery in Tehran struck, and arrested Shahzadeh Mudir, 
their Chief, on the ground that their salary was long overdue, Majd-ed-Dowloh, in 
command of the artillery, sent his son to make investigations on the spot, but he fered. 
no better, and was also put under arrest. A squadron of Shalseven horsemen soon 
afterwards took refuge in the Artillery Square, near tho guns, declaring that they had 
not been paid for fifteen years. After protracted negotiations and many promises on 
behalf of the authorities, they consented to leave the asylum of the guns, and the 
gunners consented to sive up their hostages, 

A remarkable document was submitted to the Assembly by the Minister of 
Finance at one of the sittings. It purports to be an account up to date of the 
Government expenditure. The total—which, however, docs not agree with the detailed 
account—shows a balance of 8,232,593 tomans outstanding, 

‘Phe following are some of the details :-— 


rs 


foonshis, &c. “ 

Office, Diplowatic Corps, &a! 
Kuropean and Persian doctors”. 
Colleges BO sy ae 


The total, according to the details given, comes to which 
purports to bo the total outstanding deficit up to last ie, the 22nd Maroh, 
1907. 

‘The Assembly, on the 16th March, passed the following Bill with the object of 
settling the above account — 


“The National Assembly approves that all the debt of the Government: on 
count of the yearly statement up to the end of * Yunteil’ (1906-1907) shall he 

settled and closed by his Excellency the Minister of Finanee by the sum of 

2,000,000 tomans borrowed from the National Bank ., . . on condition that in all 

cases of Government) indebtedness due observange should he made of the importance 

or necessity of the expenditure and the rights of tose haying claims, in such a 

manner that immediate and pressing expenditure and the rights of thos 

claims should all be sottied, and the shortage should be a reduetion i 

with equity and justice from the claims of those porsons; and a statement of the 

manner in which the sum is divided should he submitted to tho Assembly.” 


Nows was received in Tehran on the 26th instant of the murder of an Armenian 
Russian subject at s » in Khorasan, by a fanatical mob, on the ground that he 
hind had untawsul re ith a Mussulman woman. Tt is reported that the woman 
was also seized ani murdered, and that the bodies of the tivo. were subsequently 
burned publicly. This is an unfortunate incident at the present juncture, 


Tabrees, 
The murder of the German subject at Sonjhoulak is fully. reported: upon by 


 Wratislaw in his despatch of the 20th Ty » in which he says that the victim 
was a Mr, Dammann, a young German who ng there with a German Lutheran 























































48 


missionary named Yon Oertzen for the purpose of studying Kurdish dialects, On the 
night of the 15th February a party of Kurds broke through the wall surrounding the 
iouse, and three of them forced the front door and entered the first room, whieh was 
occupied by M. Dammann, After murdering him they proceeded to the room of a 
German lady mi: » and forced her to guide them to the bed-room of M. and 
Mime. Oertzon. ‘The couple were awakened by blows from the Kurds’ rifle 
M, Oortzen shouting for help, he received a dagger- 
wife then handed to their assailants all the mou 
Tntier left th 
room in a t 
Mie Customs and Postal employés went on st 
for some time no Ih ild ho transacted at e 
Tn commentin; rations of Rebraary last, M 
pt of a teleyram of the A. 
Tehran to the effect that, “thanks to God and the patriots of the 
the high-minded inhabitants of "ubreez, a Deeree has heen 
perfects the principles of the Consti The population did’ not show any 
particular alacrity in opening their shops, and their leaders found themselves under 
the painful: neces ving the public rezanling a foreign guarantee of the 
Shah’s fresh promises, and the name of Iis Majesty's Government was in some 
instances taken in vain in this connection. Tt ly known, however, 
that the Shah's undertaking to establish a fully Constitutional Government was 
unsupported by any foreign indorsoment. Next to the admirable way in which order 
‘was preserved throughout, the most strikin; went was the detestation 
and distrust of the Shaki uni y can apparently count 
the loyalty of no. section of the population of Tabreez, and the conflicts of local 
jerests and the personal ri which were pre reported, were at once 
dropped’ when necessity arose for uniting against te common enemy, Preachers in 
the mosques publicly adlyocated the dethronement of the Shah, and the desirability of 
this'step was a common topic of eonversition in the town, ‘The one thing which held 
Tnick the loss unthinking members of the community: 
vention, of which Azerbaijan would naturally: have to bear the brunt ‘There is no 
doubt that Russian Mussulmans at: Tabreez constantly urge the inhabitants to more 
Violent action against the Government, and their influonee is to be observed in many 
‘wily, including the display of red isturbances, 
{twas reported at of Cossacks 
‘Whis is nok entirely ae taken to 
000 rien, but in the mi s only a day's jour 
uy is the » from whieh a large body could be sent, 
















and, on 
ehead. Ie and his 
iu the room, and the 
dead in a comer of his 
























bout the middle of March, and 
her Departmen 















erbaijan Deputies at 
untry, particularly 
sued which confirms and 





































































dull 
tor 
an 









191 


Resht. 


‘Ther have been troubles at Resht over the elections, but not of a serious nature, 
Mhe new Govern xd nt his post on the 18th ultimo, lately 
telegraphed that the people refused to pay taxes on the ground that they were not 
called upion to do so under the new Constitution. 

A local Assembly has heen formed, hut great confusion was caused by. the 
formation of Opposition Assemblies, jer was referred to the ‘Teh 
Assembly which eventually decided to send a special Deputy to help to con 
tho Reslit Municipal Assembly, to lielp the electors and to watch the elections. 




























Meshed, 








is reported that a number of # fed for members of a secret association 
Have reached Meshed from Tabrecz bringing a number of bombs. = 

hie leading men of Meshed have agreed to resist the expected extortions of the 
ise of any member being wronged, ‘one will take 
speaking, a feeling of liberty in the air, 

was formed on the 27th February, not withiout some 
























M. de Klemme (the Russian Consul-General) like 
myself, anticipates trouble when the Rukn-ed-Dowleh (the new Governor-General) 
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displays his remarkable ineptitude. ‘The Rukn-ed-Dowleh owes a large sum of 
money to the Imperial Bank which he has made no arrangements to pay. His 
Majesty’s Legation was in consequence obliged to make rpresentations on the subject: 
to the Persian Goverument and his Highness’ departure for Meshed has in consequence 
been delayed. 

The Karguzar told Major Sykes that the charge against the Inte Governor- 
General of selling Persian girls to the Turcomans was utterly untrue, He said that 
the Kurds of Bujnurd had habitually carried on this traffic with the knowledge of 
the Governor of Bujnurd who gave the profits to his wife as pin-money, As the 
Assed:ed-Dowleh wrote very strongly to stop this traffic, he will, Major Sykes hopes, 
oor himself of such an odious charge. 

hirty-five Tabreezi Turks, now in Meshed, have bound themselves by oath to 
devote their lives and property, at all risks and costs, to the obtaining of politieal 
liberty for Persia, 

‘The local Assembly, which subsequently turned into a “Town Council,” is by no 
means free from internal disaffection. The clerical and mercantile elements in it 
have shown much animosity. On the 11th March an exeited scene occurred. The 
clericals tried to silence the merchants. ‘The latter replied that there were man; 
things the priests knew nothing about, A  mollah responded hotly that. there 
was nothing the religious leaders of the people were not fully competent to deal with, 
Whereupon a number of the merchants left the Council-roomn. 

All the officials and dependents of the Shrine, with the exception of one member 
who is the leading Meshed reformer, have sent a Memorial to the Shah reprosentin 
that the Mujteheds mollahs and Soyeds of the Shrine, who are. the rightful 
descendents and successors of the great Iman, are not disposed to submit to any 
National Assembly or any other authority other than that of the Shah himself. They 
are therefore entirely at his service in any movement he desires to. undertake again 
tho Constitutional party. ‘This may alter the decision of the Shah to appoint Hajji 
Sheikh-ur-Reis, one of the leading spirits in the reform movement at Tehran, as chiet 
guanian of the Shrine. It is not unlikely that the Memorial was got up for this 

urpose 
LO Sihssatetarmaionatlty people of Moeshed,” writes Major 
reactionary to the core, They have hitherto ta 
deliberations of the local Assembly, not out of any sympathy for reform, but me 
in onler to try and control a popular movement which they could not check, ant 
which they feared would otherwise develop independently of them and perhaps’ end 
in the destruction of their power. ‘his power of the priesthood over the minds of all 
ersians, constituting the great hindrance to progress, has its stronghold in 
Meshed.” It may, however, be noted that no such power exists in Tehran, 

A signaller of the Indian Telograph Department haying concluded « journey of 
inspection all along the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, sent in his Report dated’ tho 
23rd January, a copy of which has been sent direct to the Government of India, 
His conclusions are that the Russian officials along the line are in the habit of 
tapping messages, and lie makes certain proposals with the object of checking the 
practice, 















































Kos, “une 
a part in the formation 































Turbat-i-Hayderi, 


Captain Tyass, the Russian Consul, has apparently been reprimanded for his 
excessive zeal which manifested itself in pronounced hostility to British interests, 
tated that at the end of January that he would shortly leave the country, bub 
later on expressed regret that he would not be allowed to go for some time. 











CeNTRAL axD Eastern Pesta, 


Ispahan. 


The movement, which was dirveted by Agha Nojefi and Sheikh Norullah, and 
aimed at the dismissal of the Zil-es-Sultan’ began on tlie 7th Mateh, when a large 
crowd invaded the Persian telegraph office, and another excited mob took refugo at His 
Majesty's Consulate-General. ‘Phe Zil-es-Sultan was dismissed on the 16th instant, 
and a few days ment at Ispahan subsided. In the interval 
Mr. Barnliam had to deal with refugees to the extent of nearly 8,000 persons. With 
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regard to the cause of the demonstration Mr, Barnham writes: “Those responsible, are 
in the first instance, no doubt, Agha Norullah, for the mollahs, then Haji Mohammed 
Hussein Kazerooni for the merchants, and probably the Russian Consul-General, 
Haji Mohammed Hussein has a large sum of money to receive from the Zil-es-Sultan 
and apparently thinks he will haye more chance of recovering it if his Highnes 

not Governor here, Ilis chief clerk is the Adib-et-Tujjar, Member for Tspahian in the 
National Assembly, and now in active telegraph communication with the people, The 
attitude of Prince Dabija (Russian Consul-General) to the Zil-es-Sultan has always 
been hostile, but since these troubles began, he Kas not cared for one moment to 
conceal his animus, One of the first Seyeds who took “bast” was the proprietor of 
the “Jenab” newspaper, formerly known as a spy of the Russian Consulate, I have 
alo in unig tyo ote men now in the garden who are in constant relations with 
Prince Dal 






























Yesd: 





Writing on the subject of the murder of the Parsee merchant, Parviz Shahjehan, 
the British Vice-Consul at Yezd on the 17th ultimo says: ‘On the 13th instant, 
between 6 v.at, and 7 past, Parviz Shahjehan, head of the Parsee firm of Shahjehan 
Brotliors, was shot by someone at present. unknown when returning from the bazaar, 
and hie died the next day.” His life had heen threatened the previous November. 
he murdered man had financed Mushir-ul-Mamalek, who was Vizier to the ex-Governor 
Monyed-cd-Dowleh, now Governor-General of Fars. A few days hefore hie was kille 
the murdered man had a stormy interview with Mushir-ul-Mamialek concerning thei 
accounts, ‘There are some other facts which tend to throw suspicion on Mushir-ul 
Mamalek as the instigator of the murder, and on a young man named Ferrukh as the 
murderer, ‘The British Viee-Consul writes: “I doubt. if the local authorities are 
doing anything to find him (the murderer). 
























Seistan, 


istration of the Deputy Governor, Mohammed Reza Khan, the eldest 
aul-Mulk, cannot be said fo have begun well, A serious charge of 
rape has been brought against him by a man of Kain (Seistan diary of the 9th 
February) whose daughter he entiged into his house. Ho has cruelly heaten another 
man bronght before him on a frivolous accusation, 

A Memorandum on the Heshmet-ul-Mulk and his family is inelosed. 

The Russian telegraphist has again got into trouble owing to the eapture for the 
second time of a Seistani woman in his house, ‘Nhe Deputy Governor spread a report 
that the woman had been found in the British Consulate, 

About the middle of February about sixty families of Afghans came to Seistan 
from Garmsel to settle in Persian territory, 

‘Pho Consulate escort has sulfered a great deal from sickness attributed by the 
medical officer to the insunitary condition 

‘Phe Russian Dragoman, M, Dental, was il to be dying of 
consuinption, Lis Majesty’s Consul tried to arrange to get him examined by Captain 
Kelly, Unfortunately, owing to the Russian’s treatment of Captain Kelly during 

me, the laiter knows none of them personally. ‘The Russian doctor is 









































set on foot respecting the MacMahon boundary and misi 
nv made on the subject by a certain Mullah Mehdi in rep 
inquiries on the part of the Minister for Roreign Affairs. 








Kerman. 


‘The ex-Governorof Kerman, Prince Farman Farma, has been appointed Minister 
of Justice, His son, Nosret-ed-Dowleh, succeeds him as Governor of Kerman. 
Farman Karma has not yet paid a call on His Majesty’s Minister, and evidently 
expects His Majesty's Minister to call first. 
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Shiraz, 





‘A league called the jan” (Moslem Community) lias been formed 
composed of 500 of the clerical, mercantile, and other classes, and have taken oath to 
‘support the Constitutional Assembly with their lives. 

‘he Kayam-ul-Mulk has returned to Shiraz, and has taken oyer the Government 
of tie Provines, appointing his second son Commander of the Forces. Ho has paid 
the Goverment 100,000 tomans for permission to return to Fars, and the amount is 
being remitted in instalments through the Imperial Bank, 

‘A Seyid lately passing along a streot shouted “ Long live Freedom,” and punctuated 
his patriotic ery by sticking a knife into one of the pupils of a Jewish school passing 
near him. 








Bushire, 







‘The report is fully confirmed that M. Naus brought about the dismissal of the 
Darya Beggi from the Governorship of the Gulf ports and the appointment of Saced- 
es-Sultanch, M, Naus attributed the hostility lately shown to the Bushire customs by 
the native public to the Darya Beggi, and even accused him of smuggling on a large 
seale, ‘The new Governor is M. Naus’ nominee, or, at any rate, was strongly 
recommended by him as a man likely to suppress smuggling, Now that M. Naus is no 
longer ut thehead of the Customs, it is probable that: the new Governor will continue 

wold system, which M. Naus tried to check in the interests of the revenue, ‘the 
new Governor arrived at Bushire on the Sth February, 

An ofliccr deputed by the Minister of War is said to have left for Bushire to 
select positions for the mounting of the four guns which have boon lying in the 
‘custom-houso for some years, 

The Residency Agent at Lingah reports that tho Russian Steam Navigation 
Company lins sent Russian postal stamps to its agent at Lingah so that all persons 
wishing to forward letters by the Company’s steamers may affix Russian stamps and 
hand them to the agent of the line for dispatch to any destination. 

On the 10th February the new Governor inspected the guns in the custom-house, 
removed them to Government House and had them unpacked, One, a howitzer, lny 
unpacked in the mud when the First Assistant Resident. saw it, and has apparontly 
not been cleaned since its first importation. It is therefore very probably unservico= 
able, ‘Mhe breech of another gan was visible and appea in tho same condition, 
‘The Governor has had the ammunition brought down from Shiraz. 

‘The German steamer “ Assyrin” arrived at Bushire on the 13th February on hor 
upward voyage and discharged 434 casos and packages nt Bushire. She substquontly 
proceeded to Mohammerah, where she discharged thirtyslive tons of cargo from 
Hamburg and Antwerp, chiefly sugar from the latter place: 
‘Phe Russian steamer  Kuphrates” arrived at Bushire from Od 
February, bringing 500 packages of piece-goods, tea-pots, ero teaglas 
he agents of the German line haye issued a notiee that the next three st 
of the Hamburg-American line will take no cargo on their homeward voyage fk 
Persia. 

‘he German Consal 
the duties of Dragoman, 

Sinlar Mukarrem, the Governor of Luristan, a nephew of Nizam-os-Sultaneh, was 
lately at Mohammerah. Major Cox, when on tonr there in the middle of February, 
called upon him and the Sheikh of Mohammerah, ‘The Ukani and Mbeggi of the 
Pakhtiaris are at Ram Hormuz, Haji Reis-ct~Pujjar, the Sheikh's factotum, was to, 
have accompanied Sirdar Mukarren to Ahwaz, and then to go to Ram Hormuz to 
scitle the outstanding differences concerning the district of Bohbehan, &e., with the 
Bakhtiary Chiefs. 


































































at Bushire, Dr, Listemann, has arrived at ‘Tel 





an to take up 


















Kermanshah, 


‘There has been a good deal of local trouble owing to the disputes which arose 
respecting the elections, and some blood was shed during the riots. His Majesty's 
Consul was referred to by the Governor and by the different, parties in conflict, but 
endeayoured to keep out of all interference in the matter, which, he explained, was no 
concern whatever of his. 
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dismissed in February 1907, and the elder son, Mohammed Reza Khan, was appointed 
Deputy Governor. The latter was a great friend of M. Miller's in 1901-1902, and is 
said to be indebted to the Russian Bank. The father and the elder son appear to be 


His Majesty's Consul recently heard that the Governor of Hamadlan ordered that 
the water in the baths was to be changed once a week, and that all shopkeepers were 
to pla ‘These abominable 






















Ree aes ‘ood Mullahs of degenerate, corrupt, and vicious. ‘The father is addicted to opium-smoking to such 
Gian Goa: GnEnoiee aE an extent that he is practically an imbecile, ‘The elder son is cruel, unjust, and much 





given to drink, 





good enough for any one 
an invention of the devil, ‘Thus the town continues in reli 
Daths in the odour of sanctity. 





ious darkness, and the 





(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL, 

































































ned) G. P. CHURCHILL. 






‘Tehran, March 28, 1907. [11882] No. 62. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 
Inclosure 2 in N (No. 178.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, April 2, 1907. 









Memorandum, I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a private letter which I received this 
afternoon from M, Isvolsky, inclosing a pro-memorid embodying the reply of the 
Russian Government fo the Memorandum which I communicated to his Excellency 
on the 10th ultimo, and of which I forwarded a copy in my despatch No, 125 of the 
same date, in regard to the Convention which it is proposed to conclude with reference 
to the respective i mand Russia in Persia, 

‘The chief point, as M. Isvolsky observes, is that the Russian Government would 
be prepared to mect the wishes of His Majesty's Government: that the Russian line 
should terminate at Zulficar when they have recetyed certain explanations on one oF 
two points. Tt is true that the Russian reply is a little more guarded than T have 
stated, but I think that it can be taken for granted that in principle they have 
acceded to our request on that important point, 

T understand that the remarks made in point 2 of the pro-memorid in regard to 






Min Atsxt Kuax, Hoshmet-ul-Mulk, died 1801, 
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Motiamod Reza Kian, 




































‘DINE present, Heshmet-ul-Mulk was apps Concessions in the neutral zones are merely mentioned in order to have consigned to 

the death of his father, and remained undisturbed for about ten years. With the writing the verbal assurances which I gaye to M. Isvolsky on the 13th ultimo, and 

| introduction of a European organization into the Customs Depart which I reported in my despatch No, 183 of that date. I presume that thero will bo 

| Major Bons, appointment of ‘Tolman officials, n thon emerged from a cond no objection to adopting this course when a reply is given to the pro-memorid which T 
| May 51,” primitive simplicity, and was ruled from ‘Cohran, At the beginning of 1901 there am transmi 










Were neither Pe offi 











B: ; ' 
n is made of the transfer of the telegraph lines or of the maintenance 
Concessions, or as to the addendum requested to Article IL of the 


jin Korcign Office Agents, Bel 
I-Mulk threw in his lot with us 


Is, nor military offi 
outset, and has done 


No menti 
of the exist 































| utmost to remain loyal to our cunse, He has never designedly put diffi Russian draft Convention as to the revenues which are pledged to the services of 
way; he has often scerotly helped us, and there is no doubt that his political fe British loans to Pei I do not anticipate any diffioulty on those points, 

i are entire h, Mir Masum Khan and Mohammed Rez Khan T telegraphed the substance of the pro-memorid in my telegram No. 57 of to-day's 

take their cue from their Tut the latter has shown himself inclined to be date. 


influenced by his fathe ar Purdil Khan, the Serbendi Chief, who has anti- 


forgotton his trip to India, and 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 





| Mr. Dobbs, n against the Consulate was started at tho 
) fier, instigation of M. Miller, the Russian Consul, when the Heshmet-ul-Mulk: punished 
as wsleaters, though with considerable reluctance from fear of the 
t surance that he would not be dismissed “solely 
ast British subjects,” and remarked: “Tf the 
ny not supported, after T have taken upon myself the responsibility of 
assuring him that the British Government will not permit his dismissal solely on 
account of his punistment of offend 4 its subjects, British prestige in Seistan 
will sink to lower point than it has ever yet reached’ 
r A. Hardinge took stops to support the Heshmet, who was apparently abont to 

the Amin-es-Sultan, then Grand Vizier, at the instigation of the 

Sir A, Mardingo observed to the Grand Vizier that the action 
1 putting down the rioters deserved the thanks both 
of the Persitu'and British Governments. Continued pressure was used to endeavour 
j to maintain the Hoshinet in office, but inelfectually. He was forced to come to 
in 1904, though he tried by every in his power to be allowed to remain, 

He appointed his second) son, Mir Mastim Khan, Deputy Governor, and has lived at 





Inclosure 1 in No, 62. 








M, Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson. 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, April 2, 1907. 
i) miempresse de vous faire tenir ci-joint notre pro-memorid en réponse i votre 
derni¢re communication au sujet de ta Perso. Ce n'est pas encore une réponse 
délinitive, mais, comme vous verrez, sur le point principal nous sommes préts i aller 
au devant de vos désirs. 




















or 


Votre sinctrement dévoud, 
(Sign) ISVOLSKY. z 










1903, 








Inclosure 2 in No. 62. 








Pro-Memorid communicated by Russian Government, April 2, 1907. 

















Velnan ever since. {lis Majesty's Legation kept up close relations with him during VU Mimporiance majeure que le Gouvernement Anglais attache & ce. que la 
1005, aud even arranged for the Imperial Bank to lend him some money under ligne-frontidre de la sphire d'influence présumée de la, Russie en Perse aboutisse non 





Goverment guariitees but 
him. reinstated, I 
have reason to bel 


1) Kuhsan mais & Zulficar,et afin de donner au Cabinet de Saint-James une prouve 
indiscutable de sa ferme décision d'arriver 1 une entente solide entre les deux Btats, 
Je Gouvernement Impérial pourrait se déclaror prét & aller au devant de ce désir. 
Néanmoins, avant de donner une réponse définitive tant sur ¢e sujet que sur les autres 


[i7si] P 


Siw that the Brit 
rently became tient and turn 
- lent Tim money and promised him thet 
to India and was eredited with a leanin 





i Government could not get 

1 to the Russians, who, E 
port. Mir Masum 
to the British, was 






















ie 


questions touches dans Paide-mémoire Anglais du 25 Février (10 Mars), le Ministre 
vial ddsirerait Gelaireir les points suivants des propositions eontenues dans cette 


1. LiAmbasside Britannique y exprime le désir que dans le eas de non-paiement 
fies coupons des emprunts Persans et de Vinstitution d'un controle sur les donanes ou 
sur autres sources de revenus engagées dans les gones respectives, la Grande 
Bretagne. se cliarge de percevoir et de verser & Tn Russie les sommes qui lui seraient 
dues sur les revenus dans ln sphdre Anglaise alfectés & Vamortissement des emprunts 
conclus en Russie, et que la Russie, de son edté. prenne un engagement analogue en 
eo qui rogurde les revenus dans Ja sphére Russe affectés aux paiements & faire A 
PAngletorre. Ace propos il est X prendre en considération que le droit de contrdle 
snr los douanes, Persuies en cas @irrégularités dans Yamortissement des emprints 
conclus en Russie appartient & ect Btat en vertu d'un contrat passé avee le Gouverne- 
mont Persian. Tl est indisponsable, en conséquence, de résoudre au préalable la 
quest ce droit peut Cire eédé A d'autres, on bien si le Gouvernement 
Persan picut se eroire fondé A protester contre une pareille transaction, En outre, le 
Gouvernement Impérial ne saurait se Teena t dans cette question 
avant d’étre rensei xacte sitt les droits aequis en Perse sous co rapport 
par Te Gouvernement: Anglais, afin de pouyoir se former une idée nette des obligations 
qwil assumnerait:en acceptant la dite transaction, 
2 TiAmbassade sugedre qu 


ge 2 ne pas s'opposer, 
© préalabloment entonda 


ernement Anglais, A ee que des 

ues soient données dans Ia zone neutre & des sujets Britanniques 
x de Pulssaners tierees. La réduction de cette ure it 

donner Jiew A des interprctations différentes, il serait pouteé 

Hinplitament dans ce passage les mots qui se rapportent aux sui 

tierces ainsi que Va proposé verbalement Sir Avthu ison, 1 vi 

que li Russie ne pourrait prendre un parell engagement quid titre de réeiproeité dc 

part de PAngleterre, 


‘dinlePeborsboury, te 20 Mars (2 ctwril), 1907. 





(11885) No, 63. 


Sir d, Nielson to Sir Edward Grey—{ Received April 15.) 
No, 177.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, April 4, 

1 TOT) M, Ksvolsky yesterday that Thad telegraphed to you the subst 
Ho-menorid which he ind communicated to me in regard 10 Persia, and of which T 
forwarded a copy hn my despatch No, 173 of the Qud instant, and that T wi 

to seo thut in principle thy Russian Government wens prepared to a 
fion which His Majesty's Govornnont desired: in respect to the 
ling, Hi Excelleney obisorved thal us the chief point was. prictically: arran 
trusted that thor woul be ne AiMeutty: is 18 he othior posits raised in the h 
prosncnorid, wud which yore obi techaieal mature, Ty Wess dust 
The Tail Hol Deen’ able- to give a delinitic voply: awe ti the terminis of the Russian tine 
‘util all utlion, points were cliarud up. He added that he was exiiniuing the b 
tnotholl! for arranging the question of the telegraph Vines, and: Ne appeared to. hive 
Wderstooil Uat a transfer was tho soli solution. Pde not anticipate that any difficulty 
will arise on that point, es 

have, 


vl) A. NICOLSON. 





{11887} No. 64. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edicard Grey —(Received April 15.) 
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and a copy of which T transmitted in my despatch No, 156 of the 25th ultimo, I venture 
to inclose the draft of an aide-némoire which I might haud to his Excellency, should its 
terms meet with your approval. I think that it would be unnecessary to enumerate the 
ports to which ships of war might be dispatched, and I have, therefore, given a 
very general statement on that head. Ihave also not specified the character of the 
protective measures, but should M, Isvolsky again ask me if His Majesty's Government 
wonld, in case of necessity, be prepared to seize custom-houses, I would propose 
to reply that the Naval Commanders would be allowed latitude as to the nature of 
protection which the cireumstances inight require, and would be authorized to adopt 
that which scemed to them to be the most practicable and feasible, 

Tshould be grateful if you would kindly inform me by telegraph of your views us 
to my draft aide-ménioire, amd of any modilications which you would desire me to 
introdi 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 64, 
Aivteemémoire for communication to the Russian Government, 


TIS Majesty's Embassy had the honour to receive the aide-ménoire which the 
Imperial Russian Government were. good enongh to communicate on the 12th (26th) 
March, 1907, in regard to the measures which, in case of urgent necessity, would: bo 
taken for the protection of Russian intorests in Porsia, The Tmporial Russia 

informed of the measures which [is Majesty!s Government 





{11893} No. 65. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Hiioard Grey.—(Received April 16.) 

(No. 190.) 

Sir, SL, Petersburgh, Aprit 10, 1907, 
TINQUIRED of M. Tsvolsky to-day whotlier ho could toll me if the’ Russian 
rument would he disposed to give sore assurances with the object of uruiquilliziing 

io mind of the Zil-esSultan, ay t6 his future. Mis Bevelleney said diat the Russian 
ortiment were quite prepares asatunauces siunilar (0 th 
which Tliad mentioned to: bin 12th @5ih) ul 
of which T had th cin ti No, 155 0f tlic . 
nld Wwe conveyed direct to the Zil-es-Sultan, 1 
ake his communication aya matter, and his Excellency 
replied in the afirmative, 
T telegraphed the above to you in my telegram No, 62 of to-day’s date, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





(11804) No. 66, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Aprit 15.) 
(No. 191.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, April 10, 19 

M. ISVOLSKY informed me to-day that he had received @ roport from the Ri 
Chargé d'Affaires at Vienna stating that the Atabeg had had a long conversation with 
himself and Sir E. Goschen in regard to his return to Persia, and lad requested facilities 
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for his journey. ‘These facilities the Russian Government would willingly accord, and 
would place a steamerett his disposal to convey him from Bakn to Enzeli. He had 
guthored from the report of the Russian Chargé d’Affaires that the Atabeg was quite 
prepared to tackle the existing situation in Persia, and that, though he was desirous 
that reforms should be introduced, he considered that too many concessions had been 
made to the somewhat extravagant demands of the popular party. 

T said that T was extremely glad to lear that the to be recalled to 
offi, He sas a great personal friend of mine and I considered that he was the 
most intelligent man in Persia, and was also endowed with considerable firmness of 
character, In the early days of his grandeur he had been a devoted friend to England, 

hhad subsequently, I believed, gone over to Russia, and then had fallen into 

ties in his own country, and had been practically exiled. I had seen him last 

as making the grand tour and visiting museums and picture 

nts. [trusted that it would 

Britain and 

ig the usual Persian tactics of 

nst tho other, he should act in accord with 

h d little doubt 

that the harmons i issian and British Legations would be 
matle manifest to the Atabex on his arrival in Tehri : 

‘As we wore conversing on Persia, L mentioned to M. Tayolsky that some vessels 
of the Bast: Indian squadron had contemplated making the 
ports, but that, as the projected yisit appeared to have cau 
project had boon deferred 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 





(12114) No. 67. 
India Office to Foreign Ojfice.—(Received April 15.) 


Sin, India Ofice, April 13, 1907. 
LAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E, Gorst’s letter of the 6th 
»stant, inelosing copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at St Petersburgh, 
Tu ultimo, as to the terms of the draft Convention relating to 
sit subinittod | i i ment. 
Me. Mork i 
avforiging hinw'that His Maj vornment desire the reference to third parties a8 
niigardls concessions in tho British wid Russian special zones to be maintained, aud in 
the torms, as amonded by the Sccretary te for Koroign 
roposed by Sir Ay to the 
are ouily: interested, 
fons therein’ should not 
Russian Government, and are willing to give a reciprocal engagement on this point. 
Mr. Morley also concurs in the terms of Article V, which Sir E, Grey proposes 
should bo substituted for the draft sugges colson, as to the treatment 
in the British and Russian zones of the euston or other revenues pledged to 
tho sorvieo of the British and Russian loans in the event of default by the Persian 
Goverment 
Tam, & 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





{12115} No. 63, 
Dulin Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 15.) 


Initia Office, April 13, 1907. 
Tam slitvotead by Mr, Soore to acknowledge the receipt of Sir FE. Gorst’s 
Totter of the Oth instant, forwarding copy Of a telogram fron H ty's Ambassador 
at St, Potersburah, dated the 2nd instant, as tox pro-memorid received from the Russian 
Government ou the suliject of the draft Convention as to Persia 
In roply. Lam to s terms of the communication 
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which the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs proposes should be made to the Russian 
Government on the question of the collection, in the event of default. by the Persian 
Government, of the pledged revenues by the one party in the sphere of the other, and 
ou that of the rightof control possessed by His Majesty's Government over the revenuies 
hypothecated for the service of the British loans. 

‘As regards the question of omitting any reference to third parties in the matter of 
Concessions in the neutral zone, Mr, Morley’s concurrence in the couse proposed by 
Sir E. Grey is expressed in my letter of to-day’s date replying to Sir B, Gorst’s letter 
of the 6th instant. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





(12118) No, 69. 
India Office to Foreign Ojfice-—(Received April 15.) 


Sir, India Office, April 18, 1907, 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 6th instant, 
and to state, in reply, that Mr. Secretary Morley concurs in the proposal of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs to approve the suggestion of Majesty's Minister at 
‘Teliran that the demand for the imme erest due on the British 
loans to Persia shoul! be postponed on condition that the clause in the charter of 
the new National Bank, granting it priority in the importation and sale of silver, is 
eliminated. 

Mr. Morley’s concurrence in Sir E, Grey's views as to the right of His Majesty's 
Government to control the revenues pledged to the service of these loans was expresiod 
in my letter of to-day’s date, in reply to Sir B, Gorst’s letter of the Gth instant. 
Mr. Morloy concurs in’ tho proposal to inform Sir C. Spring-Rico of theso views by 
telegraph. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(12175) No, 70, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received Apri 15.) 
Confidential.) 
ir, Admiralty, April 15, 1907. 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a paraphrase of a telegrar, 
dated the M4th instant, from tho Commiandler-in-chiet, Bast Tnuies, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ©. 1. THOMAS, 


Tnelosure in No, 70. 


Vice-Admiral Sir B. Pot to Admiralty, 


(elegraphie) |. Aden, April 14, 1907. 
SHIPS’ movements, On the 13th instant reached Koweit. 


Jashk will be reached on the 18th instant. 





(21609) No, 71. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 45.) — 


(Colegraphion |B. 
(DUATION in Persia, 
In reply to your telegram No. 81 of the 7th instant, Admiralty have sent instruo~ 


tions to Commander-in-chief, East Indies, that ships are to be kept ready to proceed at 
short notice to ports in Persian Gulf. 


Foreign Office, April 15, 1907, 
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(12254) 
India Offce to Foreign Office—(Received. April 16.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mx, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of a despatch to 
the Government of India, dated 12th April, 1907, relative to the Karun Irrigation 
Scheme, 

‘A copy lias been sent to the Director of Military Operations. 


Inia Office, April 15, 1907. 


Tnelosure in No, 72. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


My Tori, India Office, April 12, 1907. 

T HAVE considered in Council your Excelleney’s letter of the 3rd January last, 
with which you forward copies of papors relative to the employment of Major 
Morton, Tt, on gations as to the possibilities of irigatipn trom the Karin 

iver 

2, You observe that tho period of Major Morton’s deputation commenced on the 
7th January, 1905, and the approximate cost you estimate at 1701. a-month. 

3. Your Excellency wilt remember tlie. the instructions conveyed to the 
Government of Tndia “in my predecessor's telegrams were that His Majesty's 
Government required an expert opinion as to whether, and to, what extent, 
Mr. Van Roggen’s scheme would the navigation of the Karun River, and 
whothor the scheme itself contained the elements of success. ‘The information 
sequined vine supplied in Major Morton's Reports of the 28th June and 5th July 
19 Will ho seon from the inelosed correspondence® that the Foreign Oflice 


Aéelinn to Aeeoph any share Of the expense of Major Morton's deputation. subsequent 
to the later date, 

1. I have already drawn the attention of your Excelle yerument to the 
inconvenience which arises from neglect of tlie prvenu ing, in eases wher 
the cost is and Tudian revenues, the pr 

penditure is tak 


dopulation, dnd, in the cireumst 
‘avoupit any portion of the ol 

5, You now ask my sin 
has completed the rousli . 
he about the ond of next Mays 2 F ed so far, L will not withhold 
ny stnetion to your propestl the expense of whieh wil be borne by Indian revenues: 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) JOHN MORLEY. 





(12281) No. 73, 
Mr, Preeos to Foreign Office —(Received April 16.) 


1, St, James's Place, 8... dprit 15, 1907. 
HAVE the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your’ despatel 
tant, forwarding a copy of the Memorandum by Mr, Edouard Kitab 

Oil Concession; 

Tt will bo within your recollection, Tam sure, that in all dealings with regard to 
the Lynch Road and also with reference to. this Concession, the Legation and th 
Consulates hiave heen the intermediates with the Chiets, aud that for the Concession 

ate to appoint an agent on the spot otherwise than Mr. Reynolds, would be 


© Not printed. 
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simply to encourage them in their vagaries, and would considerably enlarge the 
difficulties we are ai present encountering. 

When the work has proved successful, and a Company has been formed, then an 
agent on the spot will be a necessity, but it will huve to be someone other than 
Mr. Edonard Kitabji. Tthink it would be impossible to employ him again—his record 
is too bad ; he was sent down to Kasr-i-Shireen to aid Mr, Reynolds—he proved to he 
nothing but a deterrent, intriguing to such an extent: that Mr. Reynolds ultimately, was 
forced to resign. Mr. Rosenplionter, who succeeded Mr, Reynolds, never found 

if any use. 

‘That he has been active in ‘Tehran lately 


d be 
intention of touching th 


conclusion that Mr. Reynolds hs an assistant—Mr. Molland—who lias been in the 
parts for many years, in Messrs. Lynch's service, and fs well acquainted not only: with 
the Bakhtiaris but also with the Soynds and Anib Chiefs, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) J. RL PREECE, 





(12120) No. 7. 
Sir Haward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
)P. Fareiyn Office, prit 16, 1007, 
NTENE arrangements in Por: 
seived your tolegram No, 83 of the 11th instant 


hat steps should you propose to take, and from what quarter do you think ont 
position may be attacked ? 


(12118) No. 75. 





Sir Ediard Grey to Sir C. Spriag-Rice 

Wi) 

raphic.) P. Foreign Office, aprit 10, 1907. 

INTEREST on Persian loan, 

Thave received your telegram No, 75 of the ih i 

Tanthorized you, on the condition that the silver clause bo eliminated, to agree 
to the dela 

We consider that, in case of non-payment, the right to control customs follows 
inherently from the hypothecating of the revenues, oven though it is not provided 
for expressly in loan Agreements, 





(12394) No. 76. 
Adiniralty to Foreign Office. —(Received April V7.) 


Com 
His Ma 
was then leaving for Ja 

Tt will not be po mmunicate either with the Commanderin-chiof or 
with the “Highflyer ” until their arrival at Jashk, but meanwhile my Lords would be: 
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glad to learn whether there is any objection to the “Highflyer” and “Hyacinth” being 





«i that the visit will not be of long duration, as the Commander-in- 
rain of the (th instant reported his intention of proceeding to 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) W. GRAHAM GREENE, 





No.7 


7. 





[12388] 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 17.) 
No. 85.) 
olographic,) P. 
PORSIAN Gulf quarantine. 
Your telegram No. 
We may short 
man, who is friendly, is ret 


Tehran, Aprit 17, 1907. 












President of the Sanitary Council. ‘The present 


ers lus been frankly shown by the Russian Consul 

Js have adopted the same attitude, 
spondence with the Government of Tndia and the ry Council 
proving our sanitary servic, a course which I recommend, (See my 
patch No. 1, Commercial.) [would further recommend that a communication be 
ilo, 10 the Russian Government to th y's Government expect 
that, in viow of the impossibility of see the necessity 
of good administration, and the predominance of British trate and shipping, &., no 
objection to the continuance of the present system will be offered by the Russian 
Government, 





Ta 


in, e« 





here as. to, 
di 


















(12889) No. 78. 


Sir @, Sprin 





Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Aprit 17.) 









Tehran, April V7, 1907, 
raph Department's Concession, 

1 expires in 1925, ‘The Indo-European Company has 
years, and the opportunity may be favourable for 
act for a like period, Some mouey would have to be 
mnted here at present. 
ending your , T have not mentioned the matter hero, but I would 
snguest taking stops informing St, Petersburgh of our intention. 

Kirk, of tho India Office, should be eommunicatocl with, 





ronwwed ity conte 
rovewing the De 
‘expended, and anones 




















(12114) No. 79. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No, 154.) 
in, : Foreign Office, April V7, 1907. 


IT HAVE had under consideration, in consultation with the India Office, your 
Excellency’s despatch No. 141 of the 16th ultimo, on the subject of the proposed 
Anglo-Russian Convention, 

















© Nos. 28 and 67. 
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the proposed wording of Article IMT, and a different wording for Article V, and that 
the Secretary of State for India concurs in my suggestions. 
T have accordingly to request, your Excellency to submit to M. Isvolsky tho 
versions of the two Articles in question as amended by this correspondence. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "  B. GREY. 





(12115) No. 80: 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 





(No. 155.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofte, dori 17, 10 


I TRANSMIT herewith copies of correspondence with the India Ue eas ne 
Brit 


the points as to the collection of revenues pledged to Russian loans in’ the 
sphere and the omission from the proposed Convention of any mention of third Powora 
in connection with concessions in the neutral zone, numbered 1 and 2 respectively 
in your Excellency’s telegram No. 57 of the 2nd instant, as to which the Russian 
Government desire information, 

Thave to request your Excellency to address to M. Isvolsky a communication in 
the sense indicated in the inclosed correspondence. 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) B, GREY. 





(11887) p No. 81. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





(No. 61.) 

(Telegraphio.) P. 
BERSIAN Gut, 
Thave received your despatch No. 182 of the 7th April, and approve torms of 

aide-mémoire respecting protection of British intorosts. 


Foreign Office, April 18, 1907, 





(12394) No, 82. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Bir, Foreign Office, Aprit 18, 1907. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your lottor 
of the 17th instant, respecting the departure of His Majesty's ship “llighflyer” 
from Muscat for Jashik, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "FA, CAMPBELL, 





No. 83. 








Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 


4 St. Petersburgh, April 15, 1907. 
DED to AM, Isvolsky to-day the draft of the note concerning the transfor of 
the supervision over the telegraph lines in Persia between Tehran and Meshed, and 
between the latter place and Nastotabad, of which Lhad the honour to incloso a copy 


in my despatch No. 182 of the 13th March, and the terms of which you were good 





© Nos. 23 and 67. 
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@ approve in your telegram No. 48 of the 13th instant. Mf. Isvolsky read the 
pare TET Parattuae he umaatexamine: the proposal before giving a reply. He 
farther observed that he presumed that the Persian Government would have to be 
approached on tho subject; and I replied that probably this course would have to be 
adopted eventually and after we had come to an agreement on the subject, but that 
this need not delay our closing the question so far as the two Governments were 
cance mention that M, Poklewsky stated to me yesterday that he had heard one 
‘point raised in the Ministry for Foreign Affaire in connection with the question of the 
Yelograph lines, but that it had not been submitted to M. Tavolsky. ‘The point was 
that as tho terminus of the Sefstan line was in Meshed, which would be in the Russian 
zono, it might be desirable that the British supervision should only commence from 
-i-Haidari. 
Peet At PORlayAL Wal atest HgRe AL seemed to me it wonld be most 
inconvenient and undesirable that the British supervision should not extend over the 
whole line, Ido not know if M. Isvolsky will be inclined to adopt the above view, and 
‘Turbat-icHaidari is equally with Meshed within the proposed Russian zone, Should 
M, Isyoloky adopt the view which apparently is afloat in his Ministry, I would propose 
to inform him that the transfer must be complete and cover the whole line, and’ not 
De Tinted to that portion of it whieh js outst of the Russian zoue, Te is quite 
ible f y will not mention this special point to me. 
possible that M. Isvolsky will ni esi pein tome 
(Signed) ' A. NICOLSON. 





(12575) No. 84. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office — (Received April 19.) 


Admiralty, April 19, 1907. 
to your letter of the 18th instant, Tam commanded by my Lords 
he Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 
Stato for Roreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated the 18th instant from the Admiralty 
to the Commander-in-chief, East Indies, respecting His Majesty's ships at Jash, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "©. 1. THOMAS. 


Inclosure in No. $4. 


Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Sir E, Pos 


‘Polographic. Aulniralty, April 18, 1907. 

(ee Aipoal indesivablo by Sir B. Grey that both “ Highflyer” and “Hyacinth 
1d be present at the same time at Jas 

SSSI aac HM te tis ote faerie aul al jee nie tert, 

the other remaining there only so long as it is absolutely necessary for her to do so 





{12218} 


hoard Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

(No, 48, q 5 
(Malogey hic.) Py Foreign Office, April 19, 1907. 

GOVERNMENT of India haye been informed telegraphically by His Majesty's 
Consul at Scistan that Governorship of Kain hias been bouglit by Hashioat-ul-Mulk Tor 
130,000 tomans. Russian Mini id to have guaranteod purchase price. 

Can you confirm this repor f 

Government of Fuilia fear that, as until recently Governorships of Seistan and Kain 
sore combined, we may find ourselves confronted in th most important part of our 
proposed sphore in Persia by a strong hereditary Governor, whom Russian Government 
ligld under a heavy obligation, 
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(12486) No. 86. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 54.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, April 19, 1907. 
THERE is no objection on our part to proposal of Tussin Govereeat respecting 
Zil-es-Sultan, mentioned in your telegram No. 66 of yesterday. 
‘You may inform M. Isvolsky of this, 





(11859) No. 87, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 20, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 6th Febraary last, 1 am direct 
by Secretary Sir E. Groy to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Ministor at ‘Tehran, respecting tho status of Bahroin, 

Sir E, Grey proposes, should Mr, Secretary Morley see no objection, to approve 
the terms of Sir 0, Spring-Rice’s noto of tho 23rd Febsmary to the Grand Vision 

am, &, 
(Signed) F, A, CAMPBELL, 





(12815) No, 88. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(TReceived April 22.) 


(No. 231. Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, april 17, 1907. 

DURING last summer, when tho Russian Ambassador and myself wore 
supporting the representations of the Persian Ambassador with a view to tho settlo- 
ment of the Turco-Persian frontior, we were suddenly informed by Princo Riza Khan 
that the German Ambassador liad offered him his support, and that, while gratefully 
acknowledging his Excellency’s friendly offer, his Highness had pointed out that, in 
case he failed to come to an understanding with the Porte, he would, in accordance 
with the Anglo-Russian Agreement of March 1865, have to refer the points in dispute 
to the decision of the Governments of England and Russia. 

In the course of a recent conversation with the Russian Ambassador tho eonver- 
sation turned on the curious development given to the ‘Pureo-Porsian negotiations by 
the introduction of Germany on the scene, as I had left here in September and hal 
heard nothing more on the subject. I asked his Excellency if he knew why the 
German Ambassador had suddenly taken such intorest in the question and offered the 
Persian Ainbassador his good offices 

AM. Zinoview, speaking confidentially, then proceeded to {ell mo that the Persian 
Ambassador had one day received a tolegrun from his Government instructing him to 
ask for the assistance of the German Ambassador; that he had replied it was difficult 
todo so.as the British and Russian Ambassadors were the natural arbitrators; and 
that he had thereupon been told to appeal all the same for the good oflees of the 
German Ambassador, and Keep his ‘Goremnment informed of the couse ot tke 
negotiations, 

AM. Zinoview, who is on intimate terms with his Persian collea, 
say that he had subsequently learnt that the telegrams giving these 
Prince Riza Khan, though signed by tho Minister for Poreign Aduirs, wore in 
M. Naus’ private cypher, and that there was no doubt it was one of this gentleman’ 
many intrigues to gain the support of Germany. M. Naus had, as I knew, been 
a constant visitor ab the German Embassy during his stay hero;’and as he was not 
only a born intriguer, but also a man of considerable resouree, it was possible he had 
concocted some scheme with the new German Minister in Porsia, M, Stenrich, quite 
regardless of the interest of Persia, 

Indeed, hie had gathered from a sceret source that he had undertaken to settle 
the frontier question in such a favourable mmner for ‘Turkey as to justify the German 
Embassy, to whom the credit of the settlement would be given, in ‘demanding 
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recompense ftom the Sultan, which could take the shape of a coaling station or island 
on the Persian Gulf. 

His Excellency said he had reminded the Persian Ambassador of the declaration 
made by Lord Lansdowne in the House of Lords in 1903, and that he had strongly 
censured the Persian Government for giving such liberty of action in political affairs 
to an official of M. Naus’ stamp. 

His Excellency said he was not aware of any special activity by Germany at the 
present moment to obtain a port or coaling station on the Persian Gulf, but he 
thought it not unlikely that some sort of promise may have been made by the Sultan 
to give them an island or coaling station in the Gulf in connection with the Bagdad 
Railway. 

He said that if he got any further information on the subject he would not fail 
to let me know. 





Thave, &c. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 








(12974) No. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 22.) 


TIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mx, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 21st March, 
relative to tho Bakhtiari road. 


India Office, Aprit 20, 1907. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 89. 


Mr, Bill to Government of India, 





Confidential.) Bushire, February 17, 1907 

WIL reference to the inclosures to Foreign Department, dated the 10th Janua 
1907, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
‘a copy of the letter which has been received from His Majesty's Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, on 
the subject of the inspection of the Bakbtiari road. 








Tnclosure 2 in No, 89. 


Captain Lorimer to Major Coz, 


Ahwaz, February 2, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 
22nd January, 1907, inviting observations on a letter from the Persian ‘Transport 
Company dated the Oth November, 1906, received under His Majesty's Minister’s 
despatch dated the 26th December, 1906, of which you forwarded copies. I would 
beg leave to make the following remarks: 


2. 1 think it most desirable that Messrs, Lynch Brothers should take steps to 
have the road inspected by one of their own officers, and more particularly by one 
whom they consider technically qualified to do so. 

his responsibility properly tests on them and not on any Government servant, 
So far as a Government official is involved in the question of tho upkeep of the road, 
it should be in the capacity of an intermediary arbitrator. 

‘As it is I who am concerned, I am probably more anxious than any one that the 
Company should take the trouble of inspecting and reporting on the condition of its 
own road, 

‘At the same time I think Messrs, Lynch Brothers perhaps exaggerate the 
importance of technical qualifications for the inspection of a Persian caravan track. 

3. Mr, Parry knows more of the original condition of the track than any one now 
ayailable. I met Mz, Parry lately, and'we had some conversation on the subject of 
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the road. We appeared to be in agreement on general principles, and it follows that 
T would favour his being a party to any inspection. 

Tdemur, however, to the advisability of our inspecting the road in company, a8 
the Khans, who are extremely suspicious, would without doubt take for granted that 
our association would lead fo my being induced info partisanship with the ‘Trans- 
port Company. It is very desirable that the creation of such an impression should be 
avoided. 

I would therefore recommend that the inspection by the Company’s officer 
and by myself should be carried out separately, but that subsequently we should moct 
and compare the results of our investigations and the conclusions arrived at. Should 
it be impossible to do this in a personal meeting, the Company's agent might be 
instructed to draw up a Report and submit a copy to me, 1 would state how far I 
found myself in agreement with if, amd any points on which our views differed could 
be discussed separately, 

am fully alive to the inconveniences of an arrangement of this kind, but T think 
that they are nore than balanced by the advantages of not appearing hand in hand in 
the view of the Khans, 

‘4, Tam inclined to take exception to the Company's claim that they have 
a right to expect the track to be kept up in the condition in which it was originally 
handed over, 

T would judge from what I have seen that a great deal of original work on the 
road was not of a permanent or durable nature—that is, if when it was handed oyor it 
had throughout at all a good surface, ‘To keep up a good surface on steep gradients, 
Which are common, would require a large amount of work, and would, in my opinion, 
be work thrown away, 

Many of the worst parts of the road appear to owe their badness to radical defects 
in the trace, doubtless due to a want of funds in the first instance. Again, the 
Company talk of soft loam being a good surface in dry and a very bad surface in wot 
weather 

his is perfectly true, but if the 
not the Khans are responsible for tl 
likely that the road is now more det 
nnot recollect seeing any signs of any attempt hav’ 
late the loam, where it appears by binding it with paying, ti 
ling. 

However, having seen the rond in its original state, T spoak liable to 













in places lies in loam, the Company and 
i it does not seem to mo 









ime been made 
aber, brushwood,, 








correcti 

5. Fodder and supplies are a serious question, which I have not overlooked in 
previous letters on this subject. But I beliove T am correct in saying that tho 
Bakhtiari road cannot be regarded as by any means unique amon Persian routes in 
its defects in this respect. 

‘There are real difficulties, and they are not of a nature that the Khans are very 
likely to effectively overcome. 

‘At the same time I must repeat that there is not the slightest possibility of the 
Khans agrecing to hand over the management of the road to any Company having 
the remotest connection with Messrs. Lynch Brothers, or, indeed, to any commercial 
firm at all, 

Were it even possible to force them to do so, T believe that it would only result in 
a deadlock in the relations between the Company and the Khans, to resdlye which 
diplomatic pressure would be totally ineffectual, 

6, Three years liaving elapsed since the bridges were last inspected, the Company 
have, T think, a just claim to insist on sending some one this year to examine and 
overhaul them. 

My opinion on the state of the bridges, and the minor work attached to them, has 
already beon expressed for what it is worth in my letter dated the 20th February, 
1006. 

‘The plates in the Godar Bridge are in one place exposed. Tf the Khans will not 

the very little trouble required to prevent this, on this single count they may 
well be called on to pay a considerable bill for having this necessary wor done 
for thom: 

7. The question of the “ Tufanchis ” (rond-guards) and their eontrol is one whieh 
the more one knows of the Bakhtiaris, both the Khans and their subjects, and the 
nature of Bakhtiari administration, will inspire the more dospai 

T should recommend that every attempt be made to authenticate and report 
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as many veritable cases of blackmail as possible. If these were communicated to 
me T would as T saw expedient press them on the Khans’ notice, and sheer weariness 
might stimulate them to do what they can, That proper pa if disbursed by 
the Klang, would ever reach the men concerned is, under the conditions of the country, 
inconecivable, 

T would note tiat on my journey down in November the “ Tufanchis” were less 
in evidenee and less truculent than at the time of my journey up, and I do not 
recollect of hearing of any complaints against them. If the evil of blackmail can be 
Kept within moderate bounds, this road will not bo handicapped, I believe, in regard 
to other roads in Persia. ie 

Our best policy in dealing with the Bakhtiaris lies, I am convineed, in estimating 
what ar fhe maximum demands which there is a tolerable hope of being able to 
have satisfied, and in working persistently to secure them. Counsols of perfections are 
futile, 





[12969] No. 90. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office-—(Received April 22.) 


Bir, Admiralty, April 20, 1907. 
WITH roference to your letter of the 18th instant, Tam commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralt you, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, hief, Bast Indies, has reported that 
ho loft Jask in. His Majesty Hyacinth” without anchoring, and that His 
Majesty's ship “Highflyer”” lias been ordered to proceed to Bombay. 
‘The Cou Pins ist Indies, has, however, suggested that the sub 
ips (Ils Majesty's ships “Sphinx,” and “Redbreast”) should conti 
to.visit Porsinn ports asx co with the Admiralty agre 
swith the India Office) 
‘Thoir Lordships consider it desirable that these usual visits should contin. 
if Sir Ndward (roy sees no objection they propose to inform the Commander-in-chiof 
accordingly, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) ©. T. THOMAS, 





(12194) No, 91. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir H, Howard, 
No, 31.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Aprit 22, 1907, 

[TRANSMIT herewith w copy of despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Teliran,® 
rulative to the reported formation of « Company with a capital of 10,0001, to tude 
from Aliya undor the name of * Por Meulon and Gratama.” 

Tayo to request you to furnish me with any information which you ean obtain 
448 to the composition, scope, and objects of the Company. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





(18251) No. 2. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received Aprit 24,) 
(No. 90.) 


(Polewraphic.) P. Tehran, Aprit 24, 1907. 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia and National Bank, 


Thave received a promise from the Minister of Foreign Affairs that he will send 
io a written note promising, on the authority of the Shak, that no preference in the 
matter of the importation of silyer for coinage will he granted to any one by the 
Persian Government. 


(118541 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No.51) 
(Telegraphic!) P. Foreiyn Office, April 24, 1907. 

FOREIGN intervention in Persia, 

Ihave received your despatch No. 56 of the 25th ultimo, I would request you to 
continue to observe an attitude of the most strict neutrality, earefully avoiding all action 
which the popular party might view as evidence of a hostile bearing towards them, or 
of any intention on the part of His Majesty's Government to join with tho Russians 
in taking action against them. 

Hitherto this attitude has been accepted in principle by Russian Government, who 
haye slso adhered in practice to it, Our position towards them would have to, be 
reconsidered if they changed their attitude, but at present there is no reason why such 
an emergency need be feared, and in any easo our action would be confined to: taking 
such steps as we must be able to take if an outbreak in Persia itself against foreigners 
foreal such action upon His Majesty's Government. 

‘The question of any joint action being taken to combat tho spread of Liberal 
principles in Asia has never been entertained by us, 





(11857) No. 94. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©, Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, April 25, 1907. 
LHAVE received your despateh No, 59.of the 27th ultimo, reporting the circum 
stances undor which his Highness the Zil-esSultan was obliged to resign tho 

Governorshi of Ispahian, 
appears to have acted with prudence in the difficult position in 
was placed, and I concur in your proposal to approve his action, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EB, GREY. 





No. 95, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spriny-Rice. 


‘oreign Office, April 25, 1907. 
co to your despatch No. 57 of the 25th ultimo, ou te subject of the 
National Bank, T haye to inforut you that on receipt of yout telegram No. 49 of 
thought desirable to discuss with Sir L, Grillin the Russia 
Minister's suggestion, that the English and Russian Banks should make the neces 
advance to the National Bank. 
He informed Sir F. Gorst that he agreed with him in thinking that for the moment 
there was nothing to be done but to watch carefully the development of eveuts in 
, With a view to protecting the Imperial Bank if some definite attack-were made 
‘Tho Bank could not advance money to the National Bank, liaving alroa 
y to the Persian Government than they are permitted by their 
Sir L. Griffin seemed disposed to favour an amalgamation of the 
three banks if it could be brought about. Sir B.Gorst told him that if the id 
commended itself to his Board, and if there were any practical stops which they 
wished to suggest to the Foreign Office to help on its realization, I would be ready to 
consider any proposals they might put forward. 
Lam, & 
(Signed) E, GREY. 


8 — eee 
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(11863) ARBEE 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
eee Foreign Office, April 95, 1907. 
TY’ 1 HAVIN received your despatch No. 55 of the 25th ultimo, on the subject of the 
areata vette tetion taken by. you a reported ta ia’ deapateh wilh al vicw to 
obtain a modification of the clause in the Bank Concession with regard to the right of 
aarti lion which yok propose (6 (ake with Fegardto the clause eéeuring to\the 
jn Bak She monopoly of pel heres abo approved. 
igned) —«E. GREY. 





(13594) No. 97. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 27.) 


Sir India Office, April 

“IN reply to Sir F, Campbell’s letter of the 19th instant as to quarant 
tents in 1 Gulf, Lam directed by Me. Secretary Morley to inclose, to be laid 
Hifore the Secretary of Stute for Foreign Affairs, copies of telegrams which have heen 
wldvesseid to the Government of [ndia asking for the necessary information as to the 
cost of the proposed reforms. 

Be Her etrnterioa welien s sonmayiataten steel sadar aed at once to 
tho Russian Government or should be postponed till after the receipt of the estimate of 
Cost, Mx, Morloy is in favour ¢ iate communication in the seuse suggested by 
lis’ Majesty's, Ministe chran i The formila 
proposed by Si a eet 
dofiuite aetion, though it practically commits uli t 
cera outa asod on the alleged! inelicieney of the existing quarantine 
survive by the introduction of any necessary improvements, 

opinion in favour of sin imme: 
t to the condition that Brit 


Tnelosure 1 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


ruphic.) DP. Tuli Ofice, March 20, 1907. 

TIN, proposily vontained in your telegram of the Gth February, sanitary stations 
inv Persian’ Gui, not clearly tnderstond. Please let -me know by telegraph, for 
Conmunication to Boreign Office, approximate estimate of cost, and which ports you 
Taiyo in, view, . Also, will increased annual maintenance charges be entailed’ by 
proposed preliminary iyeasures, and, if so, do you suggest that these should be shared 
Hetwweon Home and Indian Governments? 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


iy India Office, April 24, 1907. 
PLEASE. soo telegram, dated the 17th April, from His Mojesty’s Minister at 
‘i: Persian Gulf quarantine, % 
T should be glad tf reply to my telegram of the 20th ultimo could be expedited. 
Please let me have your views on proposals in Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 1, 
Commer 
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[12969] No. 98. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 27, 1907, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 20th instant, I am directed by Secrotary 
Sir E, Grey to state that he sees no objection to the proposal of the Lords Commis- 
sioners to inform the Commander-in-chief, East Indies, that the subsidy ships should 
continue to visit Persian ports as required. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) FA, CAMPBELL, 





(13647) No. 99. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20,), 
(No. 210.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, April 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 190 of the 10th instanf, T have tite honour 
to transmit copy of a letter which I have recoived from M. Isvolsky, relative to the 
assurances which the Russian Government are prepared to give to the Zil-es-Sultan, 
telegraphed the substance of this communication in my telegiam No, 66 of to-day's 
te, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure in No, 99. 


M, Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, Le 4 (17) avril, 1907. 

JE m'empresse de vous faire savoir, en réponse & votre lettre dau 12 (35) Mars 
dernier, que le Gouvernement Impérial ost prét A fairo en favour de Zilkes-Sultan les 
démarches qui seraient néoessaires  garantir In sécurité et les biens do Ponele du 
Schah et do sa famille, si un danger yenait les menaeer. M, de Hartwig pourrait 
étre invité A donner, aprés un échange de yues préalable avee son collogue d’ Anglo. 
terre, des assurances en. ce sens & Zil-es-Sultan, en lui déclarant, en mémo temps, que 
le Gouvernement Impérial ne peut prendre sur Iui un pareil engagement quo si le 
Prince resto fiddle Ala dynastic du Bohahret aux institutions dooce pays, ainsi que 
vous layer projeté dans votre lettre, 

Mais ice propos, je me vois obligé A prendre en considération la position erdéo 
Zil-es-Sultan par sa démission réconte du poste de Gouverneur-Général d'Isfahian, 
Test d prévoir, en effet, que des démarches possibles de la part de ce Prince tendant 
Jui faite réintégrer dans son ancien poste pourraient avoin, dans un moment aussi difficile 
gue celui que Ia Perse traverse aujount/ini, des résultats fleheux pour la tranquillité 
du pays. Je pense quill serait prudent, en conséquence, de prévenir Poncle du Schalk 
que Te Gouvernement Impérial ne peut so considérer 1ié par Vengagement, sus- 
mentionné qu’aussi longtemps qu’il s’abstiendra de toute démarche pareille, 

Si vous me faites savoir que votre Gouvernement partage ce point de vue, je ne 


juanguerai pas de munir M, do Hartwig dinstruetious dans To sens de ma prévente 
lettre. 


Veuillez, &e. 
(Signd) ISVOLSKY, 





(13654) No. 100. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Recewed April 29.) 


(No. 217.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, April 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 66 of the 18th instant, and to your tologram 
No, 54 of the 19th instant, Ihave the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter 


(i741 ci 
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which I have addressed to M, Isvolsky in regard to the protection which the Russian 
Government are prepared to afford to the Zil-es-Sultan, should his life or property and 
those of his family be endangered. 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 


PS.—Since writing the above, I have received a reply from M. Isyolsky, a copy 
of which I haye the honour to inclose, 
. AN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 100. 


Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolsky. 
Mon cher Ministre, Le7 (20) Avrit, 1907 

PAL yotre lettre du 4 (17) Avril yous avez bien youlu me faire savoir que le 
Gouvernement Impérial est prét i es démarches nécessaires, aprés un échange de 
vile prsalable en tte Muida Elartwig ot Sir C'Springe-Tetes, pour/garantin ln sécuritsict 
les biens du Zil-es-Sultan et sa famille, condition que le Prince reste fiddle i la 
dynastic lu Schah et aux institutions de_son s, Votre Excellence a en méme 
temps fait observer que lo Gouvernement Tmpés Qo la situation actuelle on 
Poise, ie peut so considérer li¢ jar V' susmentionné qu’aussi longtemps que 
le Zil-es-Sultan s'abstiendra de toute démarche pour se réintégrer dans son poste 
de Gouvernour-Géuéral d'Lefahan: 

Te wai pas manqué de transimettre A mon Gouvernement lo contenu de votre 
lotire susmentionnde, of je suis autorisé A vous déclarer que lo Gouvernement 
Britannique n'a aucune objection i ce que des instructions dans le seus indiqué par 
votre Hxcellence soient enyoyées 4 M. de Hartwig. 


1 No. 100. 
M, Isvolsky (0 Sir A, Nicolson. 


Mon chor Ambassadeur, Suint-Pétersbourg, le 10 (23) ctoril, 1907. 

]EN yous remereiant sincéroment de la communication coutenue dans votre Lette 
iu 7 (20) Avril eottrant, au siyje mprosse de vous faire savoi 
(que les instructions dans le sons Cony vi ‘lies 
Hartwig. Jespdre que Sir Cecil 
Ministre de Russie est chargé de fa 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY 





(13655) No. 101 


Sir A, Nieolion (0 Sir Edwiril Grey.—(Received April 20.) 


No, 218.) 


St. Petersburgh, April 22, 1907. 
D today to M. Isvolsky the émoire concerning the measures 
inieut would be prepared to take for tho protection of the 
interosts au ives of British subjects iu the south of Persia in case of emergency, aul 
of which L submitted a copy: to you in my despateh No, 182 of the 7th instant 
y road the aide-nénoire, and, as he made no observations, I did not eousider 
necossitry to volunteer any remarks as to the details of the ter of the protection 
Which might haya to be aeconted, or as to the circumstances in whieh it suight | 
considered necossary to occupy custom-houses. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 





rel 


[13657] No. 102. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 29.) 
(No. 220.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, April 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatches Nos. 154 and 165 of tho 17h instant, T have 
the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-ménoire which I communicated to 
M. Isvolsky this afternoon in reply to the pro-memorid of the Russian Government of 
the 2nd instant, respecting certain points in the draft Convention concerning Persia, 

T explained to his Excellency that I had drawn up Articles 111, IV, and V for 
the sake of convenience, and that it seemed to me that we were now practically very 
near the termination of the Convention respecting Persia. His Excellency agrocd 
with me, and said that he must. study the paper which T had left with him before 
giving a reply; and there was still the question of the two telegraph lines, T observed 
Fiat 1 had submitted a draft Declaration on that subject to him, and was awaiting his 
roply. He said that there were one or two points connected with that question whieh 
he would probably have to mention to me, but that he did not desire to enter upon it 
‘at this moment. 

T said that he would observe in the d whieh T now communteated no 
rnention was made of “zones”? or * sphe it was desirable to avoid employing 
iMiose terms which might give rise to misapprehension, 

His Excellency appeared fo agree with this view. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘\. NICOLSON, 


Tnclosure in No. 102. 


% Aide-mémoire” communicated April 9 (22), 1907. 


HIS Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to receive the pro-mewaiid of the Imperia! 
Russian Government, dated the 20th March (2nd April), 1907, in reply, to the aide 
inémoire, which was communicated by His Majesty's, Embassy on the 26th, Hebruary 
(10th March), ‘Whe Tmperial Government points out in, its above-mentioned pro- 
memorid that the right of control over the Persian in caso of non-payment: of 
the coupons, has been celled to the Russian Government, by virtue of 1 contraot 
concluded with the Persian Government (hierofore it is necessary to decide 
whether that right could bi h and wheth Porsinn Govern- 
ent would be justified im. protesting against such a transuction, His Majesty's 
mbassy would heg leave to point out that the party to whom the collection of the 
reventies was intrusted would merely be the Agent of the other, and 
‘ould therefore not appear that the Persian Government would have any right to 
object to such a proceeding. 
‘he Imperial Government also desired to be informed as to what rights: His 
Majesty’s Government possess of taking action in the event of the non-payment of tho 
terest on British loans; and, consequently, what would bo the responsibility inewrred 
hy the Russian Government should this contingency arise. His Majesty’s Embassy 
Jeavo to observe that the loan contracts concluded by the Imperial Bank of Persin 
with the Persian Government do not expressly pr for such a case, but the right 
of control in the event of non-payment may be heli to follow inherently from the 
hypothecation of the revenues. 
Whe pro-memorid of the 20th March (2nd April) further remarked that it would be 
desirable to omit all mention of “third parties” ia regard to Concessions in tho 
rtjesty"s Embassy is siuthorized (o agree with t 
also to reciprocally not to oppose, without aw provious understand 
Russian Government, the grant of Concessions to Russian subjects in those 


y's Embassy would, therefore, suzgest the following Articles connected. 
with the above subjects, and which would be numbered Articles LI, LV, and V of the 
proposed draft Convention, Articles I and IL refer to the respective spheres, and on 
These an accord has already been reached, provided that the Russian Government 
consent to the rectification of the line of the Russian spliere of influence as requested 
by His Majesty’s Government, viz, that it should terminate at Zulficar and not at a 
point near Kuhsan. 






















































“ARTICLE IIL. 


“ Russia, on her part, further engages not to oppose, without previous arrangement 
with Great Britain, any grant of Concessions to British subjects in the regions of 
Persia, outside of the lines mentioned in Articles Tand If, Great Britain undertakes 
similar engagement as regards the grant of Concessions to Russian subjects in the 
sume regions of Pe 
© All existing Concossions within the lines mentioned in Articles T and II are 





“ARTICLE Ty. 








__ ‘It iy understood that the revenues of all the Persian customs, with the exception 
of those of Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, guarantecing the repayment and the 
interests of the loans concluded in Russia by the Government of the Shah, shall be 
dovoted to the same purpose as in the past. 
Tt is equally understood that the revenues of the Persian customs of Farsistan 
and of the Persian Gulf, as well as those of the Caspian Fisheries and of Posts and 
‘Tolographs, shall be devoted as in the past to the services of loans concluded by thie 
Government of the Shah with the Imperial Bank of Persia, : 





















“ARTICLE V. 


‘Tn ease of the non-payment of the interest on loans contracted by the Goveru- 
mont of the Shah in Russia, Great Britain would be prepared to tindertake the 
collection and the remission to the Russian Government of the due proportion of the 
customs receipts or other revenues pledged to the service of such loans in the regions 
within the lines mentioned le TI, 

“In similar cireumst ia would be prepared to undertake the collection 
‘anil ” s Britamie Majesty's Government of the due proportion of the 
customs receipts or otlier revenues pledged to the service of the loins contracted by 
the Gor ent of the Shah with the fmperial Bank of Persia in the regions within 
iv Tines mentioned in Axticle 1.” B 





















Art 

















(13667) No. 103. 


Sir A. Nicolvon lo Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reccived April 





) 


St. Petersburgh, April 25, 1907. 

mm interesting report by Colonel the 

ary Attaché to this Embassy, of au audience which he had 
peror. The observations of His Majesty in regard to 

at the present time, 








1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith 
Honourable 1H. 
toxlay of His 
Afghaniat 






T have, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


Thelosure in No, 103, 





Lieutenant-Colonel Napier to Sir A, Nicolson. 


(No. 15. Confidential.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, April 25, 
a : . Petersburgh, April 25, 190) 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that T was received in audience 
by the Emperor to-day on the oceasion of relinquishing, my post as Military Attaché. 


Owing to the advent of Russian Easter, this took place earlier than would otherwise 
have been the 
































































73 


His Majesty received me graciously, and asked me about my previous services, 
On hearing that Thad been in Persia as Military Attaché, the Emperor tumed the 
conversation on to that subject, and on to the personality of the Shah and of the 
Atabeg; he had not met ihe former, but the latter he knew and appreciated. He 
knew the people had endeavoured to stop his landing at Resht, but that had beon satis- 
factorily disposed of, and the Atabeg would, he hoped, prove tho strong man that 
the country needed. ‘I took occasion to observe that it was very fortunate that Russia 
and England were now of one mind as regards Persian affairs, and that there had been 
a great deal of waste of energy in opposing each other on all points. His Majesty 
thoroughly agreed, and declared that he was very pleased to hear from M, Isvolsky of 
the favourable course of negotiations, and evidently considered that matters were 
settled as regards Persia, Referring to Afghanistan, His Majesty said that he was in 
favour of maintaining Afghanistan as a buffer State, but that there were some arrange- 
ments necessary in order fo enable the neighbouring people to live in amity with each 
other. I prestimed that His Majesty referred to arrangements for settling local frontier 
matters direct, to which he agreed, and added that also in matters of trade it was 
Impossible in'these daye to build’ up a Chineso wall against. one's neighbours, “1 
ventured to say that our negotiations were « little complicated in view of the fact of 
the independence of the Ameer in relation to his own intemal affairs, and that the 
policy of his late father liad been to keep himself as free as possible from all such 
Instruments of civilization as trade relations and ways of communication, such as 
railways, in order to preserve his independence, His Majesty remarked that he 
understood this, but of course there was no intention of aiming at the Ameer's 
independence. 

Referring again to the subject of the good-will that was now being displayed 
Detween the two nations, His Majesty remarked that he thought it would tako somo 
time before the respective minor officials and agents of the two countries would work 
together, perhaps one year, but that onco the Heads of Governments were agreed the 
others would soon come into line—in fact, there was nothing elso for them to do. His 
Majesty, then referred to the evil effect of the press: “When one reads the same 
es day after day one's own ideas insensibly take the colour of what ono reads, 
and the control of these irresponsible people who compose the newspapers is one of the 
most difficult questions of the present time.” 

His Majesty appeared to be in good health and spirits, and on bidding me good 
bye graciously expressed the hope that we might moet again, 

Thave, &c, 
(Signed) H, D, NAPIDR, Lieutenant-Cotonel, 
Military Attaché. 































(13677) No, 104. 
Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edvard Gray.—(Received April 29.) 


Berlin, April 25, 
dard” with re 


1907. 
ard to 


























ian National Bank, 
without foundation, it is quite true, though 

ais it has a porfect right to 
resentative of the German Orient 
any but as he has not yet reached 
Between the bank and Persian 


German Minister ‘ehran and the 1 
of the “Standard” is therefore on 
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financial circles, 





T have, &e. 


(Signed) FRANK ©. LASCELLES. 
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113880) No. 104°. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 29.) 
(No, 97. : . 
(elogeephio)  P, Tehran, April 29, 1907 
ISXTENSION of telegraph line from Seistan to Kub-Malik-Siah. 
Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department has been asked by Persian Minister of 
‘Tolegraphs to assist in furnishing material for construction of line, which is to be built 
by Persian Administratio 
Thave informed Russian Minister of this request. 





(13684) ‘No, 105. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 55.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
NATIONAL Bank of Porsia : 
Tn reply to your telegram No, 94 of the ‘ad not received your telegram 
No, 91 when we gave the following answer 


Foreign Office, April 29, 1907. 


“ Reports as to German assista tablishmnent of a National Bank have 
reached Iis Majesty's Minister at Tehran; but they have so far not been coniirmen. 





(13936) No, 106. 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office-—(Recetved April 30.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, April 29, 1907. 
1 AM directed, by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to 
acknowledge the receipt of Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the Sth instant, inclosing a copy of 
Tettor from the India Ollice of the 26th wltimo, in regard to Consular expenditure 
in Por 
With regard to the proposed appointment of a Committee to consider the best 
wnothod of adjusting in future years the eltims between the Imperial and Indian 
Governments in respect of the establishments in Porsia and ‘Turkish Arabia, 
Hy the payment of a fixed sum to be agreed to for a term of years, or otherwise, Tam 
1 say that, in present Lords see no reason why existing. arra 
ments should be disturbed, 
the suggestion 
Tam, 
(Signed) G.-H. MURRAY, 





{13880} No. 107. 


Foreign Office to Indin Office. 
(Contidential,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 1, 1907. 

LAM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to transmit herewith, to be laid before 
Mr. Scoretary Morley, copy of a telegram from His Majosty’s Minister at Tehran,® 
On the subject of the’Seistay Kuli Malik Sigh telegraph lin 

Sir BE. Grey would be glad to be furnished with Mr. Morley’s views as to whether 
it would be advisable to comply with the request of the Persian Goverament for 
asstaney in providing material, or llether ow that Russian opposition is no longer 
to be anticipated, an attempt should first be made to induce the Persian Government 
fo inttust the construction of the line, if not also its control, to the Goyerument 
of India 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. CAMPBELL. 





15 
(14252) No. 108. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received'May 2.) 


Sir, India Office, May 1, 1907. 

T AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of Sir P. 
Campbell's letter dated the 25th ultimo, forwarding copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh respecting the proposed transfer of the control 
over the Meshed~Tehran and Meshed-Seistan telegraph lines, 

In reply I am to inform you that Mr. Morley concurs in Sir y's proposal to 
approve Sir A. Nicolson’s language to M. Isvolsky with regard to the question of 
approaching the Persian Government in the matter, as also the langnage which he 

roposes to use should M. Isvolsky raise the point mentioned by M. Poklewsky as to 
British supervision being restricted to the portion of the Meshed-Seistan line withi 
the British sphere. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) A, GOD 


(14254) No. 109, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 2.) 
(No. 104.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 2, 1907. 

ORIENTAL Secretary was to-day informed by Amin-os-Sultan that he had 
accepted post of Minister of the Interior and President of the Council, on the condition 
that the Shah agreed to co-operate with the Assombly, Ho stated that Ministers had 
been maile to swear allegiance to His Majesty and the Assembly, and that: he himself 
would proceed to the House on the 4th instant and make a statement as to his policy, 
whose basis he declared, cordial co-operation between the Sovereign and his 
subjec 





(13694) No. 110. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May %, 1907. 
letter of the 26th ultimo respec canting arrangements in the 
you state that Mr. Secretary Morley is in fayour of an immediate cone 
tion beg made to the Russian Government in tho sense suggested by Mis 
"s Minister at Tobran, Int only subject to the condition that British rovenues 
will bear half the cost of any necessary improvements 
As the expenses of the quai have hitherto been defrayed by the Government 
of India, this proposal will require the careful consideration of this Department and 
the sanction of the ‘Treasury, for which it will be impossible to apply until the 
estimated cost is known, 
Sccretary Sir B, Grey proposes therefore to await the receipt of the estimates 
before taking any further steps in the matter. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) P, A, CAMPBELL, 





(14470) No. 11, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 4.) 


__ THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compli 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, by direction of Mb 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 30th April, relative to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk and the Governor 
ship of Kain, 

India Office, May 3, 1907. 


ments to the Undi 
exetary Mork 
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Inclosure in No. 111. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.)_P. India Office, April 30, 1907. 

GOVERNORSHIP of Kain. Your telegram of 15th instant. Tn view of statement 
contained in telegram of 27th instant from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, instruc- 
tions have been sent to Sir A. Nicolson that it will suffice if matter is mentioned to 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs with indication of undesirability of such incidents. 
Sir B. Grey has brought to notice of Russian Ambassador facts relating to Hashmat- 
ul-Mulk’s offer. 





(14546) No, 112. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 
(No. 107.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 4, 1907. 
AML SULTAN went to Assembly to-day and made statement of policy, as 
mentioned in my telegram No. 104 of the 2nd instant. 


SSS 


(14743) No. 113. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 6.) 


Sir, India Office, May 4, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter of the Ist instant, forwarding copy of a telegram No, 97 
dated if ril lis M Minister at Tehran as to the Seistan—Koh- 
Malik S i " » Pers graph Department propose to construct, 
i inclose, to be laid before the Secretary of 
dun by the Director-in-Chief of the Indo- 


m, 


&e. 
A, GODLEY. 


Tan 
(Signed) 


eee 


Inclosure in No. 113. 
Memorandum by the Director-in-Chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. 


IT appears the Persian Telegraph Department 3 to construct the line from 
the Indian frontier at Robat up to bad, d hy ked the British 
‘Pelegraph Department. in Persia for ance in providing material. ‘There is no 
telograph material ayailable for the work i ia, and as it must therefore be sent out 
from home there would be much delay about getting it to Robat. But the Government 
of India have in s Rob the material needed to construct this line, and it 
woulil be ad: is ial should be used. 

sady objected to the use in Persia of telegraph 
s, so that the pattern of the material at 


Robat will prob: 
Ana 


ipa useles: 
ean also be a 
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[14946] No. 113". 


Sir C. Spring-Rive to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received May 7.) 

(Aeiographic. ) Bs Tehran, May 7, 1907. 
THAD audieues of Shah today to presnt letters of credence and was afterwards 
received by the Valiahd, His Majesty showed great cordiality. [told him how glad 
You wore to observe present concord between him and his subjects. His Majesty 
Teplied that he felt sure that this was the best policy for both. ‘The country was, how- 
over, in a somowhat disturbed state at proseut. T ussnred His Majesty that His 
Majesty's Government had the welfare of Po: heart, and would do their utmost 
to further it, His Majesty expressed his gratitude for the recent proof of our friendly 

dispositions towards him (in postponing demand for payment of interest on our loan). 





fr) 


7 


probable, however, that the Persian Government will want the terminus of the line on 
the Persian side of the frontier at Robat, and to be connected with their office there on 


the Central Persia line. 
Dee eae Gigned) ‘HL A, KIRK. 
May 2, 1907. 





(15014; No. 114. 


The Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office. — 
(Received May 8.) 


3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, 
, London, May 6, 1907, 

WITH! reference to your letters of the 27th February and the 36th March last 
on the subject of the Mouin-el-T, Board uote with satisfaction that 
instructions have been sent by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to the Consular 
officials on the Karun to use their best endeavours to securd perfectly. oven. treat- 
went for the steamers under our control and the steamer and barges of tho 
Mouin-el-Tejar, 

With regard to the Memorandum from Abbas Kuli Khan, mentioned in your 
despatch of the 26th March and inclosed therein, my Directors’ are not aware what 
ation on their part. the word “complaints,” used in the despatch, refers to. In our 
despatch of the 2th October, tho substance of which yon infaras us was conraunteuted 


Sir, 


to the Monin by direction of Sir C. Spring-Itice, we addressed ourselves ueroly 0.0 
statement made by the Monin and trmsinitted by you to the effect that ho had. “in 
vain endeavoured to come to terms” with us. ‘This was a complaint on his part, 
and our despatch was in answer to such complaint; but we made no complaint, - My 
Directors are quite aware that the Mouin has all along been unable to come to terms 
With us, owing to tho opposition on the part of the Persian Government, My Board 


would feel obliged if, under’ th cumstances, His Majesty's Minister woulil eauso 

the Monin to be informed of the misunderstanding which has evidently arigon in the 

communication to him of the substance of our despatch to the Foreign Ollie. Our 

is to be on good terms with the Mouin, and we are sorry that a misunderstanding 
nature has occurred, 

ly. Directors would also be grateful if, with reference to tho Memorandum of 

Mouin dated the 7th February, that gentleman might bo informed that ho is quite 

taken in supposing that we have ever claimed vigation of 

arun oF that w 
aud no favour, 

if nt of the Karun enter a 

Memoranduan infers that, he 
willing to make with us in respect of the Karun navigation, the fucts aro exactly as 
stated in our despatch of the 20th October, 1908. ‘I'he Mouin, definitely rofused 
cither to sign or in any way to signify his approval of any agreoment between. the 
Company and himself, ey the condition that it should be stated expressly that 
such agreement did not come into force until the conseut of the Persian Government 

aad been obtained. 

‘The accusations said hy the Mouin to have been made by ns are not specified 
by him, and we are unable to guess to what he refers. Tt would seom that ad 
blood had been created between tho Monin and ourselves, and, if this has been tho 
case, we ean only express our rogret. 

We do not propose to comment here on the observations of the Monin in regard 
to the buildings at Naseri and tramway trausport further than. to placo on record 
that we difer from him on these matters and are prepared to state our ease when 
needed, 

Tn conclusion my Board would desire to tmuke clear their position in these 
Yurions matters. In the first place we ask for equal treatment, and wothing moro. 
Secondly, we repeat that the ratigement with us even 
of a conditional character, Thi past we have been willing and 
ven anxious to eome to terns wi Mouin, so we are equally.’ 

Fourthly, that if the Persian Government permit the Mouin to run a steamer 


Upper in opposition to their own steamer “ Shushan,” which is run entirely on 
741) 
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their account and without any profit to ourselves, we have of course no objection, but 
merely ask that the debt owed us by the Persian Government on the working of this 
steamer should be liquidated, as any prospect of wiping it off would then have 
disappeared, 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) H, W, MACLEAN, Secretary, 





(14743) No. 115, 


ates Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 8, 190 

SBISTAN-Kuhs iah telegraph. ee 

In reply to your tolegram No, 97 of the 20th ultim s no material for 
telegraph construction available in Porsia, but at Robat Government of India 
all necossary matorial in store. Tn orde of dispatching from 
and also to avoid delay it is dest fore at Robat, 

Wo hope that no opposition on the part of Russian Government need now be 
fearod, anil yon should again try to porsuade Pe ‘grant, to Indo- 
Ennupenn Telegraph Department the cousteuction and control, poiuting out increased 

'v which would be gained thereby. If possible uso should be made of material 
now at obat. 





{14248} No, 116, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No. 7.) ts 


Sir, a Foreign Office, May 8, 1907. 

1 HAVE revived your despatch No. 61 of the 27th March respecting the alleged 
Agrooment of 1822 betwoon the late Firman Firma and Captain Bruce with regard: to 
tho stati of Bahrein, 


synkrove the torms of your noto of the 25th February to the Graud Vizier on tho 
subject. 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) BE, GREY, 





[15166] No. 117. 
Inlite Office to Foreign Office —(Reevived May 9.) 


iy India Office, May 8, 1907. 

\WTWIT roferonee to Sir F. Camphell’s letter dated the 19th April, 1907, relative 
to tle question of wowing the contrets of the Indo-Furop raph Depart 
ten! in Persia, Fam dirwet Morley to forward herewith, to be laid 
Woford the Secretary uf Si r Fornign Aifirs, copy of a Memorandum on the 
subject by: the Directors Department. 

My, Morley asi Views expressed by My, Kirk, and he would 
Peps, suljeet 10 Sir E, Groy"s conenwrenee, that His Majusty’s Minister at Tehran 
shold be © With the suggestion made in His telegram a 
Vth April, to address the Persian Government ih the sense of the 7th parurraph of 
Mr. Kivh’s note, the Russian Government being informed of any action that may be 
taken in the matter, is ‘ 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 
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Tnelosure in No, 117. 
Memorandum on the Renewal of the British Telegraph Conventions with Persia, 


ON the 16th March last I wrote to the Director of Telegraphs at Tehran telling 
him that the Indo-European Telegraph Company had arranged in June 1906 with 
the Persian Goyernment that the term of its telegraph Concession, which ran to 1925, 
should be extended fora further period of twenty years up to1945, I pointed out 
that in 1591, after this Company obtained the extension of its Concession. from 1905, 
to 1925, we also went to the Persian Gevernment to have the British telegraph 
Concessions renewed for the same period, and that this was duly arranged, He was 
instructed to remind the British Minister at Tehran of what had taken plice regarding 
the renewal of the British Concessions up to 
that wliat happened on the last occasion of the renewal of the Compnny’s Concession 
might not escape attention on thi 

2. From the tel am of the 17th instant that has been received from the British 
Minister at Yeliran it would appear that the present time may prove to. be favourable 
for obtaining an extension of the British telegraph Concessions, as there would have 
tovbe.a payment to make for their renewal, and monoy is vory badly watod by tlc 
Persian Government. Tn order to obtain the renewal of these Concessions in 1892 
present of 5,000L, was made to the Shah, and a watch of the value of 500%, was given 
to the Persian Prime Minister, this expenditure being debited to the capital account 
of tle Indo-European Telegraph Department, At the same time the Persian Minister 
of Telegraphs was made a K.C.LE. for his services in the matter, 

3. In 1891 we obtained the extension from 1905 to 1925 of the two following 
Conventions :— 


dated the 2nd April, 1868, for the construction and working 
Persian frontier near Gwadur to dask, 
ie Convention of the 2nd December, 1872, for the working of the telegraph 
line from ‘Tehran to Bushire, 


Since 1891 another Telegraph Convention hias been enter into, dated the 16th 
August, 1901, for the construction and maintenance of the Central Persia line, 
practically a telegraph line from ‘Tehran to Robat on the Indian frontier, ‘This 
Convention remains in force until 1925, or for such longer period as the debt due by 
Persia for the construction of the line remains unpaid, 

4, Tt is necessary for the proper consideration of thie British position as regard: 
telegraphs in Persia to show what would happen if the extension of these three 
Conventions beyond 1925 cannot be arranged. ‘Taking first the Jask Convention of 
1868, iis non-renewal would mean tho loss to the Persian Government of an annual 
royalty of 8,000 tomans, equivalent at present to about 5001, ‘The line would be of 
no ust to the Persian Government, as it is a detached land line along the const, and is 
used as an alternative toa cable. "Ihe Persian Government may therefore be expocteil 
to extend the Concession for this line, as there is nothing to he gained by not dot 
and its non-renewal means a diroct loss of revenue, Coming to the Convention of 
1872 for the working of the Tchran-Bushire line, should fle renewal of it beyond 
1925 not be granted, the rovernment would he forced, under thelr Agreements 
With the Indo-European ‘Telegeaph Company, to hanil over this se 
the Company, and for doi v 

y kind, I is thereft nii Government to renew the 
obtain a payment for 
terest of tlie British Goverment that the Concession 
should be renewed, because the withdrawal of the British Department trom this 
section of line would mean a loss of prestige and influence ish Government. 
s,s the Company that would take over the ersin amider this 
al protection of the Russian Government, there would he an inn 

influence in a part of the country where previously British influ prev: 

The Convention of 1901 reganding the Central Persia line extends to 1925, or 
for such longer period as the Persian Government may take to pay off the debt for 
its construction. ‘This debt under the arrangement contained in the Convent 
would be paid off in thirt; nd a-quarter years from th pletion of the line, 
anil as the line will be completed this year the debt would be cleared off in 1940. It 
is laid down in the Conyention that in 1925, or later, when the debt has been paid off 
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the Convention may, if necessary, he renewed or revised. Tt would seem, therefore, 
that if the Persian Goverment did not agree to the necessity of its renewal, the 
Convention would come to an end, and the line would have to be handed over to that 
Government to be worked hy the Persian Administration, or by any one that the 
Government chose to appoint. ‘This freedom of action might possibly result in 
arrangements being made that would seriously affect British interests, ‘To explain 
how this might be done it has to be borne in mind that the Convention of 1872 
allows the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department to resume charge of the section of 
line between ‘Tehran and Khanikin, a town on the Persian frontier not far from 
Bagdad. ‘his Concession would come t» an end with the termination of the Conven- 
tion of 1872 in 1925, and it does ecome transferable to the Indo-European 
‘Volograph Company und ike the charge of the Tehran—Bushire 
Jine does. ‘his Company, recognizing the value of the Concession, has obtained a 
doe ent from the Persian Gor in whieh it is told that there is no objection 
to the Company with the British Government as to taking 
over and working this section of line, ‘he document does not appear actually to 
Hind the Persian Government: to allow the transfer of the line, if it took place, to 
remain in force for the term of the Company's Agreements—thiat is, up to 19t5—so that, 
should the British Concession for the ‘Vel i come to an end in 1925, 
the Concession for the working of th anikin section would apparently 
end at the same time, whether the British Department or the Company then possessed 
t. In this case, in’ 1925 the Porsian Government could dispose of the Tehran— 
Khanikin lind Concession in any way they chose. It is known that the German 
‘Volograph Administration hi inquiries regarding this line, It is 
possiblo that the Germans might obtain control of the line in 1025, Tt ins been 
shown that the British Concession for the Central Persia line might be terminated at 
tlio same time, so. that the ¢ oven if they had to adyance money to pay off 
debt. remaining: on I Persia Tine, might obtain for themselves’ the 
sion for working this lino also from that time, We should then have the line 
from Bagdad through ‘Tehran to the Indian frontier at Robt heing worked under 
nan control, which would be a very wndesirable state of alfairs as far as British 
vosts are coneorned. 

T have shown that it would bo to the interest of the Persian Government, for 
financial reasons, to renew the British Concessions of 1868 and 1872, and that it is 
‘ulvisable in British interests. that they should be renewed, as also. the Coneession of 
1901 for the Central Persia line, But we shall have to pay for these renewals, and 
the question is: what should be paid, In 1801 we paid 5,000, to the Shab, and gave 

pivsent of the value of 500k to the Prime Minister for the renewal of two 
Concessions. It the wrant of the renewal of these two Concessions still rests entirely 
with the Shah of wh would seom to be some doubt, since such matters may 
require tho eonserit of his Bavliament, amounts as on the last occasion might 
ho olfered for a renewal of the two Concessions, For the third Concession, re 
10 the Central Persia Tine, the Convention to pay 1 per cont-on the 
pital expended on construction of the tine subject toa minimum of 1,002, per 
anim. When the account for the construction of the line is made up, th 
1 per cont. will be more than 1,002, though how much more it is impossible to 
county are male ups For tie renewal of this Coneession we mi 
nriual paynient of 1,000/. to the Persian Government, aud pay 10,0001. 
‘at onee ay aan advance, being the equivalent of ten annual payments, The 
Detweon 1,000%, and the sun that. per 
mount twill also be paid year 
Indo-European Telegraph Com 


yernment for the same time. 
5 ed 40,0001. for the late renewal of its 

ession to 1945, but this advance has to bear interest. I have proposed an 
advance of 10,0004, but if a smaller advance should be accepted so much the 


When the question of these 
mMiglit be pointed out that, as the 
. woo 


i 
tye 


onl be ex 
Government with a royalty of 3,000 tomans, and that the non: 
Convention would mean the landing over to the hido-European Telegraph Company 
of the Tehran—Bus without payment of any kind. As to the Central Persi 
line, it could Le pointed cut that it has been constructed, as shown in the Convention 
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relating to it, for an alternative line to the Tehran-Bushire one, so that it is only 
reasonable and right that the Conventions for the two seetions should have the same 
limit of time. As to the payments or advances to be made for these renewals, it 
seems to me they will have to be arranged with reference to the authority in Porsia, 
wlio can now sanction them. If this sliould prove to be tle Shah alone, the matter 
will probably be moro easily carried out. 
(Signed) HL, A. KIRK, 
April 25, 1907. 





{15143} No. 118, 
‘The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. —(Reccived May 9.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, 
i. London, May 8, 1907, 
VE laid your letter of the 25th March, with inclosures, Weforo my Board, 
ave now the honour to submit to you the views of my Directors thereon, 


1, The proposal made by the Board was not that “Messrs, Lynch Brothers should 
manage the road,” but that its repairs and upkeep should be placed into the handy of 
the Persian Transport Company, on the Board of which His Majesty's Government ia 
directly represented, and which includes two former Military Attuehés at Tehran, both 
of them of great local experience. Messrs. Lynch aro local agents for the Company at 
Abwaz, and the disbursements, as well as the general arrangements and tho work 
involved therein, would be made and supervised by them, acting under the i 
of the Board. But it would be officials appointed by the Board who w 
work on the road, and who would come into contact with the Baklitiari Chiefs, Pho 
Boar have already in their employ one Civil Engineer (member of the Institute of 
Civil Engineers), an English gentleman, who has now gained considerable experienco 
of Persia, It is, of course, competent to it to add tothe staff, My Board see no reason 
they sould not be able to undertake the work of repairs and maintenance of the 
itiari Road in conjunction with their other roads, Tho suggestion tn the despatch 
nfriendly feeling exists between tho Khans and tlie local agents av Ahwaz, If 
such fecling be due to any fault of the local agents, and the Vieo-Consul will report 
the grounds for his suggestion, the matter will he strictly investigated by the. Board: 
The local agents report to the Board that their relations with the Khans are and have 
always been very friendly, and the fact that private orders for sparting suns, «te, 
are always being made through these agents by the Khans, as well as applications for 
loans, would seem to show that. this is the case, What the Khans object to, 18 iy 
Directors understand, is not the demeanour or the conduct of the local agents, but the 
bill for the construction of the road, which they always demurred to paying, aud the 
Pressure brought upon them to keep the road in repair, ‘The first of those “hones of 
Contention” can be re mont, on behalf of the 
British and the Indian G fling chins 
a5 compared Consul; and the 
secon hy ransport 
Company road, 
a ie of 
h is that any engineers required on the road shall bo supplied 


C 0 ment that the Khans object to foreign influence iu their 

ry is most misleading in the unqualified form in which he mitkes it, Some of the 

iefs may object to the road assuch, on the ground that it introduces foreign inflnonce, 

Ml recosize that, if they are to have @ road with its revenues, the presenco of a 

forvigu interest in th stfeguands tien from confiscation amd exactions on 

the part of the Persian Goverument of a nature to ruin the enterprise, ‘They wore 

quite frank about this when Mr. Lynch opened the negotiations w in their 

Own homes, which resulted in the building of the road. ‘The following figures show 
(a741) 
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the benefit derived from this road (a) by the Chiefs, and (6) by British and Indian 
trade :— 


(a) Revenues paid to the Chiefy :— 


1900 

aor 

1902 (aot ascertained) 
1408. : 
104 ‘ 
1005 

1000 

1407 


(the rate of exchange has been reckoned at 55 key 


(b.) Trade over the road up and damn — 





Number | Number | Weight in 


Year, of Animals. |of Packages.) owt, 





2,039 
10,980 


191907 25,028 





3, Captain’ Lorimer suguests that Messrs. Eynch should be askel to contribute 
tho Working of the road by the Thdiau Government, Messrs, Lynch a 

the iitorests allied to diem), the only parties who stand to lose over the enterpr 
The followings tigures show! the losses of the River Company in keoping the Kar 
open dithout whieh Que road would he impossible, as certified by aud 

by Govern 


‘Net Lower to the Company. 





1 
1 1880 (0 1001 
wor 1902 
1008 
1004 
1905, 
1008 


23185 16 2 
“san a 





4 ds the rod itself, the actual sun recoverable from the hans for 
dishnrsements ont of pocket on 601 wrnients soade by the Kh 
‘acconnt, anit with interest on arrears, amonnt of this year ta 10,1 
‘Dhis dows viol iuelude repairs done trom tinne to tine, Agednst thes 
withont a shilling of profit or charge for management or 
awhitever to set on the othor side as havin 
excess of receipts over exponditure in forwanling goods pee 
involves the leaving of thousands of pouinds atone thie in the land of mauleteers and 
mnolivors, Under these circumstances, Messrs. Lynch and allied interests may 
Yeasonably expect some future returus from their cuterprise, rather than further 
sacrifices, 
4, My Board do not consider that the substitution of Vi 
Superintendent and. the necessary staff, for them: 
izations with which they aot in eoncert, wold necessarily improve the situation 
way, while it would certainly cost more. Should, how r, the Government of 
desire themselves to take over this Company's interest in the road, my Directors 


all p s hetwveen 
the Chiefs and the Company, to be etetonuttia 
future upkeep of the road, o srooment, but 
plac ‘Phe proper moment for sucha 
settlement and now arrangement would have to he watched, and in a sonse. prepares) 
for. ‘The questions. of caravanserais and of supplies could he dealt with wither at the 
same time or subsequent 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H. W, MAGLBAN, Sroretary, 





[15195] No, 118", 


ir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received May 9.) 
(No. 111.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
SEISTAN-Kuk Malek Siah telegraph line 
You am No. 57 of the Sth May. agement for construction and conty 1 
hy Indo-Furopean Polegraph Department would be diffcul y of existing teclin 
n Concessions, No revenue, moreover, would be yielded, as mess 
le Porsia bring no profit to Departinent, 
Following would, T think, be est course — 


Tehran, May 9, 1907. 


Wooden poles would cost Persian Government about 8,000 tomans, and material 


now stored at Robat is worth abont double thisswn with . Department might 
to Persian inquiry that they would give their iron posts ab the samo pr 
ones, and offer at the same time to lend experts to assist in construction, 
ilt, could’ be maintained at small cost by Department, who lave 
° of their men working on the spot. 





(15429) No. 119, 


Sir C. Sprig-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 19.) 
(No. 69.) 
Sir, Tehran, Apri 11, 1907, 

IT HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt on the 7th instant’ of eopy 
of a draft Convention relative fo Persin, communicated by M. Tsyalsky on. the 
20th February. 

It is el 
this proposed 
to bem 


whieh T reside and where the 
Tassume that the ato effect and thal 
is debarred from. % " ist-line outside. the 
M re an also that British, 
Coneessious Tying within tle Russia maintained, Some’ of the 
Concessions, ais the D'Arey Oil Concession, the Khanikin. tele 
Sultanabad—Dizful road, are not yet exploited, either whol 
that British intorests int 
lear 


held 
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Department's Concession expires in 1925, and should he renewed like that of the 


import of silver for 
«which would render 


In view of the 

and her Belgian agents towarts the British quarantine 

‘would be a wise precaution to secure her formal adhesion to a continuance 
it Arrangement. 

With regard to the olfect on popular opinion here of the publication of such an 
Agrement as the present Convention, there cannot I think be any_ reasonable 
loubl, twill simply be rogarded as a ‘reaty for the partition of Persia. Tt will 
Ye observer! that there is no formal and definite pledge as to the integrity and 
independence of Persia, but merely a reference in the preamble to the existing 
engagements, which are, as is known, of an informal nature. It was lioped that any 
Agreement between Russia and England would contain a formal engagement to 
tnaintain these principles, and the resulting disappointment will be considerable. It 
Will also ie observed that the two Governments are animated by the desire “to 
maintain oner througliont Persia, ani to/establish equal advantages for trades” that 
Uney recoimnize ‘their mutual interests. in imaintaining peace and order in certain 
provinces; "and tliat each pledges itself not to seck Concessi hin a certain zone 
whieh: is reserved for the other, It will be concluded from these es thie 
two Governments arrogate to themselves the right of maintaining order in the Shali's 

i niL also of sequiring exclusive Concessions in certain provinces, which 

Sort of special preserve, z F 

In view of the strong eurront of public opinion which now prevails, and which is 
Hostile to any foreign Concession, or any species of foreign control, the publication of 
4) Agreoment of such a nature as this, and couched in such te mnnot fail to 


produce a very strong impression, Any forcign country, not directly concerned in thie 
Vnglo-Russian Agreomont, would undoubtedly be able to reap considerable advantage 
from tho odium which would certainly acerue to the Contracting Parties; and they 
should he prepared for stich an eventunlity. Tt will he urged by those hostile to the 
influence of Russia amd England here, of whom there are inany, that the two 

I toxother to connive at the acquisition of the’ widest possible 


ssions of whatever nature, political or comm: by England or Russia in 
Hie Targest and richest part of the Porsian Empire, mutially abandoning to one 
Anottioe the exclusive privileze of exploiting the assigned provinces, I consider it my 
tluty to point out to you what, indeed, is evident, and tas already been repeatedly 
Hough to your noties, that public opivion in Persia will be deeply’ stirred by what 
will bo regarded ition of the Empire, and a claim to exercise control over the 
ights of the State, and that a g npettis will at once be given to the 
sisting antiforcign sentiment, which has hitherto been kept in. control, 
h constantly inerea vs and T also bog to add that there is reason 
to fear that this fecting will bo all the more bitter against England in proportion to 
the hopes whielt have Deen centred in er, and the belief in her friendly sentitents and 
sympathy, wh i prevailed, especially among the popular classes, wlio 
Nave looked to the Liberal Government of Engkund to protect them against the 
chieroachments of Russian sutocraey, < 

With reward to the practical value and effect of the Agreement if concluded, I do 

Hiot Heliove it will cither accelerate or retard the advance of Russia in this 
{t is interesting, however, as giving an indication to what are Russia's designs, 
Huunely, to construct a line towards Herat by the route surveyed by M. Lessar on 
the left bank of the Heri Rud to Kulsan, to: commence. the li along the 
‘ayy alignment towards the Gulf of Omen already surveyed, vii Kastan and Yeu, 
‘vl ct the conneeting line between the Caucasian system and the Bagdad 
iIway, vid Tabreez, Hamadan, and Khanikin, whieh is no doubt already agree on 
Germany. By the time these lines ate finished the position of Russia will be 
the Convention has still some time to run, it will be a case 
for the application of Count Lamsdorft’s doctrine that “hen circumstances are no 
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longer the same, former Agreements cannot be considered as binding.” It will, 
however, bea matter of some difficulty for Russia to carry out this programme under 
her own authority. To judge by present appearances, the Persian Government will 
resolutely refuse to grant any Concessions whatever to foreigners, ‘The Asombly will 
attemptto develop the resources of the country by assigning Concessions to native 
Companies, which no doubt will seek foreign help, but will naturally be averse to 
applying directly either to Russia or Great Britain. But the alignment to. be 
followed by railways or roads will probably be decided by the Power which possesses 

trol over the seat of the Government, ‘There is’ no doubt which Power it ie, 
Russia has given us a seat on the saddle, but she sits in front and holds the bridle, 
You emphasize this point of view when you express the desire to noutralize tho seat 
of Government. But I venture to point out that this can only. bo attempted by a 
series of provisions forbidding Russia to advance money to tho Government, or 
increase her guands, or organize the army under Russian officers, or resort. to. ‘the 
innumerable means of influence, direct and indirect, of which she at present. disposes. 
And T venture to add that, even if Russia consented to the insertion of such provisions 
in the Convention, they would be useless, Nothing could be more abumlant and 
precise than the series of seltstensing provisions of this nature contained in the Corean 
Agreements between Japan and Russia of 1896 and 1898, But these did not provent 
the Russian officials on the spot from resorting to naval demonstrations, acquiring 
control of the Corean Government by flattery and menneo, from attacking the 
Japanese bank-note monopoly, or from attempting to obtain. possession of ‘strategical 
Positions and of the control of the coinage, mining rights, and gonoral financial 
administration of the country. 

I Yenture to express the opinion that no pledge of this character would be of 
much value, and that nothing will prevent Russia from obtaining complete control 
over the Persian Government except the’ resistance of Persia herself, aud hor own 
reluctance to overcome that resistance by force. Tt appears ovident that the Persie 
People will resist, nor will their resistance be diminished by tho fact that England 
Will be held to have abandoned their causo, But we cannot expect. that their 
resistance will be in the interests of Great Britain; and wo eannot hope to obtain. 
very favourable hearing to our own demands, I eannot but regard the situation of 
British interests in North Persia, and indeed over the whole Empire, as likely 
to be precarious after the conclusion of the Agreement; and 1 trust that. theiy 
owners will he warned to look for protection not to Tehran but to St, Potorsbungh, 

Although in a sense the Convention only recognizes what already exists, and 
what we cannot prevent, namely, the immense preponderance of Russia’ in Northern 
Persia and in the capital, its publication will, I think, produce a considerable ollvet 
on the general situation. It will imply the definite withdrawal of England from. the 
diplomatic struggle at Tehran on which the Persians have so long relied. as tho sale. 

tard of their independence, And it will no doubt cause a feoling of fear and 
indignation, wi il very probably take the form of an appeal to other countries 
for assistance, not probable that assistance will be granted in any. practical 
form. ‘The only hope for Persian independence lies not in foreign help, or “waties or 
Conventions, but in the Persian people themselves, and in their newlycacquited sense 
‘nd patriotism, and perhaps in the solidarity of all Mussulmans, {lis 
y's Government can hardly desire to place themselves in public opposition to 
such a sentiment. But from what I hear I have good reason to believe that, the 
Agreement between England and Russia will be classed with that betveen England 
Gnd France as an anticMussulman combine, and that an appeal will be made to 
Mahommedan feeling all over the world, 

1 venture therefore to suggest that, simultaneously with the publication of the 
Axreoment, such explanations will be publicly made as will show clearly what is the 
real object of the Agreement, and that it was never intended in any ‘way to. lead 
to the partition of the Persian Empire, or the spoliation and enslavement of the 
Persian people, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





a7) 
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£15430) No. 120, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 18.) 
(No. 70,) 
Sir, Tehran, April 15, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 42 of the 
20th ultimo informing me of the advice given to various missionary bodies to abstain 
from proselytism in Persia, I have the honour to express my thanks for the action 
which you have taken in this matte 

Bi uart is at the present moment staying with me, and T have taken the 

ity of speaking to his Lordship on tho subject of the vonditions under which 
work is nt: present carried on in Ispalian. 

1 pointed out to him that the departure of the Zil-es-Sultan had made a wveat 
difference in those coniitions ; that the government of the tows was |; in the 
hands of the fanatical Mullahs, who bad re ently scored a consilerable 

motent an explosion might take place, Tt was therefore 

ible that the missionaries should themselves open to the charze 

zing, whieh was, of course, contrary to one of the first prinetples of Mal 
meday Inw. langerous was the reading of Christian 
prayers as p schools, or allowing the presence of male 

hers in th U pointed out to hin that the hest hope of secur 

Prutoction for tha vchools was to appeal to the mone onlighitened Mujteeds he 
that, in ordor fo he able to do this with sutecess, T must be position to assure them 
that the schools wore conducted, liko the Am n high schools, on purely undenomi- 
national prineiples, 

Nishop Start 
exp 


; y had founded ah 
purpose af prosulytizing among Mussutinins 

Miele hoepitnls, said the disponsaries, Mat 
peritions from the A to tho Mussulman quartey 
Vorsin On the othicr Nand, Ne was aware that 
Mawcrbninn tiny, anid that convorsion to. the: Christian 
Me Movetgn Offiew Nad, We Know, informed. hi 
Goverment hiv Kooi it 


thaw his opposition to any 
1 prs 


ried him as to the importance 

milict hotwren tlie local law and his 

Mall that he could promiss was that he would do his best to 
wiring, and not to excite more hostility tian was megossa 


Fobservid that Thad a great admiration for his des 
for the comrige with whieh is proselytes faced the 
danisor whieh T hoped would not exterid to the proselytize 
point of yiow of world 
levetion to hi 


'Y more with the purpose of gi 
tions thin of Winning the martyrs crown, 
Government ad stated their tiem int 
for the p n of Hritish coninuniti 
ing so, it was. only prudent to aet with cirouinsp 
at the Bishop will act with eaution, * wutilye ty 
present storm I sell, and the fit occasion for renewing 
wutious essive work will return, will observe, however, that the situati 
Oi cult one; for Fis Majesty 
whieh, hing boon founited a for th Persian subjects 
ak the law of P ommit a erime punishable by Persian law with death, 
4 out this object uniter the eover of schools, hospi 1 dispensaries, to 
i subjects are invited, and resort in ¢ 
ail anid bodily advantages which’ are proffered, 
ix on with sho other object than prosely would, as they 
state themselyes (see their aie of the Ist Ma 1894), huye not established the 
ns at all except for the purpose of evangelizing’ among Mussulmans; and any 
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Yemonstranee as to the danger involved in these proceedings--a danger which is 
shared by persons who have nothing whatever to do with them—is met by the just 
rejoinder that the objects of the mission are perfectly well known to Iis Majesty's 
Government, 

I should add, from the practical point of view, that the Persians themselves have 
no just cause for complaint; for, owing to the activity and self-sacrifice of the 
Missionary Socioties, they receive the advantages of an excellent education at low 
charges, as well as free meilfeal attendance, while the toll of proselytes supplied by the 
Mussulman community is an extremely small one as compared with the number of 
pupils and patients, 

T venture in this connection to ask your attention to an incident whtch Intely 
occurred at Reshit, and which appears to nic significative. His Majesty's Vico-Constl 
informed mo that an accusation had been brought against Mr, Sehuler, of {he Amexiean 
Mission, on account of proselyt I consulted the American Minister, and tele- 
graphed fo Mr, Rabino, susgesting that, in view, of the excited state of public opinion, 

scliool tempora ved shortly afterwards a 

the Russian Minis that he liad information 

piring together against 

Russian interests, the Russian Government could not tolerate such 
proceedings ** dans une province limitrophi 2” Tat once communicated 
With M. Rabiuo, wlio entirly denied the trath of the accusation, THe added that ho 
had applied to his Russian. colleaguo, with whom. he was on the best of terms, to ask 
him how sucht an accusation could possibly havo arisen. IHis eolleagive nssured. him in 
tho most friendly way that Ie lind no idea, that they were excellent friends, aud that 
Hin find io cause whatever for complaint. ‘I commninicated this fact to my Tussian 
adding that Mr. Rabino was a Catholic, and not at all likely to conspire 

st Russian interests, M, Hartwig roplicd, 

made by the Russian Consul at Heslit, 

whom I informed of the incident, called on 

1d hin that My. Schuler aud Mr, Rabiiio lad eld meetings with 

ntents, af awhioh language hostile in the highest degece to Russit 

campaign against Russian commercial and 


arson told mo that M. Marlvig spoke to him with sueli severity: that “lie 
felt inclined to remind him that his Government was nol a party to. the Anglo= 
Ruwsian enfente.” We added that he knew Mr, Schuler and entirely dishelieved the 

‘uth of the allegations, “As the Russian Consul denies having mude it ab all it 

Micult: to. procond. wit and T have contented myself ith assuring 
M. Unrtwi i 8 Russia were as friendly as iy. 
on, and tha tho positive iustrtetions of lis Majesty iment it wals 
Guile out of the question that any of our Consuls could net as fie had been tutor 
Mr. Rabino had acted, 

On talking over the matter with M, Harlwig and with members of the Amerienn 
Mission, T was struck with the fact (hit it sooms to bo taken for granted by. both 
parties that their mutual attitude ts one of hostility, ‘ho Americans explain the 
hostility of the Russians tov the Mission schools. should 

lay the same role in Porsi ie 
‘hare regarded 
However this may 


ig the Uw 
the Persinn 
American Mission work 


pointed out, the Mission work is technically egal, and it would 
bo easy to rouse the fanaticism of the local priests against the Mission scliools, 
ntiment of the ruling Power was a hostile one, 
T haye, &. 
(Signed) CECTL SPRING-RICE, 














that at all costs reparation must be afforded at once, a 











Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edword Grey.—(Received May 18.) 
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beg leave to say that 
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hh the negotiations, 
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of tho Company runs, therefore, to 1945. When in 1891 the Company obtained tho 
renwal of its Concession from 1905 to 1925, the Department also applied to the 
Persian Government for a similar renewal. ‘Tho Persian Government agreed to this; 
frat the Concessions. of 1868 and 1872 were renewed up to 1025. Since then the 
Department has obtained the Concession for the Central Persian line, which remains ig 
foreo until the Ist January, 1925, or for such longer time as the debt due by Persia for 
tho construction of the linv remains uny 

As matters now stand, the Company which is, as you are aware, under Russian 
Protection, his a Concession for a line from the west to Tehran running until 1915; 
while the Department's Concession for their lines, which connect Teliran with Bushise 
and India, expires in 1925, 

‘The Department's lines ran partly through the district which is said to be reserved 
{or Russian entorprige, and I ventured to telegraph to you, Sir, in order to sugaest thot, 
if negotiations aro taking place in St, Petersburgh on tho subject of Anglo Russian 
relations in Persia, it might he convenient if the Russian Government were informed 
that it is the intention of tho British Governmont to apply for the extension of the 
telegraph Coneossion of the Tndian Tslugraph Department. 

‘Tho moment is an opportune one for an application, 
in much want of funds; but Taye not montioned the 
Tecent information as to what arramgemonts, if any, 
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Tehran, April 19, 1907, 
{HAVE the honour to inform you that Dr. Schneider, the ronch doctor wlio. ix 
President of the Sanitary Cowell, has anounced his intention of leaving Persia. Tt 


ot-vartain who his successor will be, ‘The matter is one af some iportance to 

he interests, aw the ary Council, under Dr. Solineider's presidency, lins 

oxereiscil n considerable degree of control aver the sanitary arrangements of Persie, In 

ith the promptings of his Minister, Dr, Schicider fins recently adoptell 

Atitude tovatds British interests, and has done his best to smuoth over. the 

‘iMeulties which are apt to-ntise in connection with sanitary measures in Southern and 
Buster Persia, 

You aro aware that the Russian authorities ave always paid particular attention 
Mltestions of quarantine, on the ground hat Russia is more nearly affected than any 
other country. here has also bicen another. reason for theit interest inthis question, 
hamely, the political and commercial control, which naturally devolves from. te 
gontrol of sanitary mensures, hey have, according to their liabit, mide use of the 
Belginn Customs officials in order to combat British interests, aud on more than ane 
‘eeasion this has led to regrettable inet 

Recently the Ru ier Abbas has opeuly sho 
tho rtigh sanitary control in. the Persian Gulf, and with the comiag chan 
Jresideney of the Sanitary, Couneil the question may again come to the fore as ied 
in 104, 

The present hrtunigenient dates, as you are aware, from 1897, and has, vm the whole 
worked wall, ‘ho cost to the Persian Goverument was Tess than 100i, por month 
m special expenditure of 201 a-uonth was bume by the Government of 
dtrgacielder, however, woints out, in eomneetion with the demand that a sanitary 
Mtation should Ye established at Henjam (Gee my despatch No, 1, Commercial, af the 
(at January), that it would be prudent if the Indian Gov ull increase the 
olfcteney of the sanitary service, I am in comsnunication with the Indian Goveenmens 
on this Subject, 

{Te appears to me that if negotiations are taking pl Petersburgh relative 
ate giatians between, Russia and Knglaid in Persia, attention might be: prottably 
paid to the serious question of quarantine, 

[Ihis question ns repeatedly iven rise to serious dffculties between the two Govern- 
ments, and unless it is sottlod in some detinife and aatisfactory manner rencned 
difficulties are likely to oceur 
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I venture to suggest that the service should be strengthened and rendered more 
efficient at the expense of the Government of India and the British Government in 
Proportion to the Imperial or Indian interests involved, Tt is out of the question to 
apeeet Persia either to improve the service herself or to pay for its improvement by us, 
‘The fact that the service is efficient, and that it is to a large extent pail for ont of 
British funds, would give us an incontestable right as against the demands which have 
been frequently advanced by the Russians or their Belgian agents, and by the Freneh 
Government as representing the Conference of Paris, 

At the same time I venture to suggest. that the Russian Government be informed 

in view of the very considerable trade interests we possess in Southern Persia, we 
cannot allow the control of quarantine to pass out of our hands, and that the Inter. 
hational Sanitary Commission in Tehran will supply an effective means of cotitrol in ease 
it should ever be suspected that the British medical officers were paying more 
attention to the interests of British trade than the sanitary defence of Persia, ond 


Sanitary Council now sits once a mionth. Tt consists of five French membors, 
including the President, tree English, one American, one Cerman, one Iussian, one 
Austrian, five Persians, and one Belgian Customs' official, It “has. therefore an 
eminently international character, and in wise hands. could form a valuable Commission 
of cont 

With regard to the more serious question of quarantine measures on the eastern 
fronticr, [presume that arrangements will he made, in consultation with the Govern, 
ment of India, with the combined object of preventing foreign interference om. the 
Alghan frontier and securing an efficient sanitary service, in view of the daugor of 
infection from India overland, whieh, as is acknowledged by the British authoritica, hie 
been on several occasions the path followed by epidemics of pluzue and eholora, 

Although it is not my province to submit & proposal on this subject, iL appears (0 
me that the course which would recommend itself naturally is combination hotween 
British executive officers and international control. exercised through the Persian 

vernment by the Sanitary Council of "Tehran, 

Tn conclusion, I would venture to point out thut tle’ interests of Creal Britain, as 
an island nt the extremity of Europo, are: more ofa commercial Un w sanitace 
character, while Russia, who is ie fit country on the path of infection, ia vitally 

in the efficiency of sanitary measures.” T think that in any negotiations on 
the subject this fuer sliould: not be lost. sight of, bul it is unfortunately’ true, thet 
the sanitary question hits too offen been ised as a here pictest for pursuing political 
‘ims, 
T have, &e 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICH, 
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Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13.) 
(No. 74.) 
Sir, Tehran, Aprit 1, 1907, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 76 of the tth instant, 1 lig 
to transmit herewith copy of a despatch whicly I have seccived trom Tis, Mu 
Consul-General at Bushire, on the subject of the Karun irrigation scheme, 

As T informed you in my telegram above referral to, 1 have wlopted: a noutml 
attitude towards the Dutch project, and the determined opposition of the. Sheikh ot 
Mohammerah towards it, and his wish to combine with ue to nit the scheme, 
somewhat complicate mattors. 

in view of the attitude of the National Assembly townnls oll forufen entorprises 
in Persia, any carly development of the Datel international sehowe seome highly 
improbable, Ihave explained to thie Netherlinls Minister that tle scheme Gree 
hope to succeed without the active assistance of the Sheikh, on whom the promtacs 
Hoult have to depend for labour and protection. ‘The Shetkh will prohably he tne 
Fosition to dictate his own terms, unless ho is interfered with front ‘Tehrani ie 
that case [presume thot T shall he authorized to intercede on his behalf, 

Meanwhile it seems likely that the Sheikh’s expressed wish, that eondttions in 
is territory should remain as they were, will not be thwarted ia the eur future 


Shall continue to keep Bushire informed of any developments lieve 
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T should be grateful to be informed whether Messrs. Lynch or any other British 
capitalist are in treaty with the promoters of the Netherlands scheme. I presume 
that they will riot put their money into it until they haye received some sort of 
Suarantéo that the scliemo is likely to be a paying one. The balance of evidence is 
not at present in its fayou 

I venture to add that the Nizim-es-Sultanch, who is a large proprietor in the 
neighbourhood of Alivaz, is of the opinion that’ the populati not at present 
sufficiently large to eultivato the existing area of arable laud, and that a large 
irrigation scheme could not pay, as sufficient ands were not to be found to cultivate 
the new land reclaimed, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) " CECIL SPRING-RI 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 124, 


Major Cow to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Bushire, March 17, 1907. 

T TAYE the honour to forward, for your Exeellency’s information, a copy of a 
lotter which T have addsessed to the Government of India, on the subject of the 
Karun irrigation scheme, 

Lhaye, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z. COX. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 124, 


Major Cox to Government of Initia, 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Bushire, March 17, 107. 
WITIL reference to the despateh on the subject of the Karun irrigation quo 


n, 

T Have the honour to report that during a conversation I recently had with the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah the latter referred anxiously to this topi 

Ho repeated the request which he made to me once before, to be kept posted 


from time to time as to sing, and-as to the attitude of the British 
Government to Ho continued that per ho wonld much 
p itory should remain as they were, except for the 
amount of in if to carry out on the banks ‘of the river by 
nicins of pumps, with which he is nove esperim: Dut that if a 
comprehens ‘ i it himself, under 
ould oppose the acquisition of a 
He Stress on the possibility of 
a Persian Company. obtain sion independently of himself, In. this 
mn Hniving rand to the statements made to THis Majesty's M 
Moin-ot!Pujjan, it soems possi kb Kh 
Moin, and thinks that thrush the instrament: 
be playing selfishly for his’ own liane, 
interests, This, hoWvever, is morely'a cor 
Lavminded the Sheikh that the ly opposed to all 
foreign Concessions, and that no development se koly just at present, and 
aulded that U did not personally think: thi me could prosper whieh had not 
the beneiit of i ion. ‘The subject was dismissed by the reiteration of the 
hope by tho Sheikh that we would watch his interests and keep him informed, as far 
possible, of developments, 
forwarding a copy of this communication to His Mujesty’s Minister at 
ant for his inforniation, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) P, %, COX. 
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[15435] No. 125. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 18,) 
(No. 75.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 22, 1907, 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 178, of the 16th November Inst, I have 
the honour to transmit to’ you herewith a copy of a despatch which I have received 
from His Majesty’s Consul-General, Bushire, on the subject of the Bakhtiari Road, 
inclosing a Report from Captain Lorimer, His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahvvaz, 

Tagree with Captain Lorimer's view that a joint inspection of the road by himself 
anil the representative of the Company would be likely to. raise suspicion in the minds 
of the Khans, and that it would be better that they should make their inspections 
independently’ of each other. T have already had the honour of bringing Captain 
Torimer’s views on this point to your notice in my telegram No. 10 of tho 21st January 
last, and I note that in their letter of the 0th January to you (inclosure 1 in. your 
despatch No, 23, of the 6th February) the Company refer’ to the question, without, 
however, giving any definite expression of their wishes or intentions, 

With regard to the actual state of the rond, | notice that in all the correspondence 
Which reaches me objection is more frequently made to the trace of the rond, for 
which Messrs. Lynch are responsible, than to the actual condition of the (tack, 
though the latter leaves inuch to be desired, T would point out that it ia only the 
state of the track and the behaviour of the road-guards for which we can hold the Khans 
responsible. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RIOE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 125, 


Major Cox to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No. 88, Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, March 16, 1907. 

IN continuation of my telegram dated the 20th January lasty Chaye the honour 
to forward, for your Hxcellency’s information, a copy of the communication received 
from Captain D. L. R. Lorimer, His Majesty's Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, amplifying. his 

ws on the subject of the inspection of the Bakhtiari 'Rond by himself and 
Mr. Parry. 

Action will no doubt already hava been taken on the telegraphic corrosponden 
regarding the primary question as to whether the inspection by His Majesty's. V 
Consul and Mr, Parry should be joint or independent, and there seems little for me 
to add now, except that I'am generally in accor with Captain Lorimer’s views on the 

int. 
Eis tiie ect might possibly prove workable for keeping the rond in 
repair, I expressed myself in my letter dated the 4th January last, 

It is a difficult question, but I still think that the entertainment of a suitable 
engineer of their own by the Khans may afford a solution of it; His Majesty's Vice. 
Consul continuing to be the friendly referee in cases of disagreement between the K hans 
and Messrs, Lynch’s agents, in regard to the condition cf the track. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) V. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, Khuzistan, Se. 


inclosure 2 in No, 125, 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Major Coz. 
(No. 59. Confidential.) 
Sir, Alwas, February 2, 1907, 
I HAVE the hionour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 22nd January 
last, inviting observations on a letter from the Persian ‘Transport Company of the 
[i7st) 2B 
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‘Sth November, 1906, received under His Majesty’s Minister's despatch No. 95, of the 
ith December, 1906, of which you forwarded copies, T would bez leave to make the 
following remarks 


. | think it most desirable that Messrs. Lynch Brothers should take steps to have 
the road inspected by one of their own officers, and more particularly by one. whom 
they consider teclinieally qualified to do so, 

‘iis responsibility properly rests on them and not on any Government servant, 
faras a Government dfficialis involved in the question of the upkeep of the road it 
should he in the capacity of an intormediary and arbitrator, 

Av itis [, who am concerned, I am probably more anxious than any one that the 
Company shoul take the trouble of inspecting and reporting on the condition of its 
‘own rond. 

MM the same time 1 think Messrs. Lynch Brothers. perhaps exaggerate the 
Importonce of technical qualiiications for the inspection of a Pt ‘caravan track, 

Me, Parry knows more of the original eondition of the track than any one now 
availible, 1 niet Mr, Parry lately and we hud some conversation on the subject of the 
youl: We appeared to te in age general principles, and it follows that. I 
Would Favour his being a party to any inspection, 

1 demir, however, ility of our inspecting the road in company, as 
the Khins, who uve extremely suspicions, would, without doubt, tuke for granted that 
(iY fSociation wonld tend to my being induced into partisanship with the ‘Transport 
Compity. is very desirable’ that the ezeation of sil an impression shoull be 
avoided 

Jel Mherafore fecommend that the inspection by the Company's officer and by 
wyvelf should he carried out. sepirately, bit: that: subsequently we should amost- art 
fouspnre ble rosilts of our Investigntions anil the conclusions arrived at. Should it be 
itopistlte to do this tH a personal meeting the Company's agent might be instructed te 
draw aya Report snl submit weopy tome, T would state how far T fund tmyself in 
Hgrecnont vith it, aud any points on which owe views differed could be dicussed 
Awparntely 

DN iene ilie inconveniences of an arrangement of this kind, but 1 
qin k that they are more than balanced by the advantages of not appearing band in 
hand in the view of the Khan: 

4. 1am inclined to take exception to the Company's elaim that they have a right 
agitate Gtek to he kept up in the condition in which it was originslly 
handed over, 

| would judge from what I have seen that a great deal of original work on th 
fond Was nok of permanent oF durable nature, that is if when it was handed over 
i laid throughout at all good surfiee, Vo keep up a good surface on steep gradients, 
ele sae common, vould tequire a hinge amount of work, and woul, iu my opinion 
ho work thrown away, 

Mitny oP tlie worst parts of the salt mppect to, owe thetr badness to, radical defects 
Fie laubl tes due tow vant of funds inthe frst instance, Again the Company 
{alle of sort tonin being 1 yooit surfaew in dry aud a. very had surface in wet weather 
Nihivois witeetly true, but if the: teack fn plates lies: in loam the Company aud not the 
Khai we respousible tor this, anit in this nespoet it dies wot seeui to me Hikely that the 
ron! is ow more defective than wien first constructed, 

Teasinot recilleet seeing any signs of any attempt 1 any time beet made 
Ly eonsatida(e the Ton where it appears by binding: it with paving, tniber, brushwood 
oF motalli 


Nab Mowever having seen the coud in its original state 1 speak Tinble to 


ch I have not overlooked in 

ve Lam correct in saying that the Bakhtiari 

WF Hy meats nique aniong Persian routes in its defects in 
this respec 

Mhote are real difficulties, aud they wre not of w nature that the Khang are very 
likely to effwetively overcome, 

‘ACthe same Une | must repeat that there is uot the slightest posiblity of the 
‘Alias aatecing to and over the management of the road to any Compan haying 
ihe Fentotest connection with Messrs, Lynch Brothers, or indeed to nay commercial feed 
atall, 


Were it even possible to force them todo so, [ believe that it would only result in 


95 


s deadlock in the relations between the Company and the Khans, to resolve which 
diplomatic pressure would be totally uneffectui 

§ hruce 22s having elapsed since the bridges were last inspected the Company 
tiaxe, I think, a just claim to insist on sending some one this yearto examine and omehnel 
them, 

My opinion on the stato of the bridges and the minor work attached to them has 
Handy been expressed for what itis worth in my letter of the 20th. November, 1900, 
The plates in the Cover Bridge are in one place exposed, If the Khans, will vot take 
Par ee cliltle trouble required to prevent this, on this single out they may’ very 
Fel jee called on to yay a considerable Dill for having this necessary: york, done 
for them 

7, ‘The question of the © Tufanchis” (roal-suard) and their eontroll ts one which 
the more one knows of the Baklitiaris, both the Khans and the subjects, and the natura 
of Bakhtiari administration, will inspire the more despair, 

should recommend that every attempt be made to authenticate. and. report ax 
thany veritable eases of blackmail sis possible, Tf these wore communicated le met 
Motus atm expedient press tiem on the Khians’ notice, and. sheer woariiiess might 
Hiulate them to do what: they ean, ‘That: proper pay, even if dishursed by. dhe 
Khans, would ever reach the men concerned is, under the condition of the e¢sni, 
inconceivable, 

F would note that on my journey down in November the “Tatanchis " wore less i 
juiMdence and less triculent than at the time of my jourey up, aid I do nob recullect 
Heating of any. complaints against them, If tho evil of blackmail ean he kept widhta 
moderate bounds this road will not be handicapped, I believe, in regard to. other vous 
in Persia, 

Our Hest volley in dealing with the Bakhtianis ties, 1 am convineed, in estimating 
mim demands which ere is a tolerable hope of being able to. hive 
working persistently to, secure them, Counsels of perfection are 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) D. L. R, LORIMER, Captain, LA, 





(15437) No. 126, 


Sir ©; Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.— (Received May 18.) 


71.) 
ir, 


T HAVE the honour.to transmit herewith a very 
Mr. Barham describing in detail the cireumstanc 
General at Tspatan was ceeupied by the 
‘This action seems to have beer 


nde certain 
AST live already. 
fad the honour of Sof the ease before the Porsian 
Government, and the A Hy stating that 1 considered the Zil an excellent 
Governor, but declining to interfere in ang way oficially. Tho Zil was infonned of 
what T was doing, and tins expressed himself satisied. Under tho elveunetonen 
one could have saved hin the movement for his. expulsion was so strong that the 
Priests themselves could not control it, although they did much to. promote its. amd 
Hough the leaders of the Assembly were openly in fhe Zils favour, they eoull ot 
cetively oppose the popular demaiids, 
he ZilesSultan was the most. striking. personification of the old system of 
ineely Governors, powerful and efficient, rulers, who geound the fuces of the poor 
nd who formed a perpetual alliance with all’ the forces of oppression, Ile Svea 
marked out for destruction and was destroyed, Tis fall was a serious warning to tine 
Shah, although His Majesty was not eredlited with a strong affection towards Ins uncle 
Hut hie exerted himself in his favour, thaugh lie, foo, saw thnt resistanes was useless, 
11 is interesting to uote the part played by the priests, who uo doubt bitterly rogret the 
of their powerful ally. They feel that their turn will come next, and are easting 
about to look for some new protector, if they eannot reeall the old one, 
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‘The part played by Prince Dabija, the Russian Consul-General is notorious; he 

in pursuance of the policy which he has followed for years, and openly avowed 

ight at tho fall of the friend of England the enemy of Russia. “According to 

the Zil’s statements, he has been for years in the pay of the Zil’s sister, who hates her 

brother bitterly, and has done all in her power to compass his destruction. I have no 

information as to the attitude taken up by M. de Hartwig with regard tothe Zil, and the 

Zil himself as been unable fluence on the movement against him. For 

the reasons given above, foreign influenee does not appear to nie to have played much 

part in the incident. A new power has come into play, snd the old influences have 
lost much of their authority. 

The Zil thinks it not impossible that he should he recalled by the people 
themselves, and very probable that he will be recalled by the priests,” He will fot 
tako any violent measures to procure his recall, as he knows that they would not lead 
to his permanent restoration to power. To is anxious as to the property possessed by 
is femily in Tepalian, and has asked me to renew the former pleiges given to hitn by 
His Majesty's Legation. As the cireinnstances lind changed. sinve these ascuranec, 
Hore given, and, for all know, arrangements might be in course of negotiation with 

sin which would seriously interfere with our power to protect our friends 
Central Porsia, T telegraphed to you, Six, to request your instructions, You infor 
Te eat the Russian Government! would be not’ unwilling to give His. Tmpert 
Highness similar assurances to those given by us, on the understanding, however, that 
they should not be pledged to assist him ‘to: recover his. lost Gorernorship, ‘The 
aNurances already given him hy us distinetly reserve the Shah’s right to appoint or 
dismiss whom he plentes, and. the Zil will therefore lose nothing. by thet Rresiag 
reservation, L have sent 0 Sir A. Nicolson and M. de Hartwig copies of the letters 
of Sir M. Durand and Sir A, Hardinge, which atv already in your possessfon. 

(his procedure will of course in i'manner be a formal recognition of the right of 
Russia to A commanding position in Typahan, and the sudden increase of the Racine 
Consular guard is taken as a sign of what is to come. ‘The number or Russiane in 
{ahaa is very sinall although thor» age some Russian Armenian subjects, occupied, 
under the supérvision of the Russian in promoting the sale of Russian goods. 

|’ ventitre to ask your special attention to Mr, Barnham’s statement. eto the 

ge one to the Consulate-General, Mr, Barnham has recently arrived, and has 
{io make a very lange outlay for his installation, ‘The expense of the journey. from 
fsvnie to Ispalian is enormous. “Exchange tins gone down in the course of one year 
ray Ab to 48, aud i still Tolling, Under thess cfrenmstances it would, be a treat 
tariship to Mr. Bartan to be compelled to make goo the damage inflicted co in, 

onisulite through no fault of his 0 ou will observe that le had to yield to 
ree anil I would add that, hid he resisted, the position of the English miseisnari 
lieuly seriously menaced, would haye beet really dangerous, 

Tventure to suggest that Ue sinn asked for may be advanced to him, and that 
{ft be instructed fo present a claim to the Porsian Goverment, who will no doubt, 
al J Hesitation, Tn presenting the claim, I'may point 
‘out that by’ your orders 1 have mad plain to every one concerned that His 
Majesty's Gocernmont woul not consent to take part in the internal alfctts ct 
Persia, ond while admitting the sacredness of the traditional right of “bast,” which 
has oxisted from ancient times in Persia, they could uot admit tle tie it of this or that 

THY fo enter and oceupy en masse the premises of our Legation or Consulate in order 
fo {ore His Majesty's Gover Support their demands; that the Persian people 
Had now their offic es to whom they can appeal, and that the 
Henig te lorelgwers Is no longer required in order to. procure the people a 
fio Unidos all these circumstances, it becomes my duty (L would add) th request 
the repayment by the Persian Goremment of the damage done to the Constices 


Jrennises by the crowd who took foreible possession thereof in the course of the Inte 
Troubles at Ispalan, 


L have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 126. 
Consul-General Barnham to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 


(No. 11, Confidential.) 
Sir, Ispanan, April 18, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit herewith a final Report upon the recent popular 
outbreak at Ispahan which culminated in the dismissal of his Highness thie Zil-c 
Sultan, 

Tt was unavoidable that the Reports which I sent you on this subject while the 
movement was in progress should have heen of a fragmentary nature and give an 
incomplete picture of what took place, For that reason I will now tell the story ns 
fully, yet succintly, as possible, 

The Zil-es-Sultan left for Tehran on the 2nd February, but there was somethin 
in the manner of his going which suggested a fusitive. ‘Tle loft for Kamushilu, hie 
shooting-box near here, without letting any one know that. he was really starting for 

and arranged that two of the young Princes should afterwards go out quietly 
and join him at Murehikor, the first Stage on the north road, His attitude for some 
time past had been that of a man who was quite unable to eope with the situation, 
and whose chief anxiety was fo leave the place. He would, he said, go to Europe and 
remsin there until the storm was past, ‘The let time L saw him he charvod tat as 
ijnrs had won their Empire by the sword, and if they were to lose it he would. 
Wish to lose it by the sword, and not at the hands of these pestilont priests. Io, 
however, allowed them to see that they had nothing to fear from him, 

The movement was directed by the brothers Nejeofa and Nouroullah, Agha 
Nejecfa, whose title in the Persian hierarchy is Avet-ullah (the wort of God), i 
Kuown as one of the most fanatical but astute Moilahs in this country. On account 
of advancing years he has of Inte permitted his brother Nouroullah, who is fifteon 
Years younger, more active, and eloquent, to occupy a far more prominent position in 
the public eye than himself, At first sight it seems hard to understand why: the 
Aghas should turned against his Highness, seeing that by so doing thoy have 
lost a large annual income, “Last year he gave them and othor leading Mollahs 
{10,000 tomans (10,0001), and in former years even more. ‘Chix money was given to 
induce them always to speak well of him and keep the people quiet, ‘They let him do 
as hie pleased, levy Khombuni or duties on market produce, farin the river water, keep 
up the price of (grain, and many other arbitrary acts, When, however, the ‘Town 
Council came into being and people began to talk of liberty and redress of grievances 
the Zil-es-Sultan was at once compelled to renounce the khombuni, which meant a 
loss of about 70,000 tomans ayer, Ie then told the Aghas that he could no longer 

pay their allowance, and so the rupture was brought about. The dismissal 
of the Ziles-Sult however, led to an estrangoment between the brothers. It is 
generally believed that Agha Nejecfa regrots what has. happened, beestise ho and the 
Zil-es-Sultan. had many other interests in common whielt were worth preserving; bit 
this is not the ease with Sheikh Nouroullah, who. is intoxicated by the power which 
ho is allowed to wield as President of the Enjumen, and moreover has sWown himself 
sy bitter an opponent to his Highness that lhe cannot hope ever to be forgiven. 

‘The campaign against the Zil-es-Sultan opened on the evening of the 1th 

uary, when Agha Nouroullah preached ayainst his Highness at the Masjidi-uo, 

Was arranged that on the following day the bazaars shoulil bo closed andl 4 

ion sent to the Shah asking for his dismissal. Next morning the bizaars wore 
closed, and there was much excitement in the city, but owing to a difference uf 
opinion between the brothers the Petition was nol sont. Letters were, however, 
written to the Ispahan Members sitting in the National Assembly at ‘Tehran, which 
must lave prepared them in a meastre for the outhrak which occurred. a 
nionth later, 

On Wednesday, March 6, the hazaurs were closed! by order of Agha Nouroullah, 

people collected in dense crowds on the Graud Square and round the houses of 

ghas, who told them to go to the Persian telegraph office and wait for thom 
th The Aghas delayed their coming, either because they thought it. politic to 
feign reluctaice or because thoy really lesitated to telegraph against his Highiess, 4s 
they Knew that by doing so they would bum their boats and there would. he uo 
retracing their steps. 

ae people went back and brought them to the office—frst Nouroullal, 

fiat 
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and then, with much difficulty, Nejecfa; but the people had become so irritated by 
tle delay, and especially because the Persian wire was not available when their 

mwas ready to be sent, that they wrecked the telegraph office, and treated 
the Director so badly that he was down with fever for several days afterwards 

‘the adherents ‘of the Zil-es-Sultan now began to collect and there was a little 

iting in the streets, though nothing serious, Fighting is not a strong point with 

Ispahanis, who are the most cowardly people in this eountr: 

Mter sending their telegram, the Aghas left the city, having, it appea 

et orders that the people should take “Vast” at the Consulate-General next 
morning, 

‘The invasion of the Consulate grounds took place at a yery inopportune 
moment, when two Legation couriers were waiting for me to close the bags as the 
mails for north and south were both leaving within halfan-hour. 

Shouting was heard at the gate, and’ then one of my Persian guards was seen 
tuning up the path witha number of Seyyids. Hearing that the strect was full of 
people who demanded admittance, t onlerid the gate to be closed, and sent a gholam 
to say that I would reccive five of the Seyyids, whio should speak ‘for the rest, ‘They 
told ns that as it was through the protection given to the refugees at the Lege 
that they had won their Constitution, so they had come to me for shelter until th 
could obtain the dismissal of the Zil-es-Sultan, I begged thom to leave, impressing 
upon them that I could take no part in their quserel, but they became more persistent, 
‘and at that moment. were joined by a ‘Purk of ubvees who had forced his way in, and 
toll! mo in Turkish that they ad coms there for business, and until that business was 
finished they would not leave uuless turned out by fore 

‘Nhe duffadar now came in to say that there was quito an extraordinary erowd 
outside, that the gate was not strong, and that it would be impossible to keep them 
out. Whe rond in front of the Consulate is not more than 20 fect wide, and in order 

ust piss a low stone wall on either side, One of these walls 
is, together with a stone pillar at one end, had been thrown down, 1 
d to mako the best of matters and ordered the gates to be thrown op 
then told the Soyyids to toll the people that they were welcome, offered them tea and 
ont them tents. 

Before leas ¢ Seyyids begged me to telegraph to yr 
help them, and Ta uurse inform you at once that they had 
ovcupied the Cousulate, but that £ could do no more. 

‘Tho people now poured in, pressing towards the house like the rising tide. ‘They 
were soon followed by nt vendors, who set up stalls all round the garden, for 
the supply of tea, su nid Kalians, Every day they left the garden 

sutlovin to is opened at 8 o'clock in’the morning, 

‘Mhe front garden covers an area of about an acre and a-half, planted with fruite 
trees nicar the entrance, and laid out in flower-beds nearer the house. Access to the 
house and upper garden is gained by two flights of steps to the right and left 
approaclies from the entiance gate. T caused to be erected to pre 
pepe entering, the house, ad placed my sowars on guard to seo that the bariors 
were respected, 

Esai Ghaatieoe tune exclusively Seyyids and Tallebs (theolost 
students), They brought in it, anid set it up in the middle of the garden, 
the students camped avound il would mount the pulpit to conduct 
* youhl i xt of Hussein, and when that was 
over another would hiv vd about the sins of the ZileesSult “ 
Burk from Tabrecz above, referred to, led achorus of which the last words were “we 
will not have this dog!" My“ munshi,” however, interfered at my request, and 
insisted that if they spoke publicly of his Highness while liere they should do'so in 
terms of respect, and the offence wis uot repented. 

When not otherwise igaged the students would pass round the palp 

r bare breasts, with & violence and rhytlinical cadenee which was start 
painlul 10 listen £0 at such close quarters.” Bye 
anil of course as the days wore on and as the 10 
and sounds became mote cifensive, As x the number, there was a el 
in the telegram which 1 seit you on the following day. ‘There were probably ot less 
than 6,600 present on the sicoud day (Friday), by far the greater number of tiem 
Veing loafers who had cone in out of curiosity: 

‘After that day it was impossible for so to come in, as on that evening the 
refugees began to briug in tents, which soon filled up the whole space and left little 
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room for circulation. On the Saturday the weather became very eold, and I made 
special arrangements to shelter the more prominent Seyyids in thie conservatory and in 
the rooms under my office. 

T had very great difficulty in resisting the aitempts of the Seyyids to force me to 
help them in their work, 

They heard that Thad a telephone in the house, and wanted to come in and uso 
it, apparently under the impression that they could converse directly with the Shah or 
the Members of the National Assembly. “They also wanted me to forward thet 
telegrams through you, because they had reecived no answer to those they. had 
already sent. 

On the Saturday moming T called their Ieaders into the house, and made them 
understand that beyond giving them shelter Teould do nothing for tem, _T repeated 
what you had just pointed out to me by telegram, that, as they now had thelr own. 
Parliament, the only proper channel through which they should approach the Persian 
Government in this matter was their own Parliamentary Ri tative in Tehran, 
They quite understood it, and went away silenced, if not satisfied. I very much 
doubs, however, whether they let the people know what T had said to them, indeed, 
T think that most of the people believe that T was working for them up to the vory end, 

In the meantime the following incidents had occurred outside :— 

On Friday morning (the Sth March) the party of the Zil-es-Sultan, escorted by a 
party of armed sowars, went to the telegraph offs and sont olf a long telegram’ in 

of his Highness, and on returning fired some volleys outside tho Consulate, 
cared our people ver and was to a great extent responsible 
for the difficulty we experienood afte inducing them to leave 

‘Telegraph Street, the Park of Chilil Sutun, and the Great Square, were meantime 
thronged by excited crowds, who passed along reciting salawats,”® or heating the 
breasts. Many of them took the Masjidi Shah and at Chilil Sutun, On 
the other hand, the adlicronts of the Zil-es-Sultan took suietuary in the Masjidi Seyyid, 
and put up tents there, 

in thle arch) Tsent my “munshi” to the Aghias to beg them to. 
remove the people, iis it had turned cold, and T could do nothing to make 


warm, 1 had already consumed all my Winter fuel and cut down trees for 


firing. That afternoon the Aghas came to the Consul the people 
out, but the Turk from Tubreez, who seems to have exereised a malign influence over 
the crowd, prevented a large number of them from going out, on tho ground that 
they would be attacked by the sowars. 

At that: mom ‘gram arrived from Tehran to say that the matter had been 
Jaid before the National Assembly, and from that moment we miy say that the poople 
had won their cause. A’ meoting was held that night at Agha Nejecfi's house, wien 
the people hound themselves by onth to snerifice life and property for their eause, they 
Aeclared that the people should not be withdrawn fron henehae thet thoy should be 
joined by some of the leadi nits, and these merchants undertook to| provide 
Too forall, ‘Tere are two small inner courts fo the right and loft of the entrance 
gate, one occupied by the dispensary, the other surrounded by rooms in a stnte of 
Tuini, Here they established their kitchen and made their storeshouse, 

rom that time we could do nothing but 
ment beeame greater day by ity the agitators wer vi 
Dads of armed villagers, atid Hire the people'were busy compiling 
Sultan, which they intended to send to the National Assembly, 

The part; fut at this juncture hit 
upon the happy: id r Which compelled the 
people, though s from the Indo-European 
office, 

Tanust now speak of the role played in this matter by the Russian Consulato, 
‘You are aware that the Russian Government has for a long i 
the neglect of Tussiau interests by the Zil-esSultan, but Pr 
personal dislike for lis Highness, which hie was at no pains to 

Sult rope to years azo Prince Dabija 
missal, and was at one time’so coulident of success, 
he publiel (tliat if the Zil-es-Sultan returned to Tspahian, he would shave 
off his beard, led when th is Single-handed, onw can re 
what into the fray when so many elements word working in his 
favour. 
* Prayers 
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‘To those who suggested that the refugees should go to him, he replied that they 
were far better here because, although we British were friends of the Zil-es-Sultan, 
we would hy the mere fuct of their presence be forced to help them indirectly, whereas 
if they went to the Russian Consulate our hands would be unfettered and we would 
be sure to help his Highness in every possible way. 

We know further that he sent many telegrams describing the situation in the 
‘most alarming colours. 

When your te ived informing me of the dismissal of the Zil-es-Sultan, I 
At once communicated it to the people, but they refused to leave until they. had 
reevived a telegram from the National Assembly confirming the news, ‘They, there- 
fore, remained with me until xt day, when they began to pull down the tents, 
Of which there were fifty-seven in all, aud we were then able to see what damage had 
een done, All the gravel from the paths lid been thrown on to the flowersbeds, the 
patlis were riddled with holes caused by the driving of tent pegs, the tiles which 
Hordered the flower-beds hid been pulled up and broken, the steps leading to the 
upper garden Tad Yost dieieiles, wie nue! damage bad Ween done to Ok upper 
xarden, where during thie last two Valso heen pitched. Before leaving, 
the Soyyids and merchants enme te thanks for my hospitality. 

Thave, 
(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 126. 


Hsnisare of Repais requived at [is Majesty's Consulate-General, Tspalian, owing to 
Damage caused hy Refugees from Marci 7 fo 19, 1907. 


Gravel for relaying yore 
Hiri for eh i Bede eee 
Ti, wil aon) 


tual! ior tet i to-na 
Out ried way <0 
siete destroyed 
anemone? work fe 
Extn pay’ fir sowarny Person guns shi, and house servants 


Toul ss 


(Sizned) HENRY D. BARNIL 


His Majesty's Consul- 
Ixpahan, March 22, 1907. ee 
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Sir ©, SpriiyWtice to Sir Bdwaril Greu.—( Received May 18.) 
(No. 78) 
Sin, Tehran, April 28, 1907. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a note which’ [have addi 
e Porsiany Minister for Moreign Affairs at the request of my Russian colleagae y 
riling that portion of the security: on our loans which con 
revere derived front customs dues levied on articles imported by: Pau 
M, Harti was under some apprediension that the transfer of the Ps 
Porsian official might endanger the security on our loans 
from this course, Ho therefore furnished me witha copy of the represe 
us making to the Porsiin Govorntuent on the subject, aid requested me to take 
si on. 


a Hartwig's tiote was somewhit sitnilar to that which T lave now the honour to 
inolose, 
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In his reply, the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs states that orders have been 
ed to the Customs Administration in accordance with my wishes, and promises to 
inform me of whatever arrangements may be made. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 127, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Ala-es-Sultanch. 

(Translation,) 

TT has come to the knowledge of this Legation that by @ recont order of the Persian 
Govermment the Parcel Post service has heen confided to the direction of the Post 

which has already been separated from the Customs Administration and farmed 

out to a Persian off 

Thave to point out that, in, the arangement made by the Persian Government 
with the lnperial Bank of Persia, the customs revenue of certain ports was to form 
the guarantee for the loan made to the Persian Government through the Imperial Bank, 
‘The customs revenue naturally includes the revenue from the duty on parcels imported 
by way of the Parcels Post, and therefore the Persian Government could not equitably, 
regard the customs revenue on parcels as distinct from the ordinary customs revenue, 
for this would diminish the security for the loan and advance of the Imperial Bank, 

T trust, that you will inform me, as soon as possible, of the result of my 
‘communications, 


April 10, 1907. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 127. 


Alaves-Sullaneh to Sir C. Spring- Rice: 
(Branst 
LHAVE received your uote of the 10th instant respecting the Parcels Post, 
Onlers have been iasuell to the Customs Administration, as desired by you. ‘The 
Above-wentioned Administration has beeu asked to iuforiu wip of the arcangemonts, and 
Twill duly furnish you with particula 


April 21, 1907. 





{15439) No. 128, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ieveived May 13.) 
Wo. 79.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 23, 1907. 
WITT reference to your telegram No, 46 instant anct previous corr. 
spondence, Ihave the honour to inelose he ing Memorandum drawn 
up by Mr. Churchill on the subject of the Hashmat-ul-Mtulk, 
i the beginning of this year the Gi pof Kain was in the hands of the 
and that of § 1 possessed. Hashmat-ul- 
Mulk was. originally friendly to England, bnt was 
removed in 1004 owing to Russian pressure at ‘Tehri in consequence of his energetic 
action in punishing the ringleaders of an anti-British riot, the origin of which had 
teen attributed to the Russians. After three y¥ in Tehran the Hashmat 
Appears to have been convinced that his wisest aud tnost profitable course was to go 
over to the Russiau cup, which le accordingly did, Mi aid not, however, receive 
permission to return to his Gevernorship, whie a in his absence by 
his two sons, Mir Masum Khan and Mohammed Reza Khan, ‘The former, the son of 
a free woman, travelled ii India, and was known as on tie whole friendly tous, Tt 
‘wus therefore to be expectad that his tenure of office should not be of long duration, 
and in January last he was removed from the Acting Governorship, which for a short 
time was in the hands of the Mumtahan-es-Sultanch, an official who had heen 
specially sent to the frontier to investigate the plague riots of March 1906. ‘The 
Jiumtshan was, very unjustly as it has since appeared, suspected of British sympathies, 
and in January last the usual machinery was set to work to dislodge him in favour of 
(1741) 2D 
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Mohammed Reza Khan, the eldest son of the Hashmat-ul-Mulk. ‘his gontleman is 
the son of a slave woman—ill-educated, of a violent and cruel character, a drunkard, 
and a debauchee, but he had the recommendation of being on extremely bad terms 
with the British Consul when he acted as Deputy Governor during his father’s first 
absence in 102, and also of being deeply in debt to the Russian Bank. The Russian 
Consul ised his control of the telegraph line to promote the candidature of 
Mohammed Reza Khan, denying to his competitor the use of the offices. Mohammed 
Reza Khan was definitely appointed Acting Governor, and one of ‘his first acts was to 
Outrage one of his female subjects and to cruelly torture an innocent person on a 
frivolous charge. Mir Masum Khan is on his way to ‘Tehran, 

At the present moment the Governorship of Scistan is in the hands of Mohammed 
Reza Khan, who was very intimate with M. Miller, the Russ 
who is deeply in debt to the Russian Bank a 
Russian authori 

1 did 


matter, official or unofficial, 
With 1 , Lhave the honour to state that it is at 
present adin who appears to bea colourless individual 


ed a sum 0,000 tomans for th 
as Ins been the ease with This sum of 
Russian Bank on the 
seuutrity of rnmont. As soon as this became known, the Asse 
ook the matt up ad prot nongetically against the appointment. In addit 
to the objections based on his peeunt ith a forign Power, it appeared 
Nad soothed the pains of exile by acquiring the opimn habit and was 
y incompetent, The very large sum offered was also. sus as the 
revenues of the two provinces would not justify such p 
According to the Hashinat’s ov i i nta sum of 
$0,000 tomans, whieh lie hoped to obtain from the Russ nglish Bank through 


tH Tutenmediary of the Sepahdar, a gentloaan who is on the closest tesms of intimacy 
With the Russian finanei ‘Tho Russian Legation recommended its application 


to tlie Russiin Bapke 1 who however Was unable to provide tho money, 
Hi the form: of pape to the lack of ready cash which at present pre 
Consequently th lunable, he says, to make the advance required by 
Governmmont and the negotiations: fell thro with the arri 
of the Ami tat, to he mor 
Thi rei 
on the subject to M, de Hurtwi 
am informed) by the Russian | 
ition and Who is not cm 
of busi 
In the ¢ourse of conversation with the President of tle Assembly, L was inform 
Hint body would not permit the paid agent of a forcien py 
important post on the {applauded the decision and said that 1 had little 
‘lout that you, even if the principle he emulated were applied 
10 ourselves, 
1H anay observe that [ recntly refused ta given guuanter toa gentleman who 
Hed for x loan to the British Beak, on the round Hat he was on tite paint of 
vecolving prov where we have consiterable 
tht 
ent at length as it sh can be ply 
sii Bank in the interdal polities of Porsia and because T notion f 
Isvolsky attaches partivalar inp 5 ‘tivities of th 
ian Bank in Seistan, seis to De in favour of thy 
Hashmar’s own account of the matter, namely, that le wa ious to obtain 
the money froin a foreign Dank, that te Russim Bank 4 ml 
advances Dut wis unable ta comply with Ue request owing to tho, exist 
of the money market. 
T have, Xe, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Te 
— 
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Tnelosure in No, 128. 
Memorandum by Mr. Churchill. 
‘NIE following is the family tree of the Heslimet-ul-Mulk :— 


Mim Anew Kuax, the Iate Heshmct-al-Mulk (died 1801), 


Mir AW AKber Khan, Mir fonall Wha, Mobayomed thrahim Khas, 
Heshmetsal-Mulk Shaukat-ul-Mulk (jie 1905) ‘Shavkat-ul-Mulk; 


Mohammed Mir Masur 
Regs Khan, Khan. 


Present Heshimet-ul-Mulk was appointed Governor of Seistan in 1891 on the 

h of his father, and remained undisturbed for about ten years, With the 

mn of an European organization into the Customs Department, and the 

t of ‘ehran officials, Seistan then emerged from a condition of almost 
peimitive simplicity, and was raled from Tehran. Major Bonn, His Majesty's Consul 
‘in Seistan, wrote in May 1903 that the Heshmet-ul-Mulk threw in his lot with us 
from the outset, and did his utmost to remain logal to our cause. He nover desiggnedly 
put difficulties in our way, and often secretly lielped us, His two sons took theit oti 
from their father, but the elder son, Moliammed Reza Khan, was inclined to he 
influenced by his father-in-law, Sordar Purdil Khan, the Serbendi Chief, who had 
anti-foreign tendencies. Mir Masum Khan, the younger son, remembered his trip to 
Tndia, and maintained the friendliest. relations witl Ili Majesty's Consulate, When 
Major Benn wrote the above tho Scistan quostion had already assumed considerable 
importance. Major MacMahon's Mission had arrived, and M. Miller, the Russian 
Consul, was at his post. 

Tn June 1908 an agitation of some gravity was engineered by the Russian 
Consul against His Majesty's Consulate. Mr. Dobbs, who had just. succoetled 
Major Benn, made immediate strong representations to the Heshmot-ul-Mulk, who, 
after lengthy negotiations and with considerable reluctance, consonted to punish some 
of the ringleaders of the hostile demonstration, Mr. Dobby gave the Governor an 
assurance that he would not. be dismissed “solely on account of punishing offenders 
against British subjects,” and in reporting the matter to the Government of India, 
remarked, if the Aanie Hleshmet-ul-Mulk) is now not supported, after 1 havo taken 
upon myself the responsibility of assuring him that the British Governmont will not 
permit his dismissal solely on account of his punishment. of offenders against its 
subjects, British prestige in Scistan will sink to a lower point than it has ever yet 
reached. 

Sir A. Hantingo, in accordance with the instructions of His Majesty's Govern 

took steps to support the Heshimet-ul-Mulk, who was apparontly about to, be 
dismissed by the Amin-cs-Sultan, then Grand Vizier, at the instigation of the Russian 
Logat ir A. Hantinge observed to tho Grand Vizier that the action which tho 
Heshmet had taken in putting down the rioters de thanks botli of the 
Persian and British Governments, ‘he Amin weecedod by the Aina. 

apparently continued to, press 
ations wore made by His Majesty's 
hout success, He was 


ion kept up close relations with in 1905, and even 

the Imperial Bank to lend him some money under the guarantes of the 

ish Government, but as he saw that British influénee could not get him rein. 
stated, he became impatient, and eventually turned to the Russians. Tt has often 
been proved in dealing with Persian officials that they are much more amenable aftor 
an object-lesson of the kind employed by the Russianis with the Heshmetul Mulk and 
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is Majesty’s Government with the Nizom-es-Sultanch. The Russian Legation, 
apparently following this principle, did not hesitate to take up his cause, and tried to 
ist him financially with the object of reinstating him as de facto Governor of 
Seistan and Kain, which he has ceased to be since 1904. 
At the beginning of April the National Assembly was informed, by a letter 
| it is said, from some students, that the Heshmet-ul-Mulk had borrowed the 
sum of 180,000 tomans (26,0002) from the Russian Bank, which lie was about to 
distribute among the Government and Court officials, to be allowed to return to 
Seistan, with the added Goyernorship of Kain, which is now under his half-brother, 
the Shaukatul-Mulk. ‘Whe Assembly discussed the matter on the Gth April, and 
wrote to the Minister of the Interior protesting against the appointment under the 
cireumstaness. Subsequently the Heshmet-ul-Mulk wrote to the Assembly denying 
the ehargo, though they had independont evidence from a Persian banker confirming 
it, ‘The Government received the representations of the Assembly as usual in silence, 
‘and for the present the matter is in abeyance, but it may be raised at any moment 
(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL, 
‘Tehran, April 22, 1907. 





(15440) No. 129. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Rdward Grey—(Received May 13.) 


(No. 80.) F 
ir, Tehran, April 23, 1907. 

IN my despatch No. 47 of the 1st ultimo T forwarded copy of « note which I had 
addrossed to the Persian Gove + of the dauger threatened to the Ttuperial 
Bank of Per ‘ 1 the Charter of the Pers 

nine the 
into whi ' 

with copies of further correspondence which 
Yad passed hetweon the Porsian Foroign Olies and His Majesty's Legation on t 
subject, ‘ 

Th conversation with the Ala-cs-Sultanch T explained to him that my note was 
tneroly a matter of precautic rder to si rd our existing rights, in view of the 
Concession to the National Bank which inderstood, gave the new bank a lien on 
the Southern enstoms, and also some privileges in connection with the importation of 
silvor, which seoied inconsistont with tho rights already granted to the Tmperial Bank, 
‘The Ma-os-Sultanch assured mo that thers would he no mention of the Southorn 
‘eustonis in the Concession wo the National Buu. 

Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) ” CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 129, 
Maces-Sultanch to Sir C. Spring: Rice 


(Transtation.) Murch 18, 1907. 
TUAVE thet 0 acknowl ‘our uote Of the Ist instant 
stating Mat “no Inter Agrooment oF C a ny way) ruodify the force of 
eoments or Conventions already: out 4 
As the necessary explanation on thik point was not given, I could not properly 
dorstauid what yous aneamt. Then furs trie that yon will be good enough to give 
moan explanation on the point, so that Tanny filly mnderstand it and si 
a reply. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 129, 
Sin C. Spring-Rice to Alaces-Sultanch, 


(Translation.) Tehran, March 28, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the letter of the 15th instant, inquiring what 
T meant when I said that “no later Agreement or Convention ean in any way Modif 
the force of Agreements and Conventions already entered into,” 

Tn explanation, T would refer to’ the fact that the British Government and British 
ubjects have on several occasions entered into political, financial, and eommercial 
‘greements with the Persian Government and with Po hjcets. 

s there is now a new order of things, owing to the reforms introduced by His 

Late Majesty and the present Shahi, and the Persian Government 
@ number of new engagements in consequence of the above-mentioned reforms, 1 
thought iis @ measnre of precaution, and in order to avoid all doubt. and 
fficulty, to remi n Government of tliat principle of international and 
Taw which gives'a former engagement precedones over all posterior 


I meant by this to record the fact, in whieh you of course agree, that both the 
jan and English Governments rgard their former engagements as binding on 
them under all cireums and as having precedence over all enggagemonts entered 
into later, 
X did not mean to lay claim to new rights, but only in a friendly way to remind 
you that the old rights still existed, 





(15441) No. 130, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received May 18.) 


(No. 81.) 
Sir, Tolran, April 24, 1907. 
Principal event in the last month is the arrival of the Amiuses-Sultan, Tho 
reumstances. were § crossed the C; 
ng not at Baku, nt Potrovsk, At 
taken for the ex-Prime Minister, and at 
until the Assembly formally authorized his landin, 
mission on the ground that itwas unfair to projudge his intentions 
to gi , they will seu, 
He is rightly regarded as tor of the system undor which the country. 
soli to foreigners, in order that the proceeds of the sale might he squandered 
prit vi » A certain number of Persians — how. many time 
i shall niow cease, 
ir has now cleared and the sitnation is sufficiently plain, ‘The Shah and hig 
courtiers prefer the continuance of the old system, buit have not the moans of oven 
Coming the popular opposition, which is centred in the ‘Tehran Assombly. hat ody 
hhas many faults, which aro very apparent. [vis unbusinesslike, fond of talk, ineapalty 
of systematized action, pf its Members are corrupt, and fow are re able, 
But it exists its existence the Persi Ppear to seo their only hope, 
‘The priests ate fully conscious that their turn will come, and that, when the Court 
dealt with, the mullahs will not have long to wait before thoy find their mastore, 
Title difficulty in showing them that thoir interests are. hound up with his 
support of the popular cause is manifestly lukewarm, hut they have to seen. tp 
aad, for fear it should be plain to ove 1 thoy: will he forced to follow, 
oi ent which lod to the foundation of, th mal Bank was ominally 
Ted by some of the principal merchants, whose motives aro how ovident, 1 hoy desired 
to obi Govermuont of Tire sums: oweil thesn, and, falling 
hoped to obtain the necessary. funds by populiy subseription.. lit, 
witli i Tew excep hie people nefiese to sitiseribe until they receive w sitistacta 
Buanintes hat the Tsuik will Us svorking institution, and that the money will 
expended for the purposes openly avowed, AL pre 
prospect tae diy fans avasviinity ; 
The Shah is anxious to obtain money at any cost, Without it he remains at the 
money of the Assembly, for unless the troaps aro paid he canuol expect them to oluy 


(7a1] 2B 


there seems only’ a slight 
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¢ the Sultan, he hus no religious prestige, and no national tradition 

sunctifies his right to the Orown, With money he might have foree sufficient to put 
down opposition ; without it he is helpless. He is said to be prepared to pawn the 
own jewels and to advance dhe ler of the store of gold left by previous 
Sovereigns. ‘These proposals have been made to the promoters of the National Bank 
an(| to the representative of the ‘Vehiran. He is credited with the desire to 
rthrow the Assembly by gentle means, failiu bility of using force, It is 
believed that he hopes to effect this object throug! vence of the Amin-es-Sultan, 
and M, Naus, who still delays his departure aud is o¢ received at the Palace, 
is supposed to be his trusted advi 

How far the Russian [a using fits influence to encourage the Shah in this 

Agents are numerous, and their Inguage may be 
6 coustantly with the Shab, and bears messages to and 
ogation, A Russian doctor his been appointed to the Shah's person, and 
frequently sos Tis Majesty, ‘The Russian Bank has the influence resulting from its 
senierons 4 mor years, Ido not believe that any definite promise 
tinea iid intervention, Unless England co-operates, it. would be 
dangerous for Russi anie the sole responsibility and incur the undivided odium, 
"Yo judge by the gon :, the policy which recommends itself to 
the Shah is to spread rumours as to the general insecurity of life and property resulting 
from the destruction of the tie power; to play with the Assembly ; to refuse to 
iroat it seriously or to assist it in the work of legislation and reform; to eall attention 
to its general incompetence; to intimidate or cajole: its prominent Members ; to kee} 
touch with adherouts of every. party} to play on thoir cupidities and enmities, a 
finally to emerge as the solo stable element in the country. 

‘Pho rumonss as to the goneral insecurity of the es partly trie, and the 
Government is: doing its est to make thom so. Tn every province there is a separate 
sand independent Assembly, whiclidoes much what it likes. But such authorities aro 
ho more wnjust or arbitrary than the Governors were under the olds ‘They 
form « sort of school of popular fndependence, and 1 much doubt whether there is 
more lawlessiness GF op i in Tspahan 
thors appears to bo an onthredk of Musgilnian fanaticism, owing to the pred 
of the priestly elemont, 

1 resume the popular impros sitnation than in the 
Works of the Prosideat of the Assembly which hie recently usedl to 1 

“Wo huve*many fants, but the people believe in us 
Suppressed. We want to. work with tho Shahi and_ we 
Consents, we shall sive the country toxet 
tus ni, if he does, ih will be the 

Applications for British. help or sympathy have now esnsed’ to 
published ramon ns to an inderstanding with Russia havo thrown the Persiuns upon 
thomsélyes; they have no hope of foreign assistance, but rather believe that the two 
xtvat neighbouring Knipires have at last agrved to divide Persia between them, Tt 

tome that this songe of wbandonment hits rathor increased than diminished the 
continent of libert is still to whethor the sentiment js strong enough to 
stand fire, However this: may now clement has appeared in 
Porsian life, of which the Shah and the Court and the chief priests, who have so long 
oxploitod the conntry withont opposition, are ly afraid 5 and, wheth or 

swomis to Ve Delioved hor that, if thy 

pencil, and act as if nothing las happened at all, they are preparing for themselves 
a mde awakening, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signod) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(18442) 


duyétler to Sir Kaivosit Grey —(Reesived Many 13.) 
(No, 
shy Tehrwn, April 26, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit Norewitl, an interesting Memorandum drawn 
up by Mn Churchill, on the proceedings of the Madjliss during the last month, 
Tt will be observed that the Assembly passed two important Bills, one with regard 
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to the reform of taxation, and another a provincial Ordinance regilating the Town. 
Councils and Local Government. 

Most of the time of the Honse was taken up by general discussions of national 
grievances, Russian acts of aggression, and the’ misdeeds of Ministers, The 
impression prevails that the Minister delibortely neglect and opposo the Assembly, 
and prevent it from doing useful and practical work ; but there is no doubt 
that it acts as a very powerful deterrent, and that the Government is much 
afraid of it, 

One of the principal Mujteheds, Seyed Abdullah, who is the most intelligent 
among them, appears to have been gained over by’ the Government; but Seyed 
Mohammed, the most influential of all, still appears to be faithful to the popular 
cause, 

T venture to ask your particular attention to the language used in yesterday's 
meeting, ‘There appears to he no doubt as to the provocative attitude of the Russian 
Consul at ‘Tabreoz, or about the deep impression which it has made on the Assembly. 
The Assembly feels its growing weakness, and is convineed that the Government is 
seeking foreign intervention, 

T hinve, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICR, 


Tnclosure in No. 181, 
Summary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly from March 80 to April 28, 1907. 


Saturday March 30.—Complaints were mado against the Kavameul-Mulk (de facto 
Governor of Fars) for obstructing the clections at Shiraz. 

‘The question of the sile of women to the Turkomans was again brought up, and 
it was decided to futerpellate the Minister of the Interior on’ tho subject on tho 
2nd April. 

ious _of the Finance Comuitter with respect to reform were to. be 
subi the Shah for approval, having been agreed to by a majority in the 


ipality Regulations were read for x second time, 

‘The Minister of Finance was to be asked to attend at the House in order to be 
interpellated respecting the Cus iskedl to attend 
with Malek-ot-Tujjar on the 1st April. 

Sunday March $1,—The National Bank proposals were discussed, and it transpired 
that the contract with the Government hind not be ed by the Shah, and that the 
Government did not agree to it. A abreez Deputy made an eloquent. speech, 
dwelling upon tlie a ‘ Hank, and criticizing the Govorament 
for stant ot Shortly afterwards the Minister of Finance 

seat, was told that his prosenee had been 
aus had aio! in reality buen dismissed, Tn 
ite stated that, he was 


ni employés in the work of inspection, ‘The Minister of Finance agreed 
to this, but suid that proper Inspectors should be engaged as well, and it was decided 
to instruct the Persian Legation in London to engage two Inspectors in $ 
Switzerland, and two in Denmark. Saai-ed-Dowleh spoke at great length respecting 
Me Naus, and] sid that. he had sont eeports of Ins enrver to all the foreign Lagations 
with the object of proving that he had reudered great services to the country, and 
consequently indirvetly accusing the nation of injustice to him. He proposed that a 
Committee be formed, consisting of two Mombers of the Belgian Legation, and two 
s clioson from otlicr Lagations, to investigate with a Committes of Merchants 
to the cause of the nation’s grievances tM. Naus, ‘Whe Minister 
inane deprecated such a step, and asked for time, Sand-ed-Dowloh then sai 
tM. Layers, who hud heen dismissed with M. Naus, lind volunteered to giv 
dence axainst his former Chief; that M, Naus had paid ‘him a lange sum of money 
to leave the country, whieh lie had done, but that hie sould be reealled ftw 
‘The Finance Minister said ho would look at M, Lavers’ contract, and, if po 
recall him, One of the Deputies questioued the Finuuce Minister as to the delay in 
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signing the oun contract, and further asked whether the rumour was correct that the 
Government was in favour of a foreign as against an internal loan. The Finance 
Minister cleverly evaded both questions. . 

Monday, April 1—A special sitting was held, to which the Minister of Justice 
had heen invited to bring Malek-ct-Tujjar, who is accused of frauds in connection 
with Company promoting, A species of formal impeachment was gone through, and 
the principal charge was of his living illegally trausferced the Concession for the 
Astara~Ardcbil road to the Tussians. “The accused was obliged to sit in the contre of 
the room w! unsel for tlie prosecution opened the case against him in an 
admirable address, lasting nearly two hours, in which lie exposed the career of fraud 
amd dishonesty of the accused. Me read a number of incriminating documents, 
including the t transferring the roail to the Russians, which had been legalized 
at the Russian Lege described as au entirely irregular proce 
Alter the foi n delivered, it was decided to transfer the « 

Sclect Com: It should be observed thal the 
oxpress desire of the Sha. 

Tuesday, April 2.—The Ministers of Justice and of the Taterior, as well as the 
Chief of Police, were present. In answer to questions, the Minister of Ju 
outlined the measures he was taking with the obje his Administration, 
In the course of the debate, Sand-ed ament had made 
ho attempt to defend their Representati jultan, when the: 
people demanded his dismissal, Had the Minister of the Interior attended the 
Unbates ho might havo porhaps been able to adduc Casts which cere ee averted 
his fall. Tt was the duty of Ministers to attend the debates and take part in. the 
proceedings, In commenting upon the specch of the Minister of Justice, le observed 
that the only way to reform justice was to suppress bribery. ‘The Minister of the 
Interior was then questioned regarding the Assef-el-Dowleh, Inte Governor of 
Khorasan, who had been accused of complicity in the sale of women to the Turko- 
mans. Documents were read with the object of shielding Assef-ed-Dowleh and laying 
the blame upon the Governors of Boujrurdt aud Kuchas, who hud espec 
fined by the Shah 20,000 tomans and 15,000 tomans, Exception was immediatel 
taken to this proeceding, and a formal trial was insisted upon, "Che Mujtehed 
Abdullah, who entered the House at this juncture, feigned to be astoni 

d-Dowleh was not present, and referred to him as" that accursed dog. 

lor of Tusticg whispercd something to the Mujtehed, who lost his temper, and 
eventually eyed Mohamme el to inter Discuss 

estate of the town, ‘The Minis disorder with 
‘ory difficult to. deal, Som used the Ministers 
isropresenting mattors to th ‘uti orders to the Assembly, 
Abul Hassan Assembly iad at Ii progress and the welfare 
Of the count of the Ministers by self-interest. and 
despotisin, f the Luterior at ¢ disorganization of the 
country to the want of money, ‘The. soin iah's arms at Tabreez was not 
discussed, though the Tubre communication with the 
Enjumen on the subje 

Saturday, April 6.—A paper Was ro 
collection of revenue, containing instruct: 
appointed to cary out the reform a list of the officers appointed, 
their salaries and travelling exp ‘clegraph Administration was then 

it was generally age shoulid not continue to be farmed as 


A letter from some students was then reid reganting the appointment of 

Hashmat-l-Mulk as Governor of Seistan and ch it wa 

(1) Hashmat-nl-Mulk is going to Kain to ruin his Malt:heotlier, Shaul 

(2) that ho was about. to pay the Goverment 130,000 tomans. for 

Whereas the revene of those provinces is only 80,000 tomans a-year; (3) that tl 
amount is borrowed from the Russi Bank oniler the antes of the Russian 
Minister, \ loiter in support of this was rend from amerehint, After some debate 
it was decided that the Hashme Mulk tmust be detained until the charge had 
teen investi avand the Minister of the Interior was to be Tuterpellated on the 
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pointing out that if the Assembly had to try all persons who had held Government offices 
they would have their hands full, as most of them had betrayed the interests confided 
to them. He said if one was punished they should all be punished. If Ain-ed- 
Dowleh was to be put under examination, so should Amin-es-Sultan, who was the 
greatest traitor of all, and whose proper title was ““Khain-es-Sultan” (ie., tho King’s 
traitor), and who nevertheless returning to Persia. A murmur of approval passod 
round the House as the speaker concluded. 

‘The Assembly drew up a Bill condemning Government officials to dismissal, loss 
of allowances, and punishment, in the ease of their conviction of receiving or giving 
bribes. The document was submitted to the Shah for pproval. 

Sunday, April 7—The question as to whether an offi should be allowed to hold. 
two Government offices was raised, directed apparently against the Minister of 
‘Telegraphs, who is also Governor of Ghilan, a man who ‘has the reputation of being 
exceedingly reaction: During the course of the debate one of the Deputies 
suggested following European examples in this respect, which immediately drow a 
protest from the Mujtehed Seyed Abdullah, who deprecated imitating European. 
methods, and asserted that the Koran was. good enough for them. Some of the 
Deputies observed that they were not discussing religious, but political matters, and if 
the Koran were in reality sufficient, how was it that Mo: lem countries were so far 
behind Europe? After Some debate it was decided to writer to the For Minister 
asking why Russo-British intervention was not invoked in the Turko-Persian 
frontier dispute, and making other inquiries respecting the matter, ‘hree Bills 
drawn up by the Assembly were at this period in the Shah’s hands for approval: 
(1) proposing reform of taxation ; (2) respecting bribery; and (3) prohibiting. the 
Appointment of one person to two Government offices, 

Tuesday, April 9.—The two Mujteheds, Seyed Abdullah and Seyed Mohammed, 
who were present as usual, protested against the formation of certain local assomb 
at Tehran, including a brotherhood which, in the name of Islam, systematically 
persecuted and robbed the people. It was decided to address a letter to the Mi iter 
of the Interior, strongly urging the necessity of maintaining order in the town. 
A representative of the Princes read an address which had been d livered the previous 
day at the Princes’ Assembly which had just been formed, It dilated on the patriotic 
deeds of the Kajar Princes, A number rams were received by the Assembly 
for transmission to the Shah, protesting against the appointment of Hashmat-ul-Mulke 
to the Governorship of Seistan and Kain, 

Thursday, Aprit L attendance of Deputies smaller than usual. Only 

of the Mujteheds was present, and none of the Tabreos Members attended, ‘The 

wipality Bill was read for a second time. When the President was about to 

e the House at about 8 p.at. a number of the spectators endeavoured to prevent: 

his departure, and demanded an explanation as to the absence of the ‘abreen 

Members, which, he stated, he was unable to It was thought that they 

ubsented themselves on account of the obstruction caused by Seyed Abdullah on the 
7th instant. 

Saturday, April 1 z Members took their seats 
the second reading of the Provincial Asset 


‘hen regarding the 

the people who sold their ornaments 

it would scem that nothing will come of it; and 
ae 

















Envelli had prevented him from landing, and had only allowed kim to do so after 

ing permission from the Tehran 2 
inquiries regarding his whereabouts, and it 
confidently trusts that Amin-es-Sultan 
revert to the old rézime. | 
mblance to Amin-« 


plans laid by the new highiy reactionary 
Mujtehed left for Teliran with a large following, while another party of his adherents 
Ieft the town and camped outside. 
not serious, though an attempt was made to dra in the Russian and British Consulates, 
‘The movement in Resht has somewhat of a revolutionary tendency, and has consequently 
interfered with the silk and other trades. ‘The peasants show an inclination to refuse to 
continue paying their landlords’ rent. A number of them took refuge in a mosque 
with the object of evading their obligations, Wh 
Tehran a rumour was spread that he had rece 
Russians to oppose the constitutional movement in Ghilan, 

A strike occurred at Baku among the si 
paralyzed the service fora time. ‘The mails were brought to Persia in steamers manned 
by Russian blugjackets, but travellers were not taken, ‘The boatmen at Bnzelli subse- 
quently struck in sympathy. 


‘The Shah has constantly made 
qeucrally believed that His Majesty. 
find means to overthrow th 

is reported thal a Persian gentleman who bore a slight 
and severely wounded on arriving by train 
is not popular with the masses, who 
for, as they put it, selling the country to the Russians. ‘The new 
Il of abusive and even threatening language towards him, He is due to-day 








Assembly and 





ultan was shot 





cannot forgive hin 

























e 20th ultimo information was received by the local Assembly that a large 

nent of arms had been concealed among the Shah’s effects, which were ju 

wedintely sent to bring back the caravan, 
mwere found and seized by the Assembly, 





complaint by the Russian Minister for alleged hostility to Russian interests, but_on 
Appears to have been unfounded, 

ssionary at Resht, who showed too much zeal, found it convenient 
to absent himself from his sphere of act 


about to start for 
‘and about ninety cases of arms and ammunit 
A day or two later the Russian Gonsul-General wrote to the Governor demanding by 
ized, who was in charge of the affairs of 

ind what guarantee could be given for the safety of Russian properts 
h Mr. Wratislaw, he said that if a satisfactory reply was 
ould inform his Legation that, as complete anarchy reigned in the province, he could 
no longer he answerable for th 





investigation the char, 
An American n 









whose authority the Shah's arms had been 





‘conversation wi 








lives and propert, 
1 did not call for'n special 
jects who, as well as all other forcizn subjects, were perfectly safe. 
‘apparently ran high in this co 


f Russian subjects. 

arantee for Russian su 
Public feeling 
tt of Russian g 





Major Sykes writes on the 27th 
Vizier arrived at Meshed, the Rm 
F the murderers of ¢ 
2,000. C 












nection, amd a general ho 
Pelegraphinge on the 10th instant, Mr, Wratislaw did not anticipate any 
nstant a disturbance broke ont owing to 

losed for two days. ‘The prineipal 





seized and execated, 
destroy the town. Qne of the S 
left with ten Russian Cossacks for the scene of the murder. ‘The mollahs of Meshed 
approved of the murder, and threatened to wipe out the Russi 
action were taken at Sabzevar, Fitte 
Russians from ‘Parbats 

On the 20th March Major Sykes wrote 


danger to foreign snbjects, On the 1th 
dissensions among the clergy, and. the bazaars wer 
mollal endeavoured to eject a radical mollal from the town, but was eventually himself 

j appeared armed in the streets, but fortunately no 








Partisans of both sid 
ineident occurred, 








Hayderi, 





published at ‘Tabreez, was apy 


aarently edited by 
‘atime; ut he was eventual 


ed to give up the 
ional articles attacking 
The Russian Consul-Genes 
es in his empty 
od that the French 





Consulate Mivaas fu 
deference to public opini 
sh, and atlompti 
insluced his French coll 
stable, and though M. Nicolas eauld no 
would! probably announce that the Frenely Consul h 
for his protection. 











ig to whitewash the 
ip ten of his new Cossack lo 
1 out of it, he reali: 








Tead to an attack on the Tissian Consulate-General: here, tu whi 
would be unpleasant, as our force would he 
enil this Consulate-Generaly 











“The increase 
I indignation inthe town 





the Cosstek guard 
whieh has been aggravated by 

attempt to interfere in the customshouse question. His vague threats of what he would 
emiployds did no 

against everything Russian is 
tho recent publication i 


A leading Meshed Mujtehed receiv: 
in order to rei 


General caused 
¥y Russian colleague's 








with the local Ass 








sequently invaded by a mob who thi 

© prohibited. A. prone 

davis," or members of a sceret society, who covered him with 

revolvers and made hit recant, "Tho men first tore open th 
red cords of their order, 






wheat to Russia wes 
surrounded by five « 

















Tt has been well known to His Maj 
Mufnkher-ed-Dowleh was prietieally 
letter referred to 
did not lose time i appoin 


ijesty's Legation for a long time that Haji 
hie copies of the 
lated at ‘Yeliran, and the Persian Foreign Office 
ws another Kargnzar, 

















rumours, if eventually proved to be untrue, can probably be traced to the Zilse ‘Sultan, 
who has not lost all hope of returning to Ispahan, ‘The Russian Consular guard 
has been increased to fifteen men. Agha Nojeti is said to have reecived a letter from 
Tehran saying that there iva scheme on toot for enticing him to Tehran and putting 


feveral_ antagonist 
eonneetion with the local Assembly, wud auch cont 
and counter-demonstrations by the rival factions, 





of the month in 
ised by demoustrations 
whieh no doubt entirely suited the 
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Governor of the province, ‘The leading 





‘The disagreement apparently still continues, but is 







en the leading Mujtehed left Resht for 
ed a large sum of money from the 












lors of the Baku-Enzelli line, syhich 









sty’s Viee-Consul at Resht, was made the object of x serious 











'y for a time, and has come to ‘Pehran, 








Meshed, 











larch that, as soon as the new Governor-General’s 
n First Munshi called on him to inform him from 
e Russian subject at Sabzevar were not speedily 
sacks wonkd be sent there from Askhabad who would 
retaries of the Consulate-General had in the meantime 













ns at Meshed if strong 
‘© subsequently sent by the 





more Cossucks 
















var 
cndship of Great 
esteil that T should be addressed 
evar might 
I ease our posit 

sufficient to hely M. de Klemme adequately 

















a bribe from « merchant to use lis influence 
| thelr opposition tthe export hy hin of 
Russia. {le was, however, unsuecessful, and his house was 
ed to pull iL dowa unless the export of 

who spoke ayainst the Assembly was 




















shirts showing the 









Cexrgat aNp Easreny Pinsta, 








Tspahan. 









ct has been brutally done to 
ultanch is powerless to deal with the situtation, Sueh 




























116 


Yesd. 


A man who is strongly suspected of having murdered the Parsee, Parviz Shabjehan, 
has taken refuge ina mosque, and is being fed by the people, who have no idea of 
allowing him to be tried and punished if found guilty. ‘The Governor is reported to he 
powerless. A Special Commissioner has heen sent to Yea from Tehran with a force of 
Persian Cossacks, but cannot haye arrived yet. ‘The principal Mujteheds at Tehran 
have urged their colleagues nt Yezd to see that justice is done in this matter. In the 
meantime the Parsee community at Yerd appreliend danger. 
















Kashan, 


A movement has been started against the Jewish community, whieh includes one 
British subject. ‘They have all taken refuge at the British tclegeaph office, and have 
sent telegrams to His Majesty's Minister praying for protection, and representations are 
being made accordingly. 





Seistan, 
At the end of March the Persian telegraph employés on the Seistan-Meshed line 
Atruck and refused to connect at Kain, ‘Tho result was that His Majesty’s Consul was 
‘bliged to send a Horseman to Robat with a telegram on the 28th, which reached th 
Hegation on the Bist Murch, ‘he Russian Consul kindly offered to place his telegraph 
office at the disposal of His Majesty's Consul, 








Kerman, 





., His Majesty's Consul, in commenting on he appointment of Prince Farm: 

Furma’s son to the post of Governor-General of Kerman, stys, "The Nosteted-Dowlehs, 
who is 19 yours of age, begins his Governorship with his hands pretty full. Bestd 
inrest in Baluchistan, whieh it ed promptly may tax the Persian Gover 
itsell to allay, he has to wheel into line to reealeitiant Chiefs of Rodbar, whi 
practically taken the district and chased the local Governor out of Diss re 


reported “in he Kerman local Assembly, especially in respect to the elections. tor 
*Peliran, 











Sovrimey Pensta, 
Shiraz, 


Kayam-ul-Mulk, who is de facto Governor of Kars, has the reputation of being 
Hogue with the Shah to suppress or retard the popular movement in that_pro 
{t voy reported in ‘Tehran that the Chief of the important tribe of Kashyais had, ac 
the Kavan's instigation, oflered the services of 20,000 of his horsemen to the Shah for 
the purpose of suppressing: the movement in ‘Tehran, 

Mhe local Assembly continues to oppose the provineial authorities, and on the 
Hird March the Kavam’s son, Salarea-Sultan, wrote to Mr. Grahame that they could 
no longer restrain the populace, whose feelings were being worked upon by letters from 
the women of Tabrooz repronellinge them for inaction, 

On the 24th Mareh an attack was made on the Jewish quarter. ‘This incident is 
like e the emigration of Persian Jews, more than seveuty families of whom 
hhaye loft Shima for Palestine within the last few montis, 

Several suiall robberies are reported on the Shiraz-Tspahan road, but the Bushire 
vod appears to be thirly sate, 

One of the clerks of the branch of the Imperial Bank, named Reed, is reported 
to have tured Mussuluian two years ago at Meshed, whore he contracted marries 
with o Mussulmua woman whom lie subsequently took to Shiraz. ‘The question le 
Titely been raised by thi autivarities, and it wits thought desirable that he hould le 
the ‘service of the bank aid the towir of Shi question as to whether | 
sontinnes to enjoy British protect whit complicated. He proposes to return 


Au Meshed with lis wife where they possess tlocks. 
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Bushire. 


‘The German liner “Assyria” passed on her homeward journey on the 7th March, 
and took a large cargo of raisins, gum, tobacco, carpets, and opium, 

‘The “ Savoia,” another ship, arrived on the 9th March and handed over 
1,000 cases of matches, glassvare, guns and aminunition, &e, ‘The arms were for the 
Persian Customs steamer * ” and the new Customs launches stationed at 
Bushire and Mohammerah, ‘The “Savoia” embarked 160 Turkish soldiers at Babrein 
for Bussorah, 

The Russian steamer “Euphrates,” which obstructed the quarantine doctor at 
Bunder Abbas at the instance of the Russian Consulate, subsequently landed passengers 
at Bussorah, although in quarantine, and is reported to have been made to undergo 
quarantine for a punitive period. 

‘The new Governor of Bushire having been pressed by the Customs authorities to 
undertake the suppression of the Khans of Bunder Rig and Rudhilleh north of Bushire, 
through whose ports contraband is believed to pass into the country, he asked for troops 
to be sent from Shiraz. The Khans in consequence have sent lengthy telegrams of 
complaint to the Central Government at 'Teliran, 

‘The local Assembly is quiet, but placards of an inflammatory character were being 
posted in the town and widely distributed at night during March, which somewhat 
disturbed the new Governor, A man, who subsequently. proved innocent of the eharge, 
was bastinadoed on suspicion of having distributed these placards, 

Telegraphic information was received on the 10th March from the official in charge 

telegraph station at Jask, tothe effect that 1,000 rifles had heen landed at Jagi 























of th 





80 miles east of Jask, on the night of the 7th’ March, from a large native vessel 
belonging to Shargah or Debai, and carrying some ty Alghans, who were met by 
others from Sadech. They are believed to have left in small boats from Muscat, but to 
have transhipped at some point on the Oman coast into the larger vessel, which manayed 
to clude the vigilance of His Majesty's ships, 





Lingah, 


‘The German steamer “Savoia” arrived at Lingah on the Sth March, and landed a 
cargo of about 1,500 cases of sugar, coffee, candles, haberdashery, &e, She subse- 
quently, left with a moderate cargo and twenty-five passengers for Bahrein and ten for 
Bushire. 





Bunder Abbas. 





‘The “Savoia” also landed a considerable eargo at this port, 

At the beginning of March the new Customs launch “Tehran.” proceeded to a 
plece in the vicinity of Bunder Abbas with the object of intercepting a earyo of rilles, 
tea, indigo, spices, and auiline dyes, which were reported to he on their way in contra: 








band. ‘The smugglers, however, were about thirty in number and armed, ‘They 
eventually were successful in getting the cargo away, and transported it into the interior 
on the backs of eighty camels which they had bought. 






Arabistan, 








h of 


The Bakhtiari Khans have been conducting negotiations with the SI 
Moliammerah over some outstanding matters, including the Governorship of Behbchan, 
The Khans acted with their usual want of good faith, but far from overreaching the 
Sheikh, have apparently got the worst of the bargain, 


‘The Shah’s brother, 


alali-ed-Dowleh, has, it is reported, been dismissed from the 
Governorship of Arabista 


and Serdar Mukarrem, the Governor of Luristan, has been 
appointed to succeed Although the dismissal of the Prinee was announced 
unofficially by the late Grand Vizier to the Tehran. Assembly, early. in March, it would 
appear that the Prince has no intention of giving up his post. It will be remembered 
that he married a daughter of the Vali of Pushti-Kuh, and he probably still looks to 
the support of his father-in-law, 

t7ay) 
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Mohammerah, 


| Seeretary of the Persian Eh 


smbassy at Constantinople has arrived at Mohammerah, 
by the Rus 


n steamer *Fuphrates.” Ife was deputed by the Embassy at the request 
of the Tehran Assembly to inake inquiries at Kerbela into the riots there last year, 
anil the punitive measures taken by the Turks, 

Haji Reiseet-Tjar, the Sheikh 
‘and, accorting to a report, rece 











has paid a visit to the Bakhtiari Khans, 

Lorimer, he has ineited the Khans to 
make further difficulties with respect to their engagements with the D'Arcy Oil 
Company, ‘Vhis ction on the part of Haji Reis, wlio had uot the reputation of being 
hostile to Rritish interests, is noteworthy should it prove to be correct, 











Westen Persia. 
Kermanshah, 


Writing on the subject of the riots of last March, His Majesty's Consul says:-— 

“Affairs in Kermanshah conti 
14th March, ‘The Governor: hiad 
heen informed. by His Majesty's Mi 
was slated by both sides with such 
authorities in Peliran must have: chans 
tired of waiting, the whole of the trad 






cil in much the same state of tension until the 

thiat a Commissioner would be sent, I had 
that no Commissioner would be sent, but it 
ity that T came to the conclusion that the 
1 their minds on the subject. On the 14th, 
s and employment of the town, down to the 
porlets, went into ‘hast in the telegraph office, oF pitched tents all round the roofs of the 
Nouses-of the Maidan in which the telegraph office stauds, even using the roofs of the 
palice where it abuts on the contral squuse, ‘Tie aristocratic party collected in the house 
ofa mollahs On {he 17th an order came from elirantfor the arrest of two leading members 
$f Uie iiristocratic party, who were to he turned out of the town or sent to Tehran, 
‘The two mien sumed got news of what vas happening and disappeared, . . On the 18th 
ismity Didlonging to tho people's porty Joft hiv house to goto the square, He had to pass 
‘lie house where the aristocrats were staying,where ie was received with hoots aud, 
ists said, stones, He rushed to the Maidin shouting that he was being killed, ‘The 
enple in the Maidan tumed out with sticks, and rushed to the mollah’s’ house, where 
thoy were mot with shots, istocratic patty thought they were heing attacked, 
td (he two missing men were probably to he found in their house, Firing continued 
il the morning, ut the shooting must Nave beon extremely: inaceurate, for only one man 
\wnw Killed intentionally, A small hoy was killed by a stray bullet, and two mon sre 
roported to have died of their wo 


Nine avi of April, His Majesty's Consul is 
tnider the impression that they are to relieve the four who had served until then, 

‘The new Governor of Kermanshih is a brother of the ex.Grand Vizier 
Dowleh, On the 16th instant he attended in person the first meeting of the newly 
formed local Assembly and offered them his congratulations, He promised to send an 
official representative’ to. subsequent Tut slid not keep his promise. ‘The 
Assornlily consequently wrote him of roceivinse a bribe from the party opposed 
to thom, ‘They added that their telegrams did not reach eliran, as the local Director of 
‘Telexraphs was a member of the aristocratic party, His Majesty's Consul says that 
further trouble is to be expected in the near future. ; 

Pringe Saltr-ed-Dowleh, mentioned above, is reported to have rebelled and to be 


hear Kermanshah with a larze following, 
(Sigued) G. P, CHURCHILL, 
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April 23, 1907. 





Suppleinent lo Tehran Monthly Summary. 


The Bakhtiuris, 





marniit te inttigines which hive been going on for some time past between the two 
families of the Chiefs have apparcutly come to a head. Tt is reported that Shujaca- 
Sultan, who is attached to the Shah st ‘Teliran, has succeeded in obtaining the 
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ascendency for his branch, and that his younger brother, who was Tibeggi, has now been 
raised to the title of Mhani, or Supreme Chief, held by his cousin, Semsam-es-Sultanch, 
and that another younger brother, Sarim-ul-Mulk, has become Mbeggi, It would seem 
that the elder branch has therefore been entirely supplanted by the younger, who are 
all sons of the late Imam Kuli Khan. 













Sullanatad, 





Reports lave reached his Majesty's Minister of disturbances at Sultanabad caused 
by the intrigues of a leading mollab, whom loth the Shah and the Assembly have 
endeavoured so far in vain fo dislodge. The tavaars were closed for a time, and the 
feeling at Sultanabad is that the situation must indeed be grave if their oppressor cannot 
be brought to justice, the mollah in question being generally disliked and feared. 
(Initialled) GPC. 





April 25, 1907. 
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Sir G. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13.) 


(No. 86.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 25, 190 
LIAVE tho te i of despateh whieh, T have received 
from, LietonantsCotonel Darualns, ) this Legation, with rogard to the 
nsfgnmoitt of arm ted hy the Persian Government 

























‘1L, SPRING-RIGE, 





inclosure 1 in No. 134, 





utenant-Colouel Douglas Wo Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 
Sir, Tehran 





April 23, 1907. 





T HAVE the hononr to transmit 4 shor’ Memorandum on the subject: of somo 
consignments of arms recently. ri 
tient. 


ived oF shortly expected by the Persian Govern 








Vfave, &e. 
Signeil) a, A. DOUGLAS, 
(Seve!) Military Attaché 


Telosure 2 in No, 134, 


Memorandum by Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas on some recent purchases of arms and 
Ammunition by the Persian Government, 





DURING the past year reference lias been made at various: times 10 
ments of arms and ammunition sent from Europe to the order of the Porsian Govern- 
ment. Of these one lot were honght in Austria, and were landed at Mohammeraly on 
the 12th June, 1906, where they were handed over to Messrs, Lynch Brothers to 
forward to Tehran. ‘The consigninent consisted of 2174 cases, of which 1,012 have 
now been delivered to the Government hero aro still on the road, Of the 
eases delivered, $03 contained rifles, exch case containing 12, making a total of 9,636; 
S16 held rifle ammunition, ad the remainder consisted of small mountain gung, with 
some equipment and ammunition, From the description given the rifles appear to be 
of the Werndl pattern, with which the greater portion of the Persian infantry is now 
armel. The total number purchased was probably 10,000. ‘The amount of ammunition 
‘whieh was shipped as 50 toms) woul! seom to Le 1,000,000 rounds, or 100 rounds per 











































































120 


Hille. No) particulars regarding the mountain guns have been obtained, but as the 
rifles aro of obsolete pattern he assumed that they are not modern’ guns; their 
number is reported to be 20, nate therefore the total of this consignment as— 


10,000 Werndl rifles. 
1,000,000 rounds of mminnnition for the above. 
20 small mountain guns, with a certain amount of ammunition, 


‘The second consignment was ordered by the late Shi 
1905. ‘The total number purchased (they liave uot yet, : 
given to me by the Minister for War, Was 48 uns and 20,000 rile 
On the 5th March 1,500 cases wore landed at Enzeli, where the 
contents of thuse are suid to be 
30 field guns. 
12 mountain guns 
3,800 sholls, 
256 boxes of “ Schneiderite ” powder. 


[vis roported that 1,500 more eases, containing rifles and ammunition, have been 
shipped to Bushire, but no news of their arrival lias yet been received 

‘Whe guns are apparently Creusot guns of a modern pattern, but the calibre is 
not known, 1 have buen ti ho Freuch Chargé d’Alfaires that the rifles arc 
those in-use in the French regular army, but an older pattern used by some of tleir 
colonial troops (possibly Gras), but another informant wlls me that they are 


Lebel rifles, 
(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, 
Miltary Attaché, 
Tehran, April 23, 1907. 





(15449) No, 135. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13.) 
(No. 89) 
Seo Tehran, April 26, 1907, 
TTAVE the honour to draw your special attention to tho in 
lias been forwarded to me by Licutenant-Colonol Douglas, Military. Ate 
Togztion, swith regard to tho inereaso of the Russian Consular guards in Persia. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Tnclosure in No 185, 


Liewtenant-Colonel Douglas to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 20.) 
Sin, Tehran, April 26, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to repost for your information, and for that of the War Office, 
that thy number of Russian troops at present employed as Consular guards in Persia te 
approximately as follows :-— 


4) Bunter Abas” 
Hsin 
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Tn March 1905 Testimated the total number at 62, so that during the Inst two 
years they have been nearly trebled, 

There are also abont 100 regular troops with the Frontier Commissioner. at 
Gumbad-i-Kabus; the Russian Agents at Kuchan and Daragez, havo usually afew 
Cossacks with them, and the engineers working on the Julfa-Tabreez toad are 
accompanied by a small escort of varying strength, but generally about twelve men, 
The total number of Russian troops employed as guards to officials in Persin cannot, 
therefore, he far short of 300. 
pias of tie Consulates have also @ faw of the Persian Cossack Brigade attached 
to ther 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. A, HOt 


Military Attaché, 





(15451) 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Eitnard Grey.—(Received May 13 
(No. 91.) he? eal ee) 
Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1907, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 78 of the 5th instant, T hive the honour’ to 
state that T called to-day on the Shuj Bakhtiari Chief, who has been 
attached to the Shah for seven years s Bakhtiari G 
me that the 
in place of 

nform Captain Lorimer, Mis Maj Consul at 
fons in connection with the 1 dicate and 
ried ou with his brother instead of with in. 

Te expressed the most friendly sentiments, but said that a now contract would be 
required to be made out in Mr. D'Arey's name; that ho himself had personal claims, as 
the borings were being made in his lind, and that the Government demanded tho right 
to be consulted, 

id that would inform Captain Lorimor, but observed that so, many changes 
had been made recently in the original contract, which had een repudiated again and 
again, that 1 did not think much would ho gained hy reopening the question, 

The Meftah-es-Sultanch, Head of tho Wnglish Dopartmont at. the Roreign Oflico, 
has informed me that the Government insisted! on its right to renew the contract. He 
has received from the Shah the right to 300L, ont of tho 1,000k paid by the Oil 
Syndicate to the Persian Government, half of which was paid to the Aln-ed-Dowleh. 

1 will, of course, deny the right elaimod by the Government, but | anticipate some 
troublesome nogotiations, as the Shuja-es-Sultan is strongly. protected by the Shih (at 
Whose request he is bringing up 200 Bakhtiaris to Tehran), and his language appears 
tome to be decidedly threatening, 

‘The negotiations, if any take place, will be conducted by Captain Lorimer on the 
Spot. Should the Company desire that negotiations should be reopencd here, | hog to 
state that it would be wise to appoint a Persian like M. Nitabji with strict instructions, 

‘The Shuja-es-Sultan made no detailed proposals himself, but expressed. thie hope 
that Captain Lorimer would arrange matters with his brother, My personal opinion is 
that the Legation should only be invoked as a last resource, 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIGE. 





(15493) No, 187. 


Sir F, Lascelles to Sir Hdiard Grey.—{Received May 13.) 
(No. 190.) 
Sir, Berlin, May 6, 1907. 
peared in the *Studard” in rogard to the newly-established 
e effect that the dirctor, Horr Gitinaun, fia hoon recalled hatore 
ed, but tat the work of developing the hank is: proceeding with as 
eraelercne before, but with greater secrecy a 
Ww 2 
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The “National Zeitung” takes exception to this statement, and calls attention to 
the announcement in the '"Riluische Zeitung,” where it is stated that Herr Gutmann 
has re and that so far from is ings being undertaken 















nisters at Tehran by the 
ts to the Persian is. Tt is further stated 
1 Sir ©. Spring-Riee and Mr. Hartvig, clearly 
commercial objects aimed at by the German 


T have, &. 
(Signed) FRANK ©, LASCELLES. 


that Herr Gutmann 
and openly laid ef 
Bank. 

















(16497) No. 135. 





PF, Laycelles to Sir Edivnrd Grey.—(Reeeived May 13.) 
(No. 19) 
Sir, Berlin, May 7, 1907. 
I MAVE the honour to roport that the “Reichs-Anzeiger” publi 
Renter's tolexram sivings the text of the \greemient couchided between 
Persia for the establishment of a Genin bank at Tehran, and signed at that e 
on the Ist duly, 1906, 
Although published in the “ Reiels-Anz 
officially, but itmay be presumed tht the t 




















the anno 
is in all probabili 
Thave, &. 

(Signed) FRANK ©. LASCELLES, 


cement is not made 
correct, 






Tnelosure in No. 138, 


Extract from the * Reichseclnseiger,” dated May 7, 1907. 





ARMOLE 1 ‘the ( 

uit permission for the 

Aun capitalists: seeon 

Net, ST thie ove 

thi right granted to 

tHe statutes of the 
(io) 





nent of THis 
io of a Dank in Persia to any 
puonideil to then by the 

tut the fmpe 
hei by this Apreer 
ik sia ort the subject of 
wit on the one: Hand anil thi 
‘tative of the fonniders of the hawk on the otficr hind. 

Shon necessary stops apt have heen taken within a year from date of 
siiguature of this mont, ib stall be ryarded as null and void, 





ki undertake to 
rian bank or group of 
‘nan Legation at Tehin 


















of 
Concession and 
nent between the Imperial 

ation at Tehran or a 




















(15481) No. 139, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Eiiearil Grey.—(Received May 13.) 
(No. 218.) 
Sin, St, Petersiuryh, May 6, 1907. 
rl from Count Henekendori! 
iss Government that the Russian Dauk 
Por 1 Hho Hashmat-nl-Mulk a certain sun. of money to en 
thin iy vif Kain. Me eontd as that this was the first 
Ainve hes Fad heed of the mation, and that M. de Haris. hiad made no allusion to it in 
any of his communications. He liad inquired of the Ministry of Finance shorher 
u 4 Department in regard ta the report, and as soon as he 
hall recived a roply: he would let me knov, 
Tint AT was porfectly sure 
an arnngene chat first silt haul) seome 
vith our understanding th 
report. Tt woulil, howeve 
be shown that there vw 
































iat he would not have sanctioned such 
to me to be so little in accordance 
in regard to the accu 
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the Russian Bank, to encox 
he was convinced that th 
such proceedin: 


e projects of the nature reported. M, Tsvolsky said that 
ster of Finance himself would never knowingly permit 
avait the information whieh le had requested: 


Thiave, & 
ned) . NICOLSON. 




















[15483] No. 140. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13.) 

(No. 250.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, May 7, 190 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of a letter which Thaye 
from the ian in reand to his future, and his desize to obtain assur 
ut that they will accord to hin their good offices. I 
haye received by now a communication from the Russian Minister at Tehran, 
ud I propose simply to acknowledge the receipt of His Highness’ letter ina friendly 
nil fo, inform we Russian Government have sont instructions 10 
rtwvix in Fegurd to his alfa 





































Thave, é 


(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 










Tuclosure in No, 140, 


Zil-es-Sultan to Sir A. Nicolson. 


















Dear Sir Arthur Nicolson, ‘Tehran, April 1G, 1907, 

T SEIZE this opportunity to express to your Bxcollency my loartfelt. gratitude 
for the steps you have et to my’ al the St. Petershargh Poroign 
Office, and for the promise you lave procured Russian Government of their 





finirs 
get this act of Kindness on y 
ness 10 me when you represeuted His 








s parl, 
saty's Cov 













hinges have ooeurted av ‘ty fo the Tobran of 
T would abuse your tin 
and) 1 therefore restrict; mgsolt 10 
wry, butof course Si 
re ot Hess Fully, 
My houseliold has tow 
property have greatly increased, The 
‘Tho estates: whieh be 
ss with 150,000. inhabit 
niry, thore oes not pp 
t Your Excellency will continue, as in the past, ot to 
mie, ani y able assistanc iterests, 
The assurance which your E xave me, which was written in Porsian 
by Mr. Churchill, aud, was subsequently: renewed by your st it M, Durand 
A. Harding, and Sir C, Spring-t 
t, and Tam sure that, when tecessary 
in view of the special frioudship which you enj 
mu will continue to koop ui 
es of tlie Itussiay Gove 
rit, T would 
eounter to-thieir 
respec i 
Pies 
Excellens 











aging tat. (le conditions ari i 
Spriiw-lticn has reported upon the 












vast proportions, My descendants: and 
/10 persons who are attached to 
aid! to any child 

In view of the 


























scessors 
Passi 
Dub at the same time, 
Court, Ehope that 
Wi mie 10 tie good 
allucinews Iuavinng really inerensi 
should reasaie tient that 1 will sot 
fab tlie susie tine V shoul like ass 




















ind reeornn 




















tittide towards me, 
 sidlations to Lady Nivolsou, and let mie have news of your 
‘iwlson’s health, 
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(15457) No. 141. 


Lord Acton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13.) 
(Xo. 101) HEA nae) 
Sir, The Hague, May 8, 1907. 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 91 of the 22nd ultimo Tharethe honour 
to report that T earn that MM, ter Meulen and Gratam Duteh house ther 
mentioned as recently established in Persia, are a Com tered in Amsterdan 
under the mane of * Commanditaire Vennootschap Handelsvereenizing Hollen Derse 
ter Meulen, Gratama and Co.” [tis financed by three Dutch merchants of Amsterdam, 
‘Phe capital amounts to about 7,001, and is about to be increased, ‘The home business 
is managed by MM. Boasson and Van Overzce, of Amsterdam, ‘The principal members 
of the firm are MM. P, P, ter Meulen and H.S, Gratama Jzoon. M. ter Meulen 
‘ins heen trading in Persia for amany years, but M. 
there, having been engaged previously in a banking business at Amsterdam. 
Majesty's Consul at Amsterdam informs me that all the persons concerned 
enterprise are of good business repute, 1 understand that the firm is entirely Dutch. in 
its composition; that, although the eapital is small, it can be increased loeally without 
much dificulty, and that the objects are wholly of a commercial choracter, I am 
Unable to obtain any information tending to connect the operations of this Company 
with the irrigation projets referred to in your despatch No, 1! of the Sant 
February Inst 

‘The notarial deed in virtue of whieh the Company was constituted was presumably: 
Aleposited ith the Arrondissement Court at Anisterdatn, and, allhoush the Stata 
sleeping partnerships are not published, like those of ordinary Companies, in the * Offeigl 
Gazette,” yet w copy of the deed is, 1 understand, obtainable upon application, 1 
Santure to lloubt, Noweever, wliether {could well take stepstn procure a eopy without 
oxeiting curiosity, 

he interest recently avakened in_ this counte 
Felleeted in the pamphlei entitled “ Nederland en Perzié,” of whieh 
‘This publication, which is from the pen of a Dutehinan who ae 
General in Amsterdam, deals in considerable detail both igation project of 
Min Roxen, mentioned in your despateh No. £1 aforesaid, and with the Company 
which for subject of the present despate, and 1 have therefore caused. th 
Accompanying précis to be made of the more important passazes of the work, The 
figures given theroin in regard to the capital of ‘Ter Meulon and Gratama are based. og 
less'recent information thin thos given above, 

1 will be seen that the writer enlarges upon the importance which may acerue to a 
Hutch house at Aliviz in the event of the Karun works being executed i ae e 
With the plans drawn up by M. van Rogen, Site oe 






















the 





































for eeonor 





Ventures in Persia is 




















_— Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) "ACTON. 


— 


Inclosure in No. 141, 








Précis of « Pamphlet inttied Nederland en Persié.” published by MJ. P. Nord-Thomaon 
Consul: General'of Persia at Amatenivne en 








REFERENCE is made to a Report received by the Netherland Foreign Off 
1904 trom M. Knobel, then Minister: Resident nnd Consid-General in Persie rowing 
A Journey made by hin in company with M.D. Ta Graadt van Rowse a 
entre Wy the 0 rsian Government with a Miss Te 
Shuster, Ahwaz, Molammerah, Bussorah, Balad, Kermanshiat, Hamads 
Htausbad, at the conclusion of which Report M, Knobel writes sn? unudan, and 


















“XN time will come wh 
esil from its isolation, 
(F comveyiin 
pre 





N tlie territory Hetween the Casp 
on. Mines will be opened, agriculture will be developed, means 
will be coustructed, Wither the rocky soil will verify the bold 
ligtions roginting ily wealth whiell were uttered in Pitst, and are still uttered, 
SVN remains tudisedsedd here. So. much is “curtain that the necessary elements fer 
prosperity and commerce are present ‘ 





m Sea and the Gulf will 
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“With the existing difficulty to fix the time of improvement even approximately, 

T venture to suggest that the time, trouble, and energy which the Netherland merchant 

may have to spare should be utilized for new paths in the regions around Persia, where 

‘& promising basis already exists which will be serviceable, as soon as new life reigns on 

the ruins of old Persia, to give a youthful existence to the economic relations between 
a on the one hand and the Netherlands and her colonies on the other.” 

















After review 
writer proceeds :— 


“The changed conditions mentioned in the commercial review recorded here have 
nly heen the cause of the establishment of the ‘Handelsvercenising Holland- 

‘Ter Menten, Gratama and Co.,’ capital 180,000 florins, haying for its object to 
carry on trade with Persia and thereby {0 recommence commercial relntions between 
the Netherlands and Persia, M.H, P. ter Meulen has been established in Persia for 
yea 





ig the respective volumes of trade with Persia of various countries, the 











“Will this naturally weak attempt be sufficient to cause commercial relations to 
revive in the country where the Anglo-Dutch firm of JJ. ©, P, Hotz and Son and the 
Dutch firm of Groeneweg, Dunlop and Co. decided to liquidate and another Dutch 
commission house was declared bankrupt ?”” 





Reference is nest made to an article written by M. A, Hotz regarding the irrigation 
works at Ahwaz and the influence which these will have on the economic development of 
the south-west provinees and about which M, Graadt yan Roggen, a Dutch engineer in 
Persian Government service, stated towards the close of 1905 that the irrigation and 
agricultural enterprise near Ahwaz in the Karan plain, of which he had presented a plan 
to the Shah and of which he estimated the cost at 1,000,000, may give. rise to 
important orders, in the Netherlands in the first place, and further in other European 
countries (Belgium, Germany, England, Russia, France, Switzerland, and North America), 
while the international staff would receive large amounts in salary, for which onesthind 
was put down for Hollanders. 

‘The writer then quotes the following words from an article by M, Grande van 


Rogyen— 
























«This intervention with the home affair of a foreign nation may appear strange at 
first sight—experience has taught that this intervention in Bastern affairs is favourably 
looked upon by the Governments concerned, And that a Government may act in the 

trial and commercial interests of the vation has been repeatedly shown by the 

or of Germany and by the King of Belgium, 

“ithe Government of a small, befriended, and peace-loving nation like that of the 

Netherlands, which stands above suspicion of striving for extension of power or of 

torritors, may exercise w favourable influence on tle Persian Government it theit 
tative is instructed to take the initiative to secure mutual cooperation bet 

‘outries. concerned with a view to carrying out a great work whieh may yivld si 

many advantages. 

that much tact and Knowledge of ‘adat* and character woul te 

intervention, and these characteristies are not possessed by officials 

whio have served everywhere but in the Bast, 






























In the conclusion of his article M. Graadt van Rogyen requested the Netherlan! 
Jovernment to appoint M. de Sturler to be Minister-Resident at Tehran, with, official 
instructions in order to— 





“1. Secure co-operation between the various Representatives of the countries 
interested in the Karun affair 

#2, ‘To convince the Shahi, and to get him to decide in principle to carry out th 
Karun works ; 
‘To atter 
works, or to indi 
early commiencene’ 





pt, if it should transp ssary, to obtain capital for these 
ate the way in whieh that object could be attained, in order that at 
may be made with these works." 











Sturler was appointed, but nothing vas become known of the instruct 
given him by the Netherland Government, 
Nothing has been heard of M, Graadt van Roggen other than that, in connection 
with the great work in question, he has undertaken a journey to America for purposes of 
741) 2k 






































of watervorks and bridges in Susiana in the south of the Empire. 

‘The Persian Government is apparently in earnest about the execution of the Dutch 
engineer's plan, 

‘The writer next discusses the Concession granted for the establishment of the 
Persian National Bank, the object and duties of this bank, and its relations to and 
support from the Persian Government, 

He then refers to M. ter Meulen’s business enterprise at Ahwaz, and expresses 
the Lope that when the so-called Karun road to Tehran will be ready M. ter Meulen 
will be able to compete seriously from Ahwaz with the ancient commercial routes which 
Jead from Bushire vi Shiraz’ and Ispahan to ‘Tehran, and from Bussorah and Bagdad 
vid Kermanshalt to Ispahan and Tehran, and that when the roads communicating with 
the interior will have been completed, he may be able to open branch offices in the real 
commercial centres, Tspahan it the first place, 

Meanwhile, the presence at Ahwaz of a Netherland office may become of value in 
nother respect, namely, if the Persian Government should decide to carry out the 
Karun works, for which M. Graadt van Roggen has made plans, as mentioned above. 

‘The nature of the country, the character of the population and of the Government 
of Persia, the presence of Germans there now, although they were lacking some years 
back, are thereupon reviewed, 

‘The writer also quotes the following passage from an article by M. Hotz 


“Tt is especially with a view to the Colonies that a re-establishment of the offices 
in Persia is to, be considered of importance to. the Netherlands, Now that, thanks to 
the support given by the Government of the Netherlands and the two Chambers, the 
Chinw-Japan line has been established, there is hope that an equally favourable 
‘arrangement will be made regarding the formerly discussed Jaya-Bombay-Persian Gulf 
Tine, and after that, meastires to arrive at an important commercial organization,” 









































conclusions of the writer run as follows s— 





1, Unior the guidaice of a Dutch commercial house of the first order, ey., the 
Netherland: Trading Company, firms in the yarious branches of trade and industry 
should unite with, shipping Companies to attain to the composition of a small very 
competent Committee of Inyestigution, in order to examine matters in Persia and to 
report on the same, 

2, This Committee will only then be composed and sent out if the Netherland 
Goyernnient lend their moral and material aid, in sueh a manner that the Committes 
eur a semi-official character, that the Committee become, as it were, a Committee of 

n, authorized by the Netherland Government to promote the commercial 
torests of Holland in regard to Persia, 















(15652) No. 142. 
Lord Acton to Sir Ewart Grey—(Received May 13.) 
(No. 107.) 
Sir, The Hague, May 11, 1907. 


THAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of a notice published in the 
* Official Gazette" of the 19th Fubruary last, relative to the formation of the Company 
of ter Moulon and Gratama, referred to in my despatch No. 101 of the Sth instant. 
Ttavill bo seon that tho object of the Company’ is stated to be to earry on trade 
with Porsia and other countries “in tho widest sense of the term.”” 
Thave, & 
(Signed) \CTON. 
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Tnclosure in No. 142, 


Extract from the “ Nederlandsche Staatscourant” of February 19, 1907. 


ct passed on the 16th February 
partnership 


en commandite” under the firs 
ter Meulew Gratama and Co,,” establi 
Messrs. Picter Paul ter Meulen, a1 


1907, before the undersigned notary, a 
of “Handelavereeniging Holland-Perait, 
hed at Aisterdam, has been entered into between! 
ant, residing at Aliy the Karun, south- 
west, and Hendrik Se nia Johanneszoou, residing at Amsterdam, 
as managing pariners, and various persons as partners “ en cot 

Its object is to carry on trade with Persia and other count 
of the word, both for own account and iu comm 

Tt has heen enterod into for the tine of t 
1th February, 1907, and terminating the 15th February, 






















in the widest sense 
iou, and to undertake agencies, 
successive years, commencing the 











1917, 











‘The said! managing partners will be competent to sign the above-mentioned firm, 
(Signed), B, HL, Rovin, 
Notary, 
Zwolle, February 16, 1907. 
{15875} No. 143. 


Sir © Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived May 14.) 

(No, 114.) 

(elezraphic,) P. Tehran, May 14, 1907, 
TITS Majesty's Consul at Shiraz reports that the courier of fis Majesty's Consulate- 

Genoral at Bushire was attacked on the 12th instant, about 85 miles from Shiras, by 

tribesmen, "Ie was robbed of the Togation bag which he was earrying to Bushing, 

and though thore was little of importance iu it, all its contents have been lost. 
















(15883) No. Mt. 


Sir O. Spring-Rice to Sir Hiiward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 
(No. 116, 
(Telegraphic.) P, 

STATE of affairs in Persia, 

AAmin-es-Sultan is endeavouring to work with Shah and Assembly and to persuade 
latter to permit a loan from Europe. French Minister tells me that his Highness told. 
him yesterday that Germany must. be Applied fo, a8 people woul not aecopt Anglo 
Russian advance, and the French had refused, Sum required would be 10,000,000 fr, 
sat present, and 20,000,000 later, 

Promise was made verbally, when Concession was given for German Bank, that it 
should make advances on account current to Persian Government. German financial 
agent is showing much activity. Germany will incur popular hostility if she demands 

meessions in return for loan, but Dresden Bank might, in hope of future favours, 
advance a small sum without consideration. 

‘There is no likelihood that Anglo-Russian advance will be accepted by Assembly, 
Independent move by Germany might be prevented by common action, in which she 
could co-operate, but it would be difficult to arrange for financial control. 

Tt seoms inadvisable, under the circumstances, to take any hasty action, I should 
reeommend waiting attitude. Fecling against Persian Government and Russia is 
increasing, but Assembly is doing all it can to hold it in check. 


Tehran, May 14, 1907. 
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(14252) No. 145, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
eee) Foreign Office, May 14, 1907. 
“I HAVE received voir Excellency’s despatch No, 204 of the 15th ultimo, relative 
to the proposed. transfer of the control of the MeshedTehran and Meshed-Scistan 
telegraph lines, in which you report that you have handod a draft note on the subject 
tp the Russian Minisor (or Rorcien Attica 
rove the terms in which your Exeellen 
hing the Persian Government in the matter, as well as the 
vou propose to hold’ to him in the event of his wiving expression to tl 
NI Cohn Do cent tuthe Ruuslaacineslae be Persie A irs, that the British 
~uporvision of the Meshie-Sistan line should Ve Timited to that portion. of it which lies 
\without the proposed Russian zone, and should therefore only bogin at ‘Turbad 
Huidari, and not at Meshied, tke terminal point of the line. 



















spoke to M, Isval 






yon the question 
guage which 
jew stated. by 




















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





(15957) No. 146. 





Sir ©. Spring-Itire to Sir Edward Grey. (Received May 15.) 
(No. 116) 
(elographie,) DP. 

GERMAN Loan 

Amin-es-Sultan informed me privately 
obtaining German Loan without coned 
will of Assembly: 





Tehran, May 15, 1907 





yesterday that he had little hope of 
could not be granted against the 
ish and Ru Yovernments. Small local coneessio 
such as mines, vevery in his opinion, be arranged, if advanee were made. 
‘Mhere was urgent need of funds, as anareh auling in the provinces, but 
hw thought he eould weather the crisis successfully. 


























(15166) No. 147. 


Sir Eiieard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





Foreign Office, May 18, 1907. 










EN his despatch No. 173. of the 22nd dune, 1906, Mie B. Grant Duff, den [lis 
Majosty's Charge d’Aftairos at Tehran, reported that ud Liven concluded 
Dotwoen the Iido-Kuropean Telegraph Company: ind the Porsian Goverument, whorebs 








the Concession held by 1 





yy the Company was prolonged for twenty years and in 
No. 88 of the 17ik ultimo, Sir G, Spring-Rtice suguested that the monn 
ourablo one for renewing the coutract of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph 
riment with the Persian Government for a like period, He added that the 
reneveal of this contract, which expites in 1925, would involve certain expenses, aud 
sisted that stops should iy take at Tehran tp arrange the mattor, and that your 
Useuney, alo bo iiformial of te action contemplated 
On the receipt of this telegram T consulted. the: Sere 
the advisability of renewing the contract, and T nov te 
he copy of the roply whieh T tia 
CGhY ob i aNaibrad lime propeeUety. 
‘Volewraph Dopartuent,® in which the question is discuss 
Y Will observe from a perusal of this paper that Mr Kirk i 
strongly of opinion that all the Uiree contracts at present in force between te Ende 






tight be w 
De 






















p rardin; 
chief of the Tudo-European 





























Burp uphi Department and the Persian Goverment should be renewed, tf 
possible, aunt T haye:tlhorefore giddressed a despatch th Sir C i 
hin to take the ne 1a whitch 


inpor 





ce 
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T have to request your Excellency to inform the Russian Minister 
Affairs of the action which His Majesty's Government are taking to secure 
of these contracts. 








(Signed) 








Tam, &, 
, GREY. 








for Foreign 
the renewal 


















(15166) No. 148, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 77.) 
ir, Foreign Office, May 


of a letter from the India Office forwarding copy of a Me 
Director-in-chicf of that Department in which the question is di 
You will perceive from a perusal of this paper that Mx Ki 








sed,* 


view in which Mr. Seeretary Morley concurs, and I have accordingly 


Points raised in the last paragraph of the Memorandum, 

As regards the payments or advances to be made for the renewal 
Mr. Kirk refers, you will doubtless be able to ascertain on the spot to 
should be made, 


1 further, transmit to sou a copy of a despatch wh 
nrg, 








Majesty's Ambassador at St, Poters! 





Tam, & 
(Signed) B 





WITH reference to your telegram No. 86 of the 17th ultimo, and despatch No. 72 
of the 19th ultimo, relative the renewal of the contracts between the Ind 
Telegraph Department and the Persian Government, T transmit to you Vir 


randum prepared by the 


n rk fully shares your 
opinion that the moment is opportune to press for the renewal of these contracts, a 


fr a clingly to request. you to 
address the Persian Government in the sense indicated, drawing their attention to the 


ch T have addressed to His 
it instructing his Excellency to inform the 
Russian Government of the action taken by His Majesty's Government in this matter, 


15, 1907, 


















ropeant 
with copy 













Is to which 
whom they 












. GREY, 













(16014) No. 149. 





Foreign Office to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 
T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey: to acknowledge the reee 
etter of the Sth instant, on the subject of the relations of your Compan 

i connection with the navigation of the Karun Rive 
Tn this letter you take exception to the word “complaint 











‘ompany ator, 


has aris 





n in communicating to the Muin, through His Majesty's Minister at 
Substance of your letter of the 29th October. More 
rebuttal of the Muin’s allegations which w 


deseribed (in Sir E. Grey's opinion, not inaccurately) as “complaints” 
addressed by Sir E. 


latter with the Muin. 
I 

















Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran for sich action as he may co 


der it desirable 
the matter. 








Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 















tf Soe No, 117 and Inclosure, 


, * applied, in Sir 
E, Gorst’s letter of the 26th March, to your description of the Muin's altitude towards 


Tam to observe, in reply, that Sir F, Grey is not aware that any mistnderstanding 


er, the fact that the statements in’ 
niained in that communication wore 


- Gorst to your Company, in no way affects the relations of the 


nto add that a copy of your letter under reply will he forwarded to Hia 


¥. A. CAMPBELL, 







15, 1907, 
ipt of your 
iy with’ the 










‘Tehran, the 








in a letter 








@ to take in 



















21 
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(16015) No. 150. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 16.) 


Sin, India Office, May 16, 1907. 
TAM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
Gated the 10th instant, on the subject of alternative proposals put forward by His 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran regarding the Kuhi-Malik-Sial telegraph extension, and 
in roply to incloso the draft of « telegram which Mr. Morley proposes, subject to 
Grey's concurrence, to send to the Government of India. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 

















Tuclosure in No, 150, 


Draft of telegram from Mr. Morley to Government of India. 





SPRING-RICH’S telegram dated the 9th instant: Kul 
extension, 
Would you be prepared for the purpose indicated in the telegram to allow the 
al fo lie taken aver at rate list prico, exclusive of cost of carriage to Robat and 
otlier charges? If Persian telegraph adiinistration consider Indian material too 
oxponsive, its transfer at a reduced price might be cousidered later. 


-Malik-Siah telegraph 


















(16078) No. 151. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(deceived May 16.) 


(No. 117.) 
(oloxraphic,) 

HIS Majesty*s Consul 
with the Shah’s Government 
separation, In 

ron, 

Central Govemment is unable to do anything and probably does not wish to, as 
Popular movomout is discrodited with the increase of disorder. 

Pho only vemedy Sultan's opinion, is to find funds to pay the troops. 
Our money would ho well invested if Assombly’ gave its consent, guarantees were 
obtained for regular payment of tronps, and capable Governors ‘were appointed 
and given an eificiont military foreo;, hut until these conditions be falatie, inet 
course, T think, is to wan British travellers and merchants to run no risks, as neither 
British nor Porsian Governiont can afford thom protection. 

Wo must atthe sane time he ready to take action in Sonth Persia, ay an 
incident might arise at any moment. 

It is quite understood hy British officials that the dispatch of small military 
dotacliments is objected to by THis Majesty's Government, 

Russian and Turkish Representatives ure vory anxious about the state of 
Azerbaijan, Latter assures me that independent ation by Russia would not be 
acquiesced in by the Porte, 


Tehran, May 16, 1907. 

z telegraphs that there t discontent. 
an, and there is a strong movement for 
nd trade is disorganized on the Bus 





al at 
Nyorbai 
tho tribes are ont, 










































(16074) No. 152. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 16.) 
AN 118.) 
Uelographie,) b. Tehran, May 16, 19 
WAS asked yesterday by Minister for Foreign Affairs for my opinion res 
desire of Shiah to scnd a Representative to Herat to congratulate Ameer of fighai 
on his arrival there. I replied that, apart from ‘Treaty engagements, tundesiralile 
complications with regard to title of Ameer and other matters would atise from such # 
step. 
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[16319] No. 153, 


(No. 119.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 
PERSIAN situation: My telegram No. 117 of the 16th instant. 

State of affairs liave improved. His Majesty’s Consul at Resht 
does not expect any further disturbances. Agitation in Tabreor din 
British Consul-General conveyed reassuring news from Tehran to peoy 












and will have settled in their summer quarters by the middle of noxt m 
T hear that regulations for war-ships in Persian waters haye beet 
German Minister from Persian Government, 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 19.) 


Tehran, May 19, 1907, 


states tliat: he 
minished when 
le. Governor- 





General of Fars has taken steps to protect Bushire road, and the tribes are quicter, 


onth, 
n requested by 





(16394) No. 164. 











Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 
Confidential.) 


(Received May 21.) 
(No. 261. 








of Financ: 
the collection and remission of the pledged revenues in the respecti 
Russia 
the coupons of the Bri 
that there would be an 
to him that, it 








ish and Russian loans, 
default; Dut, ass 
r of the state of tho 


He considered that it 






cling in Persia, it would be 






take in such an eventuality 
British loans that in the loan « 
the measures w 


here was further the difficulty in 
mitract there was no clause which sp 
i should be adopted in the event of default as was 












ish loans, basing their interventio 
written engagement in the loan contract, but on an tinplied right, 
give rise to serious difficulties, He wa 
fu lieu of what we liad proposed, that in the eventualities 
Governments would o: i 
visk of prematurely, and possibly unnecessarily, arousing at the outst 

1 be avoided. Me would communicate to me in a few days th 
ehich he liad in vi 















justification, but this was merely iny 
communication and then ascertain the views of my Government, 

L have, &e, 

(Signed) 

















(16395) No. 155, 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21.) 





(No. 262.) 
Si 





M, ISVOLSKY mentioned to me to-day that he wished to infor 
concerning Persia, so that hereafter there might be 10 misunderstar 
aware that_a Cossack brigade existed at Tehran, officercd 

















dvances had been a great d 





ming that such would occur, 


git, Such net 
therefore inclined to state in the Com 

jove motioned the two 
as to the measures to be taken, and thon 


aus, and whieh, in, 


Sir, St, Petersburgh, May 16, 1907, 
M. ISVOESKY told me to-day that: he had been, in eonjunction with the Ministe 
ining the proposals which Thad communicated to him in regard to 


ive British and 





n zoues fu the event of the Persian Government defaulting in the payment of 


was not likely 
it seemed to 
undesirable to 





state in the Convention precisely: the measures which the two. Governments would 


regard to the 
pecified exactly 
the case in thie 
, and that the 


Russian loan contr Suppose, for instance, there was a default 
Russian authorities stepped into the post and telegraph offices and claimed to receiv 


on not on 








popular feeling 
ho amendments 


T told his Excellency that in my opinion his observations had considerable 
personal view, and that 1 would await his 


A, NICOLSON, 





St, Petersburgh, May 15, 1907, 


me of a matter 
nding. Twas 


il already been 


esented that these 
in on the resources of the bank’s cash account, and he 
ind therefore authorized that the advances should be made from the sum of 100,002, 
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which was held by the bank as the Russian share of the joint advance to the Pe 
Government, His Excellency said that he wished to let me know of this transaction, 
so that if the Russian moiety of the proposed advance were required it should be 
Understood that some of ithad already. Been disposed of in tho meaner which he had 
explained. 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 





(16078) No. 156. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


(Teloxraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Persia. 
Tn reply to your telegram No. 117 of the 16th instant, you would do well to warn, 
a far as possible, British subjects as you suggest, if, in view of your telegram No. 119, 
dated two days later, itis still in your opinion neces 
You should tell those who are in a dangerous or isolated position to go to the 
Ports on tho Gulf, as protection could be afforded them there, 


No, 62.) 
Foreign Office, May 21, 1907. 





(16143) No. 157. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir O, Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, May 21, 1907. 
T CAUSED the contents of your despatch No, 34 of the 19th February last, 
» to the Bakhtiari road, to be communicated to the Persian Transport Compa 
information, amd now transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from that 
Association containing certain observations which they desire to offer on the subject. 
ve that the Company propose that the repairs and upkeep of the 
roa should bo placed in. their hands, ond that Messrs. Lynch, their local agents at 
Alivay, should, tmuder the instructions of tho Bourd, make and. supervise the disburse- 
ments as well as the general arrangemet vork involved therein, 

‘The Company demur to the suggestion that friction exists between their local 
‘gents and the Khans, and assert that the only causes of dissatisfaction alleged by the 
latter aro the prosentation of the bill for the construction of the road and the pressure 
ronglt to bear upon them to keep i ‘The Company consider that the first 

neo ean he removed, or its igated, hy the payment, on behalf of the 
British and Indian Governments, of a portion of the original cost, aud that the proposal 
outlined will tke away the second, 

Tho Company challonge tho assertion that the Khaus object to the extension of 
foreign influcnce in their country, and quote figures to show the benefits conferred upon 
then and upon British Indian tinde by the existence of the road. 

‘They ehject to the proposal that Messrs, Lyneh should be to contribute to 
the working of the road by the ment of India and to Captain Lorimer's suggestion 
Tor its superintendence, but are willing to consider «scheme by which the Goverment 
of Tudin should take over thoir interest in the coucern—a project which you concur 
With His Majesty's Consul at Bushive i me 

‘They also demur to Major Cox's alternative suggestion that the Khans should 
cugag hier from ty’s Legation or from the nont of India. 

Tans unable to pore the proposals now put 
forward by the Co elves of the management of 

road Which, ig of this letter, they deny having made, but I should, 

‘l lo receive your opinion us to the feusibility of their suggestions, 
1h you will doubtless consult His Majesty Consul at Ahwaz 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 
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(15451) No. 158. 
Foreign Office to Mr. J. R. Preece, 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1907. 
WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 8th ultimo on the subject of the 
relations of the Oil Concessions Syndicate with the Bakhtiari Khans, and especially to 
the proposals made by the Shahiab-os-Sultanch to His Majesty's Vieo-Conaul at Alnvav, 1 
am directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for your 
information, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,® reporting a 
conversation which he has had with the Shuja-es-Sultan and certain other information 
which he has recsived in connection with this matter, and offering observations and 
suggestions to which I am to draw your attention, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) . A, CAMPBELL, 





(15435) No. 159. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1907, 
WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 16th November, 1908, on the 
subject of the Bakhtiari road, Tam directed by Seerctary Sir Edward Grey to transinit 
to vou herewith, for your information, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister 
at ‘Tehran, f forwarding, with observations, copy of a report from His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Bushiro, in which are inclosed somo notes on the state of the road, prepared 
by His Majesty’s Vico-Consul at Awa 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) P, A. CAMPBELL, 





[15143] No, 160. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1901. 

TAM directed by Sccretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
letter of the Sth instant, containing certain “suggestions in connection” with the 
management of the Bakhtiari road, 

Tam to inform you that a copy of that communication will be forwarded to His 
Majesty's Ministor at Teluan, with a request that he will offer his opinion as to the 

sibility of the proposals it contains, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) . A. CAMPBELL, 





[16684] No. 161. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received May 22.) 


Sir, India Office, May 21, 1907. 

T AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the reocipt of your letter, 
dated the 20th instant, on the subject of the situation in Persia, and, in reply, to inform 
you that he concurs in the terms of the instructions which Sir I. Grey proposes to 
telegraph to His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran regariling tho warning to be addressed, 
if still thought necessary, to British subjects in Per 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY, 





* No. 198 $ No.125, 
pray} 2 
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[16015] No. 162. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Bir, Foreign Office, May 22, 1907. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lettor of the 16th instant, forwarding draft of a telegram which, subject to his 
concurrence, Mr. Secretary Morley proposes to send to the Government of India, 
relative to the alternative proposals put forward by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
regarding tho Kuali Sih tolegraph extension, 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir B, Grey concurs in the terms of the message 
in question, 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) L, MALLE, 





(16834) No, 163. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office, —(Received May 24.) 





(Confidential,) 
Sir, Adi 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
tho information of th ry of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated 
tho 23rd instant, from Admiralty to Commanderin-chief, East Indies, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MacGREGOR, 





ally, May 23, 1907. 











Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Sir EB, Poe. 


(Poloeaphic,) _P, Admiralty, May 28, 

IN iow‘ of tho fact that, although latest nows from Persia is reassuring, sit 
there is vory unsettled, you should be ready. to set t shiort notice from Colombo 
anil fo take action, as previously instructed, in ports situated in South Persia, 














(15434) No, 164. 
Sir Biiward Grey to Sir C, Spring- Rice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1907. 
TITAVE wevived your despatch No, 74 of the 21st ultimo, forwarding eops 
despatch from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire on the’ subject of the 
ation scheme, and inquiring whether Messrs, Lynch or any other British 
ists are in treaty with the promoters of M. van Rozgen's project. 
aye to inforni you, in reply, that, in the couse of a conversation w 
Yeoently hind with Mr. Maxwell, of this Offiea, Mx, Lynch stated that he had been 
approached by the promotors of this project, who had invited his participation in it, 
hut that Ne did not divulge the nature of the reply which he has returned to these 
overtures, 
Mhis Department is not in possession of any information tending to show that 
ny other British capitalist is interested in the scheme, 4 
T remain of opinion that the proper course for Hix Majesty's Government to 
pursue in this matter is to follow: the poliey already laid down, namely, that any 
schomo of irrigation which they favour must have the support of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerali, and that they should keop in touch with that personage as he desires. 
Lam, & 

















































. GREY, 








(15443) 





Sir, 


Western Persia, 


to Hamadan. Captain Lorimer sta‘ 


‘The objection to th 
their Concession, 








the state of cont 





the 
undertak 
undertaking by. pressing 
district. ‘The Muin 





the Persia 





underiaki 
Messrs, Lynch. 

‘the Muin expressed his will 
should your Compan; 

Tain according! 
your Company on this 
Shaving a Concession, which eamot 
night able to open up and ma 
western Porsia, and thus render the 

















to safeguard their interests, 





In this communication Sir C, 8; 
Vice-Consul at Ahwaz that British trade in We 
Russian competition in consequence of th 


sea to Western and Central Persia, and 


Xpressed_ the opi 


come to-any de 
to request that Sir 
proposal, and T am to 
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No. 165, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received 
a despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran on the subject of trade routes in 


tes 


route, which has hitherto 


n Gov. 





ingness to 








iow hi 





e Concess 


ipring-Rice quotes the opinion of His Majesty's 
estern Persia is likely to suffer from 
opening of the Russian road from Kaavin 
that the only way to save the situation is to 
open up the Dizful-Khorremabad route, which is the best and shortest. way from the 
for which your Company hold a Concession, 
prevented them from making uso of 
tinual disorder which prevails in the Lur country, 
and it is well to consider how this difficulty can best be overcome, 
‘The Oriental Secretary of His Majesty's Legation had lately a conversation on 
this subject with the Muin-ot~Pujjar, 
In the course of this interview the Muin enlarged on the advantage which the 
opening of the road would bring to himself, and stated that, if your Company. were 
s fo come to some arrangement with him as to the Dizful-Burujind section of 
‘, he would induce the Persian Road Syndicate, of which he was a member, to 
the work, and that lie had no doubt that the Assembly would support. the 
oment to maintain order in the Turistan 
mn that the above-named section of the 
road should he alienated to tho Persian Road Syndicate, who, while thomsclves 
ng its construction and administration, would’ allot’ shares in. it to 





in the matter, 
. Grey may be favoured with the views of 
point out the possible advantages. of 
exploite 
on this, the hes 
n profitable, 
Should the suggested project not he enrried out 
anil others interested in the maritime trade of Pet 


(Si 









Foreign Office, May 24, 1907. 



























uss details with Sir ©. Spring-Ri 















with a Persian Company: whieh 
trade route in South 















conceivable that the Persians 
w may take independent st 
















Tam, &e. 
ed) F, A. CAMPBELL, 












(16834) 








in Pers 
Although latest news is of a 

mander-in-chi 

ace 

ports 














No. 166, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 


Ay telegram No, 62 of the Bist May, 
gz nature, 

he should be ready at short notice to sail from Colombo, and, in 

nlanee with instructions previously issued, fo take naval action in Sout’ Persian 





reasst 















Foreign Office, May 26, 1907. 











ning lias heen sent to Com- 

















17050) 





(No. 274.) 
Sir, 
WITH referenee t 
to state that T have informed 3 
Goverment propose to obtain t 











No. 163 


Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edwarit Grey.—(Receiveil May 27.) 


your despatch No. 184of the 


Isvol 
consent of tl 


















St. Petersburgh, May 22, 1907. 
ILinstant, T have the honour 

4 private letter that His Majesty 

Persian Government toa prolyngation 
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Indo-European Company recently obtained a prolongation till 1945 of the concession 
of their line, it was considered desirable that the other concessions should be prolonged 
to the same date, T addcd that, as the two Governments kept each other informed of 
any steps which were taken in Peisin, my Government considered it right to 
communicate to him wht I Lad mentioned. r 

M, Ievolsky made no reply to this communication, aud did not refer to it when I 
Avy him this.afternoon. I did not allude to it on my part, as I thought it was not 
neces 




















ary to afforl him an opportunity of discussing the question. 
T have, & 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 











[17106] No, 168, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 27.) 
No, 122.) a 
Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May 26, 1907, 

NEWS of a third arms caravan on its way to tlie frontier has reached the Persian 
Government, 

‘hoy ask for ass 
hope thit, if necessary 
officials, oven on the Persian side of the frontier, & 
The particulars ary as follows: 200 armed Afghans escorting 400 camels with 
‘ms, ‘They havo changed their intention, which was to go to Duzdab. ‘They will 
now follow Malek Siah and Girdichah ronte, 

T said that only on a written request from the Persian authorities could our troops 
cuter Persian tei 











‘ance of British authorities in Beluchistan and in Persia, ‘They 
a frontier force will co-operate, on the invitation of Persian 
























(17279) No. 169, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 27.) 





(No, 78 
Volographic.) Py St, Petersburgh, May 27, 1907. 

PERSIAN Convention, 

‘Phe Russian Government, in an aide-mémoire which T have we 
with general sense of Articles I, 11, LU, and FV (inelu 
of Russian line ommunicated to them in my aide-memoire of the 
nil ultimo. ‘There are, they few details of sr importance to be 

J, aud when reply to daft Avticle V, communicated to you in my despatel 
7 of the 2rd instant, has been received, they will then be prepared to finally 
draw up Convention, 

A reply as to transfer of Moshed 









ved to-day, 
proposal for termi 







































n telegraph lines is promised shortly. 





(217106) No. 170. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 


Foreign Office, May 27, 1907. 
nit it seems dangerous for British troops to operate in territory 








p 
of Shalt, 














object is laudable as that mentioned in your telegram No. 122 of 
yesterday, Popular feeling would probably le aroused hy sucht action, which 
Would also alforil a precedent to Russian 

Persia, 


You should inform, Porsia 
thm on the subject, that 
entertain props i 
you should state that fudiin Go 
on Taian 
will do likew 






omnbuit “Ifis Majesty's 
that it might be 1 
pinent will t 





ent cannot 
At the same ti 
p to stop 
sian Government, on their » 
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117053) No. 167°. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 27.) 


St. Petersburgh, May 28, 1907. 
a privateletter and its inclostire, 


Tn my despateh No, 261 of the 15th instant, I explained i 
n 2 ‘instant, the doubt: 
BE Tavolsky felt as to accepting the draft Article V of the Persian Convention whee 
Tie Srumunicated to him. Tho Memorandum which Inow bey to transmit, would i 

is Majesty's Government agreed to its terms, be substituted for the i 








Article, above-mentioned 
‘ __ Lhaye, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 
ees ea 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 167¢, 
M, Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, BEER ag easy ee Etrangires, 


me référant 4’ notre conversation sur votre i 

He ion e aid moire du 11 (2: ri 

jar tn Cmpresse deo vous transmettre notre eontre-projet. do I'Anticle Neen 

situgadlaoe a aes ges dues \ Tne des Partion Coutractontes sur des 
In sphitre de Tdutre. Vous ayant dé} fhit part vorbalome 

tions sur eee est basé notre contre-projet, a m'abstiens, wats ee oe 


rd, de les. dévclopper da r 
anjourd ini engage PPT dans un Mémorandumn special, qui pourrait to pas Obee prot 












Votro sincdrement dévons, 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY, 
— 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 167°, 


Countor-Draft. 





EN cas dlirrdgularités dans Pamorti 
aires lans Yamortissement ow 1 
Fuubiunts Persans conclus jusqu’d la date do In siguatuty 
Russie ou en Angleterre, €t si In nécessité se pre 

antes d'instituer un contrdle sut les souroos d is 

ed 0 ™ sourecs de revenus garauitissant le service régulie 
eae ucla al a la Pero ot situs dans ln sphione influence do 
deletes qouvernements Russe et Anglais sengogent. a entror prdalath 
ns wi éhange d'idées atnival en vue erminer dun cco les moyen 
a eal on vue do dterminer dun commun necord ne moyens 


anberes veaseoGvictin seers n itor toute ingérency dans les 
Convention tives qui ne serait pas en couformité des prineipoes gouveraut la présente 


re ee 


mviement des 
ature di pr igement en 
pour une des Parties Contrae- 


intérdts des 
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[17394] No. 171. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 28.) 
No. 125. 
{tiers Mi) P. Gulahek, May 28, 1907. 
SITUATION in Persia. 4 4 
‘The Shah having consented to the arrest of the incriminated persons, the excite- 
ment has subsided here. All is quiet in South, but the Salar-ed-Dowleh, the Shah’s 


younger brother, is in revolt near Kermanshah, and military measures are being 
taken. 


i SsSSSSSSSSS 
[17496] No. 172. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 79.) : 

(Delegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, May 29, 1907. 
INDO-EUROPEAN ‘elograph Company's Concessions: Prolongation of, 
Referring to your despatch No, 184 of the 16th instant, 

T received to-day a Memorandum from Minister for Foreign Affairs in reply to 
my note of the 19th instant. Tt is pointed out in this Memorandum that the present 
state of things in Persia as regards the rights aequired respectively by Russia and 
Great Britain would suffer considerable change if the steps proposed by Tis Majesty's 
Government were carried out, as provinces situated in the proposed Russian sphere 
would be traversed by two of the lines. In order, therefore, not to depart from the 
understanding agreed upon at the commencement of the negotiations, the Memorandura 
considers that it would be just during the discussions, when, as in the present instance, 
tho vights of the two parties are evidently in close connection with the present negotiae 
tions, not to introduce any change in theso rights, 

On handing me the Memorandum M, Isvolsky merely mentioned that it contained 
Some observations on the note which he had received from me, and clearly wished to 
avoid my discussing i 

Whien we di 


at the present moment, be 
as it is possible M. Isyolsky 
ment is opportune for proposing to the 
ernment the prolongation of the Concessions, and whether any difficulties, 
will he raised in the Persian Assembly. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(17497) No. 178. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 29.) 
(No. 80.) 
(ay phic.) P. St, Petersburgh, May 29, 1907, 
JOSSACK Brigade: Advances for payment of. 

Referring to my tele: n No. 50 of the 25th March, 

I was informed to-day by M, Isyolsky that the advance of the necessary funds 
out of the share held by the Russian bank of the Russian joint advance was difficult 
on teclinical grounds. “He observed that it was very necessary to obtain money from 
some source or another to pay the arrears due to the only reliable force in Persia, and 
that he was still discussing the question with the Minister for Finance, 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(uray 
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117554] No, 174, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received May 30.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, May 29, 1907. 
“* LHAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram dispatched to-day to Tehran, 
the Board of Directors considering that, in the present impecunious state of the 
Pusian Goverment, and the activity of Mr, Gutmann, the agent of the German 
Orient Bank of Berlin at the Persian capital, it is well to show the Prime Minister 
that the Board of the Imperial Bank of Persia is anxious to assist the Government as 
far as may be possible, 











Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, 
Manager, 





Tnelosure in No, 174. 
Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Chief Manager of Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, 


(Belographic, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, May 29, 1907. 
IND RRVIEW, Atabog. 
Say Directors anxious to help Persian Government to find money. Suggest bank 
raising London loan, on reasonable terms, somewhat similar to 1898 proposal. 





(17633) No, 175. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 30.) 
(Reon hi in Tehran, May 30, 1907, 
AZBRBAMAN troubles. 
Twas informed confidentially by. the 
induced to yiold as to the trial of the robber ¢ 
1H 








Sultan that the Shah was only 
Dy the uso of great pressure on his 








ernment i8 rendored powerless by luck of troops and monoy, and au 
is growing. Tho Assembly will neither allow the Government to borrow nor 
money itself, although 2,000,000, at least are wanted. T insisted that for him to 
borrow without tho authority of the Assombly: was personally and politically dangerous: 
His idea wns to udinit shat tho borsowed money shonkdl be eomplotoly controlled by: the 
Assonbly. Theld out no liopes of a large loan being consented to by His Majesty's 
Government. 

hon 
by oven wors 

ho Russian P 























‘y would, Tam convinced, be wasted, and after a year the situation would 








5 here 





ont has gone to St, Petersburgh on 





17628) No. 176. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Hdwward Grey.—(Reeeived May 30.) 








No, 1 : 

agent oP. Tehran, May 30, 1907. 

QUARANTINE, ‘ 2 

‘ Conuicil regrets insufficiency of personnel and sanitary appli 
approve Williams’ action, 

‘Tho Connell would he very srratoful for assistance of Indian Governme: 

they eaniot apply abroad for help, and the Persian ( nt has no funds, 





3, 








although 
























117635) 5 Noe Ts e 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 30.) 


(No. 131. Secret.) 
(felegraphic.) P. 

MOVEMENTS of M: Naus, 

Naus left here to-day. He, spent last evening at Russian Legation, He was 
invited to St. Petorsburgh last autumn, and T am privately informed that he is going 
there now, and that the late Financial Agent, Grube, has invited Naus’ wife to stay at 
his house. Naus has lately been using his influence with his successor, as I'am 
informed from two good sources, in order to prevent tho customs from producing 
Sufficient funds for payment of July interest, ‘The occupation of ports would thie 
bo justified. Next week the Russian Financial Agent is expected to arrive in St. Peteree 
burgh. 

E Naus ismovr an open advocate of destruction of popular party and of restoration 

of Shah's power hy means of foreign subsidy to Shahi, and is closely connected with 
the court reactionary party. 





Gulahek, May 30, 1907. 











(17053) No. 178. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Foreign Office, May 80, 1907, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the negotiations now in 
progress between Great Britain and Russia for an Agreement to rogulate the relations 
of the Gro Powers in Persia, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edwand Groy to transmit 
to you herewith copies of two despatches from His Majesty's Ambassadorat St. Potors. 
Durgh,? relative to a proposal put forward by ihe Tussin Minister for Foreign 
Aifuirs regarding the collection and remission of the pledged revenues in the Britigh 
and Russian zones respectively in the event of the Persian Government defaulting in 
the payment of the interest and amortization of the British and Russian loans, 

Te will bo observed that tho earlier of these despatches sels forth Mf. Isvolsky's 
teasons for putting forward the countersdraft of Article & of tho proposed Agreement, 
which is inclosed in the later one, : 

‘The Article proposed by M, Tsvolsky appears to Sir F. Grey to bo unobjectionable 
asfaras it goes, but he would prefer to obtain the insertion. of. son ipulation 
excluding the eventuality of the Russian Government themselvesattempling to collect 
the customs duties in the British zone, which they would apparently be entitled to do 
under their loan contracts with the Persian Government in the event of the latter 
failing to maintain their obligation, 
Grey considers that this result might bo secured by the addition to 

proposed Article of the wonds, “and to avoid all interferenee which would 
not be in conformity with the prineiples governing the present Convention.” 

amt accontingly to state that, subjeet: to tho concurrence of Mr, Seoretary 


Morley, Sir E. Grey proposes to accept M. Isvolsky’s countordraft of Article 5 with 
the above addition, 


















































ie 
1, MALLET, 





(17717) No. 179. 





Nicolson to Sir Euioard Grey.—(Receivedt May 31.) 


5) 
St, Petersburgh, May 28, 1907. 

LHAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-ménoire which [havo 

ed from M. Isvolsky relative to the draft Convention concerning Persia, L will 















* Nos. 154 and 1074, 
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take an early opportunity of ascertaining from his Excellency what are the points in 


Atticles T, 11, 111, and IV on which the Russian Government desire some slight 


modifications, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No, 179. 
Aide-mémoire, 


LE Gouvernement Tmpérial se trouve @accord avec le sens général des 
Articles 1, 11, TH, et TV du projet de Convention sur la question de la Perse tel qu’il 
& 6t6 proposé dans Vaide-mémoire de !'Ambassade d’Angloterre du 9 (22) Avrit 
dernier, y inelus tn condition que Ia ligne qui démarque la sphere d'influence Russe 
aboutisse 4 Zulfagar; il ne considdre néeessaire que de régler quelques détails 
importance secondaine, tel, par exemple, le tracé définitif de cette ligne, d’écarter ow 
de changer quelques expressions insullsamment claires et dGterminées qui seraient de 
nature h provoquer des contestai de mettre In demnigre main A ta réaction de 
Ja Convention, aussitdt. qu'il sera en possession de Ia réponse de I'Ambassade au sujet 
@ine nouvelle rédaction de VArticle V, communiquée & Sit Arthur Nicolson’ le 
10 (28) Mai courant. 

Quant & In question de 
» do faire parvonir 
onl y relat 


Suint-Pelersbourg, le 14 (27) Mai, 1907. 





























hange des lignes télégeaphiques, le Mi 


neessamment i l’Ambas 





istdre Impérial 
e Britannique un projet 












(17741) No, 150. 


Imperial Bank of Persin to Foreign Office —(Received May 31.) 





25, Abchurch Lane, London, May 31, 1907. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 29th instant, T lave the honour to incloso, for 











Your information, copy of'a telegram received to-lay from the Chief Manager of the 
Tmperial Bank of in Velxan, 
Ehiave, &e, 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager. 


ee 
Tnelosure in No. 180. 


Inperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London, 


(Translation,) 
(elographic,) Tehran, May 31, 1907 

LN view of opposition and Russian adyance, it is rumoured that Persian 
Government negotiating with Germany. Tt is impossible to obtain interviow Atabeg, 
repeatedly applied for, 





















(17720) No. 1S. 
Sir C, Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 31.) 
No. | 
¢ Polexeaphic,) P, Gulakek, May 31, 1907. 





THE Shi 
ti) cousent of A 





stated to have consented to German loan to National Bank subject 
ably. ‘The rumour is, however, unconfirmed. 



































141 


(17751) No. 182. 


Sir G. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 31.) 





(No. 133,) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
PROLONGATION of Telegraph Concession, 
I propose to suspend action until I rece! 
Nicolson’s telegram, 
Reference is to your despatch No, 77 of the 15th May. 


Tehran, May 31, 1907. 








further instructions, in view of 











(17753) No, 183, 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 81.) 
(No. 134.) 
(Telegraph 


‘Tehran, May 31, 1907. 






in Government ix opposed, t 
request from us might in any 
whom, as I hear, telegraphic 
is desired, 

Reference : 





great difficulty, A 
ment with Dresden Bank, by 
ople to Tudia through Persia 
















ir A. Nicolson's telegram No, 79 of tlie 20th May. 





(17496) No, 184, 


Horeign Office to India Office. 





Bir, Foreign Office, June 1, 1907, 

WITH refe to your letter of the Sth ultimo, raat HN the qui 
renewing the contracts of the Indo-European ‘Telograph Dopartimenit in P 

dirveted by Secreta Edward Gre t0 you herowith copy of a t 

li@ 

ruet ms as to what In he should hold to the Russian 

Affairs in the diseussion of this subject with his Excellency 



































ld propose, subject to the concurmince of Ma ny Mort 
fo inform Sir A, Nicolson that, in pressing for a renewal of tow eoute 
Majesty's Government regarded tle maintenanee of est 
implying their renewal if. the Persian Government sugroeil to it 





the objecti 






mised hy M. Isvo 


di 





posed to press the poinvat t 
on betaveon (i in and 
would, in the event of the roiowal of the contiets bei 






but if the 





i. be willing to renounce the right to work that section of the line which Hee 


nthe proposed Russian sphere (ie, that between Tehran and Ispahan) on the 
ion of the present, Concession, 


Tam to request that an early answer may be returned to this letter 
Lam, &e, 


(Signed) L. MALLE, 








[17880] No. 185, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2) 
(No. 135.) 
(Telegraphic) P, 
NATIONAL Bank. 
th reference to my telegram No. 132 of the 3lst May, Mr. Churchi 
yesterday informed by the Sani-ed-Dowleh that there can be no question of Aine 
foreign loan or of accepting foreign help for tho National Bank, Foreign loaue’o¢ 
coucessions, however inuovent, were almost out of the question in the present temporct 


Gutatck, June 2, 1907. 








© No, 172, 
teeny 20 
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the people, Tn his opinion the country could, without financial help, “hang on” till 
the end of the present crisis, which would be simultaneous with the introduction of 
reforms, 

Nowa received from other sources confirm the above information, 








[17879] No. 186. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rive to Sir Euward Grey.—(Received June 2.) 
(No. 186.) 
(Belegraphic,) P, Tehran, June 2, 1007. 
WITH reference to the payment of the Cossacks, referred to in Sir A. Nicolson’s 
telegram No, 80 of the 2th ultimo, Tam ignorant as to what proposals are, 1 would, 
however, strongly urge that at the present moment no advance whatever should be 
made by His Majesty's Government, as serious consequences might be entailed for 
British subjects, "The situation in the town here gives no reason for anxiet 

















117881) No. 187. 


Sir G. Spring-Rice to Sir 





dward Grey.—(Received June 2.) 





Ne 137) 


Voloxeaphi ey ‘Tehran, June 2, 1907. 
GUTMANN 


8 for Ispahin to-morrow, To tells me that there has ‘bee 









no 
question of Ioan, but that Drestlon bank wants w te sap station in ritory 
with a View to extending its Constanzi-Constantinople telegraph line through Persian 





Gulf to Afri 
What view: 
Majesty's Govorm 


Tr would be 
to Cones 
ont ? 





id, if Count Metternich spoke to you. 
ions west of Bander Abbas are at present held by His 








(17882) No, 188. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivet June 2,) 
(No. 138,) 
(Velowraphio,) P. Gulatek, June 2, 1907, 
AN insurrection against the Government has boon raised by the Salar-edDowleh, 
tho Shab's younger brother. The Coveruuont ixsoudinge a foree with artillery against 
the Silary who hits a large force of Lars hotwoon Hanadan and Kermanshah. He has 
also appealed t0 10 


















Pau vestorlay sunnmoned hy tho Shal stoasked ne to senda message, threatening 
Nila im ease Iie dows not suubmnit, but promisinye forstiveness and a new Governorshig 
if he does, ‘The Assembly: also 





vsinihir iuessie. 1 informed M. Hattie who 
appears, without inforning tig, to tuuye insteietod his Const also to take aetion 





(18286) 


Mes 








 Hallinger wend Co, to Howeil f Perit 


r =(Chnumunirated to Foreign Office, June +) 
Dear Sir, 

WE have horn asked 
Dehilashty Mi 
State Banik, fo ont 
Which will be propnred to 
Writes that he ts about to 
on this subject 
Asit 


Deford si 





. Manchester, 
friends, Haj 
a ditector of th 














tuidjiny of Voir and Th 
Tl thewoi 









ions with 
Asront lero fe ti 





in this country, 
» Porsinn State Bank, and our friend 
interview With tie British Ambassador at Tebran 


























ferests of any of the parties 
win the matter—that we should 

5 to take, we 
‘oreign Office on the subject. 
US to move in the matter without previous cone 
ld be pleased if you coulit, perhaps, ascertain for us 
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which of the English banks of first-rate standing 
dusiness of this description. 

We understand that the capital of the new bank is 200,0002., but wo should bo 
glad-if you could ascertain for us whetlicr this is all paid up, and if not, how much, 
‘You could probably get this information from the Foreign Offiee, and at the same time 


we should be glad ‘to have any further particulars regarding the bank which you can 
obtain for us. 





would be prepared to consider 





We are, &e, 
(Signed) ELLINGER anp Co. 












[18226] No, 190, 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 4.) 


Sir, India Office, ne 8, 1907, 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to. acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter dated the 80th ultimo, with w 
ML 





i. you inclose the counter-draft proposed by 
sky of Article V of the Agreement now under consideration to regulato the 
ns of Great Britain and Russia in Persia, 

In reply, Tam to state that Mr. Morley concurs in the proposal of Secreta 

i. Grey to aecept the eounter-draft with the addition of the words quoted in the 











last paragriph but one of your letter, of which tho object is to exclude the eventuality 
of tle Russian Government themselves attempting to collect the eustoms duties in t 
British zone, 





Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 












[18233] No. 191, 


Mr, Preece to 





Edward Grey.—{Received June 4.) 





Sir, 1, St. James's Place, 8.1%, June 9, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your’ despatch of the 2st 
inclosing mea eopy of a despatch of Sir Cocll Spring-Riew of the 26th April, 
an interview ho had had with Ue Shuja-os-Sultan when the Agreomout made 
with the Bakhtiari Chiefs was the topic of conversation, 
This Agreement was made by the Chiefs with their eyes ope 
discussion property wus raised by the Sarameul-Mulk, who, 
as ho was the owner, as he said, wanted spocial consideration, but this was refused, anid 
the Chiefs, it wa ‘ided, sould sett} a aticr auong themselves, For this reason 
he was got to sign the Me now is the Tkbexgi of the tribe, ‘There was 
no harsh or arbitary clauses in it, and 
within the power of the Syndi 
insisted on their right of workin 
and sp cf 
friendship to the Government which led to these ; 
The Syndicate absolutely decline to cancel the prosent Agreement and negotiate a 
fresh ono, it is neither right or re 
‘To cancel it, oF even to acquies 
not to be thought of it would, ti 
their hands to be twisted. 
ort of money or your 
Meglis” and “Cons 
‘working should prevai 
With reference to what the Meft uitnnch has eommunicated to Tis Majesty's 
Minister, insisting on the vernmont’s right to renew the contract. ‘Tho 
Government tive no shadow of such right. When the Agreement was mado, 
following the precedent of the Lynch Road Azreement, the Persian Government were 
asked to take note of it, but strangely enough they refused; this was a gratuitous 




























id after prolonged 








































4 the making of another, is 
cay expression, be putting our beards in 
Suis to demand its cancelment in this 

ia, but with the advent of the 
it would be supposed another and mildor order of 
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courtesy paid to them, and in no sonse necessary according to the o 


iginal Concession. 
Article 3 of which runs as follows 








“The Imperial Persian Government grants gratuitously to the concessionnatre all 
uncultivated lands belonging to the State which the concessionnaire’s engineers may 
deem necessary for the construction of the whole or any part of the above-mentioned 
works. As for cultiyated lands belonging to the State, the concessionnaire must. 
purchase them at the fair and current price of the provinee. 

‘he Government also grants to. the coneessionnaire the vight of acquiring 















any other lands or buildings necessary for (ie said purpose, with the consent of the 


proprietors, on stich conditions as niay be arranged between him and them without 
their beng allowed to make demands of a nature fo surcharge the prices onlinari 
current for lands situate in their respective localities. Holy places with all their 
dependencies within a radius of 200 Persian archines are formally exeluded.” 














By this it is patent that the eoncessi 
the Cliiefs without consulting the Gov 
With reference to the negotint 


naire was at liberty to come to terms with 
nment. 
he termsoF adilitions to the present Arrangement, 
ndicate have alrendy put the matter in the hands of His Majesty’s Minister and 
Captain Lorimer, By iny despatch of the 20th May, Ehind the honowe to inform you 
that, as regards Mu, Paul ‘Kitabji, the Syndicate were willi kno 
Jedged openly as their Agent rnder the control of His Majesty nd should 
he ocension to utili is Majesty's 
, the Syndicate hopes th ion, but trast. 
that he (Mx. Kitahji) will be bound down by the very strictest 
instance, T would suggest might be informed of this 
instyucted to try and induce 1 AAzaum, who is largely inter 
of the undertaki doth with the Shujaces-Sultan 
‘of the Bakhtin 
‘consideration his 











































































such, way 
last paragmph, that the 1 
to point out th se, as in the ease of 
fled in from. the commenceme 
wit by the then Minister, and that in all ¢ 
heen the ehiel spokesman, t 





ation should only he 
invoked ss a last 

the Lynch Road, the I 
talks wore init 
Chiefs fle Legation } 



























ouitwvaird show of interest. on the of the I 
unl Bakhtiar’ Chiefsand Pi 
natn 





9 jump to the eo : 
support of His Majesty's Governmont, and would apply the scrow in every direction. 
The Syndicate are much beholden to Sir Cecil Sprins-Rieo for all thie tronble 
has taken over their business, and regect Unit it should have been necessary, but they 
trust that he will continue to give if the same attention and support he lias hithert 
done, all the more important just 
any day 

nid dishionest 


























anid on thi we shiall hi deal not only with the 
of the Bakhtiari, but also with their cupidity, 





Thave, &e. 
acd) S. R. PREECE. 








(18283) No. 192. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Jun 





4.) 


i) Gulahiek, June 
MAN Minister says that the question of a tel tion in the C 
not been raised here al yl, and that he has a it in Berlin 
islios to. do so, 
Rofer to my tel 









1907. 
IE has 


ie 
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(18312) No. 193. 









Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 4.) 


(No. 140.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 


Gulahek, June 4, 1907. 


T HAVE requested the Manager of the Imperial Bank, who has been instructed 


to offer the good 0 
as 1898 offer, ix 
proposal. 








ices of the bank to the Amin-es-Sulian for a loan on terms the samo 
immediate control of customs, to postpone communication of the 


Teappears not only politically inexpedient, but also inconsistent with our verbal 


agreement with Rus 
if this 








is done without your knowledge, 






and T venture tosuggest that the bank Directors may be warned 





(15437) No, 104. 





(No. 97.) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir O. Spring-Rice. 












Sir, Foreign Office, June 4, 1907. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 77 of the 28nd Apr 
from His Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan which d 





il forwarding a despatch 
scribes in detail the ciroum- 


stances in which His Majesty’s Consulate-General at that place was occupied by the 
party hostile to the Zil-es-Sultan, and reporting the steps which you yourself have 


taken and propose to take in the matter, 


T approve your action in laying the facts of the case before the Persian Goyern- 
ment and Assembly, and the statement which you made in doing so. 
T also approve your suggestion to present’a claim to the Persian Government on 


Mr. Barnham’s behalf on account of the damage done to the Hd 
cl 


Consulate-General by the refugees as well as the terms in whi 
that Government on that occasion, 














Zilos Sultan assura 

Government.on the tunderstan 
lost Gov 

n impose, 

as stated in Sir A. Nicolson! 











from efforts to obtain the restoration of his Governorship. 





remises of His Majesty's 
Hh you propose to address 









you observe that 
ng to give to the 





ccs similar to those already given to him by THis Majesty's 

ig “that they should not be pledged to assist. him 
T have to point out to you that your quotation of 
ian Government is not qiite correct. This condition, 
telegram No. G6 of the 18th April, repeated to. you 
im No. 49 of the next day, was that the Russian Government would on 
consider themselves hound hy their assurances so Tongas the Z 





l-es-Sultan abstai 


Air, Barnham’s despateh, which was sent in original, has already been returned 


to you. 


(Signed) 


Tam, &. 
#, GREY, 








No. 195. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


For 
WITH reference to my letter of the Ist instant relatiy 
cicts of the Indian Government Telegraph Departm 
y Secretary Sir Edwant 
‘Mr. Secretai 











* No. 185, 


{u741) 


ign Office, June 4, 1907, 





nt in Per 
ey to transmit to you herewith, for the consideration of 
Morley, copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tobran, 
suggesting that a request for renewal on the part of Ilis Majest 











to the renewal of the 
in, Tam directed 









's Government mig! 


2P 
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prevent the Persian Government from granting the concession desired by the Dresdner 
Sank for telegraphic eonnetion from Constantinople through: Persia to Tai, 
am, &. 
(Signed) F, A. CAMPBELL, 





[18226] No. 196. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No, 71,) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, June 5, 1907. 
PERSIAN Convention Your despatch No, 277 of the rd ultimo. 


A despatch will be seut to you by next messenger containing a few slight 
modifications which we should like'to be inserted in the Preamble, 
With roganl to Article V, we accept M, Isvolsky’s text, with following words 
“and to ayoid all interference which would not be in conformity with the 
es governing the present Convention.” 











{18312} No. 197. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir 





 Spring-Rice, 
(No. 67.) se 


Foreign Office, ine 5, 1907. 








(18312) No. 108, 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 






Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1907. 
AM it Edward Grey to inform you that hie lias received 
4 telow "s Minister at ‘Tehran reporting that the Manager of the 


hat ca 


Tmporint Bank of Persia it th al has informed him of his instructions, mentioned 
in your letter to this mo, to offer to the Atin-os-Sultan the 
good offices of the bank for a loan on the same terms as those offered in 1898, that is 
‘o say, in return for the immediate control of the Persian customs. 

Sir ©, Spring-Iice adds that lw has requested M. Rabino to postpone the 
communication to the Amines-Sultan of this proposal, which he considers highly 
inexpediont at the presont moment froma politieal point of view. 

1 am to inform you that Sir E. Groy fully shares the opinion expressed by 
Sin ©. Spring: Mice on this joint, anil would express the ope that the: bank will 
ingtruct M. Rabino not to put forward these proposals at the present juncture, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) 





















MALLET, 








(18564) 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received ) 
i 86.) a ete 
Welegraphic.) P. 

TAM sond 
proposed by. tho Mt 
the Persian Convention 

‘Tho amendinents scom to me in some points a rement, and generally 
se in some points an improvement, and generally 


Sh. Petersburgh, June 6, 1907. 
oranduun containing some amendments 
in the preamble and first four Articles of 
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(18555) No, 200. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 6,) 

(No. 141) 

(elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 6, 1907. 
AN insulting reply to the Shah's message has been sent by His Majesty's brother, 

the Salared-Dowlel. ‘The troops are close together near Nehavend, and the Salar says 

he will attack at once. 
















(18561) No. 201. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring- Rice. 
(No. 68.) 
‘legraphic,) P. Foveign Office, June 6, 1907. 
QUARANTINE arrangements. 


Your telegram No, 130 of the 30th May. 

Defrayal of half the costs of improvements from British funds ts proposed by 
Government of India. ‘Treasury sanction would be required for this, but estimates 
from India must be received ‘before this cam be obtained. Meanwhile, Sanitary 
Council should be informed that matter is still being considered, aud that i will, it iy 
hoped, be possible to mect their wishes, 

















(17053) No. 202; 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson 

(No. 295.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 6, 1907. 

I HAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch No. 277 of the 28rd ultimo, 
forwarding copy of a private letter from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, in 
which was inclosed an Article which his Government desire to substitute for Article V 
of the draft Anglo-Russian Convention respecting Persia proposed by His Majesty's 
Government, 

I now transmit to your Excellency herewith a revised dr vention, embodying 
certain modifications which, after further consideration, His Majesty's Government 
would desire to see introduced into that Agreement. 

Your Excellency will observe that most of the modifications made affect the 
preamble of the instrament, 

For the expression “to maintain order and peaceful development. throughout th 
whole extent of the Persian Empie” has been substituted the phirase “for the 
preservation, &c." ‘This alteration las heen made in consequence of the opinion 
expressed by His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran in his despatch No. 69 of the 11th April 
that the original wording might be held to imply an intention on the part of the two 
Governments to arrogate fo themselves the right of maintaining orler in the domintons 
of the Shah, and that such an expression cannot fail to produce un unfortunate effect, 
on the minds of the Persian Government and people, 

Although, us your Excellency is well aware, the two Governments have, in fact, 
no such intention, it seems nevortlicloss dosirable to remove the possibility of any such 
misunderstanding, and it is hoped that the phrase whieh it is now proposed to employ 
will effect this object. 

In the second paragraph of the preamble it has been thought well to insert a 
reference to the special interest of Great Britain inthe maintonatico of the status quo 
{n tho Persian Gull, Ths clause lias been, added in view of the song aud oxplicit: 
Acclarations of my predecessor on this subject, which is evidently one of paramount 
importance to Great Britain. It is felt that the omission from the present Agreement 
of any mention of this point would make a bad impression on public opinion in this 
country, and seriously affect the popularity of the Agreement when concluded, His 
Majesty's Government therefore press for the insertion of these words in the preamble, 
in order to secure that the Agreement, when announced in this country, should he 
accepted from tho first by both parties with goodwill, 

Tn Article I the words “Ata point on the Persian frontier adjoining the inter- 
section of the Russian and Afghan frontiers” have been substituted for the words 
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“on the Afghan frontier near Zulfikar.” This chauge has been introduced at the 
suggestion of the India Office, who have pointed out that Zulfikar is well within the 
territory of Afghanistan, ‘he substituted wording has the further advantage of 
emphasizing the fact that the end of the line defining the Russian sphere lies in 
Persia, and not in Afghanistan. 

Articles UL, IIT, and LY of the Russian draft are retained unaltered. 

‘Whe draft Article put forward by the Russian Government in place of the British 
Article V is accepted, with the addition, at the end, of the following clause :— 


“And to avoid all interference in the respective spheres 
conformity with the prineiples governing the present Convention 


The 

















ich would not be in 








words lave heen inserted in onder specifi 
the exercise by Russia of her right of control over such of the sources of revenue 
aifected to the service of the Russian loans in Persia as lie within the British sphere 
in the event of irregularity ocourring in the service of those loans, as foreseen in the 
Asticle, 

‘Dhe Article has also beon subjected to a few verbal alterations, which, it is 
thought, will render its sense more explicit, f 

‘in ‘communicating to M. Isvolsky these proposals, which it is hoped will prove 
Acceptable to the Russian Government, your Excellency will exercise your discretion 
as to how far you should discuss with him the considerations which have given rise to 
them, 






ly to exelude all possibility of 


























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





|18690} No. 203. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edveard Grey. 





(Received June 7.) 
(Xo, 87.) 
(Pelographic.) 
PURSTAN Convention, 
Article V of Porsian Convention, 
h proposed addendum, T have informed M. Tavolsky of His 
Majesty's ¢ acceptance, but E venture to suggest following drafting amend- 
mmonts in Russion text, whieh Tmight submit to him, subject to your approval: — 


* Porsiin loans concluded in Russia and Bugland.” To roy 
Joas concluded with the Banque d'Eseompte et des Préts de P 
Bank of Porsia!” The Dixcount Bank, and not Rus 

annenchuents to Artigle LY, sent to you by: bay 
Ti ordor to avoid using the phrase which it is desirable to 
omit, 1 soul) suguest that instead of the words “and situated in the sphere of 
nflicnee of the otlier partys” we should adopt some other wording such as “and 
itud-as rezainls the revetiues assigned to tig former bank in the regions mentioned 
‘gands those assiguel to the latter bank in the regions mentioned 






St. Petersburgh, June 7, 1907. 






















by “Persian 
and the Tmperial 
ul in the Russian 



























(18693) No, 204. 


Z ring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 
(No. 142,) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Gulahek, June 7, 1907. 

WITH regard to the general situation in Persia, a conflict is probable in the 
south-vest, ‘The Govern ay be beaten, as they aro inefficient and unpaid, 
Mon ns ire only got to start from Tehran with great difficulty. The extremists 
Mave gained the upper ay h. 
uns gud thi <outlh qui 
As a protest nyt 
awioninus to. take re 

two ni 


















isturbed, 


i country ve 
by the A 


the refusal of equal right 
in the British Lexa 
lor thie 





mbly, the Armenians 
cc hail the gates close 
jovernnient has demanded among the 














tish subjects are not threatened. 
Phe Turks are active both north and south on the frontier 




















Inclosure in No, 209. 














Revised Draft Convention, 


TH 
and Ru 


Governments of Great Britain 
having mutually engaged to 
respect the integrity and independence of 
Persia, and being animated by a sincere 
desire’ for the preservation of order 
throughout the Persian Empire and for 
the peaceful development of that country 
as well as for the permanent establish: 
ment of equal advantages for the trade 
and industry of all other nations 
















Considering that each of them has, 
cographical and economic reasons, & 









interest in the maintenance of 
peace and onder in vertain provinces of 
Persia auljoi i ighbourhood 


of, the Russian frontie one hand, 
and the frontiers of Afzhanistan and 
Baluchistan on the other and, and that 
Great Britain has w special interest. in 
the maintenance of the status quo in the 
Golf, and bein of 

of conilict between 


on the 

























ARTICLE T. 





Great 1 


tain engages not to seek for 
il not to support in fayour of 
jects or in 
jects of thinl Powers, a 
a politi 








concessions of 
1 ature-—such as 













ng at 
a point Persian frontier at the 
ection of the Russian and Afghan 
id not to oppose, directly, or 
demands for siti 







jovernment. 


fi7n] 





LES Gouvernements de la Grande. 
Bretagne ct de la Ru 

ent engagés 1 respec 
Vindépendance de tn Perse, et animes 
Pun sincdre désir pour In préservation de 
Yordre dans toute Vétendue de Empire 
Persan et pour le développement pacifique 
de ce pays, aussi bien que pour Pétablissen 
ment permanent des avantages égaux pour 
Je commerce of Vindustrie de toutes les 
autres ns 8 5 

Considérant que chacun Wenx a, pour 
des raisons ordre géographique et 
économique, un intérét péeint at maine 
tien de la paix et de Yordre dans cortainies 
rovinees de In Perse contiguis ou yoisines 
4 Ia frontidro Russe, dune part, et aux 






























entre leurs intéréts respeotifi dans los 
régions susmentionnées; 


Se sont mis d'aceord sur la Convention 
suivante 













ARTICLE 1, 





La Grande-Brefagne sengage i ne pas: 
rechercher pour elle-méme ct ne pas 
appuyer en faveur do sujets Britanniques, 

i n faveir do sujets de 
es, (le concessions quol- 
congques do nature politique o 
merciale—telles que les concessions. do 
chemin de fer, de banques, de télégraphos, 
dw routes, de tr 























q ie, ck ft ne pas 
Sopposer, directement oi’ judirectoment, 
A des demandes de parvilles. concessions 
dans cette région sontenues par’ le Goue 
yernement Russe, 









2p 





























ARTIOLE II, ARTICLE 1. 
Russia, on lier part, engages not to e, de son eété, s'engage A ne 
seck for herself and not {0 support, in pas rechercher, pour elle-méme, et A ne 
fayour of Russian subjects, or in favour pas appuyer en faveur de sujets Russes, 
of the subjects of third Powers, any con- aussi bien qu’en faveur de sujets de 
cessions of apolitical or commercial nature Puissanees tierces, de concessions quel- 

ich as concessions for railways, banks, eonques de nature politique ou com- 
telegraphs, ronds, transport, insurance, merciale—telles que les concessions de 
&e line going from the Afghan chemin de fer, de banques, de télézraphes, 
frontier by way of Gavik, Birjand, Kerman, de routes, de transport, assurances, &e.— 
and ending at Bunder Abbas, and not an deli dune ligne allant de la frontitre 
to oppose, directly or indirectly, demands Afghan par Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, et 
for similar concessionsin this region which ahoutissant A Bender-Abbas, et & ne pas 
are suipported by the British Government, er, directement ou indirectement, 
de pareilles concessions 
dans cette région soutenues par Ie Goa- 
vornement Britannique. 













































ARDIOLE TLL, ARTICLE IIL. 





Russia, on her part, further engages La Russie, de son coté, s'enzage, en 
not (0 oppose, without’ previons arrange oufre, A ne pas Sopposer, sans entente 
ment with Great Bi 
ne to British subjects in the conce i 
Powsia within the tines niques dans es région 
icles Land I, Grvat entre les lignes dont ila 

‘mi igegemont tion aux Articles I et IT, 
rds the graut of concessions to Bretagne p g 
subjects in the same reg 4 Pégard des concessions en 








ai, any grant of préilable avee la Grande-Bretagne, i des 
ions en faveur de sujets Britan- 
de la Perse 























ons of i I . 

Porsin, Sujets Russes dans les mémes 
la Perse, 

‘Toute concession 

uour dans les limit 











Ws within the 
nd EL are 


All oxisting concessi 
lines mentioned in Articles 1 
mnaintaine'), 







tenue, 


ARTIOLE LY. ARTICLE LV. 


entenda que les revenus de 
s douanes Persanes, 4 Texception 
du Rarsistan et du Golfe Persique, 
arqntissant Vamortissement et 
des emprunts couclus. p 
mement du Schah i ka Banque 
réts de Perso jusqu’h 
gnature du présent 
, seront alfectés au meme 
Hut que par le passé, 


IL is amdorstood that te revenues of all — To 
av customs, With tlie exception of toutes | 
those of Fy and of tho Persian Gulf, de celle 
guaantecing the amortization and th 
terest, of the loans concluded by the 
Government of the Shah with the 
“Tingue W’Escompte et des Prots de 
Perse” up to the date of the signature 
of the present Arrangement, shall be 
dovated to the sume purpose 
paste 

Tis equally understood that the v 
of the Persi san and of 
the Persian Gulf, as well as those of ¢ n et du Golfe Persique, aussi bien 
shovies on ie Perkin shore of the que cous des pécheries sur le littoral 
an Sea and those of the Posts and nde la Mer mue et ceux des 
elegraphs, shall ho devoted, seront_aifectés, 
past, to the service of loans concluded by ne par le passe, vice des em- 
the Government of the Shah wi primts conelus par le Gouvernement du 

Schialy avee la Banque Inp de 

of the signature of the present Ar Perse jusqith la date de la signature div 
ment. présent Arrangement. 








































Il est également entendu que les 
enus des douanes Persanes du. Rar- 








































148¢ 
ARTICLE V. 


In the event of irregularities occurring 
in the amortization or the payment of the 
interest of the Persian loans concluded with 
the “Banque d'Escompte et des Prits 
de Perse” and with the Imperial Bank of 
Persia up to the date of the signature of 
the present Arrangement, and in the event 
of the necessity arising, for Russia to es 
tablish control over the sourees of revenue 
which are affected to the regular service 
of the Ioans concluded with the firs 
named Tank, and which are situated in 
ions mentioned in Article II of the 
present Convention, or for Great Britain 
to establish control over the sources of 
revenue which are aifected to the regular 
¢ of the loans concluded wi 
second-named bank, and which an 
in the rgions mentioned 
tle present Convention, the Bri 
Russian Governments undertake to enter 
beforehand into a friendly exchange of 
ideas with a view to determine, in agree- 
ment with each other, the means of 
giving effect to the measures of control 
testi m, and to avoid all interference 
iild not be in conformity with 
ples governing the present Con- 






































vention, 


















ARTICLE V, 
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(18564) No. 205. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 72.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, June 7, 1907. 
YOUR telegram No. 86: Persian Convention, 
Mr. O*Boime left last night with amendments which we desire to be inserted, but 
until we have had an opportunity of considering those proposed by M, Isvolsky it is 
advisable that you should not communicate them to him, 





[18839] No. 206, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 8.) 


b Gulakek, June 8, 1907. 
eported by the British Consul at Kermanshah that the situation is serious, 

the Government troops incapable, and the attitude of the tribes menacing. I havo 
informed him that no military measures will be taken by His Majesty’s Government ; 
that he should consult with his Russian and Turkish colleagues as to removing or 
arranging for the protection of foreign subjects if they are in danger; aud that all viske 
for the colony or for himself should be avoided. 

I presume that the Consul should have full powers to withdraw himself and colony 
if desirable, also that military action if necessary will be left to Turkey. 

Tam consulting my Turkish and Russian colleagues. 





[18846] No. 20), oR 


a 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 


(No. 144.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 9, 1907. 
WHE e No- ‘Sth-instant, Turkish inroads on a 
large scale in Luristan, at Baneh, and at Serdasht are complained of by the Persian 
Government. ‘The occupation of Persian territory near Urmi has been reported to the 
Russian Legation, and a collision near Mandali is reported from Bagdad. 
.», Lhe Persian Government asks that Russian and British Enbas at Constantinople 


will help. 
(Confidential,) 


‘The Persian Government are much gfraid of ‘Turkish intervention in the Luristan 
rebellion, The Salar has appealed to thf Turkish Embassy. 

I am informed that it is the dysire of the ‘Turkish Government, in view of 
possible Russian occupation of Azerbaif jan, to settle frontier question in the north-west 
in accordance with their interests, 


ee 


(18857) No, 208, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 


(No, 98.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 18, 1907, 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that, on receipt of my new letters of credence, 
Tasked for an audience of the Shah in order to present them to Hi: Majesty. 

The audience was accorded me, and I proceeded to the Palace on the 7th instant 
with the statf of His Majesty’s Legation, 

‘The Shahi received me standing, and supporting himself on a stick, as he had 
recently heen suffering from an attack of gout. The Foreign Minister was present, but 
not the Amin-es-Sultan. 

His Majesty was exceedingly amiable, He inquired with great interest as to the health 
of the King, and as to His Majesty’s recent voyage, and the visits which had been made 
to the feat Italy and Spain. [said that should be glad to be able to inform the 

1741 Q 


2Q 
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‘King as to a real improvement in His Majesty's health, and expressed satisfaction that the 
Son of a learned and trusted counsellor of the King should he one of the Shah's medical 
advisers. ‘The Shah expressed his thanks, and said that he had the highest opinion of 
Dé, Lindley’s medical acquirements as well as of his personal qualities. 1 then observed 
that Tis Majesty’s Government had learned with much satisfaction of the good under- 
standing which now existed between the Shah and his people; and that our own 
experience showed that such an understanding was the best and surest guarantee for the 
power and happiness of a nation and its Sovereign, His Majesty answered at once, and 
with emphasis: “I know that the nation is made for the Icing and the King for the 
nation, and that both must work together.” He added, however, that there was much 
disorder in the country, whieh he regretted, T said! that in the future, as in the past, he 
could count on the cordial co-operation of the British Sovereign and his Government in 
all that concerned the good of Persia, in which they were so deeply interested, and 1 said 
T was very happy to have been lately tlie instrument of the friendly policy of my Governe 
ment. I’ referred to the delay which hind heen recently accorded by His Maj 
Government as to the payment of the interest due on the British loan, His Majesty 
understood the allusion, and {urning to the Foreign Minister, who stood behind him, said 
that he had heen instructed to express his acknowledgments for the friendly action of 
Tis Majesty's Government, 

lis Majesty then said, in a particularly friendly manner, that he hoped to see me 
often, and that lie would have much to say to me. 

J expressed my gratitude, and asked leave to introduce the staif of the Legati 
to whom His Majesty, contrary to his past custom, was pleased to be gracious, 

T was then received by the Vatiahd, a little boy of 10, of whom I nd requested an 
audience in order {o emphasize the official recognition which I hae been instructed to 
commu te to the Persian Government, 









































ny 





Thave, &e 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(18858) No, 2 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 10.) 


019, 





(No, 99.) 

Bir, Gulaek, May 18, 1907, 
IN my despatches No, 55 of the 26th March and No, $0 of the 23rd April I had 

the hionout to transmil to you eoptes of correspondence which passed between this 

Legation and the Persian Government with regard to cortain clauses in the Charter of 

the new National Bank which appeared to be in contravention of the acquired rights 

of the Tmaperial Bank of Persia 





















sland if 
interests, ‘The 
ad asked the Government for the 
ed, and thoy had received in 
rd to the importation of i 
niscqucrices which might resiit from an abuse of this right, 
nd reiterated my arguments as to the advisability of avoiding all appearance of an 
anti-forvign policy, 

T used simi 
Affairs, 

As the intorest on the British advance (about 26,0002.) was due on the 5th Ap 
and the Minister for Foreign AMfairs had carnestly begged that T should represent to 
you tho desperato funicial position of Persin and the great need fora respite, T asked 
You, Sit, to authorize mo to deal with the two questions together. On 
Authorization, Finformiod (he Maccs-Sultauch and th 
Majesty's Government were not indisposed to give a friendly to tl 
request fora respite, but that thoy expectod the Persian Goverment, on i 
show an equally friendly attitude, 

Along delay ensued, in the course of which I felt it my duty to remind the two 
Ministers, in somewhat pressing language, of tlie position in which they would be 
placed should His Majesty's Government, impatient at the delay, take steps to enforce 
its just rights, 


monopoly of minting ri 
compensation a certain privilvsedl position with ree 
pointed out the grave 




















language (9 the Minister of Fhiauco and the Minister for Foreign 
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At length, on the Sth May, I received the vague and unsatisfactory 
letter of the 26th March, which T have the honour to inclose herewith, 

As experience has shown that little is to be gained by negotiation with the 
Persian Foreign Office and a modification of the Persian assurance, in a more liberal 
sense, would lave been almost impossible to obtain, in view of the pressure of 
interested parties on the Persian Goverminent, I addressed to the Ala-cs-Sultanch an 
official letter (copy inclosed) stating that I “accepte surance that no Concession 
has yet been given for the importation of silver to any one, and that the import of 
silver will remain free for every one, including the Tmperial Bank of Persia, on equal 
conditions.” In default of an official reply to my note the Persian Government is 
Bound to accept my statement as correct, and, if an official denial is addressed 
to me, His 2ajesty’s Government ean at once démand payment of the sums due 
to them, 

At the same fimo, I address: 
his statement that there was nothing 
Concession of the Imperial Bank. 

‘To make the standpoint of the Persian Government absolute 
the Manager of the Imp nk, applied for a permit to in 
a mint contract. Both the Minister of Finance and the Minister for Fo 
at onee gave their consent and delivered the 1 structions to M, 
who is now administering the Customs and the Mint in place of M, Naus. 

Tong delay ensued during which M, Mornard raised an entirely new question, 
ted to a contract entered into some years under which the bank had imported 
@ certain amount of silver for coinage in return for a promise from the Persian 
Government to pay 104,000, in London, Mf, Moruard requested that the bank should 
now liand over tie silver in return for the sleniing paytnont whieh Ne deslared, tho 
Persian Government was now ready to make, ‘Tho restilt would have been that at a 
time when, owing to exchange, the stock of silver was very low, the Imperial Bank 
would suddenly he forced to surrender a large amount of its cash reserve in return for 
4 sterling payment from a Governmont which had entirely refused to meet its legal 
obligations in other respects, 

AM. Rabino naturally refused to entertain this proposal, and insisted on immediate 
‘compliance with his request for a mint contract, 

Tinformed the Nast-ul-Mulk, Minister of Finanee, tat the matter was one which 
did not brook of delay, and’ that His Majesty's Government would view 

in the most serious light. I also sent a messuge to the ¥ 
expressing my astoni 
wore receiving for their indulgenee towards Per 

‘The result was that the Ala-es-Sultaneh ox; 
delay for which hie said lie was not re 
comply with the ban] 


ceply to my 



























private note to the Ala-cs-Sultanch traversing 
n tlie preferential silver clause contrary to the 





M. Rabino, 
port silver and also for 
n Afni 
Mornand, 




















































the unfriendly return which His Majesty's Government. 
in 











ssrot and surprise at the 
shad eon given. to 
jest, and he letter for the bank in which the 
that M, Mornard had received positive. instruct 
to negotiate for a mint contract with M. Rabino, ‘Peso instructions were eomplie 
with, and M, Momard is now in negotiation with M. Rahino, although the matter 
not so pressing, as owing ton sharp mportation of silver is for the 
moment impossible, 

T have sineo talked over th matter with tho Alasos-Saltanch and the Nase 
Mulk, and T venture to call your attention to some pecilian features of the inet 
Tt was rumoured in the town that « kirge importation of silycr Ind actually bec 
effected from the north, on behalf of persons unknown. ‘This rumour 4s. still 
unconfirmed, but although if trae the Customs Dopartinent must have had knowledge 
of it, the Minister of Finance was unable to obtain a definite affirmation or denial 
from the Customs oMcials. ‘The Ala-cs-Sultanch was quite positive that the Shah, the 
Finanee Minister, and himself had siven definite instructions to the Customs Depart 
ment, M. Mornand offered no excuse for his delay boy’ i 
had called upon M 
expressed his conviction that M. Mormard, in del 
under the advice of M. Naus, whose principal obj 
‘il-feeling between the Persian Government and foreign 

J would observe that the offer of a sterling payment for 1040004 in London ts 
somewhat surprising in view of the present state of Persian Finance, and that the 
evident object of this proposal, which must have emanated from a foreign capitalist, 
was to withdraw a large portion of its cash reserve from the yaults of the Imperial 
Bank. If in addition to this withdrawal the Persian Government had raised 










































id acted: 
rs to be to cause. 
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difficulties as to signing a mint contract, the position of the Imperial Bank would 
have been seriously compromised, and this possibility is the justification for the 
somewhat violent language which T felt called upon to use. 

With regard to the present position of the silver question, T haye the honour to 

point out that the Concession of the National Bank is not yet in force, nor likely to be 
for some time as no money is yetfortheoming. T understand from the Ala-es-Sultanch 
that the Government has raiséd very serious objections to the extensive monopolies 
claimed by the new bank which seriously eripple the resourees of the Government. 
Should the preferential clause he put into force we shall be in a position to raise @ 
serious protest on the ground of the correspondence which lias already passed, and 
this protest will bo backed by a claim for repayment of the debts to the British 
Government and the bank now overdue, which amount to a considerable sum, 
At the same time there remains the unfortunate fact that the charter of the 
Imperial Bank contains no express provision safeguarding their privileges in this 
respect, and that. it is only by implication that we can claim equal rights as to the 
importation of silver 

With the establishment of a National Bank, especially if supported by a foreign 
Banking Syndicate, the note monopoly of the Imperial Bank will be seriously 
treatened, and the incident reported in this despatch may be regarded as a useful 
object-lesson, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CEOLL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 209. 


Aluces-Sullanch to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(Privato,) 
May 5, 1907. 
tatoments made by the Manager of 
the Impor t 1. the import of’ silver, and the 
apprehension entertained by you that the monopoly of the import of silver will cause 
difliculties for the bank, 
Although sucli a Concession had not yet heen given to any one, and perhaps the 
silver is a trate open to all, and the bank and all’ merchants can import 
that motal, T consider it nc woint out that the point in question will not be 
ysainst the Concession of the Imperial Bank: 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 209, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Ala-ee-Sullaneh, 
((Uvanstation,) May 6, 1907. 

L HAVE received your letter of the Sth May, and accept your assurance that no 
Concession tins ven for the importation of silver to any one, and that the 
import of silver will remain free for every one, including the Imperial Bank, on equal 
conititions, 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 209, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Alaces-Sultaneh, 

(Private,) May 6, 1907. 

WITH rexard to the statement contained in your letter respecting the bank's 
Concession, Fm: K that the Concession imposes on the bank the obliza 
pay on demand a ry note presented for 
refuses a he Dank to in in onder to do that which 
the Coneessi they must do, namely, to give silver in exehange for notes, it is 
quite clear tliat the Persian Government violates the Concession anid indeed practically 
cancels it. 

If Tam bound by my diplomatic duties to answer the letters which you are good 
énough to send me, and if the Persian Goverment refuses to allow me to import 

and paper for the use of my chancery, it is you, and not I, who are 

respousible for my failure to perform my duties, It is from this standpoint that am 
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bound to protest against the view which you have expressed as to the Concession of 
the Imperial Bank; and in case the Persian Government refuse to allow the bank to 
import aud coin silver for the payment of notes, it is my duty to warn you that the 
matter will be viewed by my Government in the most serious light, é 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 209, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Nasr-ul-Mulk, 


Dear Nasr-ul-Mulk, Tehran, May 8, 1907. 

I INCLOSE a letter from the Imperial Bank asking that you will depute a 
competent person to negotiate a mint contract 

We are still waiting for the promised letter as to liberty of importing silver and 
the delay is having a yery unfortunate effect in London, which, of course, Leni ao 
nothing to prevent. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) CECH, SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure 5 in No. 209, 


M, Rabino to Nasr-tl-Mulk, 
Excellenor, (Undated.) 
AWE have the honour to inform your Excellency thiit, in view of tho distross’ in 
the bazaar and the urgent money requirements of the Government, it is necessary to 
import silver as soon as possible, 
We beg your Excellency, therofore, to name a delegate to nogotinte a mint 
contract with the Imperial Bank. k 


‘We remain, &o, 
(Signed) J, RABINO, 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 209. 
M, Rabino to Sir C, Spring-Rive, 


‘Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, 
Dear Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, eet, th tone 


I WOULD be obliged by your pressing for the silver contract, as Nasraul-Mulke 


appears to be acting with some duplicity in the matter, promising without any. 
intention of performing. 


‘The Customs people persist in their statement that 100 loads of silyer have heen 
Tanded, indeed have arrived liere. ‘The story, however, appears to mo incredible, 
Yours, &e, 
(Signed) J, RABINO, 


Tnelosure 7 in No, 209, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Nasr-ul-Mulle 


Dear Nasr-ul-Mulk, Tehran, May 18, 1907. 

1 HEAR to my great astonislimont that the silver permit (permission to import 
silver) has not yet been given to M. Rabino.) 

Hf the permit is not given to him within two days from writing. this letter 
(that is, at 12, the 13th May), T shal! inform my Government, who will, 1 have 
no doubt, entirely modify their present holief in the friendly intontions of the 
Persian Government, and will no doubt modify their attitude towards the Persian 
Government accordingly. 

You understand, no doubt, the situation in which you are placed, 

Yours, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


fetes) 2h 
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Ministry with political information: 
an old. grudge against M. Ha 
animosity. 


T beg to ald that the “ Nove Vremya” lias 
ig, who has frequently been the object of its 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 

















(18861) No. 211, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) ‘ 
(No, 102.) 
Sir, Gulatek, May 19, 1907, 

WIM reference to my despateh No. 48 of the Ist March’ last, in’ which I 
transmitted copy of M, Naus' Report on the southern customs, 1 have now the honour 
{o forward a copy of an interesting, desyatel: ou this subject addressed by Major Cox to 
Sir Louis Dane, 

With regard to Major Cox’ suggestions on the s 
existing ‘Tritt, T would observe that there ean be io. doubt that it is responsible for the 

ease of simuugeling in Southern Persia, aud that the best means of discouraging 
ontraband trate would be to reintroduce a 5 per cent, or § per cent. customs duty. But 
ho existing Tariff is an important instrument in Russian commereial policy in this 
country, and I fear there is little chance of obtaining Russia's consent to a moditieation, 
on the grounds that the revenue for the southern ports (in whieh Russia is not interested) 
has suifered in consequence. 

‘The great increase in the arms traffic is an independent question. Tt is an 
extremely important one to both Persia and India, and, iff continued, it is evident 
that the male population of Persia, Afghanistan, and Beluchistan will soon be armed 
With small-bore rites of good quality, An’ cilieicut customs organization in 
Southern Persia might possibly he of some use in discourazing the trade in arms, 
Mut, a8 Major Cox. points out, nothing is to be hoped for from the action of the 
Persian Government, 














Hjvct of a modification of the 





























T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnolosure in No, 211, 


Major Cox to Sir Ls Dane. 

Sin, Bushire, March 81, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to submit a copy of a communication addressed by M, Naus, 
ter of Customs, to the Persian Prine Minister, which Sir Cecil Spring-Rice has 
lly forwarded to me with the request that T will transmit a copy to the Gover 
iment of Inn sith auch eoisinentas Lanny have to offer, communicating my observations 

to him at the same time, 

2. M, Nous! note deals both with the question of contraband trad 
Gulf in. general and with the iMliett trafic in arms in particulary and wl 


















u the Persian 
le it may be 








taken for yranted that he makes the most of a brief which was clearly’ the 
Sequel to the recent upheaval in the Bushire Customs, culminating in the exit of the 








Derya Boi and M, Heynssens trom the Gulf stage, and while Lam not in a position 
teadily to test the detniled accuracy of his figures, there is nevertheless no doubt 
whatever that his statements are generally speaking well-founded, though somewhat 
overdrawn, 

Tn forvording the papers fo me the Minister observes that we are deeply interested 
Hoth in the suppression of the arnis traffic and in the maintenanee of the customs 
tevenne of Southern Persia, a fact which the Government of India will readily indorse ; 
Hut in the second connection T should explain that the remarkable impetus given to 

cling during the past tivo oF three years, which has frequently been drawn atten- 
tion to by this Olfiee (ay. Bushire Trade Report for 1905). 
immediate result of the enhianeed Tariff accepted hy 
‘of the 9th ary’, 1903, and it would surely be diffi 
uiictment oainist that aril than this parting joromiall which the late Minister of 
stoms ns left on record, 

In my Administration Report for 1905-1906, when referrin 
smiugal 

































to the prevalence of 
ing conditions of administration, 
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1s fora moment, in order 
who has 






M. Heynssens, L kuow, always belioved tliat his Excellency was the deus ex machind 
of the plot or agitation recently got up against him by the Mullalis and populace. of 
Bushiro, and it is only natural that in vindieating his subordinate and his administration 
the Minister of Customs shoulil make the mast. of available material in stating. his case 
against the Derya Begi; but as I read his veliement. impeachment of the late Governor 
T cannot help remarking how times haye changed since Sir Arthur Hardinge, addressing 
the Foreign Olfice in his despatch No, 31, Commercial, of June 1905, regarding the 
previous agitation of April and May of that year, wrote :— 














“T hear from a confidential source that M, Naus, ina Report to te Vali Ahd (the 
present Shah) dated the rd instant, informs His Imperial Highness that the agitation 
at Bushire has subsided, but that the Prince Governor-General of Fars is alleged to be 
reviving it at Shiraz, His Excellency in this Report speaks in very eulogistic terms of 
the Derya Beui, the present Governor of the Gulf ports,” 














4, Much might be written regarding many of the points raised in M, Nous? 
comprohiensive exposition of the existing position in the Gull, but. as 1 start with the 
Deliof that most of his statements are well-founded, it will porliaps be sulicient st T take 
the salient features of his remarks and recommendations seriatim, and add such briet 
comment as seems culled for, 











(1) ‘The division of jurisdiction over the Fars and Mekran coasts between the 
Governors of Bushire, Shiraz, and Kerman, 


There cau be no two opin 
conditions, not alo: 





1s as to the evils arising from these administrative 
regan to fiscal matters. It is not only that the division of 
Jurisdiction exists and is inconvenient, but that boundaries are iiever well defined, aud 
jurisdiction is constantly being shifted. ‘Thus in the course of routine cases one is 

staitiy confronted ith the rejoinder, "his. is no longer my. responsibility; the 
district has been transferred to sound so, I ean do no more. 

















(2.) The order that all ports where export and import is permissible should be 
handed over to the Customs, 





‘This was @ measure which, when it was first communicated to me, caused mo a 
good deal of appreliension.. It sould appear, fiowever, [rom tle present context, that 
all that was intenided was that the customs should in all eases be adwinistered under 
the orders of the Belgian Director-General, and uot wider arrangements nade by. the 
petty logal Kans. 


















(3) The comparative figures of the revenue of the eusioms of the south from 
itehklian-il (1900-1901) to Yountil (1406-1907), 


M. Naus’ remarks under Loui-il (1904-1909) regarding the establishment of the 
Russian line and the free transit. granted throuzh the Caucasus are interesting, I have 
ko means of checking M. Naus’ figures; no doubt they are relatively correct, 

(u7a1] 28 
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(4) The suggestion that imports into Muscat, Babrein, and Koweit are gradually 
and abnormally increasing, owing to the fact that they have become distributing 
centres for the insinuation of contraband through the small ports of Persia. 


So far as arms and ammunition are concerned, this suggestion is undoubtedly well- 
founded, as the Government of India are aware, and probably it is true, though to a less 
considerable extent, in the eaxe of other highly-taxed articles. 1 haye in a previous 
report surmised that the reluctance of the Sheikh of Bahrein to aceept a very liberal 
ofler from us, as a condition of our conducting his Customs Administration, is connected 
with the existence of such a state of things approaching that now indicated, {am 
asking our Representativ at, Bahrein, and Koweit to make special inqui 
under this head, in connection with the submission of their trade reports for the past 

ent. 

OO Ne a rorcely on thera tiealtion aaar wiveh( they A dniahGattn ofasie:Gaticee 
of the south labours, M. Naus recommends a rearrangement of jurisdiction along the 
Persian littoral, under which all the Gulf ports from Mohommerah to Gwettur will be 
hvought under’ the direct control of the Governor of Busbire, He aids the sie gud 
non that the Khans of Bunder Rig, Boudhilleh, Tangistan, and Dashti (all in the 
neighbourhood of Bushire), and Sirdar Saced Khan of Gail in Persian Mekran must be 

oser!-and exiled. With these recommendations he eouples the vame of the Sace 

es-Sultaneh, our new Governor, and indulges in the hope that in him the Persian 
Government now have the right man in the right place, 

‘The collection of all the Gulf ports under one Governor, provided with the means 
A his disposal to control them, would be a most admirable arrangement, but 1 fear 
that until Persia changes her spots M, Naus! recommendations will’ remain a 
counsel of perfection whie be out of the question to carry into effect. 

Aw regards tHe present Governor it is perhaps early to speak, but from whiat I see 
of him I doubt his eapacity for dealing with the situation, and there are even grounds 
for suspecting his honvsty of purpose, His first step inthe direetion advocated. has 
hicen to ask for n foree wherewith to cocree the Khan of Robilla, referred to by 
M. Nans, not to. yunish him for past misdeeds, but in order to reeover, 1 suppose for 
iis own coflors, w revenne assessment which is double what the distriet can lexi 

nd whieh the Khan could only pay on the assumption that he did make a larg 
nic from amngelings, ‘Whe more fier oF usking such an amount of revenue trom him 
obliges him to snuggle, 

‘Ay to the expulsion or di mentioned and of Saved Khan of 
Gail, it seems futile i a project seriously under prosent cirennistances, 

ther the Governor of Bus the former case, nor of Bimpur in the latter, 
Are in a position to put it into exeeutio 
, Leonchuly with a reiteration of the hope that, having regard to the state of thi 
dicated in M, Naus’ com nication, the question of approa the Russian 
Government with n view (o the joint revision of the Tarill, in the interests of the three 
Governments whieh were party to the Convention, may be taken into lively con- 
sideration, 

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, tor 

information, 
Thave, 
(Signed) P. 4, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





(18862) Noa}es 


Sir C: SprowsRice to Sir Edward Grev.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 103.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, May 19, 1907. 

TL HAVE the honour to mform you that Herr . tent for the Dresdner 
Bank, has arrived here, and has heen placed in communication with the Persian 
authorities by Herr Stemrich, the German Minister, 

Thave spoken with the Atabex-i-Azam, the Foreign Minister, and the Minister of 
Finance on the subject of tor Gutmann's missi 
from the confidential state 
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German banking institution the right to establish itself in Persia and there carry on 
commercial business. But it was understood verbally that the bank, when established, 
should make advances on current account to the Persian Government in return for such 
favours as should subsequently be negotiated. 

Herr Gutmann has now arrived with the intention of deciding. the conditions (if 


edges) take an active part in the 
ci hich the bank must demand in 
one, ‘The difficulty is, where and how 


‘ean sucht security be found 

I gather that the Persian officials, while expressing, as usual, a sincere desire for a 
pecuniary advance, are much impressed. by. the determination shown by Herr Gutmann 
not to consent to an advance without adequate security. And in view of the opposition 
Which may he expected from Russia, England, and the Persian people, il is extremely 
difficult to see how such security can be atforded, 

Herr Gutmann and Herr Stemrich themselves state that there is no valid reason 
why Persia should not be a good field for profitable investment, ftom. the purely 
commercial point of view. ‘The banker s me that he intends to begin operations 
on a modest scale by advancing money on bills of lading in conneetion with the trade 
between Persia and Constantinople. Constantinople is an: important. distribnting 
station for Persian trade, and the Dresdner Bank finances the Deutscli-Orient Bank 
established in iat city, Tn addition to this business he proposes to look about him for 
profitable enterprises, and is in hopes of finding such, especially inv connection with 

and irrigation. 

V confess that the experience of other nations in this respect is not encouraging, 

reign cuterprise in Persin has been, so far, a long record of failure and disap- 
pointnent 

Tam in frequent com ion with my Russian colleague on this subjeet, and we 
have both received information to the effect that Herr Gutmann, who was on intimate: 
terms with Mustapha Kamel in Egypt, is making free use of the sympathy shown by the 
German Emperor for the interests and aspirations of Mussulmans. He may be 
successful in obtaining some meastire of influence here, hut I do not believe that, unless 
he is prepared to make an advance without adequate security —whieh is not very’ likely, 
although of course possible in the hopes of fayours to come—he can succeed in 
seriously shaking the position of the Russian and British Hanks, which, owing to the 
backing of their respective Governments, must retain'a very strong hold on the Persian 
Government, 

1 venture, however, to ask your attention to the eiroumstancos already reported to 
You in connection with the proposed import of silver for coinnze by the Imperial Bank, 
If the German Bank was prepared to advance the 104,000/, in London in order to 
enable the Persian Government or the National Bank to lay hands on the. bank's 
silver reserve, the situation may become serious at any: moment, as a combined attack 
on the Imperial Bank's privilege of a note issue, organized hy the National Bank with 
the support of the German Bank, would have disagrecable consequences. At present 
‘# union between the two is not’ very likely, firstly, owing to the strong anti-Buropean 
feclings which now animate the Persian nation, and, secondly, because the National 
Bank has as yet no real existence and no capital whatever. 

Bat the danger exists and should not be lost sight of, although the Germans can at 
present, I believe with truth, deny the existence of any compact between the two, 

"The French Minister, who his served in Morocco, is greatly impressed. by. the 
political and commercial dingers involved in an attempted isolation of Germany, Ife 
maintains that a hostile attitude towards German influence and enterprise on the part 
of the three friendly Governments of Russia, France, and England will create 
automatically a honil of sympathy between the Persians and Germans, and that on the 
publication of an Agreement between Russia and Englund, Germany willl naturally 
assume the rile de seureur, which she will be able to turn to political and commerci 
profit. He is therefore in’ favour of a policy of “going to meet the danger, 
inviting the | co-operation of Germany ant France, Whe necessary 
however, of a formal fuancial allianee @ quatre woul be to impose European financial 
vontrol on the Persian people, aud this would open a most difficult question, But it 
sliould not, in M. de fa Martiniére’s opinion, be impossible to form a working 
Commercial Agreement between the nations of Europe for avoiding friction or 
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Persian Government; but aboye alll to take advantage of M. Naus’ demand for leave 
to quit the country, in order to obtain his immediate departure I agreed with his 
Views, and at hia request called simultancously with him upon the Attabek, whom we 
found in his garden, Tt appeared from the Attabek’s statements that the difficulty was 
that the Assembly demanded M. Naus? presence in Tehran until the examination of his 
Accounts had ben concluded, ‘This, I may remark, will be a matter of mouths; three 
eur’ accounts will haye to be examined, and for some reason or other the foreign 
auditor whom it was desired to appoint has not been summoned, His Highness, 
howover, entirely agreed with us that his presence here was a source of danger, as he 

ht be atiacked at any moment, and his influence did not tell in favour of peage or 
; n, He added that he himself was.an old friend and wellwisher of M. Naus, 
‘and that he was quite convineed that it was in his best interest to facilitate his departure, 
Te vould do all in his power to obtain the consent of the Assembly. 

Te appenrs that negotiations with the Assembly have since een entered into. and 
tlieir consent obtained to M. Naus? departure on the understanding that the Belgi 
Government would not fail {o take action if it were established that MI. Naus had 
boon guilty of malversation, ‘They refused, however, to entertain the demand tor 
compensation, and as a compromise it was arranged that M. Naus should be granted 
one year's leave with full pay. 

T understand that certain claimants have protested against his departure, but that 
it is hoped that (his difficulty will be overcome, and that 3, Naus will he allowed to 
opart, He says, hinself tat if circumstances change he will return to resun 
funet ‘here is no doubt of his great ability and en Dut his ue 
have been of such @ nature that popular op mie strongly. prejudiced 
‘against any form of foreign control; and I fear this prejudice, whether justilied or not, 
is deeply rooted, aud will take some time to eradicate, 

Hliave, & 
(Signed) 








































TL SPRING-RICE 





(18867) No, 215. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Ridward Grey.—(Received ime 10) 
(No. 108.) 
Sir, Gulalek, May 20, 1907. 


SOME time ago an English newspaper published an interview with the Russian 
Minister, complaining of the hostile attitude of the British Indian officials in Persia. 
AL the request of Sir Louis Dane {communicated to M. Martwig the extremely 
friendly and. conciliatory instructions which the Indian Government laud issued to the 
Britisli Indian officials here on the subject of their relations with Uueir Russian 
colleagues, 

‘As fy as Tam aware, thes 
glad to observe that at the pr 
relations betweon the Russian and British Repre: 
chaructoristic instance of the {inproveni jations I roay mention an amus 
correspondence which has passed between Major Sykes and Myde Klewme, in. which 
tliey have matually communicated the reports which they had received from Persian 
‘agents relative to the proceedings of the othe: 

‘Unfortunately I must record the fict that at Bunder AUbas—to take an instance 
of a contrary tendency the Russian Representative has not shown the slightest desire 
to modify the hostile ‘policy which he has pursued for years. I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, British Viee-Consul at Bunder Abbas, 
recording an attompt (by no mentis the first attempt of this kind) made by M. Osycenko, 
the Russian Consul, to bribe the servant of au English traveller, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 











(ructions have been punetually complied with, 1 am 
cipal points of contact—Meshed and Bushire—the 
wentatives have been cordial. As a 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 215. 





Consul Gabriel to Major Cox. 


Sir, Bunder Abbas, March 15, 1907. 

IN continuation of my letters dated the 29th January aud the 27th February 
last, on the subject of the general attitude of my Russian colleague, I have the 
honour to forward herewith for information # translation of a sworn statement made 
to me with regard to an attempt made by Mirza Abbas, Munshi of the Russian 
Consulate, to bribe a personal servant engaged by me to aecompany Messrs, Wilon 
and Cruikshank, who recently left here en route for Shitaz, vid Lar, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ©, H. GABRIRL, Lieutenant, His Britannic 

‘Majesty's Consul and Assistant Resident, 
Bunder Abbas, 














Inclosure 2 in No. 215. 

Srareent made by Hasan-hin-Mahomed Ali, late peon of the British Consulate, 
Bunder Abbas, and now engaged by His Britannic Majesty's Consulate to 
accompany Lieutenants Wilson and Criikshank on their journey to Shiraz, 





(ranslation,) 

LAST night, ie, Wednesiay, the 28th Muharram, 1825 (13th March, 1907), was 
in my house, and it was about 3 o'clock of the night, when aman eame to mo and asked 
me to come out, as Mirza Abbas wanted me, I went along with him to the house of the 
Inte Ali Haji Maliomied Husseit: and saw some people sitting and talking there, Twas 
then taken into an inner room of seerocy and ten syus ordered to be served to me, I 
consequently sat there for nearly an Hour unl the visions had gone avy, ‘When he 
called me and said that he had the intention of rendering me remunerative service, 
Eventually T asked him “How would it be remunerative #” He replied, saying, “1 
have heard you nre going to accompany’ the English officers,” and thon asked whether 1 
Knew where they wete going to. To this [said that I was their servant ; T must go 
Aierover they went. He then requested me to watch carefully where the olicers vent 
and to sco what they did, ie,, whether they take photographs, or whether they take 
notes of stones, &e., or whether they give presents to, any one, and in what way they 
Speak to any one, and asked me to write to him, promising to pay me from’ to 4 fomans 
for every lotter. I replied that if at any time Pid serview for him he cond pay. my 
Then he told me that he wanted letters from me from) Tar, Jahrum, and Shiraz, &e,, 
giving him full particulars, and asked me to write on the envelope his name, whieh he 
gwve as Sheikh Abbas-hin-Sheikh Ahmed. T then snid to him, ‘AML right,” and 
getting up came straight to my house and slept the night there, In the morning 1 
thought over the matter as {o who this man might ho, ant concluded that it would be 
hetter if T again went to the man and got from Nim some wore particulars, I tierefore 
went to his house early in the morning aud said that 1 ii thet, iff wrote a letter 
to him from stage to stage it would Vecome known, and that it would be better it L 
collected the particulars on the way and then handed them to him on my return, 

‘This is the incident which occurred last night, and 1 have now come to you to 
relate the matter and to take your orders thereon. 
















































‘The above statement was taken in my presence and was signed by the man Hassan, 
sho also swore that it was the truth, 


(Signed) ©, H. Gannren, Lieutenant, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Assistant Resitent, 
Bunder Abbas 






























Tnclosure 3 in No. 215. 


M, de Klemme to Major Sykes, 
Dear Major Sykes, Meshed, April 1, 1907. 
IN addition to what I told you yesterday about the news that had spread at 
Meshed, T inclose an extract of the report of our Agent at Meshed I mentioned 
to you. 
: Yours, &e. 
(Sigued) W. ve KLEMME. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 215. 


Extract from Report of Meshed Agent of the Russian Consul-General, 





(Vranslation,) Murch 29, 190 
TH shopkeepers and Persian and Tabreex merchants, with some of the shrine 
people, all numbering about 2,000 men, repaired ina body to the house of Haji Mirza 
Habid, the Mujtahid, to complain that i was now two days that tie telegraph office 
hail beon closed, According to, the statement of certain persons, news has, by letter 
‘nd telegraph, issued from the British Consulate that the Salar-u-Dola has arrived in 
Poliran, accompanied by 12,000 troops, with the intent 
with the Shah, and also that these troops fiad taken the 
und Killed: all’ of ions, and that 4,000/ Russian infantry had reached 
ie object of protecting the Russian Fegation. Wiew once the m 
Majlis was started, dhe majority off hen re state (0 have tieen killed by the 
fuutey, he members of hs Majlis aie said to have met the sawe 

fie at the hands of tlie Russian solic 































Tnelosure 5 in No. 215, 


Major Sukes to M. ile Klemme. 
My dear M, de Klomme: 

MANY thanks for your note and its inclosure. 

Tan at p happy to be served by @ reniarkably good staff, each member of 
Which is intelligent enough to note the excellent relations which exist between us. 
Under the eireumstances, [lo nob think that we need pay any attention to the 
fusiginative fidbrientions of ne jut to prove that { too possess a news-writer 

not altogether lacking ualities, Pinelose an extract from a report 
sty, which will, | hope, amuse you as it has done me, 


Meshed, April 2, 1907. 

























gned)  -P, MOLESWORMIL SYKES. 








Inclosure 6 in N 





act front Report of the Meshed Nevs-writer of the British Consul-General, 


(Hranstation,) March 81, 1 

ACCORDING to a statement made by the Russian Consul-General, 300 Ru: 
Cossacks, with Gvo guns, have arrived on the Khorassan frontier from Askhabad, and 
svem bent on creating wdisturbance to aiTord the Russians a pretext, 

















/18868] No, 216. 





Sir ©. SpringeRtice to Sin Eiteard Grey.—(Receivert June 10.) 

(No. 109.) 

Sin Gulahek, May 
T HAVE the honour to trausmit herewith an interestine report \ 
ced from Mr. Loraine on the st 

hich he has just passed on his way to his post 


21, 1907 
ich [ have 
affairs in the Bakhtiari country, throuzh 
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Lentirely concur in his views as to the advisability of intrusting the conduct of 
hands of Captain Lorimer, 
With regard to negotiations here, I should be inclined to avoid as much as po 
Chiefs resident in. the capital, 
Shiould negotiations become necessary with the Central Government (Which unfortunately 
may be the ease), Mr, Kitabji would be able to act as information agent, and as the 
meilium of communication, always under the control of His Majesty's Legation, whieh, 
however, 1 should like to Keep as much as possible in the backgroud, 




























In any ease, 1 propose to keep Captain Lorimer informed of every point and to take 
no steps without his knowledge, and, as I have already stated, to intrast the negotiations 






m, $0 Tar as this is possible. 
With regard to the question of the new Ikhant I have re 
tion from the Persian Government, Both sides have attempted to enlist my sympathi 
Thave replied that he Shah is master in his own country, and that if the new appoint 
ment is inadmissible [ presume the Bakhtiari themselves will take measures, after tei 
own manner, to bring this fact to their Sovereign’. dye, 1 have also recoived 
threatening intimations from both sides to Uie effect Uiat British lives and property are 
in danger in consequence of the machinations of the opposite faction, I have replied 
that [ entirely refuse to believe the chivalrous and hospitable Baklitiati to be capable of 
an unprovoked attack on innocent guests, bat that if such a crime should occur the 
corsequences would fall upon the whole tribe without discrimination, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CKOIL SPRING-RIOE, 





‘ived no official intima- 





















Inclosure in No, 216, 
Mr. Loraine to Sir ©. Spring-Rice, 
Sir, Gulahek, May 20, 1907. 
sh you in due course with a Memorandum on the 
Journey I recently undertook from Constantinople to Tehran, vid Bugdad, Bussoral, 
Ahwaz, and Ispalian, and in the meantime 1 beg to submit, at, your request, some 
impressions that T gathered on the state of affairs in the Bakhtiari country, through 
which T passed, 

Betore enter 
Lorimer, H 





T SHALL have the honour to furni 














1g the Bakhitiari country Twas f 
Majesty's Vice-Consul_ at Alwa 
country, such as the D'Arey Oil C 
His Majesty's Legation has to deal, 

aptain Lorimer seemed to me to possess a thoroughly competent knowledge of 
tiese questions and of the local conditions by whieh they are alfected. 

His name 1 found widely known and universally respected among the Bakhtiari 
themselves, and both for this reason and for the skill and portinacity he has shown in 
previous negotiations with the Bakhtiari Khans I feel sure that Captain Lorimer is 
ulinirably fitted to conduct any future negotiations with the Ch 

It is obvious from a perusal of the “dossiers” of the two questions I have referred 

the Bakhtiari Khans find that, if dissatisfied with the result of their 
ations in one place, they ean go to another, ey., Tehran or Ispaban, and. begin 
discussions with some other authority in the hope of getting better terms than tliey 
extracted in the first place, it is impossible to yet relations with them established on a 
business footing, 

Consequently the first 





ortunately able to dise 
Z rious questions. conn 
gssion and the Lynch road to Tspahan, with which 














































im must be to confine the scope for intrigue at present 
possessed by the Khans within the narrovest possible limits, aud this, I believe, could be 
achieved if Captain Lorimer were, under the supervision of the Legation, made the gole 
intermediary ax between the Legation (except in Teliran itself), Messrs. Lynch, and the 
Oil Concessionnaires on the one hand, aud the Baklitiari Kans on the other, Tu this 
the Legation would k 
hey "vould: Gob-oSianil 
ng ith him, 























them to try to work behind C 
ds put forward by i 
Legation, 


It is particularly important also that the British Vice-Consul should be the 
ui) 2u 


tain Lorimer’s back, aud that any representations or 
would enjoy the full support and approval of the 
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intermediary between Messrs. Lynch and the Khans. ‘The latter simply detest the very unmolested in his former position. Things were helped a little by the appearance 
name of Lynch, and at once become intolerant and intractable when it comes to direct of Meta Kuli Khar, son of Haji Khosro Khan, who speaks English fairly 
negotiation between them and the Company’s agents, whom they regard as sharp intelligibly. ‘ ‘ 
business men who seck to outwit them at every tum with a view to obtain ultimately a The Shabab, on the other hand, has not the wall-bred look of his: cousin, and 
tHoldon their eountey, wkicl they will not be able to.shake off though entirely lacking in personal distinction, scems possessed of a certain shrewdness. 
On the other hand, the good name of the British Government stands high in this ‘He was most lospitable and friendly, and did all he could to facilitate our journey. 
arilghiDiiad o Enplanlie tue Poweninhom the: Ra htaarienon, i wliose onesty aia Without a far more intimate knowledge of the people and country than I possess 





ity of their coming to blows, ‘The Samsam 


integrity they have confidence, and to whom they would naturally turn for support in it is hard to say whether there is any possi 








time of real need. Consequently, if all negotiations were to be placed in the impartial had, believe, about £00 armed men in his camp. ‘The Shalab had, I think, perhaps 
hands of the authorized Representative of the British Government, it is not unreasonable 100 more, and could, I was told, immediately raise up to about 5,000 if it came to 





shoulil imagine to be in fayour of the Shahab, as it will give 


to expect that not only would any representations thus made to the Khans acquire fighting, Any delay I 
t i reat paieieed thority recognized, and in some degree consolidated, among the 


greater force, but also that the tiresome confusion which has hitherto charaeterized time to get his 
these questions would in the future be avoided, or at least minimized. : 

T have heard in the past of comings and goings of Russian agents in the Bakhtiari oly ak Gali ty, ty Nasty tlie Salesrncos leaves Urothes, ofp toy oun tal 
country ; on my way through I inquired whether any Russians or other foreigners had amsam had reeeived orders to proceed to Tehran, under threat of retribution 
heon recently along the road, and was told that no Russian had been there for being visited on his only son, Murtaza Kuli Khan, whom lie was unwise enough to 
four yeu, send to the capital, If this be true it would seem that the Samsam liad no choice but to 

‘OF course T am unable to speak with authority, having only travelled through the comply. 
























country, biut 1 was left with the strong impression that if any serious attempt has been ‘The Shahab of course did not lose the opportunity of parading @ member of is 
made t) undermine the position of Great Britain in that region been signally Majesty's Legation as being under his protection as Mkhani, and the effect of this 
Tangugenastyl}vandl Chae. onegiaomes prodeuUifniaunlorstandibge cant he <liarsll away, outward manifestation of his new authority was doubtless not lost on the tribes through 
and Insiness relations established on a satisfactory basis—satisfactory also to the Whom we passed; he also srasped the opportunity in am even more practical fashion 
Baklitias’ in the sense that. thoy would feel their independence in no way threatened by joining two heavily loaded mules on to. my caravan, and I subsequently discovered 
thercly—a stronghold of British influence might be built up which it would be well-nigh that their loads were rifles, presumably for distribution among his adherents 
Impossible to assail, in the outlying districts, ‘The sedulous care with which my caravan was diverted from 





‘As hinw heen frequently pointed out, the weakness of the Baklitiari lies in their different villages on the road which owed allezinnce to the Samsam, where the time was 








oft-reenrring internal dissensions, and their impotence to prevent the superior diplomacy obviously not yet ripe for asserting the authority of the new Mkhani, made me think 
Of Wehian from profiling by. these tovassert tie shadowy. suzerninty of the Persian iat the old Tikhani might have a considerable, it scattered, following if matters reached 
Monarch over their country. On the way Lwas confronted with a remarkable instance a crisis. 


There may of course be fighting, but from the few impressions T received of the 
Before lets hwor, Sheikh Ihasaal) of Mtohammerah, Kindly called! on ime av iis Baklitiaricliaracter I think in that event: more hiarm would be likely to be done to the 
Majesty's Vice-Consulate, as [ svas prevented from going to sce him bya bad knee. He property than to the persons of the opposing factions, 
told us that news had just reached lim of the deposition of the then Ikhani, Samsam- at 
‘es-Naltanch, and of the appointment of his first cousin, Shabab-es-Saltanch, previously (Signed), PEROY U. LORAINE. 
iegi, to succeed him, ‘The Sheikh was openly delighted at the new appointment, as 
hie lind been unable to arrive at any settlement of his outstanding difficulties with the 
Bakhtiari, such as the questions of the Governorship of Behbahan and the sutrender of {18869} No. 217, 
refiygeos, so long as the Samsam-es-Saltaneh had been Ikhani, and he hoped to find 
negotiation with his successor easier, Sir C. Sprin 
I started for Ispalian before any official notification of this change reached (No. 110.) 
Aliwvaz, Sir, 
When I reached Malamir—and before I got there passers-by warned us that 
quarrel between the two leading Chiefs had broken out, and that fighting might 
‘AL any moment—T was somewhat perplexed to know under the protection of which of 





of this peculiart 



























Rice to Sir Bdivard Grey.—(Received June 10.) 





; Gulalick, May 21, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose an interesting Memorandum, drayn up by 

Mr, Churchill, reporting @ conversation he has had with the Aminsos-Sult 
Highness offically, but had a private meeting with him in his, 











these gentlemen I should place myself, for Elearned that they were both at Malamir, garden, in which the conversation turned mainly on personal matters. 
T accordingly pitched my camp ly’ the earavanserai, which was between and nearly equ He tol me that he had fallen from office because he had refused to accept a loan from 








distant from the armed camps of the opposing factions Tussia under couditions which would have reduced the Shah to the position of the Amir 
Presently a sowar of the Samsam-es-Saltanch came along, and I asked him point- of Bokhata—in faet, those same conditions which were recently refused by the late 












Dlank who was Mkhani, He replied that a few days before the Samsam-es-Saltaneb was, Sadr Azam, ‘The Russian Minister lad said to him that Bokhara was a happier and 
and that the Shahab-es-Salta then become Mkhani in his place. This decided wealthier country than Persia, He had replied that it might be so, but he himself was: 
me to sond the letter Captain Lorimer had given me for the Ukbani to the Shahab-es- not inclined to aecept the position of Vazir to a subject Prince ; he would either have 
Saltanch, no office at all or be Minister of an independent Sovereign, As he refused to take the 





and the Slial insisted on having money, there was) nothing for him to do but to 
resign, Tle was determined to stand by his former decision; and ifthe samo terms were 
offered he would make the same answer, 
Te then asked if I could give any information as to our negotiations with Russia. 
i my information was about two months old, but 1 understood that the two Govern- 
evesiare’s cuts rc em minnie ti er pledges as to the inde. 

























aliseiethiealrrit vaca tito in 5 ) sia. he furthe ws to witteh TL possessed no 
a man) who would suddenly hurl ister—cach Power binding itselt 

a javel him with music, or privileges i which migitt be injurious to the other, Persia was, of 
With my ve of Porsian and an inefficient interpreter the course, free to take what acti Otlicnaise “Tier independence and integrity 






conversation was aiything but animated, but 1 understoo! that he 
inake trowble, but was much grieved at his deposition, and only 





id not wish to would be but empty expressions; aud the Gro Powers wore equally free to bind thems 
1 to be lett selves mutually not to take aetion detrimental to cael other's interests, Meanwhile, L 
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h my Russian 
; and the two 
to Persia except hy mutual 
unless this heeame absolutely. 


Governments had 9 verbal 
consent ; and also not fo intorvene in internal aff 
necessary from consid 
Amin-es-Sultan tlien observed tha intended not to quarrel: and I replied 
feared the policy of Persian statesmen, which had so lone connted. on playing 
inst England, would haye to be a nit the new conditions. But 
ften seen him win a game of chi fter losing the queen. 
He remarked that the German Minister, with the German banker, had lately ealled 
on him, and he supposed that England and Russia would combine “to saye the old 
Vone fron) the new doz.” What did I think he ought to do? 

[ said, as British Minister, ¢ should have to warn him against impairing in any way 
the force of the guarantees already given to Rngland. As a personal friend, Tcould add 
that he was Minister of an independent country, ant that he hat better take such 
Dionstres as were in, his country’s interest so long as they did not conflict with its 
obli ions and the tired rights of others. Neither Russia nor England could or 
would object to the commercial enterprises of third parties in Persia, As he knew (for 
hie had travelled in the Bast), our guiding maxims in foreign polities were fair play for 
all and the open door, 

He said that was all very well, but the demands made by the Germ 
be such as to arouse English or Russian opposition. T said he was the best judge of 
what: world arouse such opposition. ‘The natural answer to any demands would be that 
Persia was willing to grant all facilities to foreign enterprise so long as her own 
independence and her obligations to other parties were not impaired, 

Ie said he would have to try and find some way ont of the difficulty—some harm 
Joss compromise—but it was very diffientt, Money he must have, and he found himself 
confronted on every side by insuperable difficulties, very one promised money, but no 
one would allow him to take it, 

Tle spoke of the possibility of his early departure. 

Thave since learned that he has successfully maintained his influence hoth at Courtand 
in the Majlis, 1 ‘observe that he would be unable to stand well at rt if he were 
not on excellent terms with the Russian Legation, so tht hi Russia is 
probably in confor with the old rile of alw 
conpany vith the English Ministes, He will probably oblige the Russian Legation 
where lie possibly ean without ex niltio ronark, At the same time he seems 
to be impressed by the fnet that the old conditions Have greatly changed, and that the 
predominant influence iy Persia is no longer tlot of a foreign Legation, 

‘Porsum np my: finpressions of his present situation and p 
Knows that until Ho lies money he is powerless, hut that if he ean obtain suffieiont finds 
to reorganize and arm the Government he will be free to choose and follow his own 

joy. ig netivities will be therefore directod mainly to obtaining the required funds, 
whieh Edo not think will be aforded hin hy his own countrym 


Lhiave, & 
(Signed) 



















































































y that he 






















SCL, SPRING-RICE, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 217. 


Memorandum by Mr. Churchill 






TS High 





the Atabok.i-Azam received me at 3 rast. to-day, and Thanded to 
Nim your two private notes on the subject of the Tabreex agitation, antl of the Salar-ed- 
Dawleh's overtures, Mis Highness rend them through yery carefully, and asked me if T 
Kevew what “fundamental lay” the people of Tabrecz elamonred for, Tsaid T had no 
idea, He said their quarrel was with the ‘Tehran Assembly, which was preparing an 
aunplification of the Constitution which seas not finished yet, ani hai not been presented 
to. the Gorernment. ‘The Shah and the Government were, therefore, in no way to 
Blaine, raph is, but the people of Tabreez did not 

Fo i % avtion col! be tskon, though he 
tiistion, and suggested that 2 teloxram shonld be sent 
ng the matter his se jon—a reassuring telegram — 
eto talk to the Shah, and give me an answer to-morrow. He 
asked me to go to the palace to-morrow to receive his answer, which I promised to do, 
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His Highness quite understood that your representations were not official, and he 
appreciated the friendly spirit in which you offered your good offices, He would put 
the matter before the Shah very clearly. 

In the course of the conversation his Highness said that he had been obliged azain 
to talk very seriously on the general situation to the Shah. He had told His Majesty 
that there was now a third factor which had to be taken into serious account, both by 
the Government and by the Assembly. This third factor was represented by the masses, 
who were rapidly getting out of hand, and to deal with them it was absolutely. essential 
for the Government and Assembly to co-operate, ‘The Shah had asked him whether he 
hhad discussed these matters with the Russian and British Ministers. He had replied that 
he had as yet not had an opportunity of doing so. His Majesty said that the Russian 
Minister particularly wanted to discuss matters with him, but when he asked His Majesty 
how he knew that, and whether the Russian Minister had told His Majesty so, he evaded 
the question by saying that he had merely heard a report to that effect, Whe Atabek 
said that he seized the opportunity to tell the Shah some things about the Russians 
which it was important His Majesty should know, and which would. probably be new to 
tohim, He began by saying that he had no very great desire to see much of the 
Russian Minister. ‘This, as he expected, surprised the Shab, who said: “But I thought 
‘you were on such good terms with the Russians, Haven't they done a great deal for 
You, and didu’t they finance you while you were in Europe ?” He replied that this was 
Quite an error. On the contrary, they had refused to give him a personal loans they 
had treated him with marked coldness from the day he fell from office in 1903, and 
after all he had done for them lie said it proved how ungrateful thoy were. He said he 
id not fear to tell the truth to the Shah, and told His Majesty that he had borrowed 
large sums of money from the Russians under heayy political conditions, ‘The Inte 
Shah had squandered the money on toys in Burope, and he (the Atabok) hnd acquired 
all the disgrace for it in the eyes of the nation, He had lost his good name over it, 
and the only gainer was the Inte Shah. ‘The Russians were oxactly like the Persian 
menials, who bowed and seraped to him when he was in office, and turned their backs 
upon him the very instant he fell from power. 

The Shah asked him, “How about the English?" He replied, “ You asked me 
about the Russians and T have told you, Let us drop the subject 

He said he then called on your Excellency and found, to his great regret, that you 
had already left for Gulahck, He then called on the Russian Minister, Ie sid, 
incidentally, that people were talking about the Legation’s) early move to the countr 
and were saying that we expected refugees, T replied that you had also heard the 
rumour, and had ordered that the gates of the Legation in town should be closed. 

Describing his interview with the Russian Minister, his Highness said that he hd 
asked M. de Hartwig to speak as frankly to him as he himself proposed to. speak, Ie 
said, “I told him you will no doubt like to know my views, and 1 propose to tell you 
exactly what they are, A third factor has spring up in the form of the ignorant 
masses which has to be dealt with by the Shah’s Goverament and the Assembly. Tam 
convinced that if the Government and the Assembly do not co-operate, they will be 
powerless to deal with this third factor, whieh is rapidly getting out. of control.” ‘To 
this he said the Russian Minister entirely agreed. “But,” said the Atabek, “1 told 
hit Thad heard that the Russians were bound to oppose the Liberal movement, and it 
was even reported that they had given the Shah assurances. of support with this ohjoct, 
‘The Russian Minister replied that this. was an entire fabrication, He could not have 
nade such a promise on his own responsibility, and if the policy of his Government was 
to suppress Liberal movements they would certainly have beeun by doing 80 in Russia,” 
‘The Atabek said hie hail told the Russian Minister that he had only mentioned it as a 
report, wishing to hear the truth from the Russian Minister's own lips. Continuing, he 
said,“ then referred to the financial aspect of the situation. I said that all were 
looking to me as the saviour who has come to put their troubles tight, but how am I 
‘expected to do this without money? It is obvious that we eannot expect to find money 
through the National Bank, and it is even more futile to think of a foreign lonn. 
Were such a project to be only whispered, the whole country would be up in arms in 
protest against it, ‘Then what am I to do? ‘he Russian Minister agreed that the 
Situation appeared difficult enough, 1 then said to him that 1 knew the English had 
declared that they would not lend any money without the consent and approval of the 
‘Assembly, but it tad heen reported to me that the Russians were prepared to do so. 
‘Phe Russian Minister replied very definitely tliat the report wa: founded. ‘The 
‘an Government ‘ould also require the consent of the Assembly.” His, Highness 
1 that shortly afterwards he took his feave, He then said to me that he was in an 
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‘extremely embarrassing position, and he did not quite know why he had accepted the 
responsibility of office, as he could not for the moment see any way out of the difficulties 
surrounding him, T ventured to tell his Highness of a project which the President of 
the Assembly and some of the more enlightened of its members had discussed in my 
presence—namely, that the founders of the National Bank should themselves make a 
foreign loan, whieh they did not seem to think would be contrary to the stipulations 
contained in the National Bank’s concession, His Highness said it was all very well for 
the President and his friends to make such plans, but when they came to the Knowledge 
of the rank and file in the Assembly and in the country there would be a great wave of 
protest, and the scheme would inevitably fail. ‘The feeling against foreign interference 
‘of any kind was, he cousidered, so great that such a project was bound to fail. 
(Signed) —-«G.-P, CHUROHILE, 








Tehran, May 7, 1907. 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 217. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to the Atabek-i-Azam. 
Private.) 
‘our Highness, Gulaheky May 17, 1907. 

T HAVE received a telegram from the British Consul-General at Tabreez, in which 
he anys that the ‘Tabreez Assembly has received a telegram from the deputies of 

verbaizan promising that the fundamental lay will be sent to Tabreez within twenty 
ys. ‘he Assembly wishes to open. the bazaars, but the erowd are preventing this, as 
they say that the telegram from the Azerbaizan deputies is not genuine, 

‘There is great trouble, and it is feared that things may get much worse. ‘Lhe 
“Asscibly asks that (his Legation should receive a telegram from the Azerbaizan depn 
for transiission to Vabreez, In this way they hope to make the people quiet, a 
satisfy them thut the news they receive is true. 

Tam instructed by my Goverument to avoid all sort of interference in the domes 
affairs of Persia, bul, at Uie same time to oiler my services if they are desired, in order 
to coutribute to the maintenance of peace and order. 

‘herelore I shall be very happy to transioit a telegram from the Azerbaizan deputies 
to the Assembly at Tabreez, through, our Consulate there, if, in the opinion of the Shah's 
Government, this will fond to calm the people, 

Your Highness will understand that {do not act officially in this matter, and that 
unless T amasked to do so by your Excellency 1 will take no action. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 









































Tuclosure 8 in No. 217. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to the Atabek-i-Azam. 
(rivate.) 
Your Highness, 

T HAVE ‘received a telegram from the Briti 
hasten to communiente privately to your Highness, 

‘The Consul says that the Salar-il-Dowleh wishes him to come and 
10 farsakhs distant from Kermanshali, and has a large force with him, He says he 

8 to be reconciled with Ilis Majesty the Shab ‘ved telegrams from His 
Majesty aud frou his mother, but lie isnot sure whether they are genuine, He wishes, 
therefore, to have a message through this Legation. 

T have answered tat, if lle gives his word that he is loyal to His Majesty and to 
the Persian Governuout, F shall Te very happy to do anything I eau in order to bring 
‘about « (viendly settlement, 

T should be much obliged if you could inform His Majesty thnt, according to my 
King’s instiuetions; Lau ti do. alli my power to contribute to the maintenanes of 
pence and onder lore Tam at all times ready, should His Majesty so 
desire it, to place the goud oltices of this Legation aud the British Consuls at His 
Majesty’s disposal. 

Tf His Majes 
happy to transmit it. 


Gulahek, May 17, 1907. 
Consul at Kermanshah, which I 








ee him. He is 






























ling any iessage to send to the Salar-ed-Dowleh I shall be very 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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No. 218, 





[18870] 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 
‘No. 111.) 
Sir, Gulahek, May 21, 1907. 

I TAYE the honour to inform you of an incident which has occasioned much 
excitement in Azerbaijan and in the capital. 

‘As T have already had the honour to report, a caravan destined for the Shah was 
stopped near Tabreez and searched. ‘The packages were found to conceal arms, which 
‘were at once removed to the Arsenal. 

‘The Russian Consul-General then addressed to the Governor a note, asking, in 
pointed language, with reference to this incident, who was responsible for order in the 
province, and what seourity there was for the lives and property of the inhabitants, 

‘This note became known, and there was a heated discussion in the Assembly, in 
tle course of which the Foreign Secretary was violently attacked for allowing foreign 
interference in the internal affairs of Persia. 

Finally, the Foreign Office addressed a communication to the Assembly stating 
that the Russian Minister had afforded full explanations. 

‘The Russian Legation then demanded the publication of a note officially addressed 
by M. do Hartwig to the Persian Foreign Office, in which it was stated that the 
Russiax Consul-General was fully entitled to inquire who was responsible for the 
maintenance of order, iz: view of the fact that the property of the Sovereign had been 
publicly seized, as he was bound by his official duty to assure himself of the security 
Of the Russian lives and property confided to his charge. On his receiving a reply. 
from the Governor stating that foreign subjects were in greater safety than Persians, 
tho incident was closed, and there was no reason for him to take any further measures, 
‘he note concludes by a reference to the history of the past century, which clearly 
proved how great had been the forbearance of Persia’s * great northern neighbour,” 

It is not impossible that the note of the Russian Consul-General was sent without 
instructions, and that M. Hartwig has done his best: to extricate his subordinate from 
‘a somowhint awhward position, ‘The Russian Consul-General has on several occasions 
adopted a provorative attitude, which might have had dangerous results, With som 
what anustial frankness he communicated to Mr, Wratislaw his intention of mak 
these representations, and the latter stated in reply that he did not think the step a 





































wise ono, and that he did not propose to take similar action, 
T fully concur in his opinion. 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CROLL SPRING-RICE. 










[18871] No, 219. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 

(No, 112) 

Sir, Guthel, May 22, 1907, 

T WAVE received your telegran No. jenday’s date respecting the 
measures to be taken in order to war Bri n isolated or dangerous 
positions to ropair to the Gulf Ports in case of danger. 

Tam sending instructions to THis Majesty's Consular offieers requesting them to 
adyiso British subjects to avoid travelling in the disturbed districts so Tong as. the 
present unrest continues, aud Thi aphed to the Government of India 
Fequesting that officers travelling on service may be warned not to run unnecessary 
risks, 




















T do not for the present, however, son to apprehend any outbreak of 
fanatic in the towns, with the exception of Yerd, and T believe 
more ris! 1 be run in travelling on the southern roads, where, owing to the 
Unrest among the Fars tribes, who are now on the move, and the intrigues of 
the Kavamul-Mulk, there is a considerable degree of insecurity, than by remaining 
quietly in the towns, 

‘At Yer an attack on foreigners is not impossible, but for the reasons T have 
given above I doubt whether British subjects would be inclined to take the long 
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journey to the coast; but they are in a better position to judge of the degree of 
Ganger than Tam, 

‘All British subjects hay. 
small expeditionary Torees wil 





been warned to be prudent, and they are aware that 
not be sent to protect them. 
Thaye, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 











(18872) No. 220, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 118.) 
Sin, Gulakek, May 2 i 





I HAVE the honour to inclose Memoranda. by Mr. Churchill on the subject of te 
proceedings of the Assembly and events in the country during the last month, 
No progress seems to lave been made in procuring ways and means for earrying on 
the Government. ‘The German banker is now in negotiation with a special Committee 
of three with regard to the conditions under whieh the new bank is to. be carried on. 
‘he German Minister maintains that it was by invitation of the Persian Government 
thit the bank was to he established, and that’ the Persian Goverment should make 
Aitisfactory arrangements, ‘The Persian Government contests this view, and finds it 
difficult to meet the wishes of the German banker. 
he Russian Minister has adopted a conciliatory attitude with regard to the murder 
of « Russian Armenian suhject. No money compensation has been demanded, and, at 
the personal request of M, de Hartwig, the penalty of death hias not been inflicted. He 
Jing algo sent. conciliatory statement for publication in the local press on the subject of 
the rather provocatory communications of the Russian Consul at Vabreea. His state- 
ments to the Amin-esSultan on the subject of ihe attitude of the Russian Government 
towards the Persian Assembly have also been reassuring. His relations with the Shsh 
are intimate, and he has recently had a long private audience of His Majesty, ‘The 
inpreason provals that private sasurmnees ate Ueing: made (0 the Shab which do not 
tend to tory polic ds his people, t these are made 
hy courtiers, who represent themsolves as secretly inspired by Russian agents. ‘There is 
no proof that they are suguested by the official utterances of the Russian Legation or of 
the Russian Government. Whatever be the cause, it appears to be the general 
impression that the Shall is constantly intriguing against the popular party, which he 
Doth tates and fears, Me is, however, well disposed towards the Amin-es-Sulta 
aldiongh he tins declared his allesianee to the Constitution in a public. aud. solemn 
winner. ‘he explanation whieh finds: general eredence is that the Atnin has persuade 
ivim that, although ie shares His Majesty's views at lieart, he does not think the moment 
yportune to carry then out, 
The Assembly is attacked on several si 
































































. The whole Court is hostile and the 





population of the town discontented because bread is as dear as ever. A dispute 
hotween the two leadors—whieh fed to die resignation of both—has given an appearance 





‘of Weakness, of which its enom 





fare taking every advantage, A more 
question has arisen in, relation to an addition to the Constitution, guarantec 
treatment for all. Persian subjects, irrespecti 
Of the three great Mujteheds, only one— 
‘Hho otliers, supported by a large body of the clergy, maintain that Mussulman law wiust 
be enforced inn Mussilman country. ‘Phe elerieal world is divided on the subject, A 
large number of the priests, Headed by Seyid Mohamed and the popular preacher 
Shicikh Jamaleed-Din, declare openly that the law of Mahommed is a Inv of liberty and 
equality, and that Ulose who say otherwise are traitors to their country and unworthy of 
tlicinreligion, ‘Nhe representative of the Parsees informs me that he has great hopes 
Unt decision will be taken favourable to toleration; but the matter is still in suspeuse, 
‘nud will doubtless for some time be a source of trouble between the lay and clerical 
wings of the popular party. It is believed that the more enlightened clergy are 

and that the end of clerical ascendeney is at hand ; but the 
of refusing to ratity 


ortant 
ng equal 
of their creed. ‘The Mullahs protested. 
id Mohamed—declared in favour of it, 




































nful. Shoikly 
been pitted and widel 
Viisian people **to seeks reform from the Slik: through the Majlis.” 














173 
‘The condition of the provinces is such as might be expected to result from the 
paralysis of the Central Government. In every town there is an independent Assembly, 
which acts without consulting the Governor or the Central Assembly at Tehran, One 
after another unpopular Governors have been expelled, and the Ceutral Government and 
the Tehran Assembly hive found themselves powerless to resist, ‘The danger of 
universal disorzanization seems a real one, A spirit of resistance to oppression and 
even to all authority is spreading throughout tie country. The leaders are unkuwwn: 
The inspiration seems to come from the north, perhaps from the Caucasus, ‘The south 
is comparatively quict, and is, on the whole, loyal. But a traveller on bis way northwards 
observes that with every stage of his: journey the language of the people becomes freer 
and their attitude to the Shah and his Government more hostile. Foreigners are liked 
or disliked as they are more or less connected with the existing Government. The 
sentiment of independence, in the widest <cnse, of nationality, of the right to resist 
oppression and to manage their own affairs is rapidly growing aniong. the people, Tt is 
strongest in Azerbaijan, It is very strong in tlie capital, aud whatever betalls. the 
existing Assembly, which may very possibly lose its present power aud prestige, it is 
Gifficult to believe that the nenly acquired sentiment of liberty. and patriotism can 
altogether disappear, 

‘A feature of the present agitation is the growth of secret sovietie 
bands of “devotees” in Baku and Northern Persia, sworn to devote their lives to the 
good of their country and the destruction of its enemies, ‘Tehran is full of societies, 
Some of which hold public meetings; others are bound by common rules, although. the 
members are, in general, unknown to each other, It is said that, in certain events, joint 
action, in the form of violence or passive resistance, will immediately be taken ow the 
orders of small Central Committees, Much of this may be talk, but the talk is 
earnest, 

‘You will observe a strong family resomblance between the reform movements in 
Russia and Persia—the same absence of leaders, the same instinctive hatred of the 
Government, the same secrecy. ‘The main difference between the countries is that the 
Persian Government has neither army nor money, and hias no power of resistance. But 
if it resists there is reason to fear that the movement will take a form as violent hore as 
north of the Caspiau, You will also observe the determined attack made on the Russian 
Government here, on the Cossack brigade, on aggressive Russian Consuls, and also the 
cordial exchange of telegrams between the Russian Duma and the Persian Majlis, in the 

¢ of “liberty, justice, and the fraternity of peoples,” ‘The two peoples seem to have 

iol to be wonlered at if the wo 

ernments should aet in common against « common enemy 
Thave, &e. 

(Signed) CECLL SPRING-RICH, 
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a common hatred and a common desire, and it i 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 220, 


Summary of Proceedings of Persian Nutiontl asseubly from April 27 to May 21, 1907, 





Saturday, April 27.—The afternoon's debate was chiefly devoted to discussion 
on tle subject of the sale of Persian women to cho Turkomins, Tt was decided that the 
Assembly should restrict its action to recommncs dations on) the subject to the \linister of 
the Interior, and in ease that official did not take eucrgetic action his dismissal would 
he pressed for. During the debate soveral voices were raised in denunciation of the 
Cabinet. A letter was written to the Minister of the Tuterior demanding the punisbinent 
of the officials implicated in the sale within fifteen days and tle return of the women 
within forty days, 


(Note-—The Atabek-i-Azam arrived at ‘Tehiran on the 27th April, and was appointed 
Minister of the Interior on the 2nd May.) 














Sunday, Apri! 28-—There was no general sitting, ut the members of the House 
assembled in another room and rend out the proposed additions to the Constitution, 
Tuesday, April 30.—Velegrams were read from Resht and Kum relating to the 
disonlers in the former place and the doings of a well-kuown disturber of the peace, 
unmed Haji Agia Mohsin, of Sultanabad, ‘The Miuister of the Interior (Vexir Afkham) 
was loudly denounced as a traitor, and alter a sivrimy debate his dismissal was voted for 
by a large majority. 
{ivy 2y 
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‘Thursday, May 2—In reply to the telegram sent by the House to the Russian 
Dima, as reported on the 7th March, the following telegram was received and read 
ont 





“Ti Douma de YEmpire de Russie prie la Chambre des Députés de Perse d’agréer 
expression de sa profonde reconnaissance pour ses félicitations et soubaits, Les paroles 
de sor télggramine de congratulations sur la liberté, la justice, et la fraternité des 
peuples ont trouvé un puissant échio daus la Douma, Les deux Assemblées, qui ont 
presur ei uidine temps vuvert A la renovation leurs portes respectives, animées da désir 
‘nedre dé travailler au biousdtre de leurs peuples, sont pénétiées de Ix croyanee que 
ehiagive pas quelles feront dans cette voie accélérera le triomphe de la paix éternelle et 
dela lihertéde le Perse, Vive In Chambre des Députés, et puisse les sentiments qui 

représentants des deus Chambres tre éternels Président de Ia Douma 
de! Empire, Goxovay.” 
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present shouted 
into Persian, was 


) Hie words Vive Ia Chambre des Députés” were read, 
“Tong live (he Dua!” he telegram, which had been translated 
sent to the Shah, 

Tho Minister of Education, the President's brother, eame to the house, and ata 
private itting of die House made a long statement on behalf of the Government, He 
announced the diguissal of fhe Minister of the Interior and the appointment of the 
Atabol-iArune in his place, He informed the members that the Atabek, who bad 
igo hecn appointe! Pruwter, hid assembled all the Ministers at his house the previows 

1d. tHiey Nt uussed tie situation, aud lad all subscribed to a written 
ing Mia Oley would co-operate with the Assembly and be true to the 
Mo arked Hit the past should be forgotten, and that all should now 
the common wise, Me further stated thas the Preimier would attend the 
Asseubly- on the follwing Saturday, aecompanied by the whole Cabinet, 
to malw wileclaration of poli ou the whole, received weil 

Siturday, 2 in anticipation of the Premier’ 
dedieation of polity a Jarge number of spectators 
Tind oltastedy tne Jorps: Diplomatiquey the German 

unl bis chy Minister at his 0 ‘ee miembers of 

fall Legistion, anil two of the Russian Legation. 
A 5:30 past the Promfor eritured the House, ultended by the whole Cabinet, 
(uolilling ik Thiperial Tighnoss Prince Nailies-Stiiaueh, the Minister of War, who 
emo to Ue House for the fist time, ‘The members all rose, and the Rremior t 
stat of honour, plactyyy the Master of War on his right, aud the principal Mujtehed, 
ye) Atti, ox Tie Wh, The Tallin: the sense of the spoveh he 
delivered — 












































teu very larg 
ic Mujteligda were all present 


th et for the 





























‘pho Shad his heon fracionsly plensert to appoint me President of the Co 
Ministers and Minister of the Listerion, aad my first duty was to. present mysel 
Assembly and lo-introduce my Cabinet. Mis Majesty is, Lam happy to say, inspired by 
ihe mast gracious sentimonts towards the National Assembly, whieh represents die 
whole nation, and it vill he my duty, amd that of my Cabinet, to work hnand in hand 
with you, Chavo only just nrrived, ax you know, and Lam pleased to have had this 
carly opportunity of assuring you that Lam heart and soul with you in your high aim to 
reorzanize and reform this conntry, and T hope Twill he able to further your high aims 
hy working hand in hand with you 















One of the members minde a stort roply on bekalf of the House, thanking the 
Premier for his (riendly words ‘The Mabok-i-Azam, resting, si 








COs is wt 


i day, which innwgurates a vew era, ‘the Government and the 
juition will fi 


{werk together tor the common good of the country, [assure 
Jou Liuif Fan siticere ig host assurances which Exive you. The proof of iny sincerity. 
iy thac A insisted that the whole of muy Cabinet should subscribe to an oath of tdelity to 
the National Asscnibly, to which they all subscribed in the presence-ot the Shah, and 
which {have also'sealed, You need have no appreliensions as to my sincerity. 

















‘The provions speaker sail, on hchalf of the Assembly, that they recorded these 
asenraniees with great rajoicing, and they hoped that these professions woulil be sincerely 
carried out, He adided, however, that if they were not carried ont, and proved to be 


only ompty worils, then, shoul! the nation take measures to safeguard their interests, 














he (the Premier) must expect it and not blame them. ‘The Premier reiterated his 
former assurauces, aud after a few words in conclusion by Seyed Abdullah, who during 
the Premier’s speech had continually nodded his assent and approval, the House rose, 
‘The crowd outside was very large, numbering probably over 3,000 persons, 

A large number of Shirazis having taken sanctuary outside the 
ly nit of their grievances was read, which proved that they had taken 
hisstep in protest seainst the action of Kavam-ul-Mulk in Shiraz, After some discussion 

was devided to demand the recall of that personage. It may be noted that the 
n the Provinee of Fars, has shown 


















nsiderable hostility to the reform movement. 

A telegram from ‘Pabrooz was read bringing certain serious charxes against the 
Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, which it was decided to send to the Foreign 
Minister, 








House sat with closed doors and discussed the groving. 
lisonders in . Fars, and elsewhere, ‘The charges against Haji Aghn Mohsin, 
svof the shrine at Kum, were also discussed at length, as well 

grievances of a nomad tribe near Tehran, called Shahseven Baghdadi, agelnst the 
Russian’ Colonel of the Cossack brigade, tle’ men under whose eonmand are chiefly 
wn from that tribe, Subsequently the additions to be made to the Constitution were 











Thi diy, Moy 9. The. Deprty Saad-ed-Dowleh reverted to his obstructive tactic: 
and rofused fa i 
in the grounds of tho Mouse in protest against the Russian Colonel of the Cossick 
Irigade, and their grievances were again under diseussion, 

, 11_-Mohtashcm-es-Sulineh, who had in the meantime bev 

Minister to attend the House to represent the Ministry of the 

Jf to ilisonss the sunny outstanding questions betwveon the 

ni Mo deseribeil the steps which were being taken to 

the Murkomons;. he promised that Haji Agha Mohsin 

he spoke of the dilfiultics in the way of removing the 

ail informe? the House that the Shahiseven tribe, whieh 

Colonel, would no longer he ander his orders as 

ewly appointed Goyernor of Sayeli, Me produced a telegrany 

the unsatisfactory situation there, aud asked’ the House. ti 

telegraph to the local Assembly {o endenvour to restore onfer, ‘The Govervior of the 
Province had resigned in conseqnence of the action of the people, 

the Deputy Sond-cit-Dawleh continued to refuse to nitond the House, and stated 

nig A nolay exowd thereupon 

tion of the President, and. was only 
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dian of fh) 
{ind complained of th 
Hioret Dut nudor the n 
from Tabroce des 



















that he would not come so long ae the President rom: 








came fo the House demanding the r 
ispersed with difficulty, ‘Phe demonstrators were probably in Saad-cd-Dowleh's pay. 
Siculay, Muy 12,—The Regulations for tie Ministry of the Interior were read, ‘The 
Minister of Pikanec attended a Selec Coumittes to disenss tie proposals mado by the 
louse on fihuneiad matters, 
fuesday, Muy 14—The Fo 
conded a Select Committee to. dive 
eret, Sua 
short oue, 
Wellhesdiy, Muy 15,—A. special sitting was heli to disewss the proposed additions 
w the Constitution, During the afternoon a Jarger gathering thin usual was noticed 
at the tents of the Shirazis, who had taken sanctuary near the House, where a demon- 
stration was b lust the delay of KavameuleMulk aud his, sons 
fu leaving Shirad, Latur in the day, a.n of vouien came U0 the house and mudow 
hostile demonstratio 
‘Phursiiry, Moy 16.—Vhe House sat from early morning, to disenss the additional 
«of the Constitution, uring the oon & Government Delegate informed 
House that the Shak liad been pleased to ratify the Bill passed by: the’ House 
ishing, com of fiets, ‘he President’ during: the sitting ‘tendered his 
ation tothe House, IL is understood that, hie took Ukis) step. in ‘cons 
Saai-ed-Dovylchs lustility, After considerable discussion the President was 
reconsider his decision, 

























Minister aud the Minister of Finance botii 
matters of State, but the proceedings. were kept 
Dowleh persisted in hiv resignation, The public sitting was a 



















































‘Pile House sat with closed doors and discussed the addition 
clauses to the Constisution for the last time in the presence of the Mujteheds. ‘The 
niting lasted wuiit 10 nat, ‘Lhe clergy insisted upon the insertion of a clause to the 
clfvet that no legislative Bill should pass the Louse without the approval of the clergy, 


Suturday, Muy % 













































whieh was hotly contested by the Deputi 
many days, turned chiefly on the propos i r 
of all persons before the law, irrespective of religion or nationality. To this the 
Mujteheils showed much opposition. ‘The Minister of Justice attended the House and 
asked that a Sclect Committee should be appointed to listen to some explanations he 
had to sive respecting his Department, ‘This was agreed to, and lie read to the 
Committee a project of rofyrm in the adiinistration of justice which he proposed to 
introduce me 

Sunday, May 19.—The Mujteheds were not present. After some preliminary 
matters lind! been discussed, the questions raised in connection with the proposed 
iuluitions to the Constitution were again brought under discussion, ‘The attitude of the 
Mujtcheds was criticized, and the clerical clement, which forms a strony majority, left 
ilicir seats and the House in sign of protest. ‘The House rose shortly afterwards, but 
Feassembled within a quarter of an hour after the cle Deen induced 
to resume their seats, ‘The Bill regulating tho Provineial Assemblies, which had 
ween sent to the Shah for ratification, was retumed to the House with a number of 
alterations and corrections of minor importance. A fetter was read from the Parsee 
community of Yezd, demanding adequate protection, and a reassuring letter was sent 
to them in reply. 


sions, which had gone on for 
iding for the equality 















































During the course of the month a correspondence has been carried on by the 
House with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs respect 





the interferences of the 
Houssian Consul-General at Tabreex in the internal alfairs of the province, and 
Fespecting the departure of M, Naus. Both these matters are reported upon in separate 
despatches 
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Monthly Summary. 





Norriters Pensta, 


Tehran. 





THE un arrived at ‘Pebran thi 
President of the Council 





26th April, and was formally appointed 
F Ministers and: Minister of the Interior on the 2nd. 
He proveeded to the National Assembly on the 4th May, necompanied by his whole 
Cabinet, and mado a statement of polie 
2, ‘Nhe Persian Government propose th 

from Seistan to Kuh-Malik-Siah, ‘he Russian Minister, speaking to Sir Cecil Spring- 
on the 29th April, said that the Governor of Baluchistan tind raised 

It should, however, be noted that there is no independent Governor of 
). ‘the district is under the Governor of Kerman, who is at this moment the 
19-year-oll son of Prince Ferman Rerma, the Minister of Justice, 
“, Phe Russian Legation has written the following to the Persian Government :— 

























the Emperor hias commanded that the Legation should inquire whether 
Majesty the Shah tas dispensed with the services of M. Naus au 
M. Prem, in view of the fact that they have during the past rendered: great services s 
anil His Majesty’ the Emperor is very satistied with them for the way’ iu whieh they have 
seun fo thie duo payment of the instalments of the loans.” 


On the 25th April the Russian Legation wrote as follows to the Pers 
mont regarding the affairs of Sepallar, who was until lately Governor of Resht : 


“Regarding the maintenance of order in Mazanderan and Tenckabun no. steps have 
Hoot) taken, and the properties of Sopahdar arc in danger. His debt to the Russix 
Bank hcing guaranteed by the produce of his lands, it is requested that immediate steps 


Vie taken for their protection to avoid further trouble in the future.” 
































fon as follows to the Persian Government : 





6, The Freneh Legation has writ 





“According to general report it is said that the wms purchased by the Porsien 
Government in Paris are inferior and are not worth te price paid, T have th 
to jnlorm you that thoy were execliont guns and wore supplied in aecordanee 
contratet,” 











6. The German Legation has written to the Persian Government thal the sum of 
12,000 tomans (24001,), promised for the institution of a Government college under 
German auspices, has not as yet been paid. 

7. The German Legation has recently inquired on what conditions foreign war-ships 
are permitted to navigate the waters of the Persian Gulf. 

§. The excitement caused by the agitation lately set on foot by a nomad tribe 
inhabiting the neighbourhood of Tehran against the Russian Cossack Colonel has not 
been confined to the Assembly, ‘The local press has also taken the matter tip, A 
recent issue of the Tehran newspaper “ Habl-ul-Matin” published a violent article 
against the Russian Colonel and the Russian Cossack brigade in general, ‘This journal 
reprints a copy of the Agreement entered into between the Russian and Persian 
Governments in 1882 for the supply by Russin of military officers for the purpose of 
reorganizing the regiment of mounted men specially attached to the Shah's person, and 
points out that the Cossack brigade as it now exists is a development which was entirely 
unexpected and extremely undesirable, 

9 The tone of the local press is getting more and more democratic, and new 
papers are constantly appearing, ‘There are at present nearly thirty papers publislied in 
‘Tebran alone, including several dailies, Papers are also published in nearly all tle 
provinces, and a Persian paper of a very antisdynastic tone is published at Baku and 
widely circulated in Persia, Anonymous pamiplilets are also widely spread in Tehran 

shefore. A number of them are printed at Buku, and are remarkable for their inflam 
matory character. ‘The Tehran pamphlets aro chietly directed against the Atabeh-i 
Azam: and the Government, 

10, The Governor of Tehran, a prominent member of the Kashi family, suddenly 
resigned his post and left the town. ‘The Shah did not accept his resignation, but in 
the meantime the town lias been left without a Governor, His resignation is connected 
with the scarcity of bread eaused by the usual ring, ‘The Assembly liad endeavoured to 
improve the supply of bread, but without marked suceess, 

11. It is rumoured that the Russian Financial Agent was negotiating a personal loan 
af 1,800,000 tomans (about 400,002) from the Russian Government to the Shab, and 
wax only prevented! from concluding it on account of illness, ‘The Kinanefal Agent ix 
leaving in a day or two for Russia, 

12, In connection with the additional clauses for the Constitution, the Armenian 
community is very indignant at the proposal of the Mujtelieds that they should not be on 
terms of equality before the law with the Mussulmans, ‘The Armenians have threatened 
to lo hele worst in ease equal rights for all persons irespective of religion are not 
obtained. 

18. The people having heard that M, Nans was about to leave the country, a hostile 
demonstration was organized against him by about forty persons who eld Governinent 
bonds signed by M. Naus. ‘The National Assembly: took the matter up, and eventually 
agreed to M. Naus’ departure from Persia, on condition that the Belgian Government 
should guarantee to make good any defaleatious of whieh he might be proved guilty, 

M. Naus proposes to leave Yehran on the 25th instant, Ie has signed wi 
which His Majesty's Minister has seen, appointing: M. Priem his attorney’ in. connectioi 
with the inquiry which is to be hold, and plodgin hisnselt to render an account uf fi 
administration, He goes on leave for a year dav ig his full salar 

14, Herr Gutmann, the German banker, los arrived at Tehran, and negotiations 
are in. progress for the institution of a Gorman Bank, Mohtashiom-c%-Sultaneh, 
Mobandis-ul-Mamalek, and Mukhber-ed-Dowleh have been appointed by the Govern: 
ment to consult with the Germans in this connection, Practically no progress has. been 
male so far, as the German demands are too high, Possibly. some Concessions for 
irrigation and mines will be given in Northern Persia, south of the Elbur Mountains, 
Int nothing has as yet been decided, 

15, The Sabzevar ineident is at an end, ‘Thirteen guilty persons were arrested, and 

re condemned to death, but were subsequently commuted from the death penalty 
instance of the Russian Legation, No uuney passed, 
16, Ax already reported, the German Government have demanded 3,000. 
indemnity for the murder of a German subject at Soujloulak, and the execution of 
the murderers, Two of the criminals have been cauzht, but as they belong to high 
Kurdish families there will be great ditfieulty in bringing them to justice, ‘The murder 
was part of an intrigue to bring about the disgrace of the Governor, 

17. ‘Whe Parsees have also made urgent representations respecting the proposals of 
ujtelieds, in conncetion with the amplification of the Constitution, pressing for 
equality before the law of all persons irrespective of religion, ‘Tey have not associated 
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Yhomselves in this matter with the Armenians and Jews, who are kept inthe background, 
MMhe Parsees have received satisfactory assurances from the chief leaders, and from the 
Mujiched Seyed Mohamed. Great agitation is, however, going on among the clergy 
in connection with this proposal, ‘The Shah has appealed to Kerbela in the hope of 
‘Assembly, The Atabek-i-Azam is still popular with the Asscmbly, 

d, and talks of retiring, ‘The revenues are coming in very slowly. 
anies-Sultaneh, who nas appointed to Tspaban when the Ziles-ultan 
wens turned out g short time ago, will go to Shiraz as Governor-General for the purpose 
of restoring order there. New Governors will be appointed to Ispaban and Tabreez, 
hut the Shah has not yet decided whom hie will send, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan is very anxious 
to return to Tspahan and is doing his utmost with this object. A 

19. Assof-ed-Dowleh, Inte Governor-General of Khorassan, is using bis influence 
with the Shahseven tribe, of which he is the Chief, against the Shab, ‘The Bakhtiaris 
are supposed to have been gained over by the popular party. 5 

20. There line heen an extraordinary growth of secret societies of Inte, organized 
onthe Russian model, ‘The programme of some of these societies is to stop the work 
of all Government Departments in case a coup d’Etat is carried through. | Everything 
isin readiness. fo 
‘The Prince is giving the usual entertainment on the 27th May on the oceaston of the 
anniversary of the Shal’s birth, but his position is so precarious, oving to his great 
‘inpopularity, that it is supposed he may be out of office before that d i 

41, The Russian Minister has been very conciliatory of late, and his Oriental statf 
hhas shown sud activity among the popular leaders, whom they have visited a great 
deal during the month. 
The Governor of ‘Tehran, Vezir Makhsoos, has returned, and has been induced 
to withtravy his resignation, 






































‘Mi following subjects have been dealt with fully in separate despatche 
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Deltich lyent at Avtrabad—Our Agent at Astrabad, a native Mussulman, has been 
accuse of improper relations with a married Mussulman woman, ‘The Governor of the 
district hus complained officially of the Agent, anil His: Majesty's Minister ism 
frrangomients for a Consular official to proceed there to make an inquiry. 











Tabreez. 


1, The Ottoman Kurdish Chief, Sheikh Sadik, is dead, and, as he appointed his 
second soi as his successor, there is a chance of a civil war. is ps 

2, ‘Mc constitutional’ movement las spread even to Maku, a district near Khoi 

Vhy a mixed race which hus hitherto held itself’ quite aloof from the rest of 
‘Azerbaijan, ‘The local Assembly expelled their hereditary Chief. : 

‘Porsons Who arrived at Tabreez about the end of April from Khudaferia, about 

yy east of Julla on the Aras River, report that there is a great gathering 

n the Russian side, and give the number as 10,000, which is uo doubt an 














exaggeration, 

1 The fame of the Tabrecez local Assembly seems to have spread throughout the 
country, for it receives appeals from places outside Azerbaijan for assistance, Notably, 
telegram was received from Abrakimabad, near Sultanabad, complaining of the misdeeds 
of the notorious Haji Sheikh Mobsi 











fa determined attack against the Minister of War, the Shah's uncle. * 
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5, The Begzadch Kurds, now that all danger of a punitive expedition las passed, 
ave begun fighting amongst themselves again, Mirza Jevad, the Enjumen preacher, 
ig still at Urmia, and has given special addresses to Christians, besides allowing them to 
Tisten to him in the mosques His line is patriotism, union among Mussulmans, and 
uropean civilization without European help. He is a great favourite with the lower 
orders, but disliked by the Khans and many of the Mullalis, 

6. During the whole mouth under review the situation at Tabreez itself has become 
more and more eritical. On the 6th the Governor Nizam-ul-Mulk (formerly Minister of 
Tnstice), finding his position untenable, decided to leave the city. He was, however, 
induced to return on the 10th, Having expelled one of the principal Mujtcheds, the 
populace closed the bazaars on the 13th instant, and the local Assembly went to’ the 
telegraph office and informed the Tehran National Assombly that, the country was tired 
of waiting for a Constitutional Government, and that the bazaars would remain closed 
until the fundamental law was promulgated, No satisfactory reply having heen received 
from Tehran, they threatened that, wiless the fundamental lay were promulgated within 
ten days, tlint a special law would be made locally for Azerbaijan. On the 15th 
Mr. Wratislaw telegraphed that demonstrations continued, and that he feared exaspera~ 
tion was inereasing, and that some extreme step might be taken, such as 1 declaration of 
Independence on the part of Azoriajan, The Shah was, supposed. Wo. intereapt io 
telegrams they sent to the Tehran Assembly and to reply to them himself. ‘The 
following day the situation grew more critical, and armed demonstrators paraded the 
streets clamouring to be led fo Tehran. ‘The local Assembly applied to Mr, Wratislaw 
to act as intermediary, and certain unofficial steps were taken by His Majesty's Minister, 
with the cognizance of the Russian Legation, which have been reported upon separately, 
The elistion then, temporarily dnoproved’uniil eho 25nd stant, hen the local 
‘Assembly heard that a large force of irregulars was marching on the town and had 
reached within about 30 miles 'They wished to know whether this force was acting 
tnder the Shah's orders before taking’ any measures against it, Tis Majesty's Minister 
again addressed the Premier unofficially, and received the information that the report 
‘was entirely unfounded, which he duly’ transmitted to Mr, Wratislay. (See ‘Latest 
News," p. 12.) 





































Resht. 


1, The Governor of the Province of Ghilan travelled to Teliran with the Atabeksi- 
‘Azam at the end of April, and arrived in Tehran just. in time to be present at the 
deathbed of his aged father, Sued-ed-Dowleh, His experienee during the short time he 
was Governor of ihe provinee was apparently so disagreeable that he showed no desire 
to return, This is instructive, as he made most of his Jarge fortune in Ghilan, when 
he was previously there as Governor-General, ‘The Assembly and local Councils. have 
apparently put a stop to his peculations, ‘The province has been without a Govornor 
during the greater part of the month, and seems to get on quite as well without one. 

2, On the Ath the telegraph office was closed Ly the demonstrators, and neither the 
Russian nor British Consular officers could for some time telegraph to their Legations. 

3. On the 5th instant the Russian Consul at Resht started a eollection, to which he 
Himself subscribed 201. out of Government funds, for the purpose of assisting those 
persons who had heen thrown out of work by the closing of the bazaars by the demon- 
Strators. ‘The clergy, on hearing of the Russian Consul’s action, preached against it, 
saying that Persians should never accept alms from Russians. 

4 The people of Resht received telegrams of encouragement from Tubreez, A 
corps of volunteers was raised which paraded the streets. 

5. On the 7th the British Vice-Consul was informed that some people had decided 
to enter the Vico-Consulate by force, to sack it, and to kill its occupants, in order to 
force the hands of the British Government to assist the supporters of the constitutional 

oment, ‘The Russian Consul, on hearing the report, invited Mr. Hyacinth Rabino to 
up his quarters at the Russian Consulate. 
G. Pho British, Russi French Consular officers, whio found that they were cut 
aff from tolozraphic eommunieation with their Legations, protested to the local authiorities, 
and the telegraph office was reopencd, 

7. The arms and ammunition for the Goverment which was Janded at Enzelli_ was 
topped at the instance of the local Assembly. 

'®, By the 19th instant the condition of the town was again normal, and wo further 
disturbances were expected. 

9. The new Governor of Resht is Vezir Akrem, 
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Meshed. 


1, Major Sykes lias sent in his account of the journey he recently made tothe Afghan 
frontier, dated the 19th April, and observed that he noticed everywhere a marked 
increase of British prestige, which, he says, is apparently due to our known sympathy 
to Persian reform, and also to the weakening of Russian influence. 

2, Unexpected corroboration of the well-known fact that the Russians extend their 
support to the Babi seot reaches this Legation from Meshed. An anti-Babi 
demonstration took place recently at Turbat-i-Haideri. ‘The Secretary of the Babi 
comanmity at Meshed thereupon applied to Flis Majesty's Consul-General secretly for 
Jielp, stating that they had always been helped by the Russian Consulate, but that, 
is they know that the Russians wished to upset the Assembly, they applied to the 
British, 
















ing been appointed Persian Foreign 
for his post on Major Sykes, who gave 
‘lois stationed at Birjand, subsequently 





A certain Mirza Jnafer Kuli Khan, hi 
Office Avent at Birjand, called before star 
hinva small travelling gift, Captain Franklin, 
élographed that his appointment was very undesirable, ns he had been a Russian 
cmployé and ld given much trouble when there hefore. | His Majesty’s Minister made 
representations on the subject, and his appointment was eventually cancelled. 

4, Some observatory instruments, which were on their way to the British Consulate, 
were stopped at the instance of the local Assembly of Meshed. ‘The people suspected 
that the Consulate was about to set up wireless telezraphy, or that perhaps the eases 
contained hombs, His Majesty's Consul-General offered to open the cases in the 
presence of a member of the Assembly ina private capacity, ‘This shows that, at any 
hate at Meshed, the people are us suspicious of usas of the Russians. 
































‘Durbat-i-Haideri. 





1. ‘The Persian Foreign Office Agent has been guilty of injustice to some Hindoo 
vnerchants, and His Majesty’s Consul is making @ careful inquiry into the charges, 
», A local Council has been formed both at Turbat and at Purshiz. 








Cenran AND Easterns Pesta, 


Tspahan, 





1, ‘he newly appointed Governor-General has ad many difficulties to contend 
With, ‘partly Drought about by the agents of the Ziles-Sultan, and partly by the 
Jawerfal elerival coment, He tendered his resignntion to the Shah on more than on¢ 
fccasion, and has How been promised the Governorship of Bars, 4 

9, ‘Pho clergy have endeavoured again to restrict the commerce of the Jenish 
peillars, and attention is being directed to this matter 

‘5, Au incident very similar to.that which lntely oceurred at Sabzovar very nearly 
occurred at Ispahan, An ‘Armenian was accused of improper relations with a 
Mussulinan woman, and only avoided being killed by taking to Aight, _ 

J, Aa Nejell and lis brother Sheikh Norallals continue their intrigues, which 
have so far becn the cause of all the trouble in this part of Persia. ‘The enmity of 
Sheik Norullah eaused the fall of the Zil-es-Sultan, who seems now disposed to come 
{o terms with his enemy. 


























Yead, 


1, ‘The imposition of illegal taxes has recently been protested against by His 
Majesty's Minister. ‘The matter is reported upon fully in anothier despatch. 

At the end of April a Parsee woman, with a child at the breast, was severely: 
eaten in the town by a mob of Mussulmans. 

3, The Governor informed the Iritish Viee-Consul that he had formed a loca 
Council, but it apparently; had no analogy to the local Assemblies in other provinces. 

4. An anonymous notice was posted in the bazaars declaring that any persons 
serving, dealing with, calling on, or receiving Europeans were unclean. It further stated 
iat Innperial bank-notes were unclean in a Tegal sense, No notice was, however, taken 
‘or Ue appeal to fanaticism, 
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Seistan, 





1, The famous riot incident came to a close on the 2nd April, when the Deputy 
Governor tendered the desired apology in the presence of practically all the British 
subjects in Seistan, ‘The indemnity of 1001, was paid, and the plot of land marked out 
was definitely handed over. 

2, Mumtahan.es-Sultaneh, who was sent by the Foreign Office to settle the above 
case, left Seistan for Tehran on the Gth April, aswell as Mir Masum Khan, the Heshmet 
ul-Mull’s second son. His Majesty's Consul says that the Russian Consul almostignored 
the Mumtahan’s existence since the time of his arrival in Seistan, 

8. Captain Kelly performed an operation on the eyes of a daughter of Mollah 
Mohammed Teli, a ringleader in last year's rots, The fact is signleant of the change 
{in public opinion towards the hospital, a result which is entirely due to Captain Kelly's 
energy and devotion, 

_ Tivo British indian subjects were tried and found guilty in April and sent to 
for imprisonment under the Persia Order in Count 

5, On the 12th May a telegraphic report was received from Seistan to the effect 
that a caravan of smuggled arms had been intercepted by the Robat escort in the Kacha 
ravine; 794 riflesand 62,000 cartridges were captured. About ten Gilzais of Aighanistan 
are believed to have been Killed in the encounter, but all the killed and wounded were 
removed. ‘The casualties on our side wore nil, Another caravan is said to be at Duzdap, 
but will probably avoid Kacha and Robat. 

6, Before proceeding to England on leave, Captain Watson wrote, respecting the 
village of Atashan, the possession of which is disputed by the Persians and Afghans, 
that the Shaukat-ul-Mulk, when he was touring the frontier in December Inst, dispatched 
from Gazik a party consisting of forty mounted men to the village in dispute. A small 
guard of four Afghans, who held the place, shut the doors of the fort and defied the 
Persian soldiers, who eventually left, 
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Kerman, 


1, Nosret-ed-Dowleh, the 19-year-old Governor of Kerman, has received orders 
from his father and from the Minister of tlie Interior to appoint Governors and to collect 
the revenues under the old system for this year, us the new system has: riot ot beyond 
talk in the Assembly, 

2, ‘he local Assembly meets periodically, but in the absence of any regulations does 
not know what to do and therefore docs nothing. he people do niot understand orshow 
avy interest in it, 













Bam. 


Lieutenant G, D. Ogilvie has sent in his report on the subject of @ tour recently 
made by him in South-East Persia, ‘The instyuctions he recoived from tho Government 
of India were apparcntly to obtain information about the rifle smuggling occasionally 
carried on by the Afghans, and to search for a suitable place in Baluchistan for the 
sunumer head-quarters of the Vice-Consul at Bay. 

With regard to the smuggling, he reports that the Chiefs are generally in league 
with the smugglers, and that the only effective moans of supprossing the traffic is on the 
coast by ships, As to the summer head-quarters, he has not found any suitable place. 





Bovruzns Pensta. 





1. The attitude of the newly appointed Prince-Governor is very. characteristic, 
Mr, Grahame writes as follows: “The Prince Monyed-cil-Dowlch, who is in a diseased 
condition, spends most of his time in his ‘anderun,’ only appearing for an hour or two in 
the week at official sittings.” As to the coniition of the province, he says: “The local 
mbly would appear to be on theeve of its fall. Its self-seeking. and linpotence haye 
rendered it unpopular, Meanwhile every would-be Mujtehed issues orders in civil 
matters as if he were an independent authority, ‘The administration of Mars, as was 
foreseen, rests with Kavam-ul-Mulk,” ‘The agitation against the latter in "Tehran has 
heen fully reported upon elsewhere. 
Tal) 3A 
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On the 4th instant, in consequence of the growing discontent of the populace, 
who caw in the Kavam-ul-Mulk a firm supporter of the autocratic system, the long- 
threatened popular movement broke out. ‘The shops were closed, and demonstrations 
were set on foot in Tebran in sympathy. On the other hand, the Kavam-ul-Mulk’s 
party took simultancous action, with the result that the whole province beeame disturbed. 
Mic high roads became immediately unsafe, and several caravans were robbed, including 
British murebandize to the value of about 1,8001, ‘The British courier was robbed of 
his poat-bags between Bushire and Shiraz, To exonerate himself from blame the 
Kayan ul-Mulk thereupon telegraphed to the National Assembly at ‘Tehran and to the 
Shab that all this disturbance had been brought about by the British. In reply to 
urgent representations on the subject of the robbery of British merchandize and the loss 
of our despatches, the Persian Foreign Office writes: “The necessary orders have been 
iven in this matter to the proper authorities.” In the meantime it is announced 
that tho Nizamces-Sultaneb will proceed to Shiraz from Ispahan to take up the 
Governorship. 




















Bushire. 


1, Tho suotings of the local Connell have heen indefinitely postponed by the 
Govern 

9, A town! volunteer corps has been formed. 

5, [200 rillos were recently smuggled into Bushire, 

4, he local preachers Nenounce Russin, and advise their hearers to work for unity 
and (He National Assembly as the hest means of combating Russian designs in Persia, 
‘Phone is a yencial belief that the inception of the Constitution isdue to the English, and 
that the latter are inclined to support the people, 
rence to the I tion acliem 
Majesty's Ci At he cannot consent to give Hu 
ols Wo sia for iim, We doo not trast Yim sulficient) 
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Bunder Abbase 


1, At the beginning of May about 200 persons took refuge at His Majesty's 
Consulate with the object of obtaining tho redress of their grievances, which were 
connuoted with the administration of the district, His Majesty's Consul was instructed 
trot to intorfore in the matter, and the refugees left the Consulate within three or four 
days, 

%, fin Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abbas, ina despatch dated the 16th March to 
the Patition! Hoatdent in the Persian Gull, transmits the translation of a sworn statement 
‘do to hin) With) regard to an attempt made bya native Secretary of the Russian 

servant engaged by him to aceompany 
al on a yisit to Shiraz vid 
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payment. 


Lar. 


Lioutenant A. P, Wilson (82nd Sikh Pioneers) has supplied this Legation with a 
very interesting and useful Report on the subject of his tour from Bunder Abbas to Lar, 
and thence to Jahrum, Shiraz, Ispahan, Gulpaigan, and ‘Tehran. 

‘Mioughout the Province of Lar the attitude of the people and their rulers to the 
Government of India seemed to be one of respect and admiration. It was very 
noticeable that the Indian Government was looked upon as a real Power, quite 
independontly of the British Government, ‘The Khan of Lar spoke with great contempt 
of the Shalivand of the Persian Government, ‘The Tebran Assembly was not looked 
upon with interest by the people, though they read the Tehran newspapers. ‘The people 
ive all well samed;and the Khan keeps a bodyguard of 200 well armed men. The 
people in general, however, are uot particularly warlike, and would not be likely to take 
hing part ina movement against the Shah in favour of the Assembly, nor would they 
support the Shah by force of arms. ‘The clerical element was not much in evidence, 
though the Khan assured Lieutenant Wilson that they were at the bottom of all evil. 
Lieutenant Wilson was treated very well ia the Khan's territory. The farther north he 
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went, however, the less civil the people were, the more numerous became the Seyeds and 
Mallahs, and the more unpopular became the Shah's Government. His impression, 
which is useful, as he knows the language, was that the nglish were sharing in 
Northern Persia the generally crowing spirit of dislike of foreigners, though we are 
considered of value as a connterblast to the Russians, who are disliked but feared, their 
past acts and geographical position, together with the great liold they are supposed to 
have on certain Ministers, being always before the people's eyes, 

Signed! GP. R , 
Tehran, May 28, 1907. a POT 


Latest News, 







Tabrees. 


Mr. Wratislaw telegraphs that the local Assembly has intercepted telegrams to 
the son of Raliia Khan, who was reported to be at the head of a large irregular force 
marching on Tabreez, conveying the Shal’s approval of his action. In the meantime, 
© tribe of Shahsevens have pillaged Raliim Khan's villages in his absence. ‘The 
situation at Tabreez is better. 





Bushire. 





Severe! Jonthe have oconrred at the Rushire quarantine station, ‘The Governor 
sommunicnt=1 s folegram to the Resident stating that, by order of the Minister of the 
Intorior mn? the Sanitary’ Council, fourteen days’ quarantine had: been imposed on all 
sartivals from Kurtachee His Majesty's Minister protested against this on the ground of 
the Sanitary Convention of Paris, and the Prosident of the Sanitary Couneil obtained an 
oriler from the Minister of the Inferior that only five days’ quarantine should be imposed, 

srmity with the Convention of Paris, ‘Yhis order, however, had not been received 
nt Bushire yesterday, 





















Kermanshah, 


His Tinporinl Highness Salar-ed-Dowleh, the Shah's younger brat! 
to His Mojesty’s Consul at Kermanshah with the object’ of a reconei n with the 
Shuli Tlie Prince is reported to have the following of about 26,000 tribesmen, Tis 
Majesty's Minister made unofficial representations on the subject to. the Atalek-i- 
Au i reply, stated that the Shah authorized His Majesty's Legation to give & 
reassuring messaye to the Selar-ed-Dowleh and to tell hin that the Shah was prepared 
to pardon bim, 


has applied 
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(18874) No. 221. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Exiward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 115.) 
ir, Gutahek, May 24, 1907. 


1 NAVE the honour to inclose herewith an intoresting Memorandum drawn up 
by Mr. Kennard, embodying the latest information as to the proceedings of Horr 
Gutmann, which he obtained last night from trustworthy, source 

T venture to draw your particular attention to this information, which if correct 
would tend to show that the Gorman Minister is not in favour of an energetic policy 
at least at present, with regard to the proposed German banks, 

T hear from the Foreign Minister that the German Legation has asked what are 
the rogulations as to the visits of warships to the Gulf, and General Schindler has 
recived a new publication, just issued in Germany, containing full information as to 
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the navigation of the Gulf, with soundings, &e,, based on the Admiralty charts and on 
recent German surveys. 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) | CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


¢ Russian Legation has received similar information. 
c.8. B. 


Tnclosure in No. 221. 
Memorandum respecting German Financial Schemes in Persia. 


HE original Convention of August last, granting the establishment of a German 

in Tehran, the terms of which liave been published in the “Standard,” and are 
acknowledged as corre as negotiated before M, Stem ch’s arrival here as German 
Minister, and merely, provided for subsequent negotiations to be conducteil on the spot, 
when the German inancial Agent, M. Gutmann, arrived. Ttis true that the initiative 
came from the Ainced-Dowleh, who was Grand Vizier until July last, and wished to 
find a new source for borrowing money. M. Stemrich was, from his first arrival, 
sceptical as to the prospects of the bank. A grant of money had been promised for a 
German school about the same time as the Bank Convention, but M. Stemrich found 
that tho negotiations were attended with great difficulties, and the money as, in fact, 
hover been paid, ‘he German professor has arrived, but the rent of the house taken 
for him from an English lady is in arrear. 

‘When the German Financial Agent arrived, he was placed in communication by 
M. Stemrich with the Min and the Persiin Government appointed a 
Commission of three to discuss the terms of the Concession. Had the proposed con- 
ditions been merely of a commercial nature no, special Concession would have heen 
tiocessnry, What was desired was, on the one hiand, s loan to the Persian Government + 
On tho otlior, Concessions of an economical character, as, for instance, for mining and 
intigation, From independent sources of information, itis gathored that Mf. Gutmann’s 

igotintions with the Persian Government linye been so far without result, though he 

fomnins closeted with the Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Finance for several howrs 
daily, 

‘ho conditions he proposes for 
Government, in view of the Assemb 
Well as the possibility of fo on, dare not accept. 
Ni nn lias alreadly heen recalled by telegraph from Berlin, and as the indis 
Crotion of tlie Telogtaph Office is proverbial, it is quite possible that the information is 
cortvet. The opinions of experts is that, though optimistic 
yrospeets in North Porsia, M, Gutmann displays in conversation 
Uf tie country, and can only Have studied the question superfici 
With the German Minister are not very cordial, and there is ever 
that M, Stonirigh will be relioved when ho de 


Gulahek, May 24, 1907. 





{18907] No. 222, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 10.) 
(No. 287) 
Sin, St. Petersburgh, May 20, 1907. 
AID his weekly reception to-day M. Isvolsky handed to me a Memorandum, of 
whieh T have the honour to transmit a copy, and statod that T would find that it 
Contained some observations in regard to a letter whicli I had recently written to his 
vith respect. to the prolongation of the Concessions of some telegraph lines in Persia 
As his Exeollency broached another subject, and evidently did not desire that T should 
discuss that matter with him, Tmade no remarks, especially as a hasty glance at the 
Monorandum showed me-that it would be advisable that T should consult with you 
hiofore proffering any observations. 
‘As this despatch will only reach your hands some ton days lienee, and as in my 
eam No, 79 of to-day I have given a full summary of the contents of the 
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‘Memorandum and have indicated some points on which I haye ventured to solici 
information, it is needless for me to do more than forward a copy of enue 
___ Lhave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Tnclosure in No, 222, 
Aide-mémoire communicated by M. Isvolsky May 16 (29), 1907. 


_ PAR sa communication du 6 (19) Mai Sir Arthur Nicolson a fait say 
Ministére Impérial des Affaires fitrangéres que le Gouvernement aroniite seat 
eles dy Gouremement- Person i prolongation pour vingt ans des Concessions des 
ignes télézraphiques de Téhéran—Bouchir, de Jask A Gui t ligne centrale 
Hanes tGlgraphigues de 1 Jask A Guadar, et do In ligne centrale 
_Tout en remerciant son Excellence de cette communication, le Ministére Impérial 
eroit devoir attirer son attention sur le fait que le projet susindiqué, en cas d’exéeu- 
tion, introduirait un changement considérable dans l'état de choses actuol en Porse au 
point de yue des droits acquis respectivement 2 I’Angleterre ett la Russie, Si ln ligne 
de Jask A Guadar reste effectivement en dehors de la sphére d'influence Russe 
projetéo, il n’en est pas de méme des deux autres lignes, puisque cellesci traversent, 

des provinces situées dans cette spliere. 

Il parattrait done juste, alin de ne pas s’écarter de Vaccord intervenu au 
commencement des négociations Anglo-Russes, de n'introduiro, tant que durent 
ces pourparlers, aucun changement dans les droits des doux parties, surtout lorsque, 


comme dans le eas actuel, ces droits ont un rapport éyident avec les négociations 
en cours, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 16 Mai, 1907. 





(18908) No.2 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 


St, Petersburgh, May 29, 1907. 
167 of tho 25th March last, I have the 
t t the Russian Minister 
tehiran had. py yhich lay in the way the 
sums which were hield by the Russian Bank for tho purpose, should thoy be required, 
of furnishing the tussian share of an advance to the Persian Government boing 
utilized for the payment of the arrears due to the Cossack Brigade, In these 
circumstances his Excellency said he was in consultation with the Minister of 
Financo as to the best: means of overcoming the difficulty. Tt was, ho observed, vory. 
necessary that the arrears due to the Cossack Brigade should be paid, as it was the 
only trained foree on which the Shah could rely, and he was desirous of ascertaining 
what sources were available for the purpose. His Excellency did not specify what 
swore the technical difficulties which prevented the bank front advancing the money, 
nor did he appear to have any clear idea as to how the sum, which he again mentioned 
was about 80,000 tomans, could be found. I will inquire of M. Isvolsky what 

arrangements, if any, have been made on the subject. 
ted the substance of M. Tsvolsky’s remarks in my telegram No, 80 of 
to-day’s date. A . 
__ Lhaye, &e, 

(Signed) ’ A. NICOLSON. 





(18910) No. 224. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 
No, 291,) 
Sir, St, Peterslurgh, May 31 
‘THE Persian Minister here, the Mushir-ul-Mulk, called upon me fale . ie ie 
Tae announce the accession of the Shah to the Throne, and will shortly 
1741 3B 
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oeeed to London and Paris for the same purpose, subsequently returning to 
8 Petersburgh to assume charge of his Legation, from which he has been abgeut for 
over a year. 

He spoke to me at some length on the situation in Persia, which he trusted would 
soon return to a normal state, ‘The absolutely essential condition, in his opinion, to the 
restoration of peace and quietude was that the Persian Government should recognize 
fully the new state of things, and should work cordially and harmoniously with the 
‘Assembly. ‘The Government, in short, should place themselves at the head of the 
popular movement, and adapt’ themselves to the new régime which public opinion in 
Persia was determined to sce established, If the Court and the Government were to 
‘adopt this course, and were to show by their acts that they had no desire to run counter 
to the wishes of the people, he had no doubt that the course of affairs would run 
smoothly. I observed that T trusted that the Assembly on its side would also show 
moileration, and not at present make excessive demands, ‘The Mushir-ul-Mulk said that 
fat first there were signs that the Assembly might go too far in its early stages, but that 
now wisor counsels were prevailing, and he thought that it would be seen that the 
Chamber intended to act reasonably. 5 

Tie sail that he had had the advantage of a long conversation with M. Isvolsky, an 
had been pleased to hear from him that the accord between Great Britain and Russia in 
no wise offected the integrity and independence of Persia, and that both Goyeruments 
had decided to abstain from all interference in the internal affairs of Persia, ‘There had 
oon some fear lest the understanding between the two Governments might lead to 
efforts to snpport the authority of the Shah against the Assembly, but he believed that 
thore was no danger of any intervention of that character, 1 fold him that he could 
rest assured that neither Government had the slightest intention of interfering in the 
internal affairs of his country; the attitude assumed by both Governments was one of 


























of 





absolute neutrality, T could state on behalf of my Government that intervention was far 





from their Hhoughts, always, of course, on the understanding that the lives and interests 
of British subjects were’ not imperilled, Exaggerated rumours, 1 added, were often 
floated, and as on the side of Persin there were groundless fears as to the possible 
notion of the British and Russian Governments, so in the minds of some of my 
countrymen there had been anxiety lest the Assembly should wish to hamper or 
invalidate certain concessions which’ had been legitimately obtained by them, ‘The 
Mushir-ul-Mulk stated that he was convinced that the Persian Assembly would 
seruptlously observe nll existing concessions and contracts, and he was pleased to hear 
frou ine that the British and Kuselan Governments intended to pursue the policy which 
T hind indicated, 

T inquired of him whether the financial situation was not causing some difficulties. 
He admitted that such was the case, but trusted that means would be found for tiding 
over the ombarrassments until a proper financial policy had been introduced and the 
reforms which were being ninde in the aystem of taxation had borne fruit, T asked him 
if the National Bank had been finally established, He said that the Bank had beeu 
formed, but he did not know if it had yot been found possible to set its machinery into 
full working activity. He believed that the Bank was prepared to advance the Govern- 
ment about 100,000, which had been subscribed internally. I inquired whether the 
German Bank had commenced operations. He replied that M, Gutman was studying 
the situation, and he personally doubted if there would be an opening at prescnt for a 
German institution. 

I tliat it seemed to mo that a fourth bank would create rather 
1 plethora of such establishments in Persia, and that there was hardly room for so 
many, 

‘Nhe Mushit-ul-Mulkc agreed, and repeated that he doubted if Germany would find 
it worth her while to promote a Gernian Bank, 

‘Phe Mushir-ul-Mulk expects to be in London about the 14th proximo. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
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[18916] No. 225, 






Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 





. 297.) 
Sir, 







, St, Petersburgh, June 8, 1907. 

I INFORMED M. Isvolsky yesterday that the Mushir-ul-Mulk had paid me a 
visit, and T acquainted his Excellency with the substance of what I had said to the 
Porsian Envoy, and T stated that I had laid special stress on the desire of my Govern: 
mont to abstain from all interference in the internal affairs of Persia, and to observe 
an attitude of absolute neutrality. M. Isvolsky said that he had used practically the 
same language, and that the Mushir-ul-Mulk had hinted to him that perhaps the 
Russian Government. would bo disposed to support the Persian Assembly in its 
telations with the Shah. His Excelleney ha’ pointed out to the Persian Envoy that, 
though the Russian Government would gladly welcome harmonious relations between 
the Shah and the Assembly, they did not desite to place themselves on either side, and 
that intervention in favour of the Assembly would be a distinet interference with the 
internal affairs of Porsin, Ie had emphasized the desire of the Russian Government 
tobe absolutely neutral. 

M. Tevolsky added that the Mushir-ul-Mulk had evinced considerable curiosity. as 
to fe negotiations between Great Britain and Tussin, and he had told the Persian 
Envoy tliat the integrity and independence of Persia would he strictly safeguarded. 
Te lied further explained to the Mushir-ul-Mulk that a good understanding betw 
Great Britain and Russia and an identity of views and poliey on the part of both the 
nefghbonrs of Persia could have but a beneficial effect on the interests of that country, 
Hrd the former jealousies and rivalries hetween the two countries continued to exist 
during the present crisis in the affairs of Persia, it would have boon quite. possible 
that some intervention would lave ensued, and’ that tho two Powers, suspicious of 
each other's motives and aims, might have taken some action which would have boon 
of serious moment to Persia, As matters were, all such danger liad been avoided, 
anil Persin could congratulate lerself on the happier state of lations which oxisted 
between Great Britain and Russia. 

Te had been informed by the Mushir-ulMulk that tho defteit in the Persian 
Budget would amount to over 2,000,002, and he did not himself sce how 
Persia could extricate herself from her financial difficulties without a loan, Ho did 
not appear to have dwelt on this matter with the Mushir-ul-Mull, and I repeated to 
M, levolaky the few remarks which had been interchanged between thio Mushirsule 
Mulk and inyself on the subject. 

















































































T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 

















"(1s925) No. 226, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Roceived! June 10.) 










. 308.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, June 6, 1007, 

IIIAVE the honour to transmit herewith an aide-mémoire which I have received 
from M., Isyolsky, inclosing some amendments which the Russian Government desire 
to introduce into the Preamble and into Articles I to ITV of the draft Convention 
concerning Persia, 























T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘\. NICOLSON, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 226. 


Aide-mémoire. 





DANS son aide-mémoire du 14 (27) Mai courant, le Gouvernement Tin 
out en constatant Pacoord établi entre 1a Grando-Brotague ct Ia Russie quan 
contenu du Préambulo et des quatre premiers Articles de la Convention a conchire sir 
Tes allies de Verse, se proposat de revenis sur quelques, daily de PArrangonet 
qui, de son avis, exigeaient des Gclaircissements supplémentaires, 
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rd le texte du 
principe par les 
part, dy intro 





» Gouvernement Impérial a cru done utile de mettre en re 
abule et des quatre premiers Articles, tel qu'il a été accepté 
deux Gouvemements, ct les changements qu'il proposerait, pour = 
duire, conformément & la pidce ci-jointe. é x 

Sans Sarréter sur quelques modifications de rédaction d’importance secondaire, 

qui y sont désignées en marge, le Ministdre Impérial croit devoir attirer tout spéciale- 
mont Vattention de Ambassadeur Britannique sur les points suivants qui, tout en ne 
touchant en rien aux bases de Ventente établies, ont tout de méme une certaine 
ortée. 
PML: Test & noter tout @abord que Pexpression *animés du sincdxe désir de maine 
tenir ordre et le développement pacifique dans toute étendue de Empire Persan” 
implique V'idée d'un ongugement direct de garantir le maintien de Yonire en Perse, ce 
qui n’entre éyidemment pas dans les intentions des Parties Contractantes. Tl serait 
Une prefiinbile de rédiger co passage comme suite “animes du sinebre désir de voir 
Vordre et le développement pacifique maintenus dans toute 'étendue de Empire 
Poxsan.” 

2, La Convention ayant exelusivement trait aux intéréts de In Grande-Bretazne 
ct de la Russie en Perse, il serait peu désirable Vomettre le passage relatif “aux 
avantages Ggaux pour 1¢ commerce et Vindustrie de toutes les nations,” @autant plus 
que ce passage n'est pas on tous points conforme ayee les dispositions du prbjet de la 
Convention. 

Do avis du Ministdre Impéria}, i! somblerait préféra 
possible toute expression faisant allusion & des cas de m 
Puissances, et par conséquent domettre mots 

tant des eas de fi kueo dans leurs: rel: 
moms,” Le sens 













































nuer en tant que 
nee entre les deux 
nt Veffet nnisible 
ions avec la Perse et entre 
il, moins clair. 
démarcation 














garantic des possessions Russes de Vinvs 

Les limites de la zone Russe n’étant indiquées dans VArtiole T que du ebté 
dional, y-aurait-il néoossité do mentionner dans I'Article IL ‘les frontitres de 
Afghanistan et du Bélondjistan ” comme limitant la zone Anglaise ? 

6, Bniin, le Gouvernement Russe proposcrnit, pour plus de précision, de com- 
plstor Article LV par une indication qu'il ne s'agit des emprunts conclns, aussi 
‘lu Bangue lnpériale de. Perse qu’ Ia 
dite de Ia signature dix présont Arrange 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 28 Mai (5 Juin), 1907. 


















Inclosure 2 in No, 





Modifications proposces par le Gouverne= 


Le Texte de Convention, relative uur Affuires 
ment de Russie. 


dle Perse, adoplé en principe pitr les 
Gouwernements de Grunde-Bretagne et 
de Russie. 


LES Gouyernements de Granile-Bre- 
tagne ot de Russio, s'étant mutuellement 
engagés i respecter Vintégrité et Vindé- 

vendance de la Perse et animés du sinetre 
yoir lordre et lo développoment pacifique sir de maintenir Vordre et le dévelop) 
maintenus ment_pacifique dans toute P’étendue de 















A exclure TEmpiro Persan, aussi bien que d’établir 
des avantages égaux pour le commerce ct 


Vindustrie de toutes Tes uations, ont résolu 
qu'une Convention sera eonclue entre eux. 
‘ux termes suivant: 





Les Gonvernements de Grande-Bre- 
tagne et de Russie reeonnaissent mutuelle- 








A exclure 










do Vautre 

























Ted, Khakh, Khaf, Kia 
Kuh-Benitak 





























et aboutissant & Bender-Abbas 
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yoir la paix et Yordre maintenus 


, ot Ia montagne 






ment; que chiacun deux a, pour des raisons 
Wordre géographique et économique, un 
intérét spécial A maintenir la_paix ot 
Yordre dans certaines provinces dé la Perse 
Contigués ou yoisines i In frontidre Russq 
d'une part, ot aux frontidres de ’Afghan- 
istan et du Béloudjistan de Yautre; ot 
chaeun des deux Gouvernements, cons 
statant V'effet nuisible résultant des cas de 
friction sur place dans leurs relations avec 
Ta Perse ot entre cux-mémes, est désireux 
éviter tout motif de collision avec les 
intéréts spéciaux do chacun d’eux dans les 
provinces Persanes dont i a été fait men- 
tion plus haut, 


En conséquence, il a été déeidé par In 
présente comme suit:-— 














1, 


Ta Grande-Brotagne stengage A ue pay 
recherclier pour clle-:méme et Xue pas 
appuyer, en faveur de sujets Britanniques, 
aussi bien qu’en favour de sujets de Putss 
ances tierces, de Concessions quelconques 
denature politique ou commerciale, telles 
que les Concessions de chemins de fer, de 
Danques, de télégraplies, do routes,’ de 
transport, d'assurance, ete, au deli dune 
ligne partant de Kasti-Chitin, trayersant 
Isphahian, lead, et Khakli ot aboutissant & 
la frontidie Afghano pros de Zulficar, ot d 
no pats s'opposer, directement ow indirecto: 
ment, i des demandes do pareilles Conces: 
sions dans cette région souitenues par, le 
Gouvernement Russe, 











Li, 


La Russie, de son ebté, ‘engage a ne 
pas rechercher pour elle-méme et i ne pas 
ppuyer, en fayeur do sujets Russes, aussi 
bien qu’en favour de sujets de Puissances 
tiereos, de Concessions’ queleonques de 
nature oldaue ou commerciale, telles 
que les Concessions de chomius de’ fer, de 
banques, de télégraphes, de routes, de 
transport, d'assuranee, ete, au deli dune 
ligne allant de la frontidre Afghano par 
Gazik, Birdjand, Kerman, ct Bender-A bbas 
et_par les frontiéres de Afghanistan et 
du Béloudj et ine pas s'opposer, 

directement, & des de 
mands de parcilles Concessions dans cette 


région soutenues par le Gouvernement 
Britannique, 









I. 


La Russie s'enzagy pour sa part A ne: 
pas s'opposer, sans s'étre préalablement. 
entendue avec l’Angleterre, & ce que des 


8c 
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Concessions quelconques soient données & 
des sujets Britanniques. dans les régions 
entre les: de la Perse situées en dchors des lignes 
mentionnées dans les Articles I et LI. 
Ta Grande-Bretagne prend un engage- 
identique ment analogue en ce qui concerne des 
Concessions & donner ‘des sujets Russes 
dans les mémes régions de la Perse. 
‘Toutes les Concessions existant actuelle- 
‘ment en decd des lignes dsignées dans les 
Articles I et IT sont maintenues. 


IV. 


Tl est entondu que les reventis de toutes 
les douanes Persanes, 4 Vexception de 
celles du Farsistan ot du Golfe Persique, 
gavantissant Yamortissement et Tes int 
des emprunts conclus par le Gouver 

tse ment du Schah en Russie, seront afl 

Pinse jusqu’d la date de la signature du au méme but que par le passé 

présent- Asrangement, Il est Ggalement entendu que Tes rw 

vents do douanes Persanes du Parsistan et 

du Golfe Persique, aussi bien que ecu, 
sur to littoral Persau de Ja Mer Caspienne pécheries Ler Cs os Postes 
et cou et Télégraphes, serout alfectés comme par 
le passé au service des emprunts conclus 

par le Gouvernement du Schal iv la 

Persy jusquia 1a date de ta signature du Banque Impériale de Perse. 

présont Arrangement. 














reyenus garantissant 





Banque d’Escompte « 


















picnic et 





















(19133) No, 227. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received June 10.) 


Sir, India Office, June 8, 1907. 

IN reply to Mr, Mallet’s letter of the Ist June on the question of renewing the 
contracts of the Indo-Futopean ‘Telegraph Department in Persia, I am directed by 
Mr, Secretary Morley to inclose, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, copy of a Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Department on 
the subj 

‘Mr, Morley appreciates the difficulty of pressing at present on the Russian Govern- 
‘ment the view that the maintenance of existing Concessions referred to in Article IIL 
‘of the draft Convention regarding Persia now under discussion implies the renewal of 
Such Concessions if the Persian Government agrees to it, But the reasons given in 
Mr. Kirk’s Memorandum against a settlement on the lines indicated in Mr, Mallet’s 
Totter under reply seem to him valid, and I am to suggest, for Sir B. Grey's considera- 
tion, that, with u view to mecting the difficulty, which appears to Mr, Morley to be a 
serious one, the Russion Government should be invited, as proposed by Mr. Kirk, to 
Nithiraw: their present objection to the renewal of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department's Concessions in Persia, in retuen for a surrender by the British Government 
of their rights over the Tehran-Khanikin line. 

Such a solution would apparently go far to frustrate the schemes of the Dresdener 
Bank for telegraph connection between Constantinople and India through Persia, 
referred {o in Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 4th June, But any application to the Persian 
Government for a renewal of the ‘Telegraph Department's Concessions, such as is 
suggested in Sir ©, Spring-Rice’s telegram No. 184 of the Bist May, forwarded with 
Mr. Mallet’s letter, is apparently precluded by Article T of the draft Convention. as it 
tow stands, unless the, Russinn Government agree that the maintenance of existing 
Concessions contemplated in Article TIT involves also their extension with the approval 
‘of the Persian Government) 














Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 





























































































































[19204) No, 227°, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 91.) és 
(Telegraphic. P. St. Petersburgh, June 10, 1907. 
MY telegram No, $7 of the 7tH instant. 








M. Iayolsky lias sont me a Memorandum accepting addition proposed by His 
{y"s Government by Avticle V of Persian Convention. Proposed tinal ywording 
‘Above Axticle is. given, but: expressi f intorest” is used in phice of 
spliere of influence.” Former es} + but T will avait 
yout reply to the suggestions mad n referred to above. Tn final 
Sentence M, Tsvolsky employs the words “ prineipes servant de base & Ia présente 
Convention” instead of principles governing the present Convention,” which, T 
prose, we can agree to; otherwise Article is identical with that which Tor 
Torwavded to you. 
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Tnclosure in No. 227. 
Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 


THE Foreign Office puts forvards a suggestion that, in order to meet Russian 
objections, His Majesty’s Government should agree, if the contracts of the Indo- 
Buropean ‘Telegraph Department can be renewed in Persia, to renounce the right to 
work the section of the Department's lines, which lies within the proposed Russian 
sphere (i., that between Tehran and ee) ‘on the expiration of the present, 
Concession. Should this line be made over in the manner proposed, it would without: 
doubt come under the complete contro! of the Russian Government, with the result 
that neither the British nor the Indian Government could communicate by telegraph 
with the British Minister. at Tehran except over Russian telegraph lines. Tt appears to 
me that this is a very serious objection to making an Agreement of the kind, From a 
telegraph point of view the giving up of the line from ‘Tehran to Ispahan would be a 
mistake, as the Tehran-Bushire and the Central Persia lines mect at Ardistan, and if 
the section of the line from Ardistan to Ispahan was taken away from the Indo- 
Buropean Telegraph Department the connection between the two main lines would be 
lost. 




















Sir © Spring-Htice, in his telegram of the Bist ultimo to the Foreign Oitice, reports 
‘at he hears the Dresdener Bank wants to arrange for telegraph connection from 

taptinople, through Persia, to India, With reference to this connection, 1 would 
invite attention to the fifth paragraph of my note of the 2th April last, whieh is below,” 
in which it is shown how, if the present telegraph Concessions of the Indo-European 

zeaph Department are not renewed, the German Government may. obtain the 
control of the telegraph Tine from the Turkish frontier at Khanikin to the Indian frontior 
ot Robat It might be that, if this were brought to the knowledge of the Russian 
Government, and if at the same time the British Government were to agree to make 
vor its rights over dhe Khanikin-'ehran section to the Russian Government, the latter 
Government might waive its present objections to the renewal that ix wanted of the 
Concessions of the Indo-European Telegraph Department in Persia, 

(Signed) HW. A. KIRK. 





























June 4, 1907, 





(18690) No, 228. 
Sir Edward Gréy to Sir A. Ni 





‘olson, 


(No. 73.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Fore 
PERSIAN Convention. 
I concur in amendments as proposed by your Excellency in your: telegram 
No, 87 of the 7th June. 





ign Office, June 10, 1907, 





{18233} No. 220. 
Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir , Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, June 10, 1907. 
1 HAVE to inform you that 1 caused a copy of your despatch No. 91 of the 
20th April last, relative to the affairs of the Oil Concessions Syndicate, to be forwarded 
to Mr. J. R. Preece for the information of that Company. 

L avw transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from Mr. Precee 
foply to that communication, stating the reasons for which the Syndicate ab 
decline to cancel the existing Agrecinent betweon themselves and the Bakh 
and to negotiate a fresh one, and denying the right of the Persian Government to 
insist on the renewal of the contract, on which the Moftah-es-Saltano laid stross in Ii 
conversation with you: 

‘You will observe that the Syndicate are willing that Mr. Paul Kitabji should be 
openly acknowledged as their agent at Tohran under your control, and that they 















* Copy sent to Foreign Ofice on May 8, 1907. 





4 No.191, 






















express the hope that you will use your discretion in the matter and will furnish that 
gentleman with strict instructions. 

T have to request you, should you see no objection, to advise Mr. Kitabjt to act as 
suggested by Mr. Precee, by endeavouring to induee the Amin-es-Sulian to use his 
rifluence to persuade the Bakhtiari Chiefs to carry out their agreement with the 
Syndicate 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) ~~. GREY. 













No. 280. 




































[18233] 
Foreign Office to Mr. J. Preece. 





Sin, Foreign Office, June 10, 1907 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the reeeipt of your 
letter of the 8rd instant, relative to the affairs of the Oil Concessions Syndicate in 
Persia. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that a copy of your communication will be 
ded to His Majesty's Minister at ‘fehran, with instructions to advise Mr. Paul 
i to nct as suggested hy you by endeavouring to induce the Amin-es-Sultan to 
lise his influence to persuade tle Bakhtiari Chiefs to earry out their agreement with 
the Syndicate, should Sir C, Spring-Rice see no objection to such a course, 

Tam, &e, 
Gigned) ' F, A. CAMPBELL. 














/19836] No, 221, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 11.) 
(No, 92.) 
(elographie.) Pe St, Petersburgh, June 11, 1907. 

YOUR despatch No, 225 of the 6th instant and your telegram No, 72 of the 7th 
Porsian Convention. a 
T will not communicate proposed amendments without receipt of further 
instructions, 

Ti regard to the insertion of the clause 
Preamble, T should like to be informed, in ca 
‘hat precisely maintenance of status quo 
Inaintenanee of the political status quo sol 
Feu the establishment of w naval base 
Power as a serious disturbance of the status yuo, but e do not wish to modify 
any way the stipul Article LIL as to Con is inthe nentral zone, not to 
attempt to exclude the legitimate trade of other countries ? 
















pecting the status quo in. Persia in tho 
nister for Foreign Affairs inquires, 
Should I he correct in saying that 
iat we should 

in the Gulf by a fore 

































{19319} No. 232. 
‘Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 11.) 








0, 145.) 
(Welegraphic) P. Guluhek, June 11, 1907. 
SALAR suddenly fled’ to the mountains, after fighting in which there was some 





Joss, and the Salar’s side gained the advantage. 
Above statements aro contained in official telegrams. 










































(12934/06) No. 234.4. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 
Foreign Office, June 11, 1907. 


No. 72.) 
Tear EAOK: on Douglas and Lorimer 
vy uglas an -. dl 7 
Pet Cforee (0 Ate, Grant Dulls despatch No, 75 of last year, what prospect is 
thereof recovering 2,007, from the Persian Government ? 





[19432] No, 84n, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 12.) 
No, 146.) 
can) “chls ger ticoour aloerame NOT R IONE ni i cht Penian 
Government have so money. ‘They, moreover, maintain that warning of risk was 
fiven, and that the safety of ravellers during veeent rebellion in Lutstan could not 


Ho gunrantood, 












a7) spe 
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[18846] No. oh, 24 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 59.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Acting in concert with Russian Ambassador, your Bxeollency should urge 

Sublime Porte to abstain from encroaching on territory belonging to Persia, 

See telegram No. 144 from Tehran, which has been repeated to you, 


Foreign Office, June 11, 1907. 





[18839] C No. 234. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 70.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 11, 1907. 
SITUATION at Kermanshah. 
Instructions which you have sent to Consul at above place, as mentioned in your 
telegram No. 148 of the Sth June, are approved. 











(15429) No. 285. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 106.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 12, 1907. 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 69 of the 11th April, in which you express 








your views on the draft Convention relative to Persia, communicated by M, Isvolsky 
on the 20th Eobruary. 

‘You will have observed from the confidential print which has oubtless reached 
you by now that considerable alterations have already been agreed upon by the British 
and Russian Governments in its toxt, and I transmit herewith w countor-draft® wl 
has been prepared by His Majesty's Government, and which with some possible minor 
iolifentions, chiefly ofa verbal character, still under consideration, 
communicated to the Russian Government. 






















An Article (11) lias been agreed upon which will minimize the danger that the 
preponderating influence of Russia, due to the inclusion of Tehran within her sphere 
of interest, will be used to prevent the acquisition of British Concessions in the neutral 

while Article V, which hias also been accepted by the Russian Government, is 
signed to obviate the possibility of Russia exercising in the British sphore the right 
to control the customs which is conferred upon her hy her loan contracts in the case 











“of default, 


‘You will also note that an important modification has been made in the definition 
of the Russian sphere, the Russian Government having consented to the line 
terminating at Zulficar, instead of at Kuhsin, Ttis thus scoured that no part of the 
Russian sphere will be conterminous with the Afghan frontier, a point on the 
importaneo of which T need not dwell. 

‘You lay stress on the desirability of fully safeguarding British interests in respect 
of Concessions which have not yot been exploited, and suggest that it should be laid 
down that not only are existing Concessions to be maintained, but that they may be 
renewed on their expiry. 

Tt has been agreed that all existing Concessions are to be maintained, Shoulil a 
Concession have remained unexploited, it will become a question for consideration 
wlicther the cineumstances are such as to warrant His Majesty's Government in 














+ Printed separately, 


may 3D 
























194 195 








approaching the Persian Government with a, view to te prolongation, but T do not 

consider that any special provision to this end is called for. 5 i 
Tae tnt oy meet tie ‘objection that the renewal of duly exploited Concessions 
on their termination would be contrary to the spirit of the Agreement, and in view 
of the expression of opinion evoked from the Russian Government by the proposal to 
‘ask for an extension of the Concessions of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 

‘it does not appear possible to insert a provision to this effect. : 
‘With regard to your further suggestion that some security should be obtained 
that tho telegraph Tines now being worked by British enterprise are not redeemed by 
parchase by the Persian Government in order to be transferred to other hands, I am 
i Of opinion that it would not be possible to ask the Russian Goverament to give such 
security, which would be worthless, owing to their inability to prevent such a 

transaction. 

‘he question of the extension of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph ‘Department’s 
continets tx nt the present moment under discussion with the Russian Government, 

‘| and if is hoped that a satisfuctory solution may be arrived at. ; = 
i Yin Jay stress upon the importance of precluding the Russian Bank from 
of the importation of silver, but this is not a question which can 
{ be denlt with inn Convention, since it is dependent on the Charter of the Imperial 
| Bank of Porsin As, however, the latter has establishments hoth in the British and 


definitely when the moment for such action arrives, and Tis Majesty's Government 
would be on far stronger moral ground for resisting any attack which might be made 


upon their interests if they are able to appeal to the Treaty engagements of the 
Russian Government. 












Tam, &. 
(Signed) -E, GREY, 





















[18925) No. 236. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, June 12, 1907. 
WII reference to previous correspondence respecting the ‘proposed Auglo- 
Agreement relative to Persia, I am directed by Sceretary Sit B, Grey to 
tr wa herewith @ copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador at, 
St. Petersburgh inclosing a communication from the Russian Government respecting 
certain furtlier amendments which they desire to introduce into tho Preamble and 
Articles I to TY.* 
in to obs 


























obtaining » monopaly 













ie that the point numbered 1 in the inclosed aide-ménoire liad 




























a neti zones, if would form a legitimate subject of discussion between the two occurred to Sir E, Grey, and that in the counter-draft which was sent to Sir 

i Governments after Hh conclusion of the Agreement. stents male sou on the Gth instant, copy of which is inclosed for convenience of reference,t 

H Fontirely share your view as to the importance of maintaining in British hands veding of the Preamble has been altered so as to mect the objection that Great 
the administration of the quarantine service in Southern Persia, but this is a question Br aul Russia would appear to be arrogating to themselves the right to maintain 
Which is necessarily outside the scope of the present Convention, You are aware that Saleen 





the improvement of {he service is nov the subject of correspondence with the Go 
ment of [niin ud if w diplomatic discussion became necessary His Maj 
Government would he in a hotter position to pursue it with success if they were 
to point to. thoronghly efficient service. 

Mio clause which E have propose as to the maintenance of the sta 
Gif will, however, it may be hoped, rondor such a negotiation unnecesss 

Tam unable to share your view that the Agreement contains no formal and 
definite plore ae to the integrity and indepentlence of Persia, ‘The words of the 
‘Proamble ave suiflelontly clear and precise on this point, and the existing engagements 
on the subject, However informal may have heen their nature originally, are now 
formally renewed and fortified by the fact that they are referred to in a Treaty. 

Yon will observe that, in deference to your objections, the wording of the Preamble 
has hoon moilified so as to avert the danger which you fear that the Persian Govern- 
mont will conclude that the Br ) and Russian Governments are arrogating to 
themselves tHe right of maintaining order or establishing equal advantages for trade 
in the Shah's domi 

Where fs, however, no qu 
Coneiesions tre editain, prov 
oxploiting the 
part ot cack Pawot mnt to: 
jpartios Doing inno way excluded frown s¢ 

As row 
out thet MoU 
“easy align 
locked hy the interposition of th 

‘The logient conchision of your despatch is that His Majesty's Government should 
continue 0 pursue the same polioy which they have followed in the past of attempting 
to support Persia against Russian advances 

Tt fs. mnttor of opinion how far this polfey has been successful, but, in any ease, 
itontails the lisatvantage of creating for this country responsibilities, which might 
result in an obligation on our part to come, sooner or later, to the assistance of 

force 





Sir E, G 
the words rolat 
of all atic 
of being designed with th 
exploitat G it 
not only in Persia, but 
Gers 





of opinion with regard to 2 that it would not, be desirable to omit 
i; to tle establishment of equal advantages for the trado and industry 
sion in question would expose the Agreement to the 

object of reserving certain portions of Persia for 
in and Russia, and would not fail to excite hostilo eri 
in all countries other than the Contracting Parti 
¥¥, Which have commercial relations with Persia, 



























yuo in the 
















ian objection to the words is partly based on the argument that they do 





izutlier conform to the terms of the Convention. By this is no doubt; meant 
that a desize to establish equal opportunities of trade for all nations is not consistent 
with the provisions of Articles Land II, which specifically exclude Great Britain and 
Russia from seeking such opportunities in the sphere of the otlier. This objection 
could be mot by substituting the words “all other nations" for “all nations, 
and Sir E, Grey would propose to put forwand this suggestion to the Russian 
Government. 

With regard to 8, Sir E. Grey sees no objection to the omission of the allusion 
to the of friction between the two Powers, 
oars 4, Sir E. Grey considers that the reasons explained in Sir B. Grey's 
despatches, which rendered undesirable the termination of the Russian line at Kuhsan 
would oyually apply to the line being drawn, as now suggested by the Iussian 
Government, within a few es of the Afghan front ‘There would, however, 
appear to} form the Russi nment that, if they consider it 

iispaisable to maintain a sanitary station at Karez, His Majesty's Government will 

ection to their doing so, provided that the Russian Government, on their 

ho steps to interfere with the existing arrangoment wheroby the quarantine 
system on the Persian Gulf is undor British control, 

Sir E. Grey is disposed to accept the alterations suggested under 5 and 6, 

‘Ther is no objection to the remaining amendments proposed, which are of a 
verbal naturv, and which, so far as they have not been anticipated in the inclosed 
dmft Agreement, may be accepted by His Majesty's Government. 

1 sin to state that, subject to Mr. Socretary Morley’s con 
proposes to reply to Sir A. Nicolson, by telegraph, in the aboyo 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 



















































stion of the two Governments “acquiring exclu 
"or of their claiming “the exclusive privilege 



































British zone. 
































currence, Sir H, Grey 
se, 














t Draft Convention, 
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No, 237. 





[18286] 
Foreign Office to Messrs, Ellinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 12, 1907. 

T AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you the Board of Trade 
have communicated to this Department your letter of the 30th ultimo, relative to 
the desiro of the new Persian National Bank to appoint an agent in London, 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that thg question is not one upon which His 
Majesty’s Government can offer advice, ‘hey have no information as to the amount 
of the nominal capital of the new bank, and as Sir E. Grey understands that the 
necessary funds have not yet heen subscribed, it would not appear that the bank has 
as yot any practical existence. 

Tam, &, 


(Signed) L. MALLET. 











(19588) No, 298. 4 1, 
NA > 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 18.) 
(BG 72.) 
Telegraphic.) B. 

SURGO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Your telegram No, 59 of the 11th instant, 

Thavo urged the Sublime Porte, and, through a high official who was sent to see 
me yesterday by tho Sultan, also His Imperial Majesty, to refrain from any 
eneroichments on Persian territory, and to-day similar representations will be made by 
ny Russian colleague, 

‘Tho condition of affairs being very disturbed throughout Persia, Limpressed upon 
thom that it was the more necessary to act with cireumspection ; ‘the area of these 
Aioturbaneas would only be widened by any rash action ou the part of Turkey, and 
they. would probably ‘eventually rebound upon Turkey lierself, besides which a 
neighbouring Mohammedan country now in trouble would uot forget an unfriendly 
policy. 

In reply, the Porto state 

wali’; that th 


Constantinople, June 13, 107. 











No. 144 of the Sra instant, 
this be-renlly-thoir object. 








{19685} No. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 14.) 


39, 


(No. 91) 
(Telegraphic) 2. Se. Petersburgh, June 14, 1907, 
PERSIAN Agrcement, ‘Transfer of telegraph lines, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent me a Memorandum, inclosing a draft 
Arrangement dealing with the above subject. ‘The general idea of the proposal is that 
trol of Tehran-Meshed line should be handed over by us, but that our control of the 
Meshod-Seistan line should only commence in the neutral zone south of Russian sphere, 
‘At 0 point hereafter to be determined. Two commutators should be placed at the 
above-mentioned point—one English aud one Russian—the latter to be linked up with 















‘an argmment is that British control shoul not Le exereised in Russian 
sphere of interest, Russia Leing willing to admit, that the sections of the Meshed- 
Scistan line which are in the British sphere should be under British control. 

"They propose that before Arrauigement can come into force adhesion of Persian 
Govoruont diol be oblatted: 
Twill send the text by King’s mes 





gor nost week, 






































(19514) No, 237 4. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 9th May, 
relative to an application for a loan on behalf of Shaukat, Governor of Kain, to/enabile 
hhim to repay the Russian Bank. 


India Offce, June 12, 1907. 





Tnelosute in No. 287 4. 
Major Kennion to Government of Indie 
Telegraphic.) P. Birjund, April 
FOLLOWING telogram has been sent hy me to His Majesty's Mui 
ond ropeated to His Majosty’s Consul-General, Khorasan :— 


* Mustaufi, on behalf of Sh jou for Loan of 20,000 van 
‘blo Shaukat 16 repay Russian Bank, and) Sunni Khuina.and tive 
lor wealthy mercliauts and officials lave guaranteed repayment, and land, equivalent 
Wo valuo of the loan, is offered as security, Matter may te worth’ consideration of Hv 
Traparial Bank of Per is amplo, whether Shaukat retains ( iy 
Hut You are best able to judge. as to general oxpedioney: in’ such a matter, due | 
would point out that, if the bank is unwilling to advance tle amount, loan hy Goyorn 
Juent- on easy terms would have good local 











































19589) 


No, 287 





Nice to Sir Rdiward Grey —(Receivert Junie 13.) 








Gali, Sune Y 
ys that uegotiations are still proceling with the 
Te does not, however, expeet much frou then. 
With reference to my immediately preceding telegram of the 18th June, it woull 
coun that the German Bank is not prepare to make an immodinto advance, judi 
by the Amin’s proposal ta the Imperial Bank for a loan to tho National Bank. 


















(19591) 





Sir 





1 Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received! June 13.) 
(No. 119.) 

phic) P Gulahek, June 13, 1 
118 Persian Governinent profess alarm at hearing tat the Amir is con 
Herat with 40,000 men, anil ask the views of His Majesty's Government respectinis 
tlie proposal to dispatch a Persian Delegate to the ved to in my telewrann 
No 115 of the 16th May last. 
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(19590) No. 240. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 14.) 


fo, 147.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 13, 1907. 

‘THE Imperial Bank has received from his Highness the Amin-es-Sultan a proposal 
for an advance, which he says the Assembly anil accept, viz., the bank to advance 
200,000. to the National Bank, which sum would then be handed over to the Assembly 
for the settlement of internal obligations up to date. 

I at once informed my Russian colleague. I also replied that unless Russia 
joined you would not consent to this proposal. 

‘The Manager of the Imperial Bank, to whom I haye referred the matter, tells me 
that the proposition is inadmissible as a commercial one. The National Bank has no 
existence as yet, and there is no adequate security. 

Proposal is merely a subterfuge in order that assent to foreign loan may be 
obtained from Assembly. 

From two good sources I am meanwhile informed, though news is unconfirmed as 
yet, that a loan of 200,001. to the Shah is being arranged in St. Petersburgh by the 
Russian Financial Agent. Shares in the National Bank, which has recently applied to 
His Majesty for support, will then be taken by him to that amount. See my telegram 
No. 131 of the 30th ultimo. 

‘The Amin may intend to provoke refusal by this proposal to us. He would thus 
justify hostile action against the Imperial Bank, as well as an application for assistance 
elsewhere. 

T propose to answer him that if the Assembly authorizes Government to accopt 
original Anglo-Russian offer, which still holds good, the guarantees for the proper 
expenditure of the money can be given to us by any means which he may choose. 








{19706} No. 241. 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received June 15.) 


THE Secretary of the Admiralty presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and begs to transmit attached copy of a telegram 
of the 12th instant, which has been received from the Coinmander-in-chief, Bast 

ies. Tt 


Tndi ated whether the Secretary of State for 

v of events in Persia, sees any objection to authorizing the 
Bast Indies, to dispose of the ships under his command at his 
discretion, or to proceed to Trincomali. 

Tt may be observed that the three ships sul ad by the Indian Government 
must be within Indian waters, and that, unless affa in Persia are pressing, there 
would not be a great loss of time if the Commander-in-chief were to be summoned 
from Trincomali rather than Colombo. 

‘The latest d ition of the ships of the squadron is shown on the attached sheet. 


Admiralty, June 14, 1907. 
Inclosure 1 in No, 241. 
Vice-Admiral Sir E, Poé to Admiralty. 
(Telegraphic.) June 12, 1907, 


DOES the situation still prevent my departing for Trincomali or disposing of 
ships ? 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 241. 


East Indies Station. 


Disposition of Ships. 


“Hyacinth " (Commander-in-chief) at Colombo. 
“Highilyer ” at Colombo, 

“ Porsous” at Adeu. 

“ Proserpine” at Colombo. 

“ Redbreast,” at Bombay, 

* Raping ” at Bushire 


“Sphinx” at Muscat, 


June U4, 1907. 


[19808) sof, 28 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June V7.) 
(No, 347.) 


Sin, Therapin June, 12, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that His Majesty's Acting Consul-General at 
Tagdad tolographs that reports have reached him of an atiack which has been minde by 
men under the jurisdiction of the Vali of Pushtikuh upon some ‘Turkish troops on the 
‘Murco-Porsinn frontier between Mendeli and Badva, According to some reports 30, 
and to others 200, of the troops were killed. Pertey Pasha informed Major 
Ramsay that he was starting for Mendeli on the Sth instant. 

Mnjor Ramsay further states that merchants in Bagdad are countermanding their 
onions tor Manchoster goods owing to the distuxbanees in Persia. Reports i 
ree ial that the K in large numbers on the frontier noar 
Mondeli and Badea, but these rumours lack confirmation. 

Ti appears that Major Ramsay has telegraphed the abov 
Majosty's Minister at Telnan, 

J Nave not yet been able to ascerta 
confirmation of this 










































information to His 








whether my Russian colleague has any 
s, hut Lam calling the attention of the Porte to the subject 

‘nd impressing upon them the importance, in view of the situation in Persia, of acti 

\witlh great care so-as not to precipitate a crisis in the neighbouring kingdom wh 
night easily extend to Turkey itself, 







T have, &e. 
Signed) 








(20671) No, 243, 


Memorgidhim communicated by the Russian Ambassador, June V2, 1907. 






MOUCHTR-UL-MULK -Pétersbourg en qualité d’Ambassadeur 
Extraordinaire, alin do notifier Yayinement au teéne du nouveau Schah, a eu avec le 
Ministre des Affaires Mtrangores une entrevue an cours de laquelle il a porté la 
conversation sur certaines questions qui semblaient le préoceuper, et notamment sur 
Jn situation inté nt sur le rile que la Russie serait, selon lui, appelée 
A jouer dans cot 

Ce haut di 
















crise, 





envisage 1a situation de fagon plutot optimiste et 
estime qu pis sans issue; il souhaite avant tout qu'un accord s'ablisse 
entre le ymement et la représentation nationale, Mouchir-wlMulk a émis & 
cette occasion le vou que la Russie témoignit une nouvelle fois sa bienveillance 
envers Ii Perse en interyenant auprds du Gouvernement du Schah et on insistant par 
Vintermédiaire de son Ministre a 'éhéran afin d’amener une entente avec le Medjlis. 
Trouvant cette démarche quelque pew insolite, le Ministre stest cru astreint & beaucoup 
de prudoner, ct a répliqué que ln Russie avait pour rigle absolue de sabstenir de toute 
intervention dans les affaires intérieures des autres pays lorsque nos intéréts n'étaient 
Pas en jeu, et qu'il ne somblait pas possible de s'éarter de cette rile dans le eas 
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719762) No. 241 a. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 15.) 

(No. 96.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

PERSIAN Convention. 

I propose Article V should run as follows :— 

“Jn the event of irregularities occurring in amortization, or in the payment of 
interest of the Persian loans concluded with the Banque d’Escompte et des Préts de 
Perse and with Imperial Bank of Persia up to dato of signature of present Arrange- 
ment event of the necessity arising for Russia to establish control over sources 
of revenue which are affected to the regular service of loans concluded with first-named 

i, and which are situated in the regions mentioned in Article I of the present 
Convention, or for Great Britain to establish control over soureos of revenue which are 
Affected to the regular servieo of the loans concluded with second-named bank, and 
Which are situated in the regions mentioned in Article I of present Convention, the 
British and Russian Governments undertake to enter beforehand into a friendly 
range of ideas with a view to determine in agreement with each other the means of 
ng effect to the measures of control in question, and to avoid all interference which 
‘vould not be in conformity with the principles governing the present Convention, 


St. Petersburgh, June 14, 1907. 


























(19786) No, 2413, 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edwaed Grey.—(Received June 10.) 
(Aslegraphie) _P. Gulahek, June 16, 1907. 
SERIOUS collision is possible at Kermanshah. ‘Tho Consul telegraphs that 
the refuzeos now naturally refuse to leave, as the mob yestentay fired into the Consulate 
mons them, It is possible that the attack was, with the knowledge of the Shah, 
eneourazed by the Governor, T have demanded explanations from the Persian 
Government. before ig, but haye yet heard nothing from them, T am also 
“es to the President of the Assembly. 
ing was directed! not against English, but Persian party opponents, have 
authorized Consul to sfer flag from Consulate to Bank if absolutely necessary, 
Tt mizht be difficult to withdraw from Kermanshah British subjects, of whom there 
fare alvont six, with ladies and children. i 

Tt would be better to be prepared, and I think that seoret nayal orders might be 
given accordingly, in ease redress or explanation is delayed by the Persian Government, 
as is possible, 
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{19998} No, 218%. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June V7.) 
(No. 151. 
(ieee) i Gulahek, June 17, 1907. 
MLE Persian Government have expressed profound regret for the firing on the 
winshah Consulate referred to in my telogram No. 150 of the 16th June. ‘The 
Jovernor has reeeived very strong orders to prevent a repetition of the outrage, and 
to punis! ailty. parties ; 
Government forces have been ordered to pursue the rebel Prince to the mountains, 
hut he is not yet captured, and seems to have strengthened his position, Reinforee- 
iments from Tehran hive refused to proceed untess paid, and have stopped on the way. 
<it-depredations are being caused by both sides. 


(iva 3 Et 
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présent ; mais que !Ambassadenr ne ponvait ignorer que nos Représentants dans son 
eye navaient jamais mangué de donner, a titre pring au Gouvernement du Schah 
les conseils de modération en vue de prévenir des conflits. Ensuite il aborda la 
on des négociations entre la Russie et le Gouvernement Britannique, question 
qui Vintéressait visiblement par-dessus le reste; elle préacoupe vivement, selon lui, les 
sphéres gouvernementales de son pays, et, au cas de quelque fausse interprétation, 
serait de nature 4 influer sur Yattitude générale de ses compatriotes vis-\-vis des 
étrangers. 
presse sétait tant occupée des négociations Anglo-Russes que la q) 
VAmbassadeur ne causa aucune surprise AM, Isvolsky, qui s'empressa de s 
‘occasion pour établir le point de yue Russe. 

Fusquiici, expliqua-t-il A son interlocnteur, chacune des deux Puissances 
Européennes luttait énergiquement en yue de prévenir la prépondérance de Yantve en 
Perse. Les Persans eux-mémes alléguaient souvent l'impossibilité de résister tantot 
A Vune, tantot A Vautre, et un pareil état de choses ne pouvait donner @hcureux 
résultats. Dans ces conditions, la crise actuelle aurait pu prisonter des dangors 
particuliers ot amener des complications intérieures. Or, dans co cas. moins que 
jamais la Perse n'a eu A tenir compte de difficultés diplomatiques. Malgré leur 
Situation de Puissances limitrophes et les préoccupations que leur causait la défense 
de leurs intéréts et de ceux do leurs nationaux, ni Ia Russic ni la Grande-Brotagne 
vont formulé aucune exigence, et le Gouvernement du Schah a pu ainsi so consncrer 

ment des questions intérieures, Les Persans ne peuvent douter 

is parcille tournure, c'est di surtout aux négociations ontamées 
La Russie est exempte de toute arridre-pensée intéressée 

est confining entre auties par notre attitude au sujet 


wcune tentative pour profiter des embarras 
onditions onéreust 
oourer A Vétat ami 


fait que lorsq 
provoqué un désaecord entre le Gouvernement ot le Medjlis eoncoruant Yemprunt des 
Bangues d’Escompte et de Schah-in.Schali, les deux Poissances, sans tentor aucune 
men vue de fai continuent & tonir i la disposition de la 
Puissance pourra profiter aussitot quiun 


bli entre les pouvoits. 

au développement de son commence avec Ia Perse, In Russi 

Je roglement de Ia situation intérioure, le rétablissement do Mord 
daus ee pays et Vaffermissement de son indépend Tl est hors de doute. que 
4 un sontiment analogue qu’a obéi également YAngleterro en imprimnt d sa 
politique sa direction. actu cord entre les denx Puissances LuropGennes, 
uF base, Ia. garantie dé independance ct Vintéarité den Perso, somite avait 
servir les intéréts de ce pays, qui, sous la double sauvexurde dv ses puissants voisins, 

pourra eonsaerer toutes ses foros son d6yeloppementjntrieur. 

Apr’s avoir exposé ce point de yue, le Ministre n'a pus cru pouvoir fabsteniy de 
faire allusion fives do ’Allemagne d'établir son influence en Perse, Tl 


‘exactement compte de ses besoins. 


(19685) No, 244. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





82) 

(sieges pie) rs Foreign Office, June 17, 1907. 
‘TRANSFER of Persian telegraph lines. 
I have received your telegram No. 94 of the 11th instant, 
Russian Goyerninent should be informed by your Excellency that, the control 
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over the whole Meshed~ehran line being now held by His Majesty’s Government, the 
latter think that transfer must be complete, control of whole line from Meshed to 
Seistan being given them also. 







[19762] No, 245. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 










(No. 83.) 
(Welegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, June 17, 1907. 
PERSIAN Conyention. ¢ 

In reply to your telegram No. 96 of the 14th instant, proposed wording of 
Article V has my approval, provided that words ‘which are” are inserted between 
the words “revenue” and “affected” in both passages where they occur. 






























[20144] No, 246. 





Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received June 18.) 
(Confidential. 
Sir, Admiralty, June 17, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 17th instant, 1am commanded by my Lords 
is of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Aff f a telegram dated to-day which has been sent to the 
Commander-in-chief, Ba: 






Lam, &e. 
(Signed) © 1. THOMAS, 





Tnelosure in No, 246, 
Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Sir E. Poe. 
Admiralty, June 17, 1907. 


ing Colombo for Trincomali, or otherw 
must still leave you free to send ships 





(Telegraphie,) 
YOU 










disposing of ships. Sueh"d 
at short notive to the Pe 





\ 
{19588} No. 7. 7? 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O' Conor. 

(No, 62.) 

(Velegraphie,) PB. Foreign Office, June 18, 1907. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Your telegram No. 72 of the 18th instant. 

In the opinion of His Majesty’s Governmentsa serious danger is constituted by 
his the Turkish encroachments on what is undoubtedly Persian territory and outside the 
; frontier zone, 

You should make earnest representations to the Ottoman Government in concert 
with your Russian colleague who has received instructions on the subject, and you 
should impress upon them that there should be no disturbance of the status quo 

In order to demonstrate the extent of Turkish encroachments, you can, if 
necessary, utilize the Turkish map of 1813. 
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No, 248°. 
Foreign Office to India Offce. 


orci Ofte, Jane 18, 1007. 
i i i attack on Lieutenant 
WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the i 
Gini Datele micucaniniiar ace by the Direkwaud Lars, T am directed iby 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit herewith, Hoes ie starrer ieee 
ley, copies of telegraphic correspondence with His Majesty's \ 
fhe wabjoot of the seeovery from the Persian Government of 2,0002, as compensation 
for thie outrage.* aoe es Ain nee 
In view of the apparent inability of the latter to meet this claim, ire 
wrhothior in Mr, Morley's opinion it would be desirable to recover the amount by with 
holding payment of the Jask royalty. 


Tam, &o. 
Gana) ‘LOUIS MALLET. 





Nos 294.4 and 284. 
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[18864] No, 248, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 107,) 
Sir, Foreign Offee, June 28, 1907. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 105 of the 19th ultimo, relative to the levy 
of illegal taxes in Southern Persia, and I approve the terms of the note which you 
adilressed to the Persian Government on the subject. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) E, GREY. 





(20381) No. 249, 
The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Ofice-—(Received June 20.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, June 18, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 24th ‘ultimo on the subject of 
the Dizful-Khoremabad route, 
is of opinion that the Alwaz—Dizful-Khoromabad route is eapable of 
made the shortest, cheapest, and best route from the Persian Gulf not only to 
madan and the important markets of Western Persia, of which that city is tho 
distributing centre, but also to Tehran and Northern Persia, 

‘The inerease of Russian competition in Hamadan, and even Kermanshab, was 
noted by the writer in a trade report somo four years ago, and my Board do not doubt 
that the opening of the Hamadan-Kasvin road’ must have encouraged the growth of 
that competition, 

We have not hitherto been able to deal with this part of our Road Concession, 
Even the servants of the Persian Government have been tobbed and inuntored and its 
tevops repeatedly chase out of the 2 ® Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh is repo 
to he in open rebellion th Tn a recent lotter you agreed 

that the state of Luristan affords no hope that we ean make progress at the presont 

h the Dizful-Khoremabad rond. 
infer, however, from the tenor of the despatch under consideration that His 
Minister in Tolan is of opinion that it is only a question 
ders the Persian Government from producing a state of onde 

anid that His Majesty's Government lins not the means (suitable in thie 

to bring such pressure to bear on the Persian Government as would induce then to 

exert that will, but that the Mouin-el-Tejar has such moans, 

We venture to express a strong doubt as to the Mouin's ability. in this divection, 
Wo have yet to learn that the Persian Government possesses the necossiny reso 
to maintain order in the Luristan district, even with the best. of will 
present ourselves finding the pay of guards, at the instanc 
for policing the Sultanabad road, which is in close connection with the great, Persian, 
centres; and if the Persian Government be unable to maintain onder so close at home, 
we scarcely see how the Mouin could get them to maintain it among the fastnesses of 
the Luristan mountains. 

Our knowledge of the Mouin-el-Tejar does not inspite’ confidence, We desire to 
avoid! making any complaints, and to confine ourselves to ascertainable facts. Our 
Consular authorities have had great difficulty in preventing extortionate charges in 
connection with his tramway monopoly at Allway. He has neglected his. monopoly 
Fights on the Upper Karun for many years, but wishes to assert them now that our 
exertions have established a small trade which may gradually develop. His recent 
Lower Karun steamer service has met with very qualified success, despite strenuous 
efforts to coerce native shippers into making use of it, He has ust completed an 
arrangement with the German Hamburg America Line to ship all their Ahwaz cargo 
by his steamer. He is known to he intimately connected with the Saniced-Dowlehea 
ponon of pronounced German sympathies, “Mis latest efforts have been dreoted 10 
picking a hole in our Road Concession with view to quash our tralfie rights, 

‘he National Assembly, through which the Mouin professes to be able to act on 
the Persian Goverment, las not yet shown, in our judgment, either stability or 
evidence of capacity for colle moment, In auy case, my Board could’ not 

(a741) 3F 
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undertake to obtain funds for an enterprise to be placed under the control of a Persian 
ora Persian Syndicate, for our experience is that such combinations, even with good 
intentions, of which we are not in this case satisfied, have not the capacity to carry 
large operations to a successful issue. We instance the Bakhtiari road, where com- 
mercial interests are being starved in order that the proprietors may reap immediate 
large profits, which would be doubled or trebled to them in a few years by wise 
expenditure now of some small part of their gains. 

‘Tho Karun route to the interior of Persia is at present in British hands, ‘The 
proposal under consideration appears to us to be equivalent to locking the gate of that 
route and handing the key to the Mouin, We fear he would soon put it up to 
anctio 

We ave willing—anxious—to come to terms with the Monin, but our object is to 
}uy anything of value he has to offer, or to welcome his co-operation in our work, 
But if it is proposed to us to sell, we would suggest that we would do better to address 
ourselves di 

We w 


interested to the extent of quite 1,000,000/, annually. Ru ssunk many hundreds 
of thousands of pounds in road construction in Northern Persia, which, however 
wastefully spent, must produce some effect on the distribution of trade, We fear that 
Tis Majesty’s Government must either accept that situation or help to provide the 
ccssary to rectify it in the interests of our commerce. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) H, W. MACLEAN. 





(20434) No, 250, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receired June 20.) 


Sir, India Office, June 19, 1907, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
respecting certain further amendments which the Russian Ctovernment wish to, see 
Hepat, in the Preamble, and Articles 1 to 4 of the proposed Agreement relative to 
Persia. 


he met in the manner proposed b 
viz., by uintaining the straight line betw: 
to the continuance of the Russian sanitary post at Karez, if the Russian 5 
consider this indispensable, on condition that they engage to take no steps to intertc 
with the present quarantine system in the Gulf under British control. 

But the maintenance by Russia of an isolated post at Karez in the neutral zone 
will be such an anomaly that Mr, Morley thinks that, in return for our acceptance of 
the arrangement, we might request not only a pledge as to the quarantine i 
the Gulf, but a recognition by the Russian Government of the principle that the 
maintenance of existing Concessions under Article 3 covers their renewal, at any rate 
go far as the contracts of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, which expire in 
1925, are concerned. Stress was laid on the importance of this point in my letter of 
the 8th instant. 

As regards the question of the Russian Government that the last words of the 
first clause of the Preamble relating to the establishment of equal advantages for trade 
and industry should be omitted, Mr. Morley thinks it important that the principle of 
the “open door” should he recorded in the Agreement. He sees no objection to the 
modification of the words in question proposed by Sir B. Grey. 

As regards the other points mentioned in your letter under reply, I am to say that 
Mr. Morley agrees in the views expressed by Sir E. Grey. 


Tam, &c, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 





20441) No. 252° 


Sir G. Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey—(Recernd Juice 20.) 


P, Gulakek, June 20, 1907 
\ i ingle sowar a jjesty’s Consulate 
r-od-Dowich has arsivel with a single sowar at His Majesty 
it ‘ighness says that he will leave 
anshah, Consul reports that His Imporial Highness says th will Le 
Mon aeseiving an assurance of safety for his family and Doperty., Ihave ot st 
dda reply from the Persian Government, whom I have informed. 
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(20435) No. 261. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 20.) 


Sir, India Office, June 19, 1907. 

T AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th instant as to the explanations to be given, if they are asked for, to the 
Russian Government by His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, regarding the 
words in the counter-draft of the proposed Agreement as to Persia, referring to 
the maintenance of the sfatus quo in the Persian Gulf, 

In reply, Lam to say that Mr. Morley concurs in the terms of the telegram which 
the Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs proposes to send to eolson on the 
subject. 

Tam, Se. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(20436) No. 252, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received June 20.) 


Sir, India Office, June 19, 1907, 
TAM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 15th instant, regarding the question raised by the Persian Government 
of sending a Persian Delegate to congratulate the Ameer of Afghanistan on his 
expected arrival at Herat, and, in reply, fo express his concurrence in the instructions 
which Secretary Sir B. Grey proposes to send to Tis Majesty's Ministor at Tehran, 
A copy of a telogram from the Viceroy, which lias been repeated to Tehran, is 
inslod, giving details ofthe Ameers escort during his visit to Herat 
am, &e, 
(Signed) ’ A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 2 


Government of India to Mr. Morley 
(Telegraphic) P, June 17, 1907. 
telegram dated the 13th instant from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran. 

We concur in Minister’s opinion as to wndesirability of Persian Government 
sJegate to Herat, Ameer is not likely, so far as o nore than his 
sont escort, viz., 800 sowars and one battery, to Herat. 

(Repeated to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran.) 





(19336) No. 253, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

(No. 88.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, June 20, 1907, 

PERSIAN Convention : Your telegram No, 92 of the 11th instant. 

Further instructions as to our and Russian amendmonts to toxt will be gent to you 
shortly, but meanwhile you should bo careful not to enter upon any explanations unless 
sked, and in that case you should say that His Majesty's Government are opposed to 
any change affecting their special position in the Persian Gulf, though they are in 
fayour of equal opportunities for the trado of alll nations in thos regions, and. you 
might quote Lord Lansdowne’s declaration of the 5th May, 1903, 



































204 


(20436) No. 254. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
Ri ris) P. Foreign Office, June 20, 1907. 

ilegray : 
ERSTAN Delegation to meet Ame “a 

‘eur logram No. 149 of the 13th nus bee reir Sin) ea Ue 
Auswer which you have already given (s ‘ara N 
ropectad with the aaition that the dispatch of a Delegate would be deprecated 
Strongly by Hig Majesty's Government. 

















(20502) No, 255. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 21.) 


i India Office, June 19, 1907. 
Si \cait reference to your lotion, dated the 22nd. ultimo, on the subject, of the 
alternative proposals put forward. Mesut eG a . ae D 
Kul falik Si elograph extension, m directed’ by \ & in ies 
Sea teen Grou the Sieroiary of State for Furegn Ati copy of 
je eorrespondence with the Government of India 0 , 
graphic oreepon ee py the Direcioranceiet of the Indo-European Melegraph 
pat ; 
Mr, Morley agrees in the viet rosea! by Mb 
conmaevol Of Ge FE, Gros tt ls Majer Miniter 
tieted {approach the Persian Goxernment on the lines 
Harageaph of tho Memornadumn, Mr Morley. woul eal 
ridin tt dh offer soe subject to «plod hat 
fnment_ or Comps a 
Pee ae 
ollices. 
As. 
in Sir @, 
shia 6 
alte, the loss on tho transac 
But, the stores being hi 
xchequor in respect of the\cost of their 
























ad would suggest, for the 
tor at debra should bo 
dicated in the third 
I attention to the 
mtrol of the Tine will 
other than British, aud 
ie and in its 





ss oxprossed by Mr. Kir 























i ; suggested 
athe quot expen see M8 co 

ae FS ‘ Porsi i than the rate 
TED ie eet divide. between the Brit, and Indian. 
on Siteeady nt Robat, he would not make any elaim on 
zo to that place. 

Tam, &. 

(Signed) A, GODL 














the Britt 





ee eS, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 2 





Mr. Morley to Government of Indias 





in ie.) P. tin Offer, May 28, 1007. 
(Telorra ty D be glad to. know whether you sould be preyared to allow, material 
Kiiliet-Malike Sial tologeaph extension to be taken over rice, exclusi 
for Se etaD an ator clarges, for pipase il in team of 
Res alisnatnn rom ls ister at ehrau. ‘Transfer at a reduced. pri 
SET toatl ered. too expensive by Persian 
night be cons 
n eee Administration. 

———————— 


















Tnclosure 2 in No. 255. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
: Government of India ence 
YOUR telegram dated the 23nd instants 7 tia 
ef ge foley ph material now Robat to that plac 
Son arrears a vie a ARSED rupees. Cost of transport is integral 
THER gE MLGTeHAteS wee to spot of suitable materials at present 









(telegraph 










104, 
part of value of materials, as conv 
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time would, we presume, cost Persian Government almost as much. We see no reason 
‘why material chould be given at less than cost price if Government of India is not to 


construct line and we are not to have any special rights over it. Following might be 
one solution =— 


Our materials should be taken over at cost price plus carriage by Indo-European 
Department, the sum being added, on the terms of the line, to the cost of the Central 
Persian line. We trust that, if this is done, Robat-Nasratabad link will not be 
included in arrangements of the joint purse, as commercial value to India of 
Robat-Meshed line would be impaired thereby. 


If above solution is not possible, we will agree, if His Majesty’s Government 50 
desire, to sell material, less cost of carriage, to Persia, but we trust that half of loss 
will be borne by His Majesty's Government, We might then endeavour to obtain 
pledge from Persian Government that none but Persian or British employs will be 
allowed on line, and that line will never be made over to any foreign Government or 
Company other than British, 

(Repeated to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran.) 












[20509] No. 256. 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Offce.— (Received June 21.) 
Sir, 26, Abchurch Lane, June 20, 1907, 
I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Board of the Imperial Bank of Persia, to 
forward for your information and that of the Secretary of State a Memorandum which 
has boen drawn up by the Finaneo Committee of the Bank, togethor with a statement 
of the indebtedness of the Persian Government at 20th March last, and, for read 
reference, copies of the correspondence mentioned in the Finaneo Committeo's 
Memorandum above referred to, the important nature of which will doubtless, secure 
for it the serious attention of His Majesty's Goveroment in accordance with the 
assurance contained in Sir Eldon Gorst’s letter of the Sr Murch, 1906, 
Thavo, &e 
(Signed) i, NEW 





















SLL, Manager, 


of 





lustre 1 in No. 256, 


Merorandum communicated by Finance Comuitice to the Board of Directors of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, 





THE position existing in 
continued neglect of the Persian 
to our Bank, 


ersia. causes us to. 
jovernment to liquidate 





iew with grave concern the 
Tong past due obligations 








in onr opinion 
's Government, 





hont wl 


rs 





‘The position of the Bank, as shown in the balance-sheet issued to sharcholde 
strong one so long as \ 
being properly secured. But in our opinion it v 
the Board be justified to go on paying dividends in gold to their sharcholders while 
the loans themselves are being added fo by the piling up of interest due thereon, and 
no defnite and binding arrangement made for the payment of same, as also the Shah's 
‘overdue promissory note and the excess of advance over the amounts authorized under 


the Bank's Concession. A clear understanding as to this should be come to by the 
71] 8G 


13) 
can rely upon the loans made to the Persian Government 








ll not be prudent, nor, indeed, would 
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i i should 
0 bofore our next General Meeting of shareholders in December nex, for sh 
PeeDhreciore thea Gnd hemealves compelled os precautionary measur,» spend 
Fosmment of dividends, eee oer romoto fue possiblity of its obtaining further 
Sania asiatance in the Fond tone tho Russian Bank, up to January las, bas 
regularly received the interest due upon its loans. Tt appears to us Ahorefore that, 
sven finn pressure now exercised by His Majesty's Govemment, arrangements eould 
Tro made for the British Bank to be treated with like eonsideration out of the revenes 
OF the sonthers eustom-houses. We io not suggest that the arrangements should be 
Suelo uiduly inepnvenienee the Persian Government, but relying upon that ful 
mieasite of diplomatic support which has from timo to time been, promised to the 
Bank iy His Majeats’s Goveanment, we do feo! eoncerned that some definite setlemes 
should now bo arrived at especially at atime when the German Bank isso ac 
striving to sceure a position which may prove detrimental to our prior and leg 
oA re a err one, to, die Germans wo desire to bo understood that w 
by no means Hostile to German or any other foreign cor 
Dut we do insist that the Persian Government should. 
of is aailable security to any one a long a8 the. Habiity co hy 
i el harter granted by tl ritish Governmer 
aoe er te to-thank, the ditfeuies seth which the Bank's entorp 
1 a retrospective interest, and is therefore deserving of the 


", JACKSON. = 
GEORGE S. MACKENZIE. 
'T. E. GORDON. 
June 13, 1907. 


a 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 266. 


Statement respecting Persian Government Debt, March 20, 1907. 





Porian Government Advanse, 1901 
Genera Meant, a 

8 Soumel (1a0n-t) 
«ity Pern cunt Manas Boer 
‘Acepanece nt Casto sone foe Nase 


‘Suniry aceounte with ered balances 


Acsap =| ants7 
£ 


ing im London office books 104,899 
Cost of har slver purchased in 1005, outstanding, in La i 
Tees proeeds sani to eredit of Giverneat in ebrun, 648,079 tomans 
Me ea ents : ne 
411,300 
‘08 


Toa 88 
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£20434) No, 257. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 89.) 


(felegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN Convention. 

T have received your Exeelleney’s despatch No, 306 of the 6th instant. 

As regards the preamble, we wish the words “aussi bien que... nations” 
retained 

Their omission might seem to reserve parts of Persia for exploitation exclusively 
by Rnssia and Great Britain, and thereby the Convention would be exposed to 
criticism hoth in Persia and also in every country which has commercial dealings with 
Persia, more especially the German Empire, By Articles I and 1 Russin and Great 
Britain are specifically prevented from secking Concessions, &e., in the other country’: 
sphere. Tn order, therefore, to make the preamble consistent with these Articles, wwe 
propose to replace the words “ toutes les nations” by the expression * toutes les autres 
nations,” 

We are willing that the words “constatant . entre eux-mémes " be omitted. 

In my despateh No. 225 of the Gt instant I inclosed our draft, which meets the 


remaining objections, but if M. Isvolsky is insistent we are prepared to adopt the 
Russian text. 


Foreign Office, June 21, 1907. 


nature would most assuredly be excited in this country by 


the compromise. whic Russian Government now propose, and an atmosphere 


would thereby be created unfavourable to tho Agrocment, ‘Tt is to the genoral 
interest to avoid such things. 

Nerertheless, you may state that, if maintenance of Karez sanitary station is 
considered indispensable by Russian Government, no objection will bo raised by us if 


Tnperial Government, on their part, agree nol to disturb presont arrangoment, wl 
places under British control the quarantine on Persian Gulf. 

As regards Articles TI, III, IV, amendments proposed by Russian Government 
appear to be unobjectionable. 

You should communicate to Russian Government (when you inform them of our 
views respecting their amendments) our amendments also, which I suggested in my 
despatch No, 225. We attach much importance to them, and especially to those in 

+h maintenance of status quo in Persian Gulf is alluded 'to and the line from Kakh 
to interscotion of Russian and Afghan frontiers js defined, 

We agree with your text of Article V, which has heen received. “Se 


ant de 
aso A” appears to us to be corrcetly translated by word “ governing,’ 





(20651) No. 258, 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No, 90.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, June 21, 1907. 

YOUR despatch No. 287 Renowal of Telograph Concessions, 

We still maintain in principle the view always held by us that the maintenance 
of existing Concessions provided for in Article IM of the Persian draft Convention 
implies their renewal if the Persian Government agree, 

You can, however, propose, while explaining the above view clearly, to the Russian 
Government that, as a solution of the present difficulty, in return for-a surrendor to 
thom of our rights over the Tehran-Khanikin line, they should not object to the renewal 
of our Telegraph Concessions. You should also explain that the German Government 
‘would probably endeavour, on the expiry of our ‘Telegraph Concessions, to obtain 
gontrol of the telegraph line from Khanikin to ‘Tehran, and eventually to'tho Indian 
frontier. 

You should further propose to the Russian Government, in order to avoid 
complications which might arise from introducing into the discussions on the draft 
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Convention questions relating to telegraph lines, that, if they have no objection to 
such a course, Count Benckendorft might be authorized to conduct the negotiations 
respecting telegraph questions jn London instead of their being carried on at St. Peters- 
burgh. ‘They would be conducted concurrently with those respecting the draft 


Convention at St. Petersburgh with a view to the simultaneous conclusion of both. 





[21053] No. 259. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(No. 131.) 
Sir, 
ITE Mushir-ul-Mulk came to see me to-day. 
On my saying that affairs in Persia. seemed to be in an interesting condition, and 
that it was to be hoped an accord would be reached between the Shah and the Madjliss 
and all parties, the Mushir-ul-Mulk said this was very desirable, but impressed upon 
me with great emphasis that time would be necessary for it, 

‘He told me that he had had a very interesting ‘conversation with M. Isvolsky at 
St. Petersburgh, ‘The conversation had heen very satisfactory, for it had brought out 
two points: that Russia did not intend to intervene in Persian affairs unless the 
interests of her subjects were attacked, and that the negotiations between England 
and Russia were not directed against the integrity and independence of Persi The 
Mushir-ul-Mulk said that public opinion in Pers lad been anxious on this point, and 
it was very desirable that it should be reas: ured. 

T said I agreed entirely with what M. Isvolsky jiad said, Titherto there had 
heen a struggle hetween R ‘and England, each trying to prevent the preponderance 
of the other im Persia, Had that struggle continued during the present uncertainty 
in Persia, there would have been a great temptation for one of us to intervene in’ 

n order to prevent the other from taking advantage of the situation, 

nan advantage at the other's expense, ‘The object of the present negotiations 

between Ru mgland was to pre i it ng between ourselyes, and 
the negot re not in any way directed against Persia, 

‘he Mushir-ul-Mulk said that there was an idea that England and Russia were 
dividing Persia into spheres of influence. 

T told him this was not a correct impression. It would be more correct to say 
that the Agreement at which we desired to arrive was one by which we should not: 
push our influence in those parts of Persia which bordered on the frontiers of each 
other, 

‘The Mushir-ul-Mulk asked whether an entente had been concluded, 

[sail none had been concluded, But we acted from day to day in agreement 
with Russia as cireumstane! se, and were still exchanging views as to what might 
he a permanent Agreement. 

He told me that Persia had a special Arrangement with Russia on the question 
of railways, It was said that we had addressed a note to Russia specially on the 
subject of railways, and had received no reply. 

I said there had bs special negetiations between us, and no special note, 
with regard to railways, ‘There wa rever, that if an Arrangement was 
come to between us on ines, we should not ask for Railway Concessions which 
would be to the disadvantage of each other, 

‘Lhe Mushir-ul-Mulk said that the two things which must be arranged in Persia 
were finance and education. Finance was very important, 

T said | realized the importance of this, but it ould be necessary for the Persian 
Government to have an understanding with the Madjliss in order to arrange finance. 

The Mushir-ul-Mulk said this was so, and again impressed upon me that time 
would be necessary to bring about such an understanding. 


Foreign Office, June 21, 1907. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) B, GREY, 








(20687) No. 261 a. : 
‘Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 
(No 158) 
(Te RRBMOVERS of tho National Bank have requested fhe Frene Minis 
Foneh finance, sro would adviso with a view to eventual financial assistance, 
‘he Persian Government is boing. vorg ae cee xtnsiya cones 
0 Ce ‘inister, who wants a German ap) N as Wace 
oe eer aeSaltan andthe, Teussian Stinstor are favourable, and the French 
alte pot ro enna este form of enasilidatin 
‘he National Bank, in return for fina n the form 0 ation 
Ten Antonie ate that somo branches of Stato revenue should be subject 
foroign finanofal control. 
‘Above is confidential. 





{20688} No, 2610. : 
Sir C. Spring-Rive to Sir Edicard Grey,—(Received June 22.) 


(No, 164.) Gulakek, June 22, 1907. 


Mr TRATES from eg thatthe Governor of ‘Haman, who was sent to 
“matters at Ki “ins induced tho rofugeos to leay mst 
Te ireanotigate Wa ican tendered by the Governor of Keemaushah, 


Yalar-ed-Dowleh still remains, and the Persian Government will give him a 


Uhave instn 
Jeaye tho Consik : 
protection of His Majesty's Government. 





(7a) 
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20651) is No. 260. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 22.) 


Sir, India Office, June 21, 1907. 

IN reply fo your letter of the 19th instant, Tam directed to state that Mr, Secretary 
Morley concurs in the terms of the instructions which the Secrotary of State for 
Foreign Affairs proposes to address to Tis Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh 
on the question of the renowal of the contiagts of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department which expire in 1025. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 





(20625) No, 261, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received June 22.) 


India Office, June 21, 1907, 

IN reply to your letter of the 20th instant, Tam directed by Mx, Seerotary Motley 
to state that he concurs in the terms of the telegram which the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs proposes to send to His Majesty's Minister at: Teliran on the subject 
of the reply to be returned to the sugation of the Persian Government that an 
advance of 200,001, should be made by the Imperial Bank of Persia to the National 
Bank for the settlement through the Assembly of the internal obligations of the 
Persian Government, 


Sir, 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





{19590} 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 

(No. 76.) 

(elexraphic.) P, Foreign Office, June 22, 1907, 
NILE action taken by you and reply which you propose to return to Ainineose 

Sultan, as reported in your telegram No. 147 of the 18th June, have my approval, 





(20715) No. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received June 24.) 


St, Petersburgh, June 14, 1907, 
nsmit herewith copies of two documents which 
svolsky sent to mo yesterday in regard to the transfor of the control over the. te 
telegraph lines between Tehran and Meshed and betwoon the latter pluce and 
Nasratabad, 

T think that it would be better that I should refrain ftom discussing the matter 
With M. Isvolsky until you have had an opportunity of examining the proposal, and the 
views of the Russian Government are stated very clearly in the Memorandum, 

have, &e, 
A. NICOLSON, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 263. 
Memorandum communicated by M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, June 13, 1907, 


LES négociations en cours entre In Grande-Brotague et Ta Russie au sujet deb 

affaires Persanes sont actuellement ita yoille d’aboutir & la conclusion d'un Accord 

également satisfaisant pour les intéréts des deux pays. Le principe qui a dé cholal 

comme ee e cet Accord est celui de la delimitation des sphéres d’intéréts respectives 
TAL 3 





dans V'Tran, Ce principe a pour but de prévenir toute collision @'intéréts entre ces 
deux pays et d’éviter 4 Pavenir des cas de friction également nuisibles pour les deux 
parties. 

Or, une fois ce principe admis, il est évident que pour en obtenir les résultats 
qu’on en attend, il est indispensable de l’observer aussi rigoureusement que possible. 

Tl ne serait, en conséquence, que naturel d’appliquer ce méme principe a la question 
de l’échange des lignes télégraphiques Méched-Seistan et Méched-Téhéran. En ce 
cas, les sections de ces lignes situées dans la sphére d’intéréts Anglais reviendraient 4 
Ja Grande-Bretagne, et les sections situées dans la sphére d’intéréts Russes 2 la Russie. 
Si Ie Gouvernement Anglais voulait admettre la justesse de cette argumentation, le 
Ministdre Impérial proposerait de conclure un Arrangement spécial dont le texte, en 
projet, se tronye ci-joint. 

Comme la réalisation de ce projet implique des pourparlers avec le Gouverne- 
ment du Schah, dont Vadhésion semble @tre nécessaire, Arrangement en question 
n’entrerait en vigueur qu’ partir du moment ott les deux Parties Contractantes anraient 
acquis de fait la possibilité d’exercer les droits qui leur sont réservés par les 
dispositions de cet Accord. 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 263. 
Draft Arrangement respecting Meshed—Scistan and Meshed-Tehran Telegraph Lines. 


LB télégraphe de Téhéran-Méched, rentrant en entier dans la zone mentionnée 
dang l’Article T de la Convention sur les affaires de Perse, passera dans le ressort de 
V’Administration Russe aux mémes conditions auxquelles il se trouve actuellement dans 
le ressort de VAdministration Anglaise. 

2. Vu qu’nne partie du télégraphe Méched-Seistan traverse la zone susmen- 
tionnde, cotte ligne est divisée en deux sections 4 un point se tronvant dans la zone 
neutre, point 4 déterminer d’un commun accord; la section au nord de ce point 
rossortit de l’Administration Russe et la section au sud du méme point ressortit de 
VAdministration Anglaise, aux mémes conditions, en ce qui regarde les deux sections 


de la ligne, auxquelles le télégraphe se trouve actuellement dans le ressort de 
V’Administration Russe. 


3, Vn qu'un régime mixte sur une ligne télégraphique présente, ainsi que le 
démontre la pratique, de nombreux dé deux commutateurs seront placts 
Afin 


tion, Io ¢ ration 
Russe incomberont 4 la Russie, et de celles se trouyant du ressort de Administration 
Anglaise \ Angleterre. Tl va de soi qu’il ne s’agit que de la somme de droits, obliga- 
tions et dépenses qui revionnont actuellement & VAngleterre ou A la Russie sur les 
lignos rospectives de Méched-Véhéran et Méched-Seistan, 





(20971) No, 264, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edirard Grey.—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 106, Confidential.) 
(Telesraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 24, 1907. 

PERSE Convention. 

Your despatch No. 225 and telegram No. 89 of the 21st instant. 

T communicated to M, Isvolsky to-day proposed amendments in Persian draft 
Convention. 

As to clause relative to Great Britain's special interest in the maintenance of the 
status quo in the Persian Gulf, his Excellency expressed the gravest possible doubts 
that its insertion in the preamble could be accepted by the Russian Government. Tt 
was introducing into the Agreement, he observed, at a very late hour a question which 
enlarged its scope beyond those limits originally laid down and hitherto scrupulously 





(20689) No, 2644. 
Sir ©. Spring: Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 
» Grlahek, June 23, 1907. 
n me a formal assurance of the safety of the 


ver e Governor of Hamadan. ‘The 
Sularal-Dowleh, who bas heon handed over to the Governor of ; 
jovernor can be relied ons he assuran n in the name of the 





20962) No, 204 0. 


Sir ©, Spriny-Rive to Sir Biward Grey, (Received June 2%.) 
Uideaapn ye Gules Jane 24, 907. 
WIHT yoapoet:to Persian finances, I lear confidentially that a friendly reply to 
thw Gorman Habier will be made by tlio Ministers, to tho olfeet that, demands 1 
Hj cossions, Assombly, although the Persian Government will 
‘i thoestablishment of the Bank with pleasure. ‘The Asserb ely to con 
{ho concessions asked for, which are ¢ tight to share in any concession granted 
iqniors » toexploit all an ried by the States free land for bank build 
cual Yighit of mortgage, ‘There is as yet no question of a loan. pe 
iho French Minister will he at ouee invitell to obtain the services of a Freuch 
firaineter. ae erin eaeee 
Ministers are asked by the Assombly to request the consent of the Englis 
naslan Governments to the suspension Tor tree yours of the sinking Tuu2 payments 





(20964) No. 2640. 

Sir C. SpringeRice (o Sir Edward Giey—(Reecived June 24.) 

{ai v, Giulalek, June 24, 1907, 
ABARBE munlor A Ais om 

‘thi tribes implicated in the murder aro to be punished by an expedition which is 


Jeaying Unmin for Kurdistan, 





(20965) No. 261». 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 24) 


ie.) DP Gulahek, June 24, 1907. 
SIAN delegate to the Amir. 
With retorenee to your telegram, No. 75-of the 20% June, the ln-esSultanch 
states that the proposal to dispatch delegate has been abandoned by the Persian 
wvermient, 





(71) Eis 


2 


observed, and one which concerned several other Powers, and not Great Britain and 
Russia alone. As previously drawn up the Convention had touched on matters which 
only concerned these two Powers, and no points had been raised in it which might 
justify other Powers in considering their interests affected or to which they could take 
exception. Personally he did not deny the special interests of Great Britain in the 
Gulf. That was, however, not the point. ‘The main object of ou Convention was the 
removal of all causes of friction between the respective Powers, and into this we 
desired to introduce a clause which opened a question in which other Powers might 
consider themselves interested. 

He feared that this might produce an embarrassing situation. He gave me to 
understand that, if His Majesty's Government considered the matter such an important 
‘one, the proposal should have been put forward before, and not haye been, suggested 
at tho last moment; but now it eame as a surprise to him, 

Tsaw, in short, that our proposal greatly disturbed him, and that he fears. diffi: 
culties being created with third Powers. I'did not succeed in shaking bis opinion, 
though I, of course, argued with him, and I think dat his objections to the proposal 
will be greater the more he reflects upon it, He is anxious to keep the question of tho 
Gulf entirely out of our negotiations, and on similar grounds he demurred to the 
mention of our control over quarantine in the Gulf. 

He was, he said, most anxious to delay as little as possible the signature of the 

ventions, and mentioned the 2nd (16th) July. as the date he desired to sign them, 

npressed upon ine the dangers of dolay, te visks of which lie was wnost posit 
about, and he was much distressed at the discussions being prolonged, and the whole 
arrangement being perliaps imperilled by the raising of fresh questions, and L imagine 
that pressure is being brought to bear against the conclusion of onr Agreements. 

He hoped to give me very shortly rvplies on both Afghan and Persian questions, 
but when T suggested that by taking them home vith me and discussing then! 
Tervonally with yon snators anight be expedited ho begged mie to stay lero ana hasten 
the conclusion, and not to leave St, Petersburgh. erli is, 1 authered, causing 
Hin tmessiness, aud in wertain eieles he has, 1 understand, to ine activo opposition 

re, 

His obsorvations were made very seriously, and should, T submit, be given due 
weight. We have, it seems to me, a good defence agaivist all criticisms, and have 
gained all that is essential, and, Teonfess, moro than T anticipated, We aight, U think 
successfully insist on the Russian line running from Kakli direct to a point near the 
interseotion of the Afghan aud Russian frontiors; but we might eave out, tho cluise 
regarding the status quo and give way as to complote control over the Meshod-Seistan 
telegraph line, 

Te would assist in expediting matters if an curly reply to this telegram might be 
sent me, 





(18869) No. 265. 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 108,) 
Sir, . Foreign Office, June 24, 1907. 

T HAVE received your despatch No. 110 of the 21st ultimo, relative to the 
position and probable policy of the Amin-es-Sultan, 

T approve the language lield by you ina conversation with his Highness, as 
reported in your despatch, 

‘Tho terms of your private letters to his Highness of the 17th ultimo, in. whieh 
ou offer fo transmit telegram from tho Azerhaijan Deputies to the Assembly ut 
Tabroo, anil a message from His Majesty the Shalt to the Sular-ed-Dowleh, are also 
approved, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) 


Se 








212, 


(18858) No, 260. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 0. Spring-Rice. 
(So, 109.) 5 = 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 24, 1907. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 99 of the 18th ultimo respecting certain 
¢lauses in the charter of the National Bank as regards minting rights and the 
importation of silver which appeared to be in contravention of the rights of the 
Tmperial Bank of Persia. ar 

‘Your action in the matter as roportd in your despatch ix entirely approved. 

am, &, 
EB. GREY. 


(18870) No. 267. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(No. 110.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 24, 1907. 

LT HAYE received your despatch No. 111 of the 2ist ultimo, relative to the 
representations made by the Russian Consul-General at ‘Tabreez in’ connection with 
the stopping of a caravan containing arms destined for the Shai. 

| approve Mr. Wratislaw’s language to the Russian Consul-General as reported 
in the last paragraph of your despatch. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) -E. GREY, 





(18868) No. 268. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Preece, 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 24, 1907. 
WITIL reference to my letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by Secretar 
r FE, Grey to inform you that a further despatch has been received from THis 
Majesty's Minister at ating that a member of His Majesty's Legation who 
iins just reached that place, after travelling through the Bakhtiari country, is strongly 
i iat negotiations with the Bakhtiari Khans had better be left to Captain 
mer, si ‘as long as they find that, if dissatisfied with the result of thei 
ions in one place they ean go to another, eg., Teliran or Ispahan, and bein 
cussion with some other authority in the hope of getting better terms, it is 
lo to establish relations with them on a business footi Sir ©, Spring-Rice 
viesty’s Legation should 
ct negotiations with the Chiefs residing in the 
capital. 
fo theroforo proposes to Keop Captain Lorimer informed of all that passes, anil 
to are no step without consulting him, leaving negotiations to him as far as 
possibly 
Hae eciratorman ate e ONS urines liven) hnstereve Unset Yedinnp toftsial intimation 
from the Persian Government as to the new Tekhani, 
Tam, &e, 
Fs (Signed) L. MALLET. 





(21071) No, 269, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 25.) 


Dear Maxwell, India Office, June 24, 1907. 
IN continuation of our official letter of the 19th instant as to the Kolri-Malik- 
j.extension, Linclose a further Memorandum by Mr. Kirk, which may be useful in 

framing the instructions to be sent to Spring-Rieg, if they have uot already gone. 

‘he telegram quoted in the present Memorandum shows that Spring-Rice is in 


(21177) No. 270%. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 26.) 


Rae aie) Y. Gulahek, Jure 26, 1907. 
STAN Governmont’s request for the suspension for threo years of sinking 


fund, ‘ 
ee pie Russian Minister and myself are agreed that the demand should be made in 


finances, Police and Cossacks have been paid; but the Persian Govern- 
mont haye made a practical confession of bankruptey by asking banks to consent to a 
delay of six months in repayment of debts in account current, 2 ‘ 
propose to press the Government for settlement of claims, as financial reform is 
Diest insured by this method. 





(may sir 


m3 


favour of proposing to the Persian Government a plan of paying for the cost of 
construction by a deduction from the payments we now make to Persia of instalments 
spread over a long period of years, 

Yours, &c, 


(Signed) R, RITCHIE. 


Tnelosure in No. 269. 


Note by the Director-in-Chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
June 22, 1907. 


WITH reference to my note dated the 3rd instant, on the construction of the 
proposed line, Robat to Nasratabad, T have to report that T have received a telegram, 
dated the 21st instant, from the Director of ‘Telegraphs at Tehran, to the following 
effect : 


_ “British Minister, Tehran, says do not include in your proposals any proposal to 
involve cash payment by Persia to us, but. endeavour effect a recovery of charges 
by reduction of amount due by us to Persia, and: spread payment over’ prolonged 
period.” 


In my note I recommended that the line should be constructed by my Department 
for the Persian Government, and that when this Government paid the bill for the cost 
construction, the line should be mado over to its control, the probability being, 
a long timo would elapse before the bill was paid. However, as the British 
Minister at ‘Tehran considers it would be more advisable to try and arrange for 
ient of the cost of the lino by keeping back some portion of the subsidies that 
under the Telegraph Conventions, to be paid to the Persian Government, this 
native is one that should rocoive careful consideration, ‘Tho objection to it 
appears to me to be that the Persian Government would claim control of the telegraph 
line from the first, as being their own property to bo paid for by instalments. Whorens, 
imuder my proposal the line would remain under direct British ‘control until such time 
as the payment for its construction had been made in full 


(Signed) H. A, KIRK. 





(21147) No, 270, 
Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received June 26.) 


Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, June 25, 1901. 

T HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury Mr, Mallet’s 
letter ofthe 4th instant, deseribinig the ciroumstonces in which Hie Majesty's Consulate- 
Goneral at Tspahan was occupied in March last as a refuge by the party among, the 
inhabitants hostile to the Zil-es-Sulta 

In reply, Lam to request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that my Lords 
agree that tho expenditure actually incurred in anaking good the damage done on that 
oceasion may be charged (1), so far as relates to works of repair, &c., to the Diplomatic 
and Consular Buildings Vote; and (2), so far as rolates to extra pay to sowars, guards, 
and servants, to the Vote for Diplomatic and Consular Services, 

In this connection I am to advert to the last paragraph of Sir 8. Gorst’s letter of 
the 17th August, 1906, and to inquire whether any arrangement has yet boon arrived at 
with reference to the custom of Persian subjects taking refuge in foreign Legations 
and Consulates. 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 
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[20962] No, 271. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 26, 1907. 
AM directed by Seerotary Sir E. Grey to transmit, to be Inid before 
Mr, Secretary Morley, the inclosed copies of telegrams from His Majesty's Minister at 
ohiran,° relative to the financial situation in Persia. x 

‘More can he no question that the appearance of Germany as a serious political 
factor in Persin, which would inevitably result from a large German loan on adequate 
security, would be highly detrimental to British interests, and Sir E, Grey is of 
Opinion that a Ioan from France, os, indeed, from any European country, would be 
searcely less objectionable as likely to introduce possible complications into the 
situation which might neutralize the good results which it is hoped will follow the 
conchision of the proposed Anglo-Russian Agreement, 

[As thre is little doubt that the Persian Government will eventually be forced to 
accept foreign financial aid, the most desirable solution would he for them to accept 
the Anglo-Russian joint loan of 200,0002,, which ns already been offered to them, and 
is still lield at their disposal subject to the consent of the 4 

Should, therefore, a request be made to the British a id Russian Governments for 
the suspension of the sinking funds on their respecti fas proposed by the 
Assembly, Sir Ei. Grey considers that it would be well worthy of consideration whether 
it should not be acceded to, on the condition that the Pe 
to contract any loan with foreign bank or Government without the op 
given to Bnglind and Russia, 

Sir B, Grey would be glad to be furnished with Mr. Morloy's views on the above 
suggestion, 

Tam, &e. 
ned) LOUIS MALLET. 





[20971] No, 272, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir As Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, June 27, 1907. 
See your tologram No, 106. 4 
nent is known, it is certain that, if no mention is made of it, 
‘The proposed wording 

and in the Gulf, the 


ia had done. 
nrse not be adopted, should mention of the Persian Gulf be omitted 
in the Agteomont, then T must in Parliament repeat Tord Lansdowne’s. declaration, 
explaining that as Agreenient ily concerned with those regions of Persia which 
espective front in the nature of a self-denying, instrument, the 
introduction into it of a pc ion respecting special interests in the Persian 
Gulf which might ho eon: other Powers was not thought appropriate, 
Dnit that Lad no reason to suppose that difficulties between the British and Russian 
Governments would arise from the maintonaues of the status quo inthe Persian Gulf. 
Te would, however, be very desirable, in view of Article 3, to have in the Agreement a 
statement to which could point as evidence that Russia would not disturb the status 
quo in tho Porsian Gulf. You should press, therefore, to secure mention of Gulf in the 
‘Ngreeniont, and the whole is likely to bo imperilled Wirough persistence in this. 





* Nos, 261 4 and 2640. 


121299) No. 272%, 


(100) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 
(Telegraphic) St. Petersburgh, June 28, 1907. 

FOLLOWING is the text of a Memorandum which I have just reccived from 
the Minister for Foreign Af_airs:— 


“In regard to proposal of British Cabinet to mention in the preamble of the 
Convention the special interest of Great Britain in maintaining tho status quo 
the Persian Gulf, that proposal, pat forward at a moment when the nogotintions 
seemed about to terminate, words grounds for serious objections. It is of w nature 
to complotely change the character and the scope of the proposed Agreement, which, 
in its ‘partic résolutive,’ does not at all touch upon the Persian Gulf, in regard to 
which there has hitherto never been any question during pourparters between Russia 
and England, 

““X new clatise referring to a political question, the importance of wlitch eamot: 
be misunderstood, and which touches very complex interests, would reopen discussions, 
and might delay’ the signaturo not only of tho Convention respecting Persian affairs, 
Dut also of all acts connected with all the other questions which have heen. treated. 
It should not be lost sight of that, besides Persia, there is also Turkey, to whom 
Belongs more thian half littoral of the Gulf, and who must consider herself 0s divectly 
interested in question. ‘There are, moreover, other Powers who would certainly 
consider themselves injured if an Agreement were made without their know 

__ “It is very important to avoid everything which might provoke the objections of 
thin! Powers to the Agreement between Russia ani England, It is incontestable 
thiat, in its present form, that Agreement does not touch any collateral interest, and 
cannot consequently wive occasion for any protest of any seriousness ; hut the clause 
proposed by the British Cabinet will not fail to create umbrage, and may become 
cause of an incident similar to that which followed on Anglo-French Agreement 
Tespecting Morocco, 

Al these reasons move the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to enrmestly bo British 
Cabinet to be good enough to withdraw its proposal to mention in the preamble its 
special interests in Persian Gulf. It is, moreover, welll understood in formulating this 
request the Imperial Government does not at all mean to deny those interests, nor to 
exclude possibility of examining later on another occasion with the British Cal 
question of Persian Gulf.” 





7) 
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{21800} ae Po No, 273. 


: Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 
‘(No. 110.) i 
Mapeahie) P. St. Petersburgh, June 28, 1907. 

BERSIAN Convention: my telegram No. 109 of to-day. 

‘Passage relative to equal opportunities for commerce of other countries. Russian 
Memorandum states that Imperial Government will agree to its retention in Preamble, 
together with amendment proposed by us. 

T will endeavour to persuade M. Isvolsky, whom I am to see to-morrow, to consent 
to the clause concerning the status quo being inserted. T fear I shall not he successful, 
and I will then state that it will be necessary for you to make a public declaration of 
the views of His Majesty’s Government in regard to this matter, and to add that there 
is reason to believe that no difficulties between Great Britain and Russia will be caused 
by this question. 

We might take note of M. Isyolsky’s admission in his aide-mémoire that the Russian 
Government do not deny our special interests in the Gulf, but perhaps you would not 

hi to agree to his suggestion that this question should be discussed subsequently by 
our respective Governments. I would propose, should omiasion of the passage be 
agreed upon by us, to inform him in writing that we take note of his recognition of our 
special interests, and that we abandon our proposal with a view to facilitate and 
expedite the conclusion of Agreement. I would propose not to mention any future 
discussions later in regard to these interests. 





(21487) No. 274, 


Sin A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 20,) 
(No. 112.) 


da; 
nvineed that any efforts to induce him to alter his opini 
unavailing. I propose therefore to make at once. 
in order to iliatory disposition and to facilitate and 
His Majesty’s Government do not insist, declaring, however, that, in our opinion, the 
Russian Government could have with safety met our hes, I will also give him the 
sense of public declaration you propose to make in Parliament, 

T trust you will not consider Tam yielding too easily, Had there been a chance 
of success, and had there been no risk of imperilling all the arrangements, I would 
gladly have fought the matter out; but, under the circumstances, I consider these to 
he the best tactics, and they will be of utility in settling other outstanding questions. 

As a reply to his aide-mémoire, I venture to propose that I should recapitulate the 
arguments used in your telegram No. 93 and those I made verbally to him at my 
interview on the 24th instant. With reference to the statement in his aide-mémoire, re 
the extent of the Turkish possessions in the Persian Gulf, I might perhaps remark that 
we cannot agree with this contention in view of our Conventions and Agreements with 
several Chiefs in the Gulf. I might conclude by adding that His Majesty’s Government 
take note with pleasure of the acknowledgment by the Russian Goyernment of Great 
Britain’s special interests in the Gulf, and that in order to facilitate an arrangement, 
&c,, we are prepared to agree to the wishes they express so strongly, &c. 


[21489] No. 275. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 


fn m2) 
"Telegraphic. 
T THO 


, St, Petersburgh, June 29, 1907. 
+H it well after all to endeavour once more to induce Minister for 


“Foreign Affairs to consent to insertion in preamble of clause we desire, and I repeated 
sall the arguments I had previously used and those mentioned in your telegram No, 98. 
O71) 8K 





it he had stated in his aide-mémoire, and said what he feared was 

Fe te ould be bound, but that third Powers would raise objections tothe 
insertion. What he wished was that our Convention could srouse no ol jeotiens: 
uPitover from third Powers. Taking into consideration that at least great, delay 
Trould bo caused, and the possibility of the sucessful termination of our negotiations 
being endangered by serious obstacles, T informed him that His Majesty's Gores 
had no desire to be irreconcilable, and that we would do as he wished, adding 
you would make a statement in the House sf Parliament opposed our Convention. 

T gave him the general senso of this statement, underlining the lat phrase to the 
effect that to the best of our belief no difficulties would be caused between th 5 Hu 
Governments by the maintenance of the status quo. His Excellency once , ie 
expressed a desire to have general sense in writing. T replied that ee aie 
possibly giv nn ina private Teter, ut that at present I was not prepared to do 

ra any objection to this tN * 
eS oe Rronies ia hasten on the termination of our negotiations, and was immensely 

olioved at our concession, eae OF 

obey oy cut cieter One a oa peek very aloely, al roplyite' hia eblemfnsize, andl 
venture to send proposed draft reply in another telegram. 





(21490) No. 276, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 


Te St. Petersburgh, June 29, 16 


T INFORMED M, Tavolsky the Russ wornment adopted a friendly 
indo in rogard to thy prolongation of the oth graph Conc 

Porsia Ti nt would not in 

Moshicl here, L pre 

Momorandum on this quostion 

proposed! by: a to th 

wwas apparently not unwilling to a 





(21300) No. 277. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 4) 


Gi ? Foreign Office, June 29, 1907. 
Uolographie) Pe . gn Ofe, J 
PERSIAN Convention: Your telegram No. 110 of the 2Sth instant. , 
Vent puight suggest thy following alternative clause, should Mf Isvolsky refuse 
accept, as it stands, the wording of the clause relative to Persian Gulf: 
jssesses special interests on Persian Gull.” ae 
Deter tan uothing, although uot as satisfuctory as could be wished it 
uarantine, &e. Era : ie 
iMhere issome ground for the belief that iestructions will be gion to French 
ssauor to support reference made in preamble to Persian Gulf, 
aati not io late, it might, under these circumstances, be better to allow 
day or tivo to clapso, making tho alternative proposal of a declaration in Parlia- 
ment known to M. Isvalsky. 





(21177) No. 278. 
Sir Edicarit Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


». 78) oN Pee 
Te Pp Foreign Office, June 20, 1907. 


PERSIAN finance: Your telegram No. 159. 


‘You may prose, Persian Government to settle bank claims, if you consides it 
possible to,do so without forcing them to accept foreign financial aid from othe 
uatters, hough J fully recognize the cain of the bank on our support the 
hardly seems opportune from this poittt of view. i ce 

We are considering advisability of making our assent to suspension of sinking 
fund conditional on assurance that Persian Goyerament will not contract loan with a 


27 


foreign Governinent or bank without Great Britain and Russia haying frst received 
the option. 

Uniil the India Office and the Treasury have heen consulted, we can give noanswor 
to application for the suspension of the sinking fund, but in any caso this application 
should be made in writing. 





[21491] No. 279. 


fcolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 
(No. 115.) 
(Telegraphic) P, St. Petersburgh, June 30, 1907, 

PERSIAN Convention. 

I received your tele 94 of yesterday's date after my interviow with 
M. Isvolsky. however, now ¥ to him proposing new clause and urging 
him. to accept its insertion, Tam pointing ont that it merely states a fact which is 
incontestable, and that therefore third Powers cannot) possibly raise objections to it, 
that it leaves ont Convention on unassailable ground and binds Russia to nothing, that 
it is not open to the objections which he raised to the former wording, nor does it 
expose Convention to those dangers he indicated. Tam « that a Convention 
regarding Persia, in which no mention whatever was mado of British interests in the 
Persian Gulf, would be considered defective. by people in England, and. the 
favourable reception of onr Agreement, which it is 80 essential to secure, would be 
thereby weakened, 

Tam firmly convinced that M. Isvolsky would not have given his consent to the 
insortion of the regarding the statis uo. 

Tyould venture to point out as regards the intervention of tho French Gover 
mont that the introduction of a third Power into diseissions hithorto exclusively 
conducted between ourselves m his moment complicate matters, ‘The fact. of 
our having taken a third party into our confidence might possibly not prove agrocablo 
to. M. Isvolsky, sho might consider himself free to eonsilt with Germany and. ths 
might cause diificnlt 





{21492} No. 280, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 
(No. 161) 
(Telographie.) P. Gulahek, June 80, 1907. 

THE question of the quarantine improvements tas now been seferred by. tho 
Sanitary Council {0 2 Special Commission, which, in a montis time, will issue n report 
on the subject, 





(21493) No, 281, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 80.) 
(No. 162.) 
(etegraphie}) Pe . Gulihek, Juie 80, 1907, 

THE following are the provisions of the draft of the German Bank Concession, 
which was yestentay submitted to the Council of Ministers — 

Right to opt twelve existing mines of those owned by Government; recovery 
of debts with Government assistance; free sites for bank premises at ‘Tehran and 
Tabreez ; and right to import silver for coinage under existing conditions, 


No doubt private promises of a Joan have heen given, hut all mention of one was 
omitted from the draft by request of the German Minister. 

T haye told the Persian Government that tle British Oil Concession must. be 
respected, though His Majesty’s Government has no objection to the establishment 
of a German bank. 

With reference to your despatch No, 115 of the 25th July, 1906, I lave also 
wamed them against giving Concessions on or const of Gulf—for esample, 
on Hormuz, about which the Persian concessionaire is anxious, 


° 





